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PREFACE. 



Tbs following pablication origicited in the mothor*! 
wiih to place within reach of the great bodj of hie 
eonntrymen, an aathentick biographj of General 
WASHINGTON. 

Judge Marshall, in his valuable life of this illustri- 
ous patriot, has embraced not only the settlement and 
general histor j of the North American Colonies; but 
also the political history of the United States. His 
work is therefore necessarily too ezpensiye to be ob« 
tained by all classes of American people. The writer 
of these memoirs apprehended, that by publishing the 
life of WASHINGTON in a compressed form, he 
■hould enable those of his fellow citizens, who are not 
in possession of Marshall, to leave to their posterity a 
memorial of a man, who was pre-eminently distin- 
gained as a Soldier and Statesman. 

General WASHINGTON was from his youth de- 
Toted to his country, his character therefore cannot be 
portrayed, without bringing into view many important 
publick transactions. Tho plan of the writer has been 
to notice no individual or event, further than was ne- 
cessary to display the principal character. 
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He has made Judge Marshall his leading authority 
for facts, and has in some measure followed him in the 
order of events. The histories of the war by Doctors 
Ramsay an<l Gordon, and several original writings have 
been consulted ; but he trusts, that greater liberty has 
not been taken with any of them than is fair and ho- 
nourable. The few facts, which have not before been 
published, were received immediately from confiden- 
tial friends of General WASHINGTON, or firom 
gentlemen who, in respectable official situations, were 
members of his family during his military command. 

It has been the endeavour of the author to display 
the character of the man who is the subject of the 
work, by exhibiting in a eonnected view his actions 
and his writings ; and he has, as far as possible, made 
this exhibition in the person of General WASHING- 
TON. 

He has not conceived that he was writing for men 
of erudition, but for the unlettered portion of the com- 
munity ; and he has for their benefit more particularly 
studied simplicity of style. Should he be so happy as 
to obtain their approbation, he wHL receive an ample 
reward of his labour. 

He entertains no expectatioH of acquiring literary 
fame by this publication ; but he hopes to esoape tfal 
disgrace of having written a useless book. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Hit Birth— Edaeation— Appointed an AdjaUnt GmMral of tlw 
militia— Hit embaMj to the Ohio— Conuniaiioaed as Ueatenaat 
Colonel of a regnlar resinient— Surprieeiadetadiiiient of Frenck 
troops — Capitulation of Fort Neeenitr — He it appointed a iroloa'- 
teer Aid do camp to Goneral BraddocK— Hia brairery in the a»> 
tion in which that General fell— He it appointed the f Lionel of 
a ref imtint. and eommander in chief of tho \irffinia troopi— Hit 
efforts to defend the frontien— ilia ezertioni in the expedition 
noder General Forbee to gain poesenion of Fort dn Qoenie— Ee- 
rigm hit ctmimiMion. 

George Washiitoton was bom in the county of 
Westmorolcnd, Virginia, on the 22d day of February, 
1732. He was the third son of Mr. Augustine Wash- 
ington, and the great grandson of Mr. Jolp Wasl^|ig- 
ton, a gentleman of a fiunily of some distinction in the 
north of England, who emigrated about the year 1657, 
and took up the estate on which the subject of these 
memoirs was bom. 

At the age of ten years, by the death of his father, 
he was left in the sole care of a solicitous mother. 
She gave him a private edncation. A grammatical 
knowledge of the English language, mathematicks, 
geography, history, natural and moral philosophy, to 
the exclusion of the learned languages, formed the 
course of his youthful studies. 

The candour and manliness of his disposition were 
early displayed among his young companions, and thtt 
commanding influence of his character was first di» 
covered by his ascendency oyer them. 
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The patrimonial estate of Mr. Washington was 
■mall. After the completion d£ his course with his tu- 
tor, he was engaged in useful industry ', and for seyeral 
years of his minority, en>ployed as a county surveyor. 
In this employment he distinguished Imnself by his 
diligence, and by the neatness and accuracy of .his 
plans. His experience in this business made him well 
acquainted with the worth of new lands, and aided 
him afterwards in their selection. 

The military bias of his mind was early discovered. 
The war between England and France in 1747, kindled 
in his yonng breast that spark, which at a subsequent 
period burst into a flame ; and at his own importunity, 
the hit\h of a midshipman, at the age of fifteen, was 
obtained in the British navy. His views in this in- 
stance were defeated by the anxiety of an a^ectionate 
mother. 

At a time when the militia was to be trained for 
actual service, at nineteen he was appointed one of 
the adjutant generals of Virginia, with the rank of 
major ; from the execution of the duties of this comrais 
sion, honourable to his age, he was soon called to higher 
emfioyments. 

France at thifl period unfolded her ambitious design 
of connecting Canada with Louisiana, and in this way 
of enclosing the British colonies in North America. 
Her officers were directed to establish a line of posts 
from the lakes to the Ohio. This tract of country, the 
English held to be withlu the boundaries of Virginia. 
Mr. Dinwiddle, then the Lieutenant Governor of the 
province, alarmed by encroachments, which involved 
the important interests of the British crown, conceived 
it proper officially to wai:i the French to desist from 
the prosecution of a scheme, deemed a violation of ez« 
ifting treaties between the two countries. 

It was difficult to select a proper agent to execute 
this perilous mission. He must pass through an un- 
«q[>lored wilderness, filled by tribes of Indians; tooM 
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if whidi weio docbtftil friendff, and many th« daridtd 
OMiniea of the Engliiih. The Iktigues and danfan 
which Induced other Virgintana to doeline the oon* 
Wiaikm of envoy en tfaia ooeaaton, led Mr. W^sHurn* 
TON with ardour to aaek the appointment. 

"Hie vary day on which he reeeiyed hit 
^^^' eoinmiMton he commenced his journey from 
Willianwbarg. At Winefaeeter he proci»ed 
the neeeamry proviaiona, baggage, and h<Nraea. On the 
fenrteenlh of Norember he reached Will*a Creek, the 
frontier of inhabited Virginia; here he hired « gnide 
*nd fonr other attendants, to accompany him over the 
Alleghany monntaina ; the paaaage of which waa now 
attended with difficohy and hasord. The weather be* 
eame ineeasantly atormy, and the anow deep ; and ha 
waa nnaMe to arrive at Turtle Creek, on the mouth of 
the Monongahebt, bef<Nre the S8d. Here he waa in- 
fermed of the death of the French General, and fimnd 
that his troope had retifed to winter quartera. With 
extreme fatigue he pnraued hia journey ; aurveyed the 
conutry with the judgment of a aoldier, Wnd aeleoled 
the ibika of the Mohongahelaand Alleghany rivora, aa 
a place highly expedient for the Engliah to poaaeaa and 
fortify. On thia lito the French aoon after erected 
Fort dn Qneanr, which, when the Britiah General 
Forbea gained the poaeeaaton, he called Fort Pitt. 

In thia place he apent a ftw daya to concHtate the 
affeotiotta of the Indiana of the vicinity. Some of their 
ehieft, whoae fidelity he took the wisest meaanrea to 
•acure, he engaged as guides, with them, ascended the 
ABegbany river, and at the mouth of French Creek 
found the first French poet. Proceeding up the creek 
to another fi>rt, he met Monsieur, le Gardeur do St 
Pierre, the commanding oflSeer on the OIuo, and te 
him he delivered Governor Dinwiddie'a letter. With* 
in three or fcnr daya he received an ofiScial answer to 
his oottimmieation, and immediately lefl the place on 
hia return ; but the anow being exoeaaively deep, and 
3 
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liM hones growing weak from fittigae, he beetme im 
patient at the glownew of his progress. Leaving there 
lore Ms horses with necessary directions, in the earf 
of his attendants, he and his guide wrapped thems^Tes 
in watch coats, took his important papers, and the na- 
eessary provisions m their packs, and wiUi their guns 
in their hands, pfbsecuted the joumej on fi)ot the 
nearest way through tho woods. The next day, De- 
cember 96, as he passed a place caGcd the Murdering 
town, he fell in with a party of French Indians, which 
lay in wait for him ; one of them not fifteen steps dis- 
tant fired, but without effect. This Indian the Major 
took into custody and detained him till nine o'elock ill 
the evening, then dismissed htnn, and continued hi* 
march through the night, that he might^be beyond the 
reach of pursuit, should the Indians in tlte morning fol- 
low his track. The second day he reached the river 
two miles above tho Shannapis, expecting to find it 
frozen over ; but the ice extended only fifty yards from 
the shore ; thoagh quantities of it wore driving in the 
channel. A raft was their only means of passing, and 
they had but on^ poor hatchet with which to make it. 
It cost thorn a hard day's work to form the raft ; the 
next day they launched it, went on board, and attempt- 
ed the passa,i!re ; but betbre they were half way over 
they were enclosed by masses of ice, and threatened 
with immediate destruction. Mr. Wasiiiiioton put 
down his setting pole to stop the raft, that the ice 
might pass by, but the rapidity of the current crowded 
the ice with such force against tlie pole, that it threw 
him out in ten fbet water. But fortunately he saved 
himself by seizing one of the raft logs. With their ut- 
most efforts they were unable to reacn either shore, but 
with diffi.?ulty thoy landed on an island. The cold was 
so severe, that Mr. Gist the guide had his hands and 
feet frozen. The next morning, without hazard they 
passed the river on the ice, ani were received into the 
itidgin^ of Mr. Frazier, -in Indian trader. Here Mv 
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jor WA8HiHe«OH took a horM, and on the IGth of 
Jaanary, 1754, reached WiUianuiburg, axid made report 
of hiS prooeedings. 

The fiitague aad danger of tbia embaaey are not 
easily oonceived hy peraone in the booom of civilised 
lile. ^ From the 1st to the 15th of December," saTi 
Ifftjor WAtHmoTOHy " there wee but one day in which 
it did not rain or snow inceeeantiy, and through the 
whole journey there was but one continued series of 
oeld, wet weather." The journal composed for the 
perusal of Governor Dinwiddie, was published, and 
the enterprise, judgment, and perseverance displayed 
in the execution of this service, exalted Mr. Washiho 
ton in puUiek opinion; and gave his country an earnest 
ef his future services. 

The embassy to the Ohio, not having induced tho 
French to withdraw from that country, the assembly 
of Virginia adi^ted measures to maintain the claims 
of the British crown. They empowered the executive 
of the colony to raise a regiment to consist of three 
hundred men. Mr. Fry, a gentleman acquainted with 
the western country, was appointed to command it, 
and the commission of Lieut. Ck>lonel was given to 
Major Wa8hir«tof. £nterprising and patriotick, CoL 
Washutotor requested and obtained permission to 
march first, early in April, 1754, with two companies 
to the Great Meadows. The reasons which led him 
to this measure, were to be early in active service, to 
learn the designs of the enemy, to aflK>rd protection to 
the English settlements, to cultivate the friendship ef 
the Indians, and to acquire a knowledge of the coun* 
try, which promised to be the scene of military opera 
tions. Scarcely had he taken possession of his ground, 
when some friendly Indians informed him th&t the 
French had driven away a working party, sent by the 
Ohio company to erect a tort on ths southeastern 
branch of the Ohio, and were themselves building a 
Ibrttess on the very gi '>und, which he hcd recommend- 
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•d to the OoTernor ibr a msUtny peat. Tbej alM 
IfKf the inteUigunce, that a fiirea was then mar^hmg 
from that place to the Great Meadows. AHhongh hoa» 
tilities had not commenced, yet it was considered that 
the French had invaded the fingliah territory > and -> 
many oircarostances rendered it probaUe, that a forof 
was approaching with hostile views. It appeared tLial 
the party had left the direct road, and had enoamped 
m a valley) a few miles to the west of the Great Meac 
dowB) as a place of concealment. Colonel WASHUia- 
Toir, nnder the guidance of the Indians, set out in a 
dark, rainy night, and surrounded the encampment. 
At day hreak his men fired, and rushed upon thfi 
French, who, being completely surprised, surrendered 
One man only made his escape, and Mr. Jumonvilley 
the commander, alone was killed.* 

The other companies of the regiment were, at thit 
time, in march to join those in advance ; before theaa 
reached the camp Colonel Fry died, and the command 
devolved on Lieutenant Colonel Washinoton. Two 
eompanies of British troops, one from South-Carolinat 
and the other from New- York, also joined Uie regiment 
at the Great Meadows, making a force of four hun- 
dred effective men. The regular captains reluctantly 
placed themselves under the command of a provincial 
officer ; but pressing circumstances induced them fiur 
the time, to wave dispute about rank, and to act undef 
the orders of Colonel Washinoton. 

For the security of their stores he erected a small 
stockade, and then marched towards Fort du QuesnOi 
to dislodge the French. At the foot of Laurel HiU^ 
thirteen miles on the way, he was met by a number 
of friendly Indians, who informed him, that the enemy 
were hastily approaching with a strong detachmeid. 
A conlidontial chief assured him, that he had seen a 
rcinforcemont arrive at du Quesne, which place he 
left two days before, and had iearned that a body con 
sistmg of eight hundred French and four hundred Iih 
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iiaaSy.w<Mi|d immwiiiitaly march to altaek Um KngliA 
Tiie preTKHis information of Cofcrtom ftora tlia eneaj 
4Boa&med the Indian's report* Tha troqia had bae« 
ahreadj six days without bread, and had but a Mnafi 
quantity of meat in store. The French might ap 
proaoh by water earriai^e, within five miles of their 
present encampment ; and then pass them by a difier* 
ent route and starve them into a sttrrender» or fight 
them with a great superiority of numbers. 

In this critical situation Colonel Wash* 
1754 ^ IN OTO V called a council of war. The unani* 
nious advice of which was, to return to their 
positioa at the Great Meadows ; because the two roads 
at that place united, and the country did not allow an 
enemy to pass them nnperceived ; and at this phico 
they might wait the arrival of a supply of provisioBSy 
and reinlbrcemeiit of men. The Colonel approved the 
advice of his officers, and immediately carried it into 
effect. (July 2) His first care was to sink a ditch 
round the stockade, which he now named Fort Neces- 
sity ; but before it was completed, the enemy attacked 
him, (July 3) under the command of Monsieur de Vil« 
Aier, whose force consisted of fifteen hundred men. 
The assault was gallantly made, and bravely repelled. 
Part of the garrison (ought within the fort, and part in 
the ditch, which was almost filled with mud and water. 
Colonel WASHinGToif, during the whole action, re- 
mained without the fort, by his presence and example 
animating his men. The attack began at ten in the 
morning, and was continued without intermissum aa 
long as the light of day remained. Early in the even* 
ing Monsieur de Viilier demanded a parley and men* 
tioned the terms of capitulation which he was willing 
tc grant. These were rejected ; but in the course of 
the night, articles were agreed upon and signed. By 
these, the fort was to be surrendered, the garrison all* 
lowed the honours of war, to retain their fire arms and 
baggage, and unmolested to march to the inliabited 
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ptai of Viig^nuL The capitalatimk was the' work of 
hMte, 9Bd writtmi in the French I&nguage, with which 
Beitfaer Colonel WASHiNotoif nor any of his offioera 
were acqaaiated, and anlbrtunatelj contained an ex- 
presaion, whi'*Ji the translator, at the time, cdnstrued 
to Colonel Washikoton to imply, that Mir. Jamohyille, 
in the first action was kiUed ; but which Ikerally 
wonld bear the translation, was assassmaled* "^ \n an* 
swer to a publication of Monsieur de ViUier, Colon^ 
Washikotoic, soon after the event, made it fully ap- 
pear that ho did not understand the import of the word ; 
but during his presidency, an enemy had the audacity 
to call htm, upon tiie strength of this capitulstion, a9 
assassin.* 

Tho killed and wounded in the Virginia regiment, 
on this occasion ^tmounted to fifly-eight. The enemy 
were stated to have had about two hundred killed and 
wounded. 

The publick gave to this brave band, merited praise ; 
and the assembly of Virginia expressed their sense of 
the resolution and judgment displayed in the abort 
a^tion, by a vote of thanks to Colonel WASHiifGitm 
and his officers, and by a donation of three hundred 
pistoles to the soldiery. 

The regiment fell back to Winchester to recruit. 
At this place, the companies from North-Carolina and 
Maryland joined the Virginia force ; the whole- com- 
manded ty Colonel Innes of North-Carolina. 

Governor Dinwiddle, with advice of cornicil, order- 
ed the troops to march over the Alleghany mountains; 
either to drive the French from du Quesne, «r to ereet 
a fort in a favourable pomtion. The foroos were in 
ttumber much inferiour to these of the enemy, and wer« 
totally unprovided with articles <^ clothing and pro- 
visions, essential to a winter's campaign. Orders 
were albo given immediately to fill up the regiment , 

* In an ttifamouic publication iu the Aurora, under the pig 
■atureof Jaspxr DwioHT. 
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•Iklioiigh no monoy wu voted for tb« reermtinf Mr- 
vice. Colonel WASHiirGTOir pointedlj remoastrated 
against these measures ; but being adofrted, did all in 
bui power to carry them into e^ect. The Legislatiif e 
IM>on rose, without providing effectual means ior aetiv« 
•eryiee, and the troops did not march. 

During the succeeding winter, rogulatione from the 
war office were published in America, which provided) 
that general and 6eld officers of provincial troops, 
when serving with general and field officers oommis- 
eioned by the crown, should have no rank ; and, eon- 
iwquently, that senior provincial officers should be 
(Bommanded by their juniors belonging to the regular 
troops. 

The military ambition of Colonel Washimotov had 
been excited by his experience, and by tlie applause ol 
his country ; but he possessed the spirit of a soldier, 
and refusing submission to these degrading regulations, 
' W indignantly resigned his commission. At the same 
time he declared, that with high satisfaction he would 
«bey the commands of his country, when her serviee 
l^ould be consistent with his honour. 

1755. Colonel WAsnifiGTON had at this time sue* 
ceeded to the estate of bis eldest brother, on the Poto- 
juach, caUed Mount Vernon, in compliment to th« 
^itish Admiral of that name. On this estate he re- 
solved to devote his life to agricultural and philosophiok 
pursuits, a resolution that he did not long retain. 

In the spring, General Braddock, who 
^<j^^' eemmanded tw(» British regiments, and a 
few corps of Provincials, was making prepu^ 
lation lor an expedition to the Ohio. He invited Cclo 
«el Was HiNOTov to join his arm^ , as his volunteer Aid 
de camp. The opportunity of making a campaign 
with a gectleman of his professional .knowledge and 
experience was with pleasure embraced. When the 
General, in April, lefl Alexandria, Colonel Washimo- 
TOir entered his family, and attended him to Will's 
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CrMk, wiMve fort Comberlaad was now cnetad 
H«re the army remamod ontil the 12tb of June, oot 
lecting horaee, wagoos, and proTiauma. CSoloofll 
Washwotoh adviied the eommander in chief to uae 
as &r as posaible, pack hones instead of wa^ns, on 
account of the roughness of the oountrj. Little atten^ 
tion was giiren to his opinion at the moment, but, after 
the commencement of the march, the measure from 
necessity was partially adopted. 

Soon after the army left Cumberland, Colonel 
Wasrinotor was attacked by a riolent lever ; refusing 
lo be left behind, he was carried forward in a coTored 
vragon. Ail the difficulties arising from the state of 
(he roads, which had been foreseen by Colonel Wash- 
ington, were, on the march, folly realised. General 
Braddock now advised with him on the most eligible 
measares to be adopted to secure the success of the 
expedition. He earnestly recommended, that the 
heavy artillery and baggage should be left under the 
charge of a subaltern officer ; and, that the commander 
in chief, with the flower of his army, should with the 
utmost despatch advance to the Ohio, in the expecta- 
tion of possessing themselves of Fort du Quesne, be- 
fore the French garrison could be reinforced by the 
troops that were known^to be on their way for that 
purpose. The general closed with this adviee. Twelve 
hundred men were selected, a frtw wagons were at- 
tached to the light artillery, and necessary provisions 
were placed on pack horses. Of this body General 
Braddock himself took the command, leaving Colonel 
Unnbar to bring up the other division by slow marches. 

General Braddock with his disencumbered troope 
did not move with the expedition that accorded with 
the enterprising spirit of his American aid. In a letter 
written at the moment, he says, *< I found that instead 
of pushing on with vigour, without regarding a little 
rough road, they were halting to level every mole hill, 
and to erect bridges over every brook.'* In four days 
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th«j adraneod only nineteen milei. Th« indnpoiilMMl 
of Colonri Wi.sHjROTON now became so severe, that 
hu phTMciana declared that his life would be the saori- 
fiee of the continued fatigues of the march. Tha 
General thereibre abaolateljr directed him to remain at 
Tohogranj with a raiall g^aard, until Colonel Dunbar 
came up with him. Colonel Washiitotos at length 
eansented, on the promise that he should be brought 
«p with the advanced corps, befote its arrival at Fort 
dn Quesne. The day preceding the fatal action, he, 
in a covered wagon, rejoined the troops, and, in his 
dd>iUtated state, entered on his duty. 

General Braddock was warned of the danger, to 

which the character of his enemy exposed him, am) 

advised to employ the ranging companies of Virginia 

to scour the woods, and prevent ambuscades ; but not 

looking for jtn enemy capable of serious opposition, he 

without caution moved his army in small columns. 

Within seven miles of du Quesne, he was suddenly 

attacked by an invisible foe ; the assaulting 

1756. ' P<^y of French and Indians fighting under 

cover of the thick wood and high grass, with 

which the country abounded. 

Early in the action, the Aids de camp, except Colo- 
»el Washihgton, were killed or disabled, and he per- 
formed the whole of the dangeroud service of carrying 
the orders of the commander to his respective officers. 
Of all those, who on this fatal day did duty on horse- 
nack, he alone escaped without a wound ; although he 
had two horses shot under him, and four balls through 
htfP eoat. IkKstor Craik,the physician who attended 
nim in his last sickness, was a witness of this scene: 
^ I expected," says he, ** every moment to see him 
fitll.— His duty and situation exposed him to every 
danger. Nothing but the superintending care of Pro- 
vidence could have saved him from the fate of all 
around him." 

After an action of three hours, the troops broke, and 
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the effbrts^of their officers to rally them were IhiitleM 
Colonel Wasbinotoh assieted to bring Oeneial Brad* 
dock off the field, who wae mortally wounded. H« 
reached lort Cumberland, and thece died, and wae bo* 
ried. During the ardacus and dangerous conflicts of 
tlus hour. Colonel Washivgton exhibited that Mlf 
possession and determined eouiage, which are essen* 
tial to the officer. To his quick discernment and 
sound judgment, the preservation of the defeated troops 
was in a great measure attriUited ; and had his adTica 
been previously adopted, probably the disaster would 
not have happened. As soon as relieved from his at- 
tention to his unfortunate General, he was despatched 
to Cumberland, to provide for the retreating army. 
Colonel Dunbar being joined by them, de- 

1765. ' etroyed the stores he could not remove, and 
marched his army to Philadelphia into win- 
ter quarters. 

The British troops had not been accustomed to In- 
dian warfare ; and, on this occasion. Col. Wasbiitg- 
TON indignantly witnessed their pusillanimity. In an 
official relation of the engagement, to the Executive 
of Virginia, he observes, '* They were struck with 
such an inconceivable panick, that nothing but confn- 
won and disobedience of orders prevailed among them. 
The officers in general behaved with incomparable 
Uravery, for which they greatly suffered; there being 
upwards of sixty killed and wounded ; a large proper* 
tion of what we had. 

** The Virginia companies behaved like men, and 
died like soldiers ; for I believe of three eompaaies on 
the ground that day, scarcely thirty men were left 
alive. Capt. Peronny und all his officers, duwn to a 
corporal, were killed. Capt. Poulson had almost as 
hard a fate, for only one of his escaped. In short, the 
dastardly behaviour of the regular troops, so called, 
expdsftd those who were inclined to do their duty to 
aluiotit certain death. And at tength, in s^^e of every 
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afiort to the eontnuryf tlMj broke and ran m ahoep bo. 
fiNTO hovfids; leaTing the artillery, amimmition, pro 
^^'i^'D'y ha|(SMf*» ^ ihort erory things a prey to the 
onffimy ; and when wo endeavoured to rally thean, in 
hopes of regaining the ground, and what we had left 
9pon it, it wae with aa little anceeaa, aa if we had al* 
tempted to stc^ the wild bears of the mountains, or the 
liTnleta with our feet ; Rx they would break by in 
i|»ite of every e0brt to prevent ii." 

The assendbiy of Virgpnia was in sesMon, when the 
gknimy intelligence was reoeivod, that General Bead* 
dook was defeated and slain, and that Colonel Durbar 
had left their frontiers open to the invasion of the ene 
my. They immediately voted to raise a regiment to 
eonsist of sixteen companies. 

The important transactions in which Colonel Wasb- 
nroToir ImmI been engaged, developed biseharaoter, and 
his reputation rose by every publick trust with winch 
he was invested. He now received a commission ap* 
pointing him Colonel ofthis regiment, and Commander 
in Chief of all the forces raised, and to be raised, in 
Virginia ; with the privilege to name his field officers. 
He could, in the existing state of the colony, engage 
in the military service of his eonntry without an im- 
peachment of his honour, and with alacrity he accept- 
ed the appointment. 

1755. A scene now opened to Colonel Wasbino* 
TOK, trying indeed to a Commander of his youth and 
degree of oxpeiience, but proving an excellent school, 
in which to form the Generml of the revolutionary war 
Yfbh an incompetent force he was to defend a fron- 
tier of three hundred and sixty miles. The Fren^ on 
flie Ohio, aided by the numerous Indians, attached to 
their interests, embraced every favouraUe opportunity 
to invade the northern and western borders of Virginia, 
spreading terrour and desolation in their course ; and 
having oompleted their work of slaughter and mia, 
they retreated with their plunder over the Alleghany 
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■MMiBtaiSy before a force could be eidlected .te aftteeh 
tkem. — Governor Dinwiddio waa not himaeif « aoldierY 
Bor did be poaaeaa & oucd to oompr ehend the HaiUirs 
ef thia mode of warfare. Jefdotta of bia prerogaiirei 
and obatinate to bia temper, bia ordera were oftea n* 
adequate to their object, or imprmcticdile in tbeir nah 
tore. The military code of the colony waa inmA« 
eient, which rendered it impoeaiUe to himg the milK 
tia into the field with4ho deapatch neceaaary to rep^ 
aa Indian invaaron ; and her martial lawa did notfioa- 
aeia vigour to prevont insubordinalion in oAceraY ^ 
eacnro discipline in the permanent troopa. The ooio* 
oy waa at that time too poor, or too improridelity 0ea- 
aonably to lay up niagr&zims^ for the iiae of^ hdt littk 
armyi or to keep money in the military cheat for it* 
regular payment. 

Under all these embarraasmentB, Cohmel WAaanr** 
Toa entered on the duti<» of his comniiaaion. HaTiafp 
pat the recruiting service in operation, he viaited tlM 
line of posts on the iroutiera, and ettabliriied the b(Mi 
regulations their state admitted, to keep the petty gar* 
riflons vigilant and alerts 

He had accomplished this neceaaary bunneaa, aod. 
nearly coniplpted a journey to Williamiibttrg, to aettla 
with the Governor the plan of operattoM ; and to press 
upon him, and other officers of government, the im* 
portance of Legislative interference to coacitiate those 
Indians who were not already attached to the French ; 
and to adopt effectual moans and regalations to anp' 
port and discipline the troops; when information 
reached him of an eruption of the French and IndiaMV 
en the northern border. In haste be returned to Wiii- 
cfaestei , and fimnd the country in the utmost alarm and 
confusion. The small garrisons conceived theoMelvet 
to be in danger in their fortresaes, and were uiudda te 
uretect the open country. The inbabitanta xm tke ex* 
treme frontier, inatead of uniting their force for mutual 
safety, fi^l back and communicated their foara to mori 
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interiour places. Orders to call the militia into the 
field were unavailing ; the solicitude and exertion of 
each individaal were directed to the immediate pre- 
servation of his family and property. The snfieringrs 
of his coui^trymen deeply wounded the heart of Colo- 
nel Washington. Every measure was adopted, that 
an enterprising spirit could suggest ; and all the means 
he possessed were judiciously and strenuously exerted 
for their protection ; but all were ineffectual. He was 
compelled to be the witness of the calamity of friends, 
whom he could not relieve ; and of the carnage and 
ravages of a ferocious enemy, whom he could not chas- 
tise. Before a force from below could bo collected, 
the invading foe, having glutted their appetite for 
blood, and loaded themselves with spoil, recrossed the 
mountain. 

Three years service affords little else, than a repe 
tition of scenes of a similar nature ; scenes, which oc- 
casioned these settlements the utmost horrour and dis- 
tress, and brought the fortitude and military resources 
of the Commander to a severe test ; but which, in re- 
cital, would swell this work beyond the designed 
bounds. The regiment never consisted of more than 
one thousand effective men. Colonel Wasqinoton, 
in addition to the appropriate duty of his commission, 
was obliged to auperintcnd the operations of each subor- 
dinate department, and to attend to the wants of the 
impoverished inhabitants. 

During this period, he unremittingly urged upon the 
Executive and Legislature of his Province, the inuuf- 
fipiency of the mode adopted 'to prosecute the war. 
He earnestly recommended offensive operations, as the 
only measure which would effectually relieve the 
Colony from the heavy loss of inhabitants, and from 
the expense of money yearly sustained ; and prevent 
the total depopulation of the fertile plains beyond the 
Blue Ridge. If the necessary co-operation of Great 
Britain, to enable the coV^ny to drive the enemy from 
3 
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the Ohio, were unattainable , which would prove a 
radical cure of the evil, he strongly reconunendedi 
that a regular force of two thousand men should be 
raised. By this measure he thought the militia, whose 
services were attended with incalculable expense, and 
were seldom productive of good, might be relieved 
from temporary draughts. The feelings and views of 
Col. Washington on tliese subjects, will fully appear 
by the following extracts from letters which he wrote 
at the time. In a despatch to the Lieutenant Govem- 
our, he thus pamts the situation of the inhabitants and 
the troops. ^' I see their situation, I know their dan- 
ger, and participate their sufferings, without hav- 
ing it in my power to give them further relief than 
uncertaui promises. In short, I see inevitable destruc- 
tion in so clear a light, that, unless vigoroas measures 
are taken by the Assombly, and speedy assistance sent 
from below, the poor inhabitants, now in forts, must 
unavoidably fall, while the remainder are flying before 
the barbarous foe. ' In fine, the melancholy situation 
of the people, the little prospect of assistance, the 
gross and scandalous abuses cast upon the officers m 
general, which is reflecting on me in particular, for 
suffering misconduct of such extraordinary kind, and 
the distant prospect, if any, of gaining reputation in 
the service, cause me to lament the hour that gave me 
a commission, and would induce me at any other time 
than this of imminent danger, to resign, without one 
hesitating moment, a command, from which I never 
expect to reap either honour ur benefit ; but, on the 
contiary, have almost an absolute certainty of incur- 
ring displeasure below, while the murder of helplem 
families may be laid to my account here. 

" The supp!icating tears of the women, and moving 
petitions of the men, melt me with such deadly sorrow, 
that I solemnly declare, if I know my own mind, I could 
offer myself a willing sacrifice to the butchering ene 
my, provided that would conduce to tue people's ease.* 
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The inefficiency of the militia he thus portrayed. 

" The inhalntants are so sensible of their danger if 
left to the protection of these people, (militia) that not 
a man will stay at his place. Tnis I have from their 
own mouths, and the principal inhabitants of Augusta 
county. The militia are under such bad order and dis- 
cipline, that they will con*e and go when and where 
they please, without regarding time, their officers, or 
the safety of the inhabitants. There should be, ac- 
cording to your honour's orders, one third of the mili- 
tia of these parts on duty, at a time ', instead of that, 
scarce one thirtieth is out. They are to be relieved 
every month, and they are a great part of that time 
marching to and from their stations ; and they will 
not wait one day longer than the limited time, whether 
relieved or not, however urgent the necessity for their 
continuance may be." 

" I met with Col. Buchanan, with about thirty men, 
chiefly officers, to conduct me up Jackson** river, 
along the range of forts. With this small company of 
irregulars, with whom order, regularity, circumspec- 
tion, and vigilance were matters of derision and con- 
tempt, we set out, and by the protection of providence, 
reached Augusta court-house in seven days, without 
meeting the enemy; otherwise we must have been 
sacrificed by the indiscretion of these whooping, halloo- 
ing, gentleman soldiers. — This jaunt affi[>rded me 
great opportunity of seeing the bad regulation of the 
militia, the disorderly proceedings of the garrisons, 
and the unhappy circumstances of the inhabitants. 

« We are either insensible of danger until it breaks 
upon our heads, or else through mistaken notions o^ 
economy, evade the expense until the blow is struck, 
and then run into an extreme of raising the militia. 
These, after an age, as it were, is spent in assembling 
them, come up, make a noise for a time, dppress the 
inhabitants, and then return, leaving the frontiers un- 
guarded as before. This is still our reliance, notwith- 
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itanding' former experience convinces us, if reason did 
not, that the French and Indians are watching the op- 
portunity when we shall be ].ulled into fatal security, 
and unprepared to resist an attack, to invade the coun> 
try, and by ravaging one part, terrify another ; thai 
they retreat when our militia assemble, and repeat the 
stroke as soon as they are dispersed ; that they send 
down parties in the intermediate time, to discover our 
motions, procure intelligence, aiA sometimes to divert 
the troops." 

The expediency of an offensive war, he supported 
by the following observations. 

** The certainty of advantage by an offensive scheme 
of action, renders it beyond any doubt, much prefera- 
ble to our defensive measures. To prove this to you. 
Sir, requires, I presume, no arguments. Our scattered 
force, so separated and dispersed in weak parties, avails 
little to stop the secret incursions of the savages. We 
can only put them to flight, or frighten them to some 
other part of the country, which answers not the end 
proposed. Whereas, had we strength enough to in- 
vade their lands, and assault their towns, we should 
restrain them from coming abroad and leaving their 
families exposed. We then should remove the princi- 
pal cause, and have stronger probability of success ; 
we should be free from the many alarms, mischiefs, and 
murders that now attend us ; we should inspirit the 
hearts of our few Indian friends, and gain more esteem 
with them. In short, could Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land be induced to join us in an expedition of this na* 
ture, and to petition his Excellency Lord Loudoun for a 
irmali train of artillery, with some engineers, we should 
then be able, in all human probability, to subdue the 
terrour of Fort du Quesne, retrieve our character with 
the Indians, and restore peace to our unhappy fron- 
Uers." 

On supposition that the assembly should persist in 
the scheme of defensive warfare, he presented to the 
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Govern our a plan for his opinion. This was to esta^ 
blish twenty -two forts, reaching from the river Mayo to 
the Fotomack, in a line of three hundred ancf sixty 
miles ; and which were to be garrisoned by a regular 
force, consisting of two thousand men. 

The pride of Governour Dinwiddle was offended by 
these frank communications of a gallant and inde- 
pendent officer. In unconrtly language he censured 
advice, which he could not comprehend, and reproach 
•d this officer with officiousness and neglect of duty 
Colonel Washtf <ton felt the reprimand as a patriot, 
the welfare of whose country ever dwelt on his hdart ; 
and; like a soldier, who had an invaluable prize in his 
own reputation. In the consciousness of having made 
the highest efforts faithfully to execute the trust re- 
posed in him, he thus with spirit replied to the charge, 
in a letter to a friend. *^ Whence it arises, or why, 1 
am ignorant, but my strongest representations of mat- 
ters relative to the peace of the frontiers are disregarded 
as idle and frivolous ; my propositions and measures, as 
partial and selfish ; and aJl my sincerest endeavours 
for the service of my country, perverted to the worst 
purposes. My orders are dark, doubtful, and uncertain. 
To-day approved, to-morrow condemned ; left to act 
and proceed at hazard ; accountable for the conse- 
quences, and blamed without the benefit of defence 
If you can think my situation capable of exciting the 
smallest degree of envy, or of affording the least satis- 
faction, the truth is yet hid from you, and you enter- 
tain notions very different from the reality of tho case. 
However, I am determined to bear up under all these 
embarrassments, some time longer, in the hope of bet- 
ter regulations under Lord Loudoun, to whom I lo< k 
for the future fate of Virginia." 

To the Governour himself, in answer to a communi- 
cation from him, w>»ich conveyed a censure, he wrote, 
" I must beg leave, before I conclude, to observe, in 
justification of my own uonduct, that it is with pleasure 
3» 
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I rectire reproof when reproof is due, because no per- 
son can be readier to accuse me, than I am to ac- 
knowledge an errour when I have committed it ; nor 
more desirous of atoning for a crime, when I am sen- 
sible of being guilty of one. But, on the other hand, 
it is with concern I remark, that my best endeavours 
lose their reward, and that my conduct, although I 
have uniformly studied to make it as unexceptionable 
as I could, does not appear to you in a favourable 
point of light. Otherwise your Honour would not 
have accused me of loose behaviour and remissness ot 
duty, in matters, where I think I have rather exceeded 
than fallen short of it. This, I think, is evidently the 
case in speaking of Indian affairs at all, after being in- 
structed in very express terms, ' Jfot to have any con- 
cern withy or management of Indian affairs.^ This 
has induced me to forbear mentioning the Indians in 
my letters to your Honour of late, and to leave the 
misunderstanding which you speak of, between Mr. 
Alkin and them, to bo related by him." 

He had been informed by letter of a report communi- 
cated to the Governour, impeaching his veracity and 
honour. A copy of this letter he enclosed to his Ho- 
nour, earnestly requesting of him the name of the au- 
thor of this report. '< I should tase it infinitely kind if 
your Honour would please to inform me, whether a 
report of this nature was ever made to you, and in 
that case, who was the author of it ? 

*^ It is evident, from a variety of circumstances and 
•specially from the change in your Honour's conduct 
towards me, that some person as well inciinad to de- 
tract, but better skilled in the ait of detraction than 
the author of the above stupid scandal, has made free 
with my character. For I cannot suppose that malice 
so absurd, so barefaced, so diametrically opposite to 
truth, to common policy, and in short to every thing 
but villany, as th^ above is, could impress you with so 
ill an opinion of my honour and honesty. 
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*< If it ba possible that Colonel , for my belief ii 

•ta^grered, not being conscious of having given the 
least cause to any one, much less to that gentleman, 
to reflect so grossly. I say, if it be possible that -^— 
could descend so low, as to be the propagator of this 
story, he must either be vastly ignorant of the state of 
affairs in this country at that time, or else he must 
suppose that the whole body of inhabitants had com- 
bined with me in executing the deceitful fraud. Or, 
why did they, almost to a man, forsake their dw«bings 
in the greatest terrour and confusion ? And while one 
half of them sought shelter in paltry forts of their own 
building, the others should flee to the adjacent counties 
for refuge ; numbers of them even to Carolina, from 
whence they have never returned ? 

" These are facts well known ; but not better known, 
than that these wretched people, while they lay pent 
up in forts, destitute of the common supports of life, 
(having, in their precipitate flight, forgotten, or were 
unable rather to secure any kind of necessaries) did 
despatch messengers, (thinkmg that I had not repre- 
sented their miseries in the piteous manner they de 
served) with addresses of their own to your Honoar 
and the Assembly, praying relief. And did I ever 
send any alarming account, without sending also the 
original papers, cr the copies, which gave rise to it. 

" That I have foibles, and perhaps many, I shall not 
deny. I should esteem myself, as the world also 
would, vain and empty, were I to arrogate perfection. 

^* Knowledge in military matters, is to be acquired 
by practice and experience only, and if I have erred, 
great allowance should be made for my errours for 
want of them, unless those errours should appear to h^ 
wilful ; and then I conceive it would be more gene- 
rous to charge me with my fiiults, and let me stand or 
fall according to evidence, than to stigmatize me be- 
hind my back. 

*^ \t is uncertain in what light my services may hay« 



U 



32 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1757 

appeared to your Honour ; but this [ know, and it ii 
tha highest consolation [ am capable of feeling, that 
no man that ever was employed in a pubiick capacity, 
has endeavoured to discharge the trust reposed in him 
with greater honesty, and more zeal for the country's 
interest, than I have done ; but if there is any person 
living, who can say with justice, that I have offered 
any intentional wrong to the pubiick, I will cheerfully 
submit to the most ignominious punishment that an 
injured people ought to inflict. On the other hand, it 
is hard to have my character arraigned, and my ac- 
tions condemned, without an hearing. 

" I must therefore again beg in itiore plain^ and in 
very earnest terms to know if has taken the liber- 
ty of representing my conduct to your Honour, with 
such ungentlemanly freedom as the letter implies ^ 
Tour condescension herein will be acknowledged a 
singular favour." 

Soon after this transaction, Mr. Dinwiddie left the 
government, and Mr. Blair, Uie president of the Coun- 
cil, became, for a short time, the Executive, between 
'whom and Colonel Washington perfect confidence 
and free communication existed. 

1757. This year Lord Loudoun succeeded to the 
civil government of Virginia, and to the chief com- 
mand of the British troops in North America. Colo- 
nel Washington obtained permission to wait upon 
him the succeeding winter ; to whom he presented an 
address from his regiment, and communicated from 
himself a statement of the military situation of the 
colony. In this he pointed out the errour of the go- 
vernment in the management of the war, and particu- 
^larly in their depending on the aid of the militia ; and 
clearly stated the superiour advantages of offensive 
operations. 

Colonel Washington was sanguine in the expecta- 
tion, that Lord Loudoun would adopt his darling scheme 
of an expedition to dispossess the French of Fort du 
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Quesne ; but his Lordship having determined to di 
rect his force against Ticonderoga, he was a|(kin dis 
appointed. 

At the close of the year 1757, General Abercrombio 
was appointed to the supreme command in America, 
and General Forbes commissioned as the commander 
of the middle district. To the high gratification of 
Colonel Washington, the conquest of du Quesne 
became a principal object. 

1758. Colonel Washington, not expecting to be 
placed on the establishment, had determined to resign 
his commission ; but he thought the expedition for this 
purpose presented a fair prospect of distinguished ser 
vice, and he resolved to engage in it. 

He warmly recommended an early campaign ; for 
this, among other reasons, seven hundred Indians had, 
in April, assembled at Winchester, whose patience 
would be exhausted unless early employed; and in 
that event, he observes, ** No words can tell how much 
they will be missed." 

He was at length ordered to collect the Virginia 
troops at Winchester, and to hold them in readiness 
for active service. At this late moment, when the da- 
ties of the field demanded his attention, he was obliged 
to make a journey to Williamsburg, to provide arms, 
clothing, and money for his regiment ; and to obtain 
for his soldiers, the same pay which the assembly, in 
their last session, had voted to a regiment raised for 
. the present campaign. 

Early in July the Virginia forces were moved to 
Cumberland, and through the month employed im 
opening a road from that place to Raystown Flying 
parties of the. enemy groatly annoying them in their 
business, it was contemplated to send a detachment 
over the mountain, to restrain the French and Indians 
^rom this annoyance ; but Col. Washington objected 
.0 the measure, because the detachment would be ex 
Dosed to the whole force of the enemy on the Ohio, 
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and must be defeated. The plan was in consequence 
given up ; and by his advice frequent scouts, consist- 
ing principally of Indians, were substituted. The pre- 
di3tion of Colonel Washington, respecting the body 
of Indians at Winchester, was verified ; before \he 
campaign opened, their patience was exhausted, and 
the" retired to their homes. 

It was confidently expected thr.t the army would 
march by Braddock*s road, which needed only slight 
repairs ; but on the last of this month, Col. Bouquet 
by letter, requested an interview with Colonel Wash- 
ington, to consult with him on opening a new route. 
In reply he wrote, " I shall most cheerfully work on 
any road, pursue any route, or enter on any service 
that the General or yourself may think me usefully 
employed in, or qualified for ; and shall never have a 
will of my own, when a duty is required of me. But 
since you desire me to speak my sentiments fireoly, 
permit me to observe, that after having conversed with 
all the guides, and having been informed by others ac- 
quainted with the country, I am convinced that a road 
to be compared with Gen. Braddock's, or, indeed, that 
will be fit for transportation, even by pack horses, can- 
not bo made. I own I have no predilection for the 
route you have in contemplation for me." 

Notwithstanding every remonstrance, ho found Col. 
Bouquet determined to open the new road. — That 
nothing in his power might be omitted to prevent tho 
adoption of a scheme, which he thought would prc^ba- 
bly defeat the expedition, he addressed a letter to this 
officer, with the express design that it should bo laid 
before General Forbes, then indisposed ; in which he 
gave the following reasons for the preference of Brad- 
dock's road. 

When individuals of Pennsylvania and Virginia, he 
said, were about to establish a trade with the natives 
on the Ohio, they, under Indian guides, explored the 
coimtry, and adooted the road by Will's Creek as the 
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best roate. This road had been opened by the Ohio 
comoany in 1753, and had been repaired in 1754 by th« 
troops ander his command, as far as Gist's plantation, 
beyond the Great Meadows. In 1755 it had been pat 
in good order by General Braddock, and could with 
little labour be fitted for ase. This road, therefore, 
most be preferable to a new rente over ground not 
more favourable. In respect to forage there could be 
no material difference. The hills on both routes were 
barren, and the valleys .between ^hem abounded with 
grass. The objection to Braddock's road, he observed, 
on account of high waters, was not founded ; he had 
himself passed with a body of men, the Tohogany, the 
most rapid stream, and the soonest filled of any on 
the road, afler thirty days of almost incessant rain. 
The M^onongahela might be avoided. The defiles on 
Raystown road were as numerous as on Braddock's, 
and the saving in distance was inconsiderable. But 
the insuperable objection to the new route, he observed, 
was the time that must be expended in opening it. 
The distance was little short of an hundred mUes, over 
mountains, almost impassable, and covered with woods 
and rocks. The most that could be expected, he said, 
on this route the present season, would be to gain the 
height of land, there erect fortifications, and wait the 
return of spring. This delay must be attended with 
ruinous consequences to the colonies, which had ex- 
erted themselves beyond their strength to drive the 
French from the Ohio the present campaign. 

In the same letter, he communicated an order of 
maich on Braddock's road, which would bring the 
army in sixty-four days before Fort du Quesne, with 
provisions for eighty-six days. He also wrote to Major 
Halkot, Aid of Gen. Forbes, to engage his good offices 
to prevent the fatal plan. " I am just returned from a 
conference held with Col. Bouquet. I find him fixed — 
I think I may say, unalterably fixed, to lead you a new 
way to the Ohio, through a road, »vcry inch of which 






36 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1758. 

h to be cut at this advanced season, when we have 
scarcely time left to tread the beaten track, universally 
confessed to be the best passage through the mountain. 

** If Colonel Bouquet succeeds in this point wiUi the 
General, all is lost ! All is lost indeed ! Our enterprise 
is ruined, and we shall be stopped at the Laurel Hill 
this winter— but not to gather laurels, except of the 
kind which cover the mountains. — The southern In- 
dians will turn against us, and these colonies will be 
desolated by such an accession to the enemy's strength. 
These must be the consequences of a miscarriage, and 
a miscarriage the almost necessary consequence of an 
attempt to march the army by this route." 

The judgment and advice of Colonel Washington 
in this important measure were overruled, and to his 
extreme mortification, the new route of the army was 
adopted. The disappointment and gloomy prospect 
whxsh he entertained, are strongly expressed in the 
following letter, written from Cumberland, to the 
Speaker of the House of Burgesses. 

" We are still encamped here, very sickly 
^rrS* ^' ^^^ dispirited at the prospect before us. 
That appearance of glory which we once had 
in view, even that hope, that laudable ambition of 
serving our country, and meriting its applause, are 
now no more ; all is dwindled into ease, sloth, and &• 
tal inactivity. In a word, all is lost, if the ways of 
men in power, like certain ways of providence, are not 
inscrutable. But we, who view the actions of great 
men at a distance, can only form conjectures agreeably 
to a limited perception ; and, being ignorant of the 
comprehensive schemes which may be in contempla- 
tion, might mistake egregiously in judging of things 
from appearances, or by the lump. Tet every fool will 
have his notions, will prattle and talk away ; and why 
may not I ? We seem then, in my opinion, to act un- 
der the guidance of an evil genius. The conduct of 
oar leaders, if not actuated by superiour orders, is 
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tMliperefi with Bomething— I do not ewe to pyo a i 
td. Nothing now bat & mirftcle can bring this o«n' 
paign to a happy iasae." 

Mentioning the arguments ho haa bronght againit 
the new road, he proceedsi " But I spoke all unayailing»> 
1/. The road was immediately begun, and since then, 
from one to two thousand men have constantly wrought 
ot it. By the last accounts I have received, they had 
<iut to the foot of Laurel Hill, about thirty-five miloe, 
and I suppose by this time, fifleen hundred men have 
taken post about ten miles further, at a place called 
Loyal Hanna, where our next fort is to be constructed. 
" We have certain intelligence, that the French 
strength at Fort dn Quesne did not exceed eight hun* 
dred men, the 13th ultimo, including about three or 
fbur hundred Indians. See how our time has beeft 
mispent. Behold how the golden opportunity is los^ 
I perhaps never more to be regained ! How is it to !>• 

accounted for ? Can General Forbes have orders for 
I this ? Impossible. Will then our injured country pass 

by such abuses f I hope not ; rather let a full repra* 
i sentation of the matter go to his Majesty ; let him 

know how grossly his glory and interests, and the pub* 
lick money have been prostituted." 
I Col. Grant, with a force of eight hundred men, hav« 

I ing been detached to reconnoitre the country, in th» 

I neighbourhood of the Ohio, was about this time da* 

I feated with loss ; and himself, and Major Lewis of 

Colonel Washiitoton^s regiment, were taken prisoners 
Three companies of it^B regiment were on the expo* 
dition, and behaved with great bravery. Of eight 
i officers belonging to these companies, on this service, 

£ve were killed, one wounded, and one taken prisoner. 
! Capt. BuUet, who had charge of the baggage, defend- 

ed it with great resolution, and did much to protect 
the defeated troops ; he fortunately came off the field 
without a wound. This spirited and soldierly conduct 
the Britons acknowledged to be highly honourable to 
4 
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the troops themsvlyes, and to the Commanderi who 
trained them to the servic^. General Forbes compU* 
mented Colonel Washington on the occasion. 

Colonel Washington was at this time employed on 
the new road, in the neighbourhood of Raystown. 

General Forbes resolved that the main 
n5&' Ai'iny should move from 'this place ; and he 
called upon the commanding officers of regi- 
ments to lay before him a plan for its march. Colonel 
Washington presented his; it has been preserved, 
«Ad is said to display the soundness of his judgment 

Through a read almost impassable, the army at 
length reached Loya] Hanna, about ten miles from 
the loot of Laurel Hill, and forty-five from Fort Cum- 
berland. At this place Colonel Washington had pre- 
dicted tlie expedition would terminate. In a Council 
of War it was actually resolved to be unadviseable to 
proceed further this Autumn. To have wintered in 
this inhospitable wilderness would, perhaps, have been 
impossible ; but before any disposition of the army was 
made, intelligence was brought by some prisoners, that 
the garrison of Fort du Quesne had not been support- 
ed from Canada ; that the Indians had deserted it ; 
and, that it was not in a siluation to make resistance. 
This intelligence induced General Forbes to change 
his resolution, and lo push on to the Ohio. Cobnel 
Washington was ordered to the front to superintend 
opening the road for the army ; which duty he, with 
extreme fatigue, executed. In slow and laborious 
marches, General Forbes reached du Quesne, 

V"'^' and found that the French, on the evening 
preceding his arrival, had set fire to this fort, 
and had passed in their boats down the river. 

The success of the campaign was wholly to be at- 
tributed to the pressure of the English on Canada, 
which constrained the French Commander in chief to 
oall in, or weaken his outposts ; but for this circum- 
■tance, the gloomy predictions of Polonel Washington 
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would have been verified, in the failure of the expedi- 
tion. 

The Fort being repaired, was called Fort Pitt, in 
compliment to the preeminent British Minister, under 
who9e auspices the war was now conducted. 

Colonel Washing TON furnished two hundred men 
of his regiment to the garrison, and soon after return 
ed to Williamsburg to take his seat in the House of 
Burgesses, of which, in his absence l^e had been chosen 
a member. 

His services, while commander of the Virginia 
forces, were appreciated by his countrymen ; and the 
British officers with whom he served, bore honourable 
testimony to his military talents. The soldierly and . 
gallant behaviour of his regiment in the field, exhibit- 
ed the best evidence of the address of their commander, 
in training them to exact discipline, and exciting in 
them a martial spirit. Hi5 officers expressed the great 
affection and respect, which they entertained for his 
character, by an unanimous address, presented to him 
at the close of this campaign ; and the inhabitants of 
the frontiers placed full confidence in him, even at a' 
time when he was unable to defend them from the 
slaughter and devastation of the enemy. 

Colonel Washington now saw the great. object at 
tuned, to which for years ho had directed his whole 
mind. The enemy was driven from the Ohio, and hit 
country, in a great measure, relieved from the carnage 
and distress of an Indian war. His health was impair- 
ed by the arduous services of the campaign ; and his 
private concerns demanded his attention. He there- 
fore resigned his military commission, and retired to 
the tranquil scenes of domestick lif^ 
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CHAPTER n. 

ObImwI Wuhiiifton*t Mamaf»— Hit management of the Eitate of 
Mount Vernon^Appoiated a Jud^o of the County Court, and a 
If ember of the Virj^inia Legislature — Chosen a Member of the 
flret Coofrese—Appointed Commander in Chief of the American 
Force*— Arrives at Cam»-- Arranges the Army— Deficiei «y of 
Arms and Ammunition — Colonel Arnold detached to Q,ueijeck— 
Bucoess of American Cruisers — ^Evils of temporary enlistment*^ 
An attack on the Enemy's Posts meditated — ^Possesaioo taken of 
the Heights of Dorchester — ^Boston evacuated. 

1759. Sooiv after the resignation of his military 
oommUsion, Colonel Washington married Mrs. Mar- 
tha Costis, a yonng and beautiful widow, who possesaed 
■n ample fortune, and who was endowed with those 
amiaJMe and pleanng accomplishments of mind and 
manners, which give the best security (or happiness in 
the married state. With her he lived in all the con- 
fidence, endearment, and felicity which this relation 
can produce. 

On his estate of Mount Vernon, he extenaivoly en- 
ghged in the business of agriculture, and was greatly 
distinguished for the judgment he displayed in the im<* 
nrovem^nt- of his lands. Every branch of business 
was conducted upo.: system, exact method and econo- 
my were observed throughout every department of his 
Ipousehold, the accounts of his overseers he weekly 
inspected, the divisions of his farm were numbered, 
the expense of cultivation, and the produce of each lot 
were regularly registered ; and, at one view he could 
determine the profit or lose of any crop, and ascertain 
the respective advantages of particular modes of hus- 
bandry. He became one of the greatest landholders 
in North America. Besides other great and valuable 
tracts, his Mount Vernon estate consisted of nine thou- 
sand acres, all under his own management. On which, 
in die year, he raised seven thousand bushels of wheat. 
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and ten thousand of Indian com. His domeitick and 
farming establishments were composed of nearly a 
thousand persons ; and the woollen and linen cloth 
necessarj for their use, was chiefly manufactured on 
the estate.* 

Order and industry were carried into all his con- 
cerns. The authority he exercised over his slaves was 
blended with great tenderness and humanity, and theif 
affection and gratitude entnired a prompt and cheerful 
obedience to his comrnamls. Mount Vernon was evei 
the seat of hospitality, and here its rights were liberal 
ly exercised. Colonel Washington, although exact 
in requiring the punctual fulfilment of contracts and 
engagements, yet was diffusive in offices of humanity, 
and deeds of charity to those of his vicinity who need- 
ed his assistance. 

From the close of the war on the frontiers of Vir- 
ginia, to the commencement of the revolutionary 
contest. Colonel Washington acted as a Judge of a 
County Court, and represented his district in the 
House of Burgesses of his Province. Although never 
distinguished as a popular speaker, yet the sound- 
ness of his judgment, the wisdom of his counsels, 
and the uniform propriety of his behaviour, secured 
him the confidence and esteem of all who were ac- 
quainted with his character. 

While a Legislator of Virginia, he took an active 
part in oppobition to the principle assumed by the 
British Parliament, to tax the American colonies. 
When it became expedient to train the militia for the 
defence of those rights, which the country determined 
never to sacrifice, the independent companies in tlie 
Northern part of Virginia chose him their Commander. 

He was elected a member of the first Congress, 
which met in Philadelphia in 1774 ; in i\hich bouy he 
had a distinguished agency in the arrangement of the 

* See " Legacies of Washing on " prm!ed at Treatoa 
in 1800. 

4* 
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military rosources of the United Provinces. Ue wa» 
the activo member of all GommitteeB, to which buai- 
neu of this nature was entrusted. 

At the commencement of hoetilities, Con- 
^^rnd^* gress deemed it necessary to appoint a Com- 
mander in Chief of the American fdrces. 
The eminent character of Colonel Washihoton point- 
ed him out as the best qualified to unite the confidence 
of the publick, and successfully to conduct the ardu- 
ous conflicts of the war. Congress unanimously elect- 
ed him '^ General and Commander in Chief of the 
United Colonies, and of all the forces now raised, and 
to be raised by them." When the President of Con- 
gress communicated his election, he thus addressed him. 

<* Mr. President, although I am truly sensible of the 
high honour don6 me in this appointment, yet I feel 
great distress from a consciousness that my abilities 
ftnd military experience may not be equal to the ex- 
tensive trust. However, as the Congress desire it, I 
will enter upon the momentous duty, and exert every 
power I possess in their service, and for the support of 
the glorious cause. I beg they will accept my most 
cordial thanks for this distinguished testimony of their 
approbation. 

*< But lest some unlucky event should happen, un- 
favourable to my reputation, I beg it may be remem- 
bered by every gentleman in the room, that I this day 
declare, with the utmost sincerity, I do not think my- 
self equal to the command I am honoured with. I beg 
leave, Sir, to assure the Congress, that, as no pecunia- 
ry consideration could have tempted me to accept this 
arduous employment, at the expense of my domestick 
ease and happiness, I do not wish to make any profit 
ftom it. I will keep on exact account of my expenses. 
These, I doubt not, they will discharge, and that is all 
I desire.*' 

Congress, when his commission was executed, 
ananimousl/^and solemnly resolved, to support him 
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with their lives and fortunes, as the general of their 
may, in defence of the country. General Washing* 
TON instantly prepared to enter upon the eventful du« 
ties of his command. The difficulties whicli he was 
to encounter , will clearly appear from a slight view of 
the stateof the country,and of the condition of the army. 

As a means to repel the encroachments of the Bri- 
tish Parliamffnt^the American merchants had generally 
Metered into resolutions, not to import articles of mer« 
ehandise fbom Great Britain ; and at the commence- 
ment of the war, the country was, in a great degree, 
destitute of ammunition, and of every material necessa 
ry to clothe an army, and furnish the men with tents. 
There were no considerable magazines of provisions, 
and fbw tools suitable for the work of fortification 
The men who composed the army were raised by dif 
ibrent States, on short enlistments, and on different 
establishments ; and they carried into the camp, the 
feelings and habits formed by their respective pursuits 
in private life. They were animated by the love of 
liberty, and possessed the resolution and bravery of 
h^rdy yeomanry ; but they could not easily bo brought 
to submit to the rigid rules of military subordination 
and discipline. The authority of Congress and of dif- 
fbrent Colonies was blended in all the arrangements of 
the army. These causes occasioned numerous and com- 
plicated embarrassments to the Commander in Chief. 

The appointment of General Washington was uni- 
versally approved. On his journey to head quarters, 
he met ^^ 'th the most respectful attention, and receiv- 
ed the fullest assurances of assistance and support. 
He was escorted by companies of volunteers ; and, at 
Springfield, a hundred miles from Boston, a Commit- 
tee of the Congress of Massachusetts met, and attend- 
ed him to Cambridge. 

On his arrival that body presented him an 

1775 address, in which they expressed their entire 

satisfaction with his appointment, and pledged 
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the most effectual co-operation with his measures, in 
their power. His answer was well calculated to in- 
crease the attachment to his person, and the confidence 
in his talents, which the publick already entertained. 

" Gentlemen, your kind congrratulations on my ap- 
pointment and arrival, demand my warmest acknow- 
ledgments, and will over be retained in grateful re- 
membrance. In exchanging the enjoyment of domes- 
tick life, for the duties of my present honourable, but 
arduous situation, I only emulate the virtue and pub- 
lick spirit of the whole Province of Massachusetts, 
which, with a firmness and patriotism without an ex- 
ample, has sacrificed all the comforts of social and po- 
litical life, in support of the rights of mankind, and the 
welfare of our common country. My highest ambition 
is to be the happy instrument of vindicating these 
rights, and to see this devoted Province again restored 
to peace, liberty, and safety." 

The British army, at this time, commanded by Gene- 
ral Ga^^e, was strongly posted in three divisions ; on 
fiunker's Hill, a mile firom the ferry of Charles's River, 
on Cop's Hill in Boston, and on Roxbury neck. These 
fortified posts secured the isthmus of Boston, and that 
of Charlestown, the only avenues by land into those 
towns. Floating batteries and armed ships, stationed 
in the waters whicli surround Boston, supported tho 
positions of the British, and kept open the communica- 
tion between them. 

Tho American army was posted at Roxbury, Cam 
briilge, and on 'Winter and Prospect Hills, ir front of 
Bunker's Hill. These positions formed a crescent of 
twulve miles In extent Afler reconnoitring the situa- 
tion of the enemy, and examining the state of his own 
army, tho General attempted a better organization of 
the troops. He formed them into three divisions ; the 
division at Roxbury formed the right wing of the 
army, and was commanded by General Ward ; tho 
ciivision on Prospect and Winter Hills composed tho 
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iefl wing, and was commanded by General Lee ', and 
the troops at Cambridge formed the centre, and were 
commanded by General Washington in person. The 
forces were deemed incompetent to defend this extend- 
ed camp, but the situation of the country did not fa 
Tour a more compact arrangement; nor could the 
neighbouring country be otherwise defended &om the 
depredations of the enemy. 

These positions were secured by lines and forts; 
and a few companies of men were posted in the towns 
around Boston Bay, most exposed to annoyance by 
British armed vessels. 

General Washihgtoh found himself embarrassed by 
the total want of system in every department of the 
army. In the execution of the duties of his com* 
mission, it became necessary to open a correspond- 
ence^ not only with the Continental Congress, nxA 
with most of the Governments of the Colonies, but 
also with the Cmnmittees of all those towns which 
furnished supplies for the army. In a letter to Con- 
gress on this subject, he observes, 

** I should be extremely deficient of gratitude, aa 
well as justice, if I did not^ take the first opportunity 
to acknowledge the readiness and attention which tlie 
Congress, and the difierent Committees have shown, 
to make every thing as convenient and agreeable as 
possible ; but there is a vital and inherent principle of 
delay, incompatible with military service, in transact- 
ing business through such various and different chan- 
nels. I esteem it my duty, therefore, to represent tlie 
inconvenience that must unavoidably ensue from a de- 
pendence on a number of persons for supplies, and 
submit it to the consideration of Congress, whether the 
publick service will not be the best promoted by ap- 
pointing a Commissary General for the purpose." 

An inquiry into the state of the magazine of powder 
was among the first cares of General Washinoton, 
and three hundred i^d three barrels in store was the 
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ivturn made to him. Soon after he diBcovered, thai 
this return embraced the whole quantity brought into 
camp, without deducting what had been expended ; 
and that tjierc remained on hand only sufficient to 
furnish the army with nine cartridges a man. While 
the greatest caution w^as used to keep this alarming 
fact a secret, the utmost exertions were employed to 
obtain u supply of this article of absolute necessity in 
war. Application was made to all the Colonies, and 
measures were adopted, to import powder into the 
country. The immediate danger was soon removed 
by an arrival of a small quantity sent from EUzabeth- 
town, in New-Jersey. Under the perplexities which 
arose from the defect of arms, the want of clothing 
and magazines, from the want of engineers, and from 
the confused state of the staff department, the mind of 
General Washington was, in some measure, cheered 
by a view of the men who composed his troops. '^ It 
requires," says he, in a letter to the President of Con- 
gress, " no military skill to judge of the difficulty of " 
introducing proper discipline and subordination into an 
army, while we have the enemy in view, and are daily 
in expectation of an attack ; but it is of so much im- 
portance, that every effort will be made that time and 
circumstances will admit. In the mean time, I have 
a sincere pleasure in observing that there are materials 
for a good army ; a great number of able bodied men, 
active, zealous in the cause, and of unquestionable 
courage." The details of the departments of the Pay- 
master, Quartermaster, and Commissary, fell upon 
General Washington, and he urged Congress to 
fill them. Being himself authorised to make the ap- 
pointments, he called to his assistance the general 
staff, which is necessary for the regular support and 
expeditious movements of an army ; and assiduously 
prosecuted plans to organize and discipline his troops. 
General Gage had, at his disposal, a force consist 
iri^ cf eight thiU^and men, and, by tlie aid of his 
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•hipping, he was enabled to dir«^ct it to any point of 
the extended lines of the Americans, whose army did 
not amount to more than fourteen thousand and five 
hundred men. General Washington was fully ap- 
prized of his danger, and early summoned the Gene- 
ral officers to deliberate upon the expediency of at- 
tempting to support their present position, or of taking 
one in their rear more compact. The council with 
unanimity advised to remain in their present lines. 
The reasons in support of this opinion were, the imme- 
diate effect which a retrograde movement would have 
to animate the British, and to depress the American 
troops; the unfavourable impression that would be 
made upon thj publick mind ; the devastation of the 
fertile country, that must be opened to the enemy, and 
the difficulty of finding a strong position in the rear. 
As a precautionary measure, it was determined that 
they would not take possession of the heights of Dor- 
chester, nor oppose the attempt of General Gage to 
gain them. In case of an attack and defeat, the 
heights in Cambridge,* and the rear of tlie lines in 
Roxbury, were appointed as places of rendezvous. 
The enemy was watched with vigilant attention ; and 
any movements which threatened a dirtant invasion, 
were communicated to Congress, and to the Execu- 
tives of the Provinces particularly exposed. 

The enemy had been taugiit respect for the Ameri^ 
can army by the battle of Bunker's Hill, and their 
plans, from that period through the year, were direct* 
ed to self defence. With little interruption, both ar- 
mies were employed in strengthening their respective 
lines and p^sts. The few skirmishes which took place 
between small parties neither in their nature nor their 
consequences merit notice. 

The mere defence of lines did not satisfy the enter- 
prizing and patriotick mind of General Washington. 

" Judge Marshall denominates these heights, *'* Wclcl' 
Mountains.^' This name is not known in their vicinity. 
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liVltli extreme anxietv he ooticed the expenie of the 
Cftmpaigii, without poeaeeaiDg the meuis of diminiah* 
ing it 

He Anew that his country was destitute of revenue, 
&nd apprehended that her resources must soon be ex* 
hausted. In a few months the armj of course would 
be disbanded, and the enlistment of another he con* 
ceived to be extremely difficult, if practicable ; power- 
ful reinforcements to the enemy were, in the Spring, 
to be expected from England ; and he thought it 
doubtful, whether proportionate strength could bo col* 
locted in the Colonies to meet them in the field. He 
conceived it, therefore, of vast importance to the 
American cause to subdue the anry in Boston, before 
it could be reinforced. An event of this magnitude 
would unite and animate the Colunies, and convince 
Great Britain, that America was determined in her 
opposition to the measures of Parliament. Under 
these impressions he ofien reconnoitred the enemy, and 
collected information of their numbers and strength 
from every possible source. The attempt to dislodge 
the British he well knew would be attended with ex* 
* treme hazard , but it was his opinion, that the proba- 
bility cf ultimate success, and the groat advantages ao« 
cruing from it, warranted the effort. In a letter to the 
General Officers, he stated the questions, to vrbich he 
desir3d them to direct their close attention ; and afler 
sufficient time had been given for deliboration, he 
called them into council to determine, whether an 
attack on Boston should be made. The result was 
an unanimous opinion, '^ that for the present, at least) 
the attempt ought not to be made." To continue the 
blockade, and to strengthen their lines, was all that 
remained in their power. 

Although the Commander in Chief acquiesced in 
the decision of the Council, yet it was evident, from 
his letter to Congress, that he himself felt inclined to 
risk the attack. Probably this inclination was in- 
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er«Med by the wiahes of Congress, previoosly Aiom- 
municatod to him. 

ThA scarcity of fresh provisions in Boston induced the 
ffwmy to send small paitJes to collect the stock along 
the shores of the continent, within protecting distance 
flf their armed yossels. This imposed a heavy bur 
den upon the towns on tho seaboard, in the defence of 
their property ; and tne Governours of several of 
tt« Colonies were frequent and importunate in their 
vequest to General Washington to detach forces from 
kiM army for their protection. He was dmbarrassed 
l^y repeated requisitions of this nature. To make the 
required detachments, would expose the main army to 
inevitable destruction ; and to deny the requests, would 
occasion dissatisfactions, which endangered a cause 
that could be supported only bj^ pub]ick opinion. To 
relieve hmi from this embarrassment, Congress passed 
a resolution, ** That the army before Boston was de- 
signed only to oppose the enemy in that place, and 
ought not to be weakened by detachments for the s» 
curity of other parts of the country." 

General Washinston early gave an example of the 
bun^ane manner in . which lie determined to conduct 
the war. By the representations of individuals from 
Nova Scotia, Congress was led to suppose that a smaD 
lores frbm the American army, aided by those inhabit- 
ants of that Province who were in the American in- 
terest, might surprise a British garrison at Fort Cum- 
berland; at the head of the Bay of Fundy, and possess 
themselves of valuable military stores, if not retain 
(he country ; the measure was, therefore, recommend- 
•d by that body to their General. On examination he 
fbuod that the stores were of no magnitude, and that 
th^ expedition would expose the friends of America in 
that Province to inevitable ruin, from the p' osecutions 
of their own Government, and he discountenanced the 
scheme. The attempt was, however, eventually made 
by a few indiscreet individuals, but it failed, and in 
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voWeo the inhabitants of Nova Scotia, v ho Bngttgtd 
in it, iu the predicted ruin. 

Some of the American cruisers, acting without puh- 
lick orders, brought three of the principal inliabitantfl 
of tlie Island of St. John into General Washinoto.h*i 
camp ; he treated them with the greatest tenderness, 
and permitted them immediately to return to their 
distressed families. 

In the course of the Autumn, gradual approaches 
were made towards the British posts. The army be- 
ing strengthened by the arrival of Morgan's Riflemen 
from Virginia, and a number of regiments from Con- 
necticut and P.hode-Island, General Wasringtoh de- 
tached Colonel Arnold, with a thousand men, 
1775.* ^y ^^^ rivers KennebeclL and St. Francis, to 
co-operate with General Montgomery in Cana- 
da ; and, if possible, to surpribe Quebeck, the capital 
of that Province. Arnold, and about six hundred of 
bis men, actuated by unconquerable resolution, with 
inconceivable fatigue reached Quebeck. The situa- 
tion of the garrison corresponded with the presump- 
tions on which the expedition was founded ; but a 
number of circumstances, not open to human foresight, 
nor controllable by human prudence, rendered it un- 
successful. 

Through the season, the highest endeavours of the 
Commander in Chief were exerted to procure arms 
and ammunition for his troops, and partial success at 
tended the measures adopted in every part of the 
union to accomplish this important purpose. A suc- 
cessful voyage was also made to Africa, and every 
pound of gunpowder for sale in the Biitish factoriei 
on that coast was obtained in exchange for New- 
England rum. Capt. Manly, in the privateer Lee, 
captured ^ British ordnance ship, laden with military 
stores, so completely adapted to the wants of the 
American army, that had Congress made out an in- 
voice, a better assortment could not have been pro« 
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eared. Ck>n8id3ratioiiB respecting the re-enfistment 
of the army lay with immense weight on the mind of 
General Washington, and he repeatedly invited the 
attention of Congress to this subject. In September, 
Congress appointed a Committee of their own boay 
to repair to Head Quarters, to consult with the Com- 
mander in Chief, and the Executives of the New-Eug- 
land.ProvinceSy " on the most effectual method of con- 
tinuing, supporting, and regulating a Continental ar 
my." The result of their deliberation was, that the 
new army should consist of twenty thousand three 
hundred and seventy-two men; but unhappily, the 
men were to be enlisted only for one year. The evils 
resulting from short enlistments were severely felt at 
the close of the next campaign, even to the utmost 
hazard of the independence of the country. 

Various causes operated to lead Congress to the al- 
most fatal plan of temporary military establishments. 
Among the most important of these, was a prospect of 
accommodation with the parent state. Want of ex- 
perience in the management of war upon an extensive 
scale was another. The revolutionary conflict placed 
the people of America in a situation in which all the 
energies of the human mind are brought into action, 
and man makes his noblest efforts ; the occasion called 
upon the publick theatre statesmen and warriours, who, 
by the wise and honourable execution of the complicat 
ed duties of their new characters, surprised the world ; 
still from them errours of inexperience were to be ex- 
pected. The fear of accumulating expense, which tlie 
resources of the country could not discharge, had a 
leading influence to dete' the American Government 
from the adoption of permanent military establish- 
ments ; although the recommendations of Congress, 
and the regulations of State Conventions had, in the 
day of enthusiasm, the force of laW, yet the ruling 
power thought it Inexpedieitt to attempt to raise large 
sums by direct taxes, at a time when the commerce of 
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the eoontry was annihilated, and th^ enltivatois of 
the ground were subjected to heavy Bervicei in tba 
lield of war. The onlj recourse was to a paper me» 
dium, without funds for its redomptioui or for the sup* 
port of its credit, and therefore of necessity subject to 
depreciation, and, m its nature, capable of only a tern* 
porary currency ; Congress, therefore, was juibtly 
afraid of the expense of a permanent army. Jea* 
lousy toward a standing army had a poweriVil in- 
fluence upon the military arrangements of Ameri* 
ca; this jealous spirit early insinuated itself into 
the Legislative bodies of the Colonies, and was dia* 
played in many of their measures. It appears ia 
the address presented by the Provincial Assembly of 
New- York to General Washington, while on his 
journey to the American camp. ** We have the fullest 
assurance, say they, that whenever this important 
contest shall be decided, by that fondest wish of each 
American soul, an accommodation with our Mothet 
Country, you will cheerfully resign the important de- 
posite committed into your hands, and reassume tho 
character of our worthiest citizen." Congress, as a 
body, unquestionably felt this jealousy, and was afraid 
to trust a standing army with the power necessary to 
conduct the war, lost, at its successful termination, thii 
army should become the master of the country for 
whose liberties it had fought. The plan of temporary 
enlistments was adopted by Congress, in the confident 
persuasion, that draughts on every occasion might be 
made from the militia, to oppose any force Britain 
could bring into the field ; and that the native pa- 
triotism and bravery of the Americans would prove 
superiour to the mechanic&l movements of disciplined 
troops. 

There being no magazines of arms in the country, 
the soldiers of the first campaign were of necessity 
permitted to bring their own muskets into service^ 
although their different length and size occasioned 
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much inconvenience. By the regulation of Congreti 
ibr the new enlistment, the soldiers, who chose nut to 
serve another campaigni were not permitted to carry 
home their arms ; but they were to receive payment 
for them by appraisement. Every soldier who enlist- 
•d was to find a gun, or pay a dollar to the Govern* 
ment for the use of one during the campaign. Every 
soldier, who found himself a blanket was to receive 
two dollars. As it was impracticable to clothe the 
army in uniforms, clothes of different colours were 
provided, the price of which was to, be deujcted from 
tho wages of the men. 

As soon as the plan of the new army was settledi 
General Washington adopted measures to carry it 
into execution. In general orders he directec, that 
all officers, who intended to decline the service of 
their country' at the expiration of their present engage- 
ments, should in writing make known their inten- 
tion to their respective Colonels ; which was to be 
communicate to the General Officers commanding 
Brigades. " Those brave men, and true patriojts, who 
resolved to continue to servo and defend their bre- 
thren, privileges, and property," were called upon in 
the same manner to make known their intentions, and 
to consider themselves as engaged to the last of De- 
cember, 1776, unless sooner discharged by Congress. 

The period of patriotick enthusiasm hud, in some 
measure, passed away ; numbers of officers consented 
conditionally to remain in the army, and many mado 
no communication on the subject. Immediate deci- 
sion was necessary; pjid, in new orders, the Com- 
mander in Chief solemnly called upon them 
Oct. 30. for a direct and unconditional answer to his 
inquiry. " The times,'' he observed, " and 
the importance of the great cause we are engaged in, 
alio A* no room for hesitation and delay. ^Vhen life, 
liberty, and property are at stake ; when our country 
b in danger of being a melancholy bcene of bloodshed 
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uid desolation ; when our towns are laid in ashes ; in* 
nocent women and children driven from their peaceful 
habitationsi exposed to the rigours of an inclement 
sea>'on, to depend, perhaps, on the hand of charity for 
support; when ciJamities like these are staring 09 
in the face, and a brutal enemj are threateniBg us^ 
and every thing wo hold dear, with destruction from 
foreign troops ; it little becomes the character of a sol- 
dier to shrink from danger, and condition for new 
terms. It is the General's intention to indulge both 
oi&cers and soldiers, who compose the new army, with 
furloughs for a reasonable time ; but this must be done 
in such a manner as not to injure the service, or 
weaken the army too much at once." 

The troops were assured that clothes, on reasonable 
terms, wero provided " for those brave soldiers, who 
Intended to continue in the army another year." With 
great difficulty the arrangement of officers was com- 
pleted, and recruiting orders were imme* 
Nov. IS. diately issued. Recruiting officers were di- 
rected to *^ be careful not to enlist any per- 
son suspected of being unfriendly to the liberties of 
America, or any abandoned vagabond, to whom all 
causes and countries are equal, and alike indiferent. 
The rights of mankind and the freedom of America 
would have numbers sufficient to support them, with- 
out resorting to such wretched ossistance. Let those, 
who wish to put shackles upon freemen, fill their ranks 
with, and place their confidence in, such miscreants." 
To aid the cause, popular songs were composed and 
circulated through the camp, calculated to inspire 
the soldiery with the love of country, and to induce 
them to engage anew in the publick service. But 
unfortunately, th^ army at this time was badly sup- 
plied with clothing, pf'ovisions, and fuel, and the conse- 
quent sufferings of the soldiers, operating upon their 
•trong desire to visit their homes, prevented their on- 
Iktment in the expected numbers. On the last daT of 
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December, when the 6r8t term of service expired, only 
nine thousand six hmoidred and fifty men had enlisted 
lor tho new army, and many of these were of necessity 
permitted to be absent on furlough. It was found im- 
possible to retain the old troops a dngle day after their 
times expired. General Washikgtoh called upon the 
Governments of the neighbouring Provinces for de 
tachments of militia to man his lines, and he was high 
ly gratified by the prompt compliance with his demand 
In & letter to Congress he writes, ** The militia that 
•re come in, both from this Province and Now-Hamp- 
siiire, are very fine looking men, and go through their 
doty with great alacrity. The despatch made, both 
by the people in marching, and by the Legislative 
powers in complying with my requisition, has given 
mo infinite satisfiiction.** 

In the space of time, between that of disbanding the 
old army, and of an effective force, from the new re- 
cruits, the lines were often in a defenceless state ; the 
enemy must have known the fact ; «ind no adequate 
reason can be assigned, why an attack was not made. 
^' It is not," says General WASHiircTov, in 
177b ^^ ccmmunications to Congress, " in the 
pages of history to furnish a case like ours. 
To maintain a post, within musket shot of the enemy, 
for six months together, without ammunition, and, at 
the same time, to disband one army and recruit another, 
within that distance of twenty odd British regiments, 
is more, probably, than ever was attempted. But if 
we succeed as well in the last, as we have heretofore 
in the first, I shall think it the most fortunate event 
of my whole life." 

To defend the American lines with an incompetent 
number of troops, with defective arms, and without an 
adequate supply of ammunition ; to disband one army 
and recruit another in the face of eight thousand Bri- 
tish soldiers, will be viewed as a hazardous measure, 
and will be supposed, with the organization and dise^ 
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fUne of the men, to have emplojred e?erjr active power 
of the Genera] ; yet this did not satisfy his mind. He 
knew, that Confess, with anxious solicitude contem- 
plated more decisive measures, and that the country 
looked for events of greater magnitude. The publick 
was ignorant of his actual situation, and conceived hi« 
means for offensive operations to be much greater, thaa 
in reality they were; and from him expected the capture 
or expulsion of the British army in Boston. He felt 
the importance of securing the confidence of his coun- 
trymen by some brilliant action, and was fully sensible 
that his own reputation was liable to suffer, if he con- 
fined himself solely to measures of defence. To pub- 
lish to his anxious country, in his vindication, the state 
of his army, would be to acquaint the enemy with hie 
weakness, and to involve his destruction. 

The firmness and patriotism of General Washiho- 
TON, were displayed in making the good of his country 
an object of higher consideration, than the applause fi 
those, who were incapable of forming a correct opinion 
of the propriety of hio measures. On this, and on 
many other occasions during the war, he Mrithstood the 
voice of the populace, rejected the entreaties of the 
sanguine, and refused to adopt the plans of the rash, 
that ho might ultimately secure the groat object of 
contention. 

While he resulutely rejected every measure, that in 
his calm and deliberate judgment, he did not approve, 
he daily pondered upon the practicability of a success- 
ful attack upon 'Boston. As a preparatory step, be 
took possession of Plowed Hill, Cobble Hill, und Lech- 
mere's Pnirt, and upon them erected fortifications. 
Those posts brought him within half a mile of the 
enemy's works on Bunker's Hill ; and, by his artillery, 
he drove the British floating batteries fr' m their sta- 
tions in Charles's River. He erected floating batteriee, 
to watch the movements of his enemy, and to aid in 
any offensive operations, that circumstances might 
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waitmt He took the opinion of hit General Offieerb 
M second time refpecting the meditated attack ; they 
again luiuiimoiisiy gave their opinion in oppprition to 
the ■uHurare, and this opinion wae immediately oom» 
manicated to Congress. Congress appeared still to 
fiivoor the attempt, and, that an iqpprehension of dan- 
gel to the town of Boston, might not have an undue 
i&liMence upon the operations of the army, resolve**. 
** That if General Washingtor and his 
Dza. 1775. Council of war should be of opinion, that 
a sttcecsafol attaiCk might be made on the 
tnxipe Is Boston, he should make it in any manner he 
aught think expedient, notwithstanding the town, and 
pfoperty therein, might thereby be destroyed." 

General Howe had, in October, succeeded General 
Gage in the command of the British army, and through 
the winter confined himself to measures of defence. 

The inability of the American General to accom- 
plish the great object of the campaign, repeatedly 
pointed out by Congress, was a source of extreme 
mortification ; but be indulged the hope of success in 
seme military operati(«s during the winter, that would 
oorrespond with the high expectations of his country, 
and preeiwe him honour in his exalted station of Com 
mander in Chief of the American armies. Tn his re* 
ply to the President of Congress, on the re 
1776^' ception of the resolution, authorizing an at- 
tack en the fortified posts in Boston, ho ob- 
served, *< The resolution tehXive to the troopR in Bos* 
ton, I beg the favour of you, Sir, to assure Congress, 
riiati be attempted to be put in execution the first mo- 
ment I see a probability of success, and in such a way 
as a Council of officers shall think ^ost likely to pro- 
duce it ; bat if this should not happen as soon as you 
may expect, or my wishes prompt to, I request that 
Congress will be pleased to revert to my situation, and 
do me the justice to believe that circimistances, and 
mal want of inclination, are the cause of delay." 
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Early in Janunry, he accordingly sammoned ■ 
Council of war, at which Mr. John Adams, then ■ 
Member of Congress, and Mr. James Warren, Presi* 
dent- of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, 
were present ; in which it was resolved, " That a 
vigorous attempt ought to be made on the ministerial 
troops in Boston, before they can be reinforced in the 
Spring, if the means can be provided, and a favourable- 
opportunity shall offer." It was also advised, " That 
thirteen regiments of militia should be asked for, from 
Massachusetts and the neighbouring Colonies, in or* 
der to put them in a condition to make the attempt. 
The militia to assemble the first of February, and to 
continue, if necessary, until the first of March." The 
reinforcements thus obtained, amounted to between 
four and five thousand men ; but thus far the winter 
proved unusually mild, and the waters about Boston 
were not frozen. The General, in his official commu- 
nication to the National Legislature, says, " Congresg 
in my last, would discover my motives for strengthen- 
ing these lines with the militia but whether, as the 
weather turns out exceeding mild, insomuch as to 
promise nothing favourable from ice, and there is no 
appearance of powder, I shall be able to attempt any 
thing decisive, time ou\y can determine. No person 
on earth wishes more earnestly to destroy the nest in 
BoAou than I do ; no person would be willing to go 
greater lengths than I shall to accomplish it, if it shall 
be thought adviseable ; but if we have neither powder 
to bombard with, nor ice to pass on, we shall be in no 
better situation than we have been in all the year : 
we shall be worse, because tbeir works are stronger.*' ' 

While anxiously waiting to embrace any fiiveurablo 
opportunity that might present to annoy the enemy, 
General Washington seriously meditated upon the 
importance of establishing a permanent army. His 
experience enabled him to anticipate the evils that 
must ensue at the expiration of the period for which 
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the present troops were engr&g^d, and he bent the 
whole force of his mind to induce Congress seasonably 
to adopt measures to prevent them. In a letter to the 
President of Congress, dated February 9, he entered 
thus (uily into the subject. 

"The disadvantages attending the limited enlist* 
ment of troops, are too apparent to those who are eye 
witnesses of them, to render any animadversions neces- 
ati'y ; but to gentlemen at a distance, whose attention 
19 engrossed by a thousand important objects.^ the case 
may be otherwise. 

'' That this cause precipitated the fate of the brave, 
and much to be lamented General Montgomery, and 
brought on the defeat which followed thereun^m, I 
have not the most distant doubt : for, had he not been 
apprehensive of the troops leaving him at so important 
a crisis, but continued the blockade of Quebcck, a ca> 
pitulation, (firom the best accounts I have been able to 
collect) must inevitably have followed. And, that wo 
were not at one time obliged to dispute these lines, un- 
der disadvantageous circumstances, (proceeding from 
the same cause, to wit, the troops disbanding them- 
selves before the militia could be got in) is to me a 
matter of wonder and astonishment ; and proves that 
Qeneral Howe was either unacquainted with our situa- 
tion, or restrained by his instructions from putting 
any thing to a hazard till his reinforcements should 
arrive. 

" The instance of General Montgomery, (I mention 
it because it is a striking o^e ; for a number of others 
might be adduced) proves, that instead of having men 
to take advantage of circumstances, you are in a man- 
ner compelled, right or wrong, to make circumstances 
yi«ld to a secondary consideration. Since the first of 
December, I have been devising every means in my 
power to secure these encampments ; and though 1 am 
sensible that we never have, since tbat period, been 
able to act upon the offensive, and at times not in ■ 
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eondition to defend, yet the coet of maicbing home pst 
•et of meD| bringing in another, the havock and wMta 
occasioned by the first, the repairs necessary for tht 
Mcond, with a thousand incidental charges aod incQ%- 
▼eniences which have arisen, and which it is 8car«9 
possible to recollect or describe, amount to near as 
much as the keeping up a respectable body of troo]^ 
the whoio time, ready for any emergency, would );av« 
done. To this may be added, that you never oan barf 
a well disciplined army. 

<' To bring men well acquainted with the dutief pC 
t soldier, requires time. To bring them under proper 
discipline and subordination, not only requires tum^ 
but is a work of great dii&culty ; and in this arnijP« 
where there is so little distinction between the offieevf 
and soldiers, requires an uncommon degree of attoa- 
tion. To expect then, the same service from r^w and 
undisciplined reciuits, as from veteran soldiers, is tp 
expect what never did, and perhaps never will Happenu 
Men who are familiarized to danger, meet it without 
shrinking ; whereas, those who have never seen ser- 
vice, often apprehend danger where no danger in. 
Throe things prompt men to a regular discharge of 
their duty in time of action — ^natural bravery, hope of 
reward, and fear of punishment. The two first aje 
common to the untutored aiyi the disciplined soldier i 
but the latter most obviously distinguishes the 0119 
from the other. A coward, when taught to believpi 
that if he break his ranks aj»d s,handon his colours, he 
will be punished with death hy his own party, will takp 
his chance against the enemy ; but a man who thinks 
little of the one, and is fearful of the other, act^ fron^ 
present feelings, regardless of eonsequences. 

" Again, men of a day's standing will not look fi)r- 
ward ; and, from experience we find, that as the tiipa 
approaches for their discharge, they grow careless of 
their arms, ammunition, camp utensils, &c. Nay, 
even the barracks themselves, lay us under additipiiail 



1776.] LIFE OF WASHINGTON. «1 

ezpenie in providing^ for oTory freih seti when wo 
find it next to impossible to procure such articles &■ 
are absolutely necessary in the first instance. To thii 
may be added, tho seasoning which new recruits muA 
have to a camp, and tho loss consequent thereupon* 
But this is not all : men, engaged for a short, limited 
time only, have the officers too much in their power : 
lor to obtain a degree of popularity, in order to induce 
a second enlistment, a kind of familiarity takes place, 
which brings on a relaxation of discipline, unlicensed 
fhrloughs, and other indulgences, incompatible with 
order and good government ; by which means, the 
latter part of the time for which tho soldier was en- 
gaged, is spent in undoing, what you were aiming to 
inculcate in the first. 

** To go into an enumeration of all the evils we 
have experienced in this late great change of the ar* 
my, and the expenses incidental to it — ^to say nothing 
of the hazard we have run, and must run, between the 
discharging of one army and the enlistment of another, 
unless an enormous ekpense of militia be incurred— 
would greatly exceed the bounds of a letter. What I 
have already taken the liberty of saying, will serve to 
convey a general idea of the matter ; and therbfore I 
shall, with all due deference, take the liberty to give 
it as my opinion, that if the Congress have any reason 
to vielieve that there will be occasion for troops another 
year, and consequently of another enlistment, they 
would save money, and have infinitely better troops, 
if they were, even at a bounty of twenty, thirty, or 
more dollars, to engage the men already enlijted, ill 
January next ; and such others as may be wanted to 
complete the establishment, for, and during the wai 
I will not undertake to say, that the men can be had 
upon these terms ; but I am satisfied that it will never 
do to let the matter alone, as it was last year, til? t!ie 
time of service was near expiring. The hazard is too 
great in the first place ; in the next, the trouble and 
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pnrpiexlty of «.lisbanduig one army, andraicang another 
at the same instant, and in such a critical situation ai 
the last waSi is scarcely in the power of words to de- 
scribe, and such as no man, who has experienced it 
once, will ever undergo again/* 

Unhappily, tlie reasons which first induced Congress 
to adopt the plan of short enlistments, still had influ- 
ence on that body, and on many of the general ofiicen 
of the army ; nor were they convinced of their errour, 
but by the most distressing experience. 

The ico now became sufficiently strong 
Feb. 14. for General Washinqtoet to march his 
forces upon it, into Boston ; and he was 
himself inclined to risk a general assault upon the 
British posts, although he had not powder to make 
any extensive use of his artillery ; but his general of 
ficers in Council voted against the attempt, with 
whose decision he reluctantly acquiesced. In his 
communication of their opinion to Congress, he ob- 
served, " Perhaps the irksoraeness of my situation 
may have given different ideas to me, from those 
which influence the judgment of the gentlemea whom 
I consulted, and might have inclined me to put more 
to hazard than was consistent with prudence. If it had 
this effect, I am not sensible of it, as I endeavoured to 
give the subject all the consideration a matter of such 
importance required. True it is^ and I cannot help 
acknowledging, that I have many disagreeable sensa- 
tions on account of my situation ; for, to have the eyea 
of the whole continent fixed on me, with anxious ex- 
pectation of bearing of some great event, and to be re- 
strained in every military operation, for the want of the 
necessary means to carry it on, is not very pleasing ; 
especially, as the means used to conceal my weakness 
from the enemy, conceal it also from my firiends, and 
add 10 their wonder." 

By the last of February, the stock of powder was 
considerably increased, and the regular army amount- 
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ed to 14,000 ueiij which was reinforced by 6,000 of the 
militia of Massachusetts. General Washinotosi now 
resolved to take possession of the Heights of Dorches- 
ter, in the prospect that this movement would bring 
on a general engagement with the enemy, under fa- 
Tourable circumstances; or, should this expectation 
fiiil, from this position he would be enabled to annoy 
the ships in the harbour, and the troops in the town. 
Possessing these heights, he might erect works upon 
the points of land nearest to the southerly part of Bos- 
ton, which would command the harbour and a great 
part of the town, as well as the beach from which an 
embarcation must be made, in case the enemy was dis 
posed to evacuate the place. 

To mask the design, a severe cannonade and bom- 
bardment were opened on the British works and lines, 
for several nights in succession. As soon as the fhing 
began on the' night of the 4th of March, a strong de- 
tachment marched from Rozbury, over the neck, and, 
without discovery, took possession of the heights. 
General Ward, who commanded the division of the 
army in Rozbury, had, foi:tunately, provided fascines 
before the resolution passed to fortify the place ; these 
were of great use, as the ground was deeply frozen ; 
and, in the course of the night, the party I y uncom- 
mon exertions erected works which deienHcd them 
against the shot of the enemy. On the next morning, 
the British manifested surprise and consternation at 
sight of the American fortifications. Mutual firings 
took place, but with little effect ; and the Americans 
laboured indefatigably to complete their works. 

On the contingence of an attack upon Dorchester 
Heights, by a strong force, it had been resolved, that 
four thousand of the American troops, in boats, should 
cross Charles river, protected by three floating batte- 
ries, and attempt to carry the British posts in Boston, 
and open the communication by the neck to the Ameri- 
can forces in Roxburv 



I 
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Admiral Shuldham informed General Howe, that 
the Americans must be dislodged, or be could not re- 
main with his fleet in Boston harbour. In pursuance 
of this intimation, on the aflernoon of the 5th, & de- 
tachment consisting of three thousand men fell down 
to Castle Island, now Fort Independence, a position 
which would facilitate the attack on the next morning 
but a violent storm, during the night, deranged the 
plan, and before the British were again in readiness to 
make the attempt, the American works became too 
formidable to bo assaulted. 

General Washirgtok, on this occasion, indulged « 
confident expectation of the success of his plans > and 
wished the meditated attack upon Dorchester to be 
made, in the sanguine hope, that the complete con- 
quest of the British troops in Boston would be its ulti- 
mate effect ; but the storm frustrated his prospects. 

The safety of the British fleet and arftij, rendered 
Ihe evacuation of Boston a necessary measure ; and 
»he arrangements of the enemy for this purpose, were 
soon communicated to General Washivgtov. A pa 
per, under the signature of four of the Selectmen, was 
sent out by a flag, containing a proposal, purporting to 
be made by General Howe, that on condition his army 
was periTdtted to embark without molestation, the 
town should be left without injury. The letter was 
directed to the Commander in Chief, but it did not 
bear the signature of General Howe, nor bina him to 
the observance of the condition. General Washikq- 
To» did not, therefore, ofliciany notice it ; but he di- 
rected the American officer, to whom it was delivered, 
to return an answer to the Selectmen, infonning them 
that their letter had been communicated to his Gene 
ral, and assigning the reasons why it had not been o^ 
ficially noticed ; but both the commanders appear to 
have tacitly complied with tlie conditions. The Bri- 
tish army was not annoyed in the {>reparatioiui to leave 
their post, nor was Nook's point fortified. On the 17th, ^ 
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the town was evacuated, and left in a better atate than 
was expected ; the houses were not damaged in any 
great degree ; but the British left few publick stores 
of -value. 

Although Halifax was mentioned, as the destined 
place of the British armament, yet General Washirg- 
Toir apprehended that New- York was their object 
On this supposition, he detached several brigades of 
his army to that city, before the evacuation of Boston 

General Howe remained a number of days in Nan 
tasket Road, and the Commander in Chief, when be 
entered Boston, as a measue of security, fortified Fort 
Hill. 

The issue of tbe campaign was I*ighly gratifying to 
all classes ; and the gratulation of his fellow-citizens 
upon the repossession of the metropolis of Massachu- 
setts, was more pleasing to the Commander in Chief 
than would have been the honours of a triumph. Con 
gross, to express the publick approbation of the milita 
ry achievements of their General, resolved, " That the 
thanks of Congress, in their own name, and in the 
name of the thirteen United Colonies, be presented to 
bis Excellency General Washington, and the officers 
and soldiers under his command, for their wise and 
spirited conduct in the siege and acquisition of Boston , 
and thpt a medal of gold be struck, in commemora- 
tion of this great event, and pre^nted to his Ex 
eellency." 

In his letter, informing Congress that he had exe 
euted their order, and communicated to the army th» 
vote of thanks, he observes, " They were indeed, a^ 
first, a band of undisciplined husbandmen, but it is 
under God, to their bravery and attention to tlieir dutv, 
that I am indebted for that success which has procured 
me the only reward I wish to receive, the aflection und 
ssteem of my countrymen." 
6« 
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Omerftl Waahinfton marehea the army to New-York — Fortifica- 
tion* of the City and River— Independence declared— Oeneral 
Howe landa on Staten Iiland— Interview between General Waaii- 
ington and Colonel Patterson— State of the Britiiltand American 
Force*— Camp at Brooklyn — Battle on Long Island — Retreat 
from it— The Citv and Island of New-York evacuated— Manoea- 
vres at White Plains — Fort Waahinffton taken— Gene/al Howe 
invades New-Jersey — Depression of the Americans— ^Senoral 
Washington invested with new Powers— Saccess at Trenton, and 
at Princeton — ^New-Jeraoy n^covered. 

1776. As soon as the necessary arrangements were 
made in Boston, in the persuasion tliat the Hudson 
would be the scene of the next campaign, General 
Washington marched the main body of his army to 
New- York, where he arrived himself the 14th of April. 

The situation of New-York was highly fayourable for 
an invading army, supported by a superiour naval force. 
The Sound, the North and East rivers, opened a direct 
access to any point on Long Island, York Island, or on 
the continent bordering upon those waters. To the 
effectual defence of the city, the passage up the rivers 
must be obstructed by forts and other impediments ; 
and an army was necessa'^y, of force sufficient to man 
the posts and lines of defence, and to meet the invading 
foe in the field. Aware of these facts, General Wash* 
iNGTON doubted the practicability of a successful da- 
fence of New- York. But the importance of the place, 
and the difficulty which he had already experienced in 
dislodging an army from a fortified town, open to the 
protection and supplies of a fleet, inclined him to make 
the attempt. His own disposition to the measure was 
ftrengthened by the wishes of Congress, the opinion 
of bis general officers, and by the expectation of his 
country. The resolution being formed, he called into 
action, all the resources in his power, to effect it. His 
firt t care was to rut an end to the intercourse, which 
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to this time had been continaed, between the tcit^n and 
the British ships in the harbour, by which tUoy were 
supplied with every necessary ; and Tryon, the British 
Go'/ernour, enjoyed the most favourable opportunity 
to concert his plans with the numerous disaffected in- 
habitants of the city and itd vicinity ; and by the aid 
of the Committee of Safety, this dangerous communi- 
eation was effectually stopped. The General, with 
unremitted diligence, pushed on his works of defence. 
Hulks were sunk in tlie North and East rivers ; forts 
were erected on the most commanding situations on 
their banks; and works were raised to defend tJie 
narrow passage between Xjong and York Islands. 

The passes in -the High Lands, bordering on the 
Hudson, became an object of early and solicitous at- 
tention. The command of this river was equally im 
portant to the American and the British General. 
By its possession, the Americans easily conveyed sup- 
plies of provision and ammunition to the northern 
army, and secured an intercourse between the southern 
and northern colonies, an intercourse essential to 
the success of the war. In the hands of the British, 
this necessary communication was interrupted, and an 
intercourse between the Atlantic and Canadf». was 
opened to them. General Wasbington ordered these 
passes to be fortified, and made their security an ob- 
ject of primary importance, through every period of 
his command. 

In these defensive preparations, the American army 
incessantly laboured until Lord and General Howe 
arrived at Sandy Hook with the British fleet and array. 
In the near prospect of active warfare, the mind of the 
Commander in Chief was agitated by innumerable em 
barrassments. He found himself destitute of the 
means to give his country ♦*»« protection it expected 
from him ; the Colonies haa t illled up their respec- 
tive regiments ; his force had been weakened by large 
detachments sent to reinforce the armv in Canada ; h» 
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WW greatly deficient in arms, tents, clothing, and all 
military stores ; and notwithstanding his urgent en- 
treaties on this subject, such was the destitute slate of 
America, that Congress with all their exertions were 
unable to supply him. Two thousand men in camp, 
were at this time without arms ; and no confidence 
could bo placed in many of the muskets, which were 
in the hands of the soldiery. In this weak and de- 
ficient condition, General Washington was to O7po8e 
a powerful and well appointed arrny, and U^ guard 
against the intrigues of those in New-Tork and its 
neighbourhv>od, who were disaffected to the American 
causo: the..e were numerous, powerful, and enter- 
prising. A 1 Ian was laid by Governour Tryon,through 
the agency of the Mayor of the city, to aid the enemy 
in landing, knd to seize the person of General Wash- 
I5GT0N. The defection reached the American army, 
and even some of the General's guard engaged in the 
conspiracy ; but it was seasonably discovered, and a 
nnmber of those concerned in it were executed. 

The permanent troops being found incompetent to 
defend the country, it became necessary to call detach- 
ments of militia into the field ; and Congress, placing 
implicit confidence in the judgment and patriotism of 
their General, invested him with disr;retionary powers, 
to call on the governments of the neighbouring Colo- 
nies, for such^ numbers as circumstances should re- 
quire ; and they empowered him to form those maga- 
lines of military stores, which he might deem to be 
necessary. In pursuance of the measure recommend- 
ed by Congress, a requisition was made for thirteen 
thousand- and eight hundred of the militia from Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut, New-Tork, and New-Jersey. 

While these defensive preparations were going for 
ward in the camp. Congress was ripejiing measures to 
declare the Colonies independent of Great Britain. 
The free exercise of their constitutional rights was 

• oxtont of the Amnrican slaim at the commence 
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ment of the controyersy, and a roconciliation with the 
parent state, by a redress of grievaiices, was the ar- 
dent desire of the great body of the American people ; 
but the operations of war produced other feelings an J 
views : A general alienation of affection from the Bri- 
tish goyemmcnt took place, and it was thought that 
the mutual confidence of the two countries could never 
be restored. In the common apprehension, it became 
an absurdity, that one country should maintain autho- 
rity over another, distant from it three thousand miles 
The restrictions of Great Britain upon the Colonial 
trade, in the coarse of investigation, appeared as a 
heavy burden, and the commerce of the world was 
viewed as a high reward of independence : common 
sense dictated, that the ability successfhlly to contend 
for the liberty formerly enjoyed as British Coloniesy 
strenuously exerted^ would secure to the country the 
more honourable and permanent blessings of an inde- 
pendent and sovereign nation. The declaration of in- 
dependence was supposed to be the most effectual 
means to secure the aid of foreign powers ; because 
the great kingdoms of Europe would be disposed to 
assist the efforts of the Colonies to establish an inde- 
pendent government, although they would not inter- 
fere with their struggles to regain the liberties of Bri- 
tbh subjects. By reasonings of this nature, the minds 
of the American people were ripened to renounce their 
allegiance to Britain, and to assume a place am\,ng in- 
dependent nations ; and the representatives of most of 
the Colonies ^vere instructed to support in Congresf 
measures for ihis important purpose. 

Early in June, the following resolution was moved 
in Congress by Richard Henry Lee, and seconded by 
John Adams, " Resolved that these United Colonies 
are, and of right ought to be, free and independent 
States ; and that all political connexion between them 
and the state of Great Britain is, and ought to be, to- 
tally dissolved.' ^ This resolution was solemnly de 
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Imted for leyeral days, and finally passed Ccn- 
JvLV 4. gren, in the affirmative, by the unaniraoiu 
suffrage of its members. 

The duties of the field precluded General Washiito- 
r&H from a primary agency in thi; important, national 
measure ', but it met his full approbation. On the re- 
caption of the instrument, he wrote as follows to the 
I'rcsident of Congress. 

'< I perceiye that Congress have been employed in de- 
liberating on measures of the most important nature. 
It is certain that it is not with us to determine in many 
iiistances, what consequences will flow firom our conn- 
eels ; but yet it behooves us to adopt such, as, under the 
smiles of a gracious and all kind Providence, will be 
most likely to promote our happiness. I trust the late 
decisive part they have taken, is calculated for that end, 
and will secure us that freedom, and those privileges, 
which have been, and are, refused us, contrary to the 
voice of nature, and the British Constitution. Agreea- 
ble to the request of Congress, I caused The DeclarOf 
tion to be proclaimed before all the army, under my 
immediate conmiand ; and have the pleasure to inform 
them, that the measure seemed to have their mostheaHy 
consent ; the expressions and behaviour of both officers 
and men, testifying their warmest approbation of it.'* 

General Howe had sailed from Halifax in June, and 
early in July landed his army, without serious opposi- 
tion, rn Staten Island ; and on the twelfth of that 
month, he was joined by Lord Howe, with the rein- 
forcements for the army. Lord How s had been ap- 
pointed to command the naval force' ul the American 
station ; and he and the General were invested with 
the powers of Commissioners to treat with individuals, 
and with corporate bodies in the Colonies, upon terms 
of reconciliation with Britain. Althongh independ- 
ence was already declared, yet tlicy were anxious to 
commence negotiation ; and though unwilling to re 
cognise the official capacity of Con^rcos, or of General 
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Washivgtoii, yet they desired to open with them a 
correspondence. His Lordship sent a letter by a fla^, 
directed to "George Washington, Esq." This the 
Genetal refused to receive, as <* it did not acknowledge 
the publick character, with which he was invested by 
Congress, and in no other character could he have any 
intercourse with his Lordship." Congress, by a formal 
resolution, approved the dignified conduct of their 
General, and directed, '* That no letter or message be 
received on any occasion whatever from the enemy, 
by the Commander hi Chief, or others, the Command- 
ers of the American army, but such as shall be direct- 
ed to them in the character they respectively sustain." 

An intercourse between the British commander, and 
General Washington, was greatly desired for political 
reasons, as well as for purposes growing out of the 
war. Not yet disposed to adopt his military address, 
they sent Colonel Patterson, Adjutant General of tlie 
British army, to the American head quarters, with a 
letter directed to " George Washington, &c. &,c. &c.* 
When the Colonel was introduced to the General, he 
addressed him by the title of Excellency, and s^d, 
" that General Howe greatly regretted the difEcitlty - 
that had arisen respecting the address of the letter ; 
that the manner of direction had been common with 
Ambassadors and Plenipotentiaries, in cases of dis- 
pute about rank and precedency ; that General Wa^h- 
iifGTOR had himself, the last year, directed a letter in 
the following manner, " The Hon. William Howe ;" 
that Lord and General Howe held his person and 
character in the highest respect,^ and did not mean to 
derogate from his rank ; and, that the et ceteras im- 
plied every thing which ought to follow." He then " 
laid the letter which had been before sent, on the table. 

The General, declining its reception, observed, Hhtit 
■ letter, directed to a publick character, should have 
an address descriptive of that character, or it might be 
considered as a private letter. It was tnie that tlie 
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et ceteras implied erery thing, they alio inqilied any 
thing. Th3 letter alluded to, was in answer to one 
received from General Howe, under the like address* 
which being received by the officer on duty, he did 
not think proper to return ; and therefore answered in 
the same mode of address ; and that he should abso- 
lutely decline any letter relating to his publick station, 
directed to him as a private person." 

Colonel Patterson then said, that General How» 
would not urge his delicacy farther, and repeated hit- 
assertion, that no fiiilure of reiipect was intended. 
Some general conversation then passed, respecting th» 
treatment of prisoners, when the Colonel proceeded to 
observe, that the goodness of the King had induced 
him to appoint Lord and General Howe his commis- 
sioners, to accommodate the dispute that had unhappi- 
ly arisen ; that their powers were very extensive, and 
they would be highly gratified in effecting the accom- 
modation ; and he wished his visit might be consider- 
ed as the introduction to negotiation. 

General Washingtoh replied, that Congress had 
not invested him witli powers to negotiate ; but he 
would observe, that from what had transpirecl, it ap- 
peared that Lord and General Howe were only em- 
powered to grant pardons : that they who had com- 
mitted no faults, wanted no pardon ; and that the 
Americans were only defending what they thought 
their indubitable rights. Colonel Patterson rejoined, 
that this would open a wide field of argument, and af- 
ter expressing his fears, that an adherence to forms 
might obstruct business of the greatest moment, took 
his leave. The highest courtesy was observed in this 
conference: the address of Colonel Patterson was 
manly and polished ; the American General fully sup- 
ported the dignitv of his character and station ; and 
the scene was highly interesting to spectators 

The Commander in Chief expected no salutary con- 
■equencoB to result from the agency of the British 
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eommissioners. He apprehended, that their attempti 
at negotiation were calculated onlj to divide and 
weaken the continent ; and he feared, that their mea- 
Bores would operate to relax the exertions of the United 
States to meet the conflicts of the field. In a private 
ktter to a confidential fri^ind, as early as May, he la- 
mented the efiects of this nature, which had actually 
been produced. " Many members of Congress," he 
wrote, " in short the representatives of whole provinceSi 
are still feeding themselves on the dainty food of recon* 
dlJstion ) and although they will not allow that the 
expectation of it has any influence on their judgments^ 
so far as respects preparations for defence, it is but 
too obvious that it has an operation upon every part of 
tlieir conduct, and is a clog upon all their proceedings. 
It is not in the nature of things to be otherwise ; fat 
no man who entertains a hope of seeing this dispute 
speedily and equitably adjusted by commissioners, will 
go to the same expense, and incur the same hazards, to 
prepare for the worst event, that he will who believes 
that he must conquer or submit unconditionally, and take 
the consequences, such as confiscation and hanging." 
General Howe commanded a force of twen- 
Aue. 8. ty-four thousand men, well disciplined, and 
abundantly supplied with every thing neces- 
sary to take the field ', he daily expected to be rein- 
forced by a second detachment of German troops ; and 
he was supported by a fleet judiciously fitted to its 
destined service. To oppose this formidable enemfi 
General Washing ton had under his direction seven- 
teen thousand two hundred and twenty -five men ; of 
these three thousand six himdred and sixty-eight ^ero 
in the hospital. His effective force was disposed in 
New-York, on Long and Governour's Islands, and at 
Paulas Hook ; and he informed Congress, that, in case 
of an attack, he could promise himself only the addition 
of one smaU battalion. Some of the posts occupied 
by the army were fifteen miles distant fi-om otheie, and 
Vol.1. 7 
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navigable waters intervened. " These things," ob- 
served the Genera], " are melancholy, but they are 
nevertheless trae. ■ I hope for better. Under every 
disadvantage, my utmost exertions shall be employed, 
to bring about the great end we ha^e in view ; and so 
far as I can Judge from the professions and apparent 
disposition of my troops, I shall have their support. 
The superiority of the enemy, and the expected attack 
.do not seem to have depressed their spirits. These 
considerations lead me to think, that though the ap- 
peal may not terminate so happily as I could wish, yet 
the enemy will not succeed in their views without 
considerable loss. Any advantage they may gain, will, 
I trust, cost them dear.'* 

Before serious hostilities commenced^ the American 
army was reinforced by several regiments of perma- 
nent troops, and by detachments of militia, which made 
the whole number amount to twenty-seven thousand ; 
but the men were not accustomed to the life of the 
camp ; they were much exposed from the want of 
tents, and one quarter of the whole army were taken 
from duty by sickness. 

While waiting the tardy movements of the enemy, 
General Washington, apprised of the impressions that 
would be made by the event of the first encounter, ex- 
erted himself to the utmost to bring his inexperienced 
troops under subordination, and to excite in them mili- 
tary ardour, without which he could have no hope of 
successful war&re. In general orders, he called upon 
officers to be cool in action, and upon the soldiery to 
be obedient to orders, and to be firm and courageous. 
He directed, that any soldier, who deserted his ranks 
in time of battle, should be immediately shot down. 
He desired commanders of corps to report to him 
every Instance of distingrished bravery in the soldiery, 
with promise of reward. He endeavoui^d, by the love 
of liberty, of country, and of posterity, to animate his 
army to do their duty. " The time," he observed, 
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"is now at hand, which must probably determine 
whether Americans are to be free men or slaves, 
whether they are to have any property they can call 
their own ; whether their houses and farms are to bo 
pillaged and destroyed, and themselves consigned to a 
state of wretchedness, from which no human efforts 
will deliver them. The fiite of unborn millions will 
now depend, under God, on thd courage and conduct 
of this army. Our cruel and unrelenting enemy leaves 
us only the choice of a brave resistance, or the most 
abject submission. "We have to resolve to conquer, 
or to die. Our own, our country's honour call upon 
us for a vigorous and manly exertion ; and if we now 
shamefully fail, we shall become infiunous to the whole 
world. Let us then rely on the goodness of our cause, ' 
and on the aid of the Supreme Being, in whose hand 
. victory is, to animate and encourage us to great and 
noble actions. The eyes of all our countrymen are 
now upon us, and we shall ha^e their blessing and 
praises, if happily we are the instruments of saving 
them from the tyranny meditated against them. Lot 
us therefore animate and encourage each other, and 
show the whole world, that a freeman, contending for 
liberty on his own ground, is superiour to any slaviali 
mercenary on earth." 

In the conmiunication to his army of the 
July 21 success of the Americans at Fort Moultrie, 
near Charleston, he thus laboured to excite 
tliem to emulate the bravery of their. countrymen in 11 

South Carolina. 

« This glorious example of our troops, under the 
like circumstances with ourselves, the General hopes, 
will animate every officer and soldier to imitate, and 
even to outdo them, when the enemy shall make the 
same attempt on us. With such a bright example be- 
fore us, of what can be done by brave men, fighting in 
defence of their country, we shall be loaded with a 
double share of shame and infamy, if we do not acquii 
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ourselves with courage, and manifest a determined 
resolution to conquer or die. With the hope and con- 
fidence that this army will have an equal share of 
honour and success, the General most earnestly ex- 
horts every officer and soldier to pay the utmost atten- 
tion to his arms and health ; to have the former in the 
best order for action, and by cleanliness and care to 
preserve the latter ; to be exact in their discipline, 
obedient to their superiours, and vigilant on duly. 
With such preparations and a suitable spirit, there can 
be no doubt but, by the blessing of heaven, wo shall re- 
pel our cruel invaders, preserve our country, and gain 
the greatest honour." 

In the immediate view of the arduous* conflict, the 
General once more endeavoured to inspire his army 
with the heroism necessary successfully to sustain it. 

*' The enemy's whole reinforcement is now arrived," 
■aid he, *' so that an attack must, and soon will be 
made.^ The General therefore again repeats his ear- 
nest request, that every officer and soldier will have 
his arms and ammunition in good order ; keep within 
his quarters and encampment, as much as'possible ; be 
ready for action at a moment's call ; and when called 
to it, remember, that liberty, property, life, and honour 
are all at stake ; that upon their courage and conduct, 
rest the hopes of their bleeding and insulted country ; 
that their wives, children, and parents, expect safety 
from them alone ; and that ^e have every reason to 
believe that heaven will crown with success so just a 
cause. 

" The enemy will endeavour to intimidate by show 
and appearance ', but remember, they have been re 
pulsed on various occasions, by a few brave Ameri- 
cans. Their cause is bad ; their men are conscious of 
it ', and if opposed with firmness and coolness on their 
first onset, with our advantage of works, and know- 
ledge of the ground, the victory most assuredly is ours. 
Every good soldier will be silent and attentive, wait 
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for orders, and reserve his fire until he is sure of doing 
execation ; of this the officers are to be particularly 
careful.'* 

The possession of Long Isiand is essential to the 
defence of New-Tork. It had been determined in a 
Council of war, to fortify a camp at Brooklyn, front- 
ing New-Tork ; and stretching across that end of Long 
Island, from East river to Gowan*s covd. The rear of 
thiscncampmentwas defended by batteries on Red Hook 
and Governour's Island, and by v/orks on East River, 
which secured the. communication with the city. In 
front of the encampment, ran a range of hills from 
east to west across the island. These were covered 
with wood, and were steep, but could any where be . 
ascended by infantry. Over this range were three 
passes, leading by three roads to Brooklyn ferry. 

A strong detachment of the American army was 
posted on Long Island, under the command of General 
Greene, who made himself intimately acquainted with 
the passes on the hills ) but unfortunately becoming 
sick, General Sullivan succeeded him in this command 
only a few days before active operations commenced. 
The main body of the Americar army remained on 
York Island. A flying camp, composed of miHtia, was 
formed at Amboy, to prevent the depredations of the 
enemy in New- Jersey ; and a force was stationed near 
New Rochelle, and at East and West Chester on the 
Sound, to check the progress of the enemy, should 
they attempt to land above King's bridge, and enclose 
the Americans on York Island. The head quarters of 
General Washington were in the city, but he was 
daily over at Brooklyn to inspect the state of that camp, 
and to make the best arrangements circumstances 
w^ould admit. 

An immediate attack .being expected on Long Isl- 
and, General Sullivan was reinforced, and directed 
carefully to watch the passes. 

On the 26th the main body of the British troops 
7* 
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with a large detachment of Germans, landed under 
cover of the ships, on ilie south western extremity of 
Long Island. A regiment of militia stationed on tlte 
coast, retreated before them to the heights. A large 
reinforcement was sent to the camp at Brooklyn, and 
the command of the post given to General Putnam, 
who was particularly charged to guard the woods, and 
to hold himself constantly prepared to meet the assault 
of the enemy. 

On the same day, the British, in three divisions, took 
post upon the south skirt of the wood ; General Grant 
upon their left, near the coast ; the German General 
de Heister in the centre at Flatbush *, and General 
Clinton upon their right at Flatland. The range of 
hills only now separated the two armies, and the dif- 
ferent posts of the British were distant from the 
American camp, from four to six miles. Upon their 
left, a road to Brooklyn lay along the coast by Gowan*B 
cove, befi>re General Grant's division. From Flatbush 
a direct road ran to the American camp, in which the 
Germans might proceed. General Clinton might 
either unite with the German<.,or take a more eastern 
route, and fall into the Jamaica road by the way of 
Bedibrd. These three roads unite near Brooklyn. 
On the pass at Flatbush^ the Americans had thrown 
up a small redoubt, mounted it with artillery, and 
manned it with a body of troops. Major General Sul- 
livan continued to command on the heights. 

In the evening. Genera] Clinton, without 
Auo 26. beat of drum, marched with the infantry of 
his division, a party of light horse, and four- 
teen field pieces, to gain the defile on the Jamaica 
road. A few hours before day, he surprised an Ameri- 
can party stationed here to give the alarm of an ap* 
preaching enemy, and undiscovered by Sullivan seizea 
the pass. At day light he passed the heights, and 
descended into the plain on the side of Brooklyn 
^arly in the morning. General de Heisier, at Flatbush, 
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^i\d Genera! Grant upon the west coast, opened a eao- 
toonodfi npon the American troops, and began to ascend 
the hin ; but they moved very slowly, as their object 
was to draw the attention of the American commander 
from his left, and giro General Clinton opportunity to 
gain the rear of the American troops stationed on tlie 
heights. Greneral Putnam, in the apprehension that 
the serious att ick would be made by de Heister and 
Grant, sent detachments to reinforce General Sullivan 
tod Lord Sterling at the defiles, through which thuse 
divisions of the enemy were approaching. When 
>General Clinton had passed the left flank of the Ameri- 
cans, about eight o'clock in the morning of the 27th, 
de Heister and Grant vigorously ascended the hill ; 
the tro6ps which opposed them, bravely maintained 
their ground, until they learned their perilous situation 
from the British columns, which were gaimng their 
rear. 

As soon as the American left discovered the progress 
of General Clinton, they attempted to return to the 
camp at Brooklyn ; but their flight was stopped by the 
front of the British column. In the mean time, the 
Germans pushed forward from Flatbush, and the troops 
in the American centre, under the immediate com- 
mand of Greneral Sullivan, having also discovered that 
their flank was turned, and that the enemy was gain- 
ing their rear, in haste retreated towards Brooklyn. 
Clinton's columns continuing to advance, intercepted 
them, they were attacked in front and rear, and alter 
nately driven by the British on the Germans, and by 
the Germans on the British. Desperate as their situa- 
tion was, some regiments broke through the enemy's 
columns and regained the fortified camp ; but most of 
the detachments upon the American left and centre 
were either killed or taken prisoners. 

The detachment on the American right, under Lord 
Sterling, behaved well, and maintained a severe con- 
flict with General Grant for six hours, until the van of 
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General Clinton's diviiion, haying croaaed the whole 
iahmdy gained their rear. Lord Sterling perceived hie 
danger, and found that hia troopa could be sayed only 
by an immediate retreat oyer a creek near the coye 
He gave ordera to this purpose ; and, to facilitate their 
execution, he in person attacked Lord Cornwallis, who, 
by this time having grained the coast, had posted a 
small corps in a house, just above the p^ace where the 
American troops must pass the creek. The attack 
was bravely made with four hundred men, who, in the 
opinion of their commander, were upon the point of 
dislodging Comwallis ; but his Lordship being rein- 
forced from his own column, and General Grant at- 
tacking Lorj Sterling in the rear, this brave band 
was overpowered by numbers, and those who survived 
were compelled to surrender themselves prisoners of 
war ; but this spirited assault gave opportunity for a 
large proportion of the detachment to escape. 

The loss of the Americans on this occasion, for the 
number engaged, was great; General Washingtov 
stated it at a thousand men ; but his returns probably 
included only the regular regiments. General Howe, 
in an official letter, made the prisoners amount to one 
thousand and ninety-seven. Among these were Major 
General Sullivan, and Brigadier Generals Sterling and 
Woodhull. The amount of the killed was never ^ith 
precision ascertained. Numbers were supposed to have 
been drowned in the creek, and some to have perished 
in the mud on the marsh. The British loss acknow- 
edged by General Howe, was twenty-one officers, and 
three hundred and forty-six privates killed, wounded, 
and taken. 

General Wishivoton pp.ssed over to Brooklyn in 
the boat of the action ; but unable to rescue his men 
from their perilous situation, was constrained to be the 
inactive spectator of the slaughter of his best troops. 

At the close of the day, the British approached in 
front of the Ammican works^ and it has been said, tliat 
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* the troops, in their urdoori exhibited a etrong inelhia- 
tion to storm the lines ; but General Howe, remem- 
bering Bunker Hill, prudently restrained them from 
the assault. 

Determining to carry the American works by rega 
lar approaches, the British commander broke ground, 
on the night of the 28th, within six hundred yards of 
a redoubt. 

General Washinotok was fully sensible of the dan* 
ger that awaited him. The success of the enemy by 
regular approaches was certain. His troops were with* 
out tents, and had already suffered extremely by heavy 
rains. The moToments of the British fleet indicated 
an intention to forco a passage into the East river, and 
cut off the retreat of the troops to the city. Should 
tney accomplish this, the situation of the army oo 
Long Island would be desperate. An immediate re- 
treat to the city was therefore thought expedient. The 
measure was happily accomplished, on the night of 
the 29th, with all the stores, and military apparatus, 
except a few pieces of heavy artillery , which the- soft- 
ness of the ground rendered it impossible tn move. 

This important retreat was made with so much si- 
lence and address, that the enemy did not perceive it, 
although so near that the noise of their intrenching 
tools was distinctly heard by the Americans. A heavy 
fog hung over Long Island until late in the morning 
of the 30th, which bid the movements of the Ameri- 
can army from General Howe. When it cleared, 
the rear guard was seen crossing East river, out of 
reach of the Britisi fire. The General in person in- 
spected the details of this critical retreat ; and tor the 
forty-eight hours, which preceded its completion, in 
his own language, he was *' hardly off his horse, and 
never closed his eyes." He did not leave the island 
before the covering party marched from the lines. 

The attempt to defent' Long Island has by man^ 
been conaiaered, as an errour in the military opera 
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tiona of the American General. But before his jadg 
ment, in this instance, \s condemned, the reasons which 
led to it ought to be weighed. Its possession was 
hig-hly important to cither army ; its situation render- 
ed its defence, in a good degree, probable ; the range 
of hills was favourable to the obstruction of an invad- 
ing enemy ; and a fortifeed camp in the roar opening 
a communication with the city, and supported by bat- 
teries on Govemour*8 Island and the East river, ren- 
dered a retreat practicable, when circumstances should 
make it necessary. There was then a fair prospect of 
defending the island ; at least of detaining the enemy 
so long in the effort to gain possession of it, as to waste 
the campaign in the contention. The disastrous con- 
sequencos of this measure, are not to be attributed to 
any defect in the original plan, but to the neglect of 
the commanding officer on the island in guarding the 
pass on the road from Jamaica to Bedford. Unfortu- 
nately this officer was changed at the time, when hos- 
tilities were about to commence ; and the General, 
who directed the disposition of the troops on the day 
of the action, was imperfectly acquainted with the 
passes in the mountains. General Washington, by 
written instructions, directed this officer *^ Particularly 
to guard the defiles in the woods, and to render the 
approach of the enemy through them as difficult as 
possible." This order was not fully executed. ' It ap- 
pears, that General Sullivan was not apprized of the 
march of the British detachment from Flatbush to 
Fktland, on the evening of the 26th, and a guard on 
(he Jamaica road did not seasonably discover the ap- 
proach of the enemy to give information. General 
Howe, in his official letter, mentioned, that an American 
patroling party was taken on this road ; and General 
Washihgton in a letter to a friend wrote, " This mis- 
fortune happened in a great measure, by two detach- 
ments of our people, wlio we**e posted in two roads 
leading thrcugh a wood to inio.cept the enemy in their 
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march, gafTerin^ a surprise, and making a precipitate 
retreat." 

It should also be recollected, that the plans of the 
Commander in Chief, were lud in the expectation of 
a much larger force, than in the event he realisod. 
The regiments wero not complete ; and he was abso- 
lutely destitute of cavalry. There was not a single 
company of horse on Long Island to watch the mo- 
tions of the enemy, and give information of their 
movements. This furnishes some apology for the ig- 
norance of the commanding officer on Long Island, 
respecting the man<BUvre of the enemy. 

The defeat of the 27th made a most unfavourable 
impression upon the army. A great proportion of 
the troops lost their confidence in their officers, and in 
themselves. Before this unfortunate event, they met 
the enemy in the spirit of freemen, fighting for their 
highest interests, and under the persuasion, that their 
thorough use of arms, rendered them equal to the dis- 
ciplined battalions which they were to oppose. But, 
on this occasion, by evolutions, which they did not 
comprehend, they found themselves encompassed with 
difficulties, from which their utmost exertions could 
not extricate, an<^ involved in dangers, from which 
their bravery could not deliver them ; and entertaining 
a high opinion of the adroitness of the enemy, in 
everv movement, they apprehended a fatal snare. 

These melancholy facts were thus narrated by Gene- 
ral Washington, in his letter to Congress. " Our 
ntuation is truly distressing. The check our detach- 
ment sustained on the 27th ultimo, has dispirited too 
great a proportion of our troops, and filled their minds 
with apprehension and despair. The militia, instead 
of calling forth their utmost efforts to a brave and | 

manly opposition, in order to repair our losses, are dit | 

mayed, intractable, and impatient to return. Great { 

numbers of them have gone off— in some instances, I 

almost by whole regiments bv half ones, and by com- ! 
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puiiM alt a time. This eiicain8U.jce, of itaelf, inda 
pendent of othera, when fronted bj a well appointed 
onemy, superioar in number to our whole coUocted 
force, would be sufficiently disagreeable: but when 
their example has infected another part of the army ; 
when their want of discipline, and refusal of almost 
every kind of restraint and government, have produced 
a like conduct, but too common to the whole, and an 
entire disregard of that order and subordination neee»- 
sary to the well doing of an army, and which had bees 
inculcated before, as well as the nature of our military 
ostabtishmont would admit of, our condition is still 
more alarming *, and with the deepest concern I am 
obliged to confess my want of confidence in the gene- 
rality of the troops." 

The British General being in possession of Long 
Island, prepared to attack New-Tork. The body of 
the fleet lay at anchor near Governour's Island ; but 
particular ships passed up the East river, without sus- 
taining injury from the American batteries ; others, 
sailing round Long Island into the Sound, passed up 
to the higher part of York Island. By these move- 
ments, the situation of the American army became 
critical. It was uncertain whether the attack would 
bo made upon the lines, or wb<)ther General Howe 
would land his troops above King*s bridge, and en- 
close the Americans. To guard against the danger 
which threatened him, the Commander in Chief or- 
dered the stores, that were not of present necessity, 
to be removed above King's bridge, and assembled a 
Council to determine upon the expediency 
Sept. 7. of retreating from the city. The majority of 
.his general officers voted against the imme- 
diate evacuation of New-Tork. The plan recommend* 
ed was to station the army in the best manner, to de- 
fend the points menaced with attack, that the enemy 
might waste the residue of the season in the struggle 
to possess York Island. The belief that Congress d«r 
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jKhed thii New- York should be maintained to extreroi- 
ly, probably had influejice on this Council. In com* 
mvAioj^ting the adopted plan to that body, General 
iy4<9«iir«T0ir clearly Indicated an opinion, that an 
immediate evacuation of New- York was expedient. 
Bpeakiag of the enemy, he observed, 

*' It is now extremely obvious, from all intelligence, 
&Qm their movements, and every otiier ctrcumstanco, 
that havuE^ lanaed their whole army on Long Island, 
(except about four thousand on Staten Island) they mean 
to «nclo8» us on the Island of New- York, by taking 
pest in our rear, whUe the shipping effectually secure 
the front ; and thus, either by cutting off our commu- 
'Bioation with the country, oblige us to fight them on 
their own terms, or surrender at discretion, or, by a 
brilliant etroke, endeavour to cut this army in pieces, 
and secure the collection of arms and stores, which 
tliey well know we shall not be able soon to replace. 

** Having, therefore, their system unfolded to us, it 
-became an important consideration, how it would be 
^oet successfully opposed. On every side thore is a 
ohoioe of difficulties , and every measure, on our part 
(however painful the reflection be from experience) to 
be formed with some apprehension that all our troups 
will not do their duty. In deliberating -on this great 
•qaostion, it was impossible to forget, that history, our 
own rexperienoe, the advice of our ablest friends in 
£^ope, the fears of the enemy, and even the declara- 
tions of Congress, demonstrate, that on our side, the 
iW^ should be defeuaive— (it has ever been called a 
«nur of posts)-— that we should on all occasions avoid a 
.genefal aeti<m, nor put any thing to the risk, unless 
compeUed by a necessity into which we ought never 
.'lo be drawn. 

•" Tt was c<mcluded to arrange the army under three 
divisiops ; five thousand to remain fi>r the defence of 
the city ; nine thousand to King's bridge and its de< 
pendenoes,. as well to possess and secure those posts, 

Vol. I. 8 
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as to be roady to attack the enemy who are moying 
eaiitward on Long Island, if they should attempt to 
land on this aide ; the remainder to occupy the inter- 
mediate space, and support either ; that the sick should 
be immediately removed to Orangetown, and barracks 
prepared at King's bridge with all possible ozpedition 
to cover the troops. 

** There were some general officers, in whose judg- 
ment and opinion, much conLdcnce 13 to be reposedi 
that were for a total and immediate removal from the 
city, urging the great danger of one part of the army . 
being cut off before the other can support it, the ex- 
tremities being at least sixteen miles apart ; that our 
army, when collected, is inferionr to the enemy ; that 
thoy can move with their whole force to any point of 
attack, and consequently must succeed by weight of 
numbers, if they have only a part to oppose them ; 
that, by removing from hence, we deprive the enemy 
of the advantage of their ships, which will make at 
least ono half of the force to attack the town ; that 
we should keep the enemy at bay, put nothing to the 
hazard, but at all events, keep the army together, which 
may be recruited another year ; that the unspent 
stores will also be preserved ; and, in this case, the 
heavy artillery can also be secured.*' 

In the full expectation that a retreat from York 
Island would soon become necessary, the General as- 
siduously continued the removal of the stores and 
heavy baggage to a place of safety. 

The General officers became alarmed aft 
Sept. 13. the danger of the army, and, in a second 
Council, determined to remove it from 
New-York. 

On the fourteenth, several British ships passed ap 
the East river, and large bodies of troops were moved 
to Montezore's Island with the apparent intention to 
Ian/ either upon the continent above King's bridge, 
■ad wholly to enclose the Americans, or upon the 
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plaint of Haerlem on York Islcnd, to break the line 
ot* oommanication between the different divisions of 
their army, and attack them in situations, in which 
thej would be unable to support each othrr. The next 
morning General Clinton landed under cover of five 
men of war, with four thousand men, three miles 
above the city of New-York. 

The American linef> at this place were 
Sept. 14. capable of defence, but the men posted in 
them, on the firing of the ships, without 
waiting for the attack of the enemy, abandoned them. 
As soon as the cannonading began, two brigades were 
detached from the main body to support the troops in 
the breast works, the fugitives communicated to them 
their pautii, and General Wabhingtok, in riding to 
the scone of action, met his troops retreating in the 
utmost confusion, disregarding the efforts of their 
Generals to stop them. While the Commander in 
Chief was, with some effect, ezerting'himself to, rally 
them, a very small body of the enemy appeared in 
sight, on wfaich the men again broke, and a most das- 
tardly route ensued. At this unfortunate moment, and 
only at this moment through his whole life. General 
Wasuinotoit appears to have lost his fortitude. All . 
the shameful and disastrous consequences of the de- 
faction of his army, rushed upon his mind, and bore 
down his spirits. In a paroxysm of despair, he turned 
his horse towards the enemy, seemingly with the in- 
tention to avoid the disgrace of the day by the sacri- 
fice of his life : his aids seized the horse's bridle, and, 
with firiendly violcr^ce, rescued him from the destruc- 
tion that awaited him. 

In consequence of the failure of the troops upon the 
lines, the evacuation of New- York was necessarily made 
in haste. It was happily accomplished with the loss of 
very few men ; but most of the heavy artillery, many of 
the tents, and a great part of the stores, which had not 
been previously removed, were unavoidably lefl behind 
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The AnMriean arroy having been driven from New- 
fork, the British General stationed a detaehmeut to 
gnard the citj ; and posted his main army in firont of 
the Americen lines on the north end of York Island. 
Their ri^ht extended to the East, and their left to th» 
North river ; and both their flanks were covered by 
ships of war. The island at Bloomingdale, the plaee 
of the British encampment, is two miles wide. 

The strongest post of the Americans was at Kingf^ 
bridge, which secured their communication with the 
country. M*Gowan*s pass, and Mom*s heights wer8>^ 
also rendered defensible ; and within a niil# and' 
a half of the enemy, a detachment was posted in «- 
furtified camp, on the heights ofHaerlem. The Corn* 
mander in Chief was pleased with this dbposilion of 
his army ; he thought it nrast lead to those iV«fiuent 
skinnishes, which would insensibly wear' off ther de^ 
pression occasioned by the late defeat, and rettoTO- to 
his men confidence in themselves. He indulged the 
hof)e thai by these services, the discipline wonld'fco' in» 
troduced into tho army, absolutely necessaapy to sne- 
cessful war, when every individual does- his apprd* 
priate duty, confiding for his security in the skill 
of his General, and in the united efforts of h'ls felleW 
soldiers. 

The very day after the retreat from the 
Sept. 16, city, a party of the enemy appfxared in tiie 
ptain between the two hostile camps. The 
General rode to the outpost to embrace the opportuni- 
ty to attack them. Lieutenant Colonel Euowlton, of' 
Connecticut, a bravo officer, who had been skirmidi- 
ing with the party, stated their number at three hutt' 
dred. The'Goneral detached Colonel Knowlton and 
Major Leitch, of Virgima, to gain their rear, while he 
occupied their attention by movements indicating a 
design to attack them in front. Colonel Knowlton 
and Major Leitch, after leading their corps into aetion 
in a most soldier-like manner, were both soon brongfat 
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off the field mortally wounded ; yet the men under 
their Captains, bravely continued the attack, and drove 
an enemy, superiour in numbers, from their position. 
The Americans had fifty men killed and wounded, and 
the British twice that number. 

This skirmish, trifling in itself, was improved to 
valuable purposes. The Commander in Chief in gene- 
ral orders, applauded the bravery of ofiiceis and men ; 
contrasted it wiih the cowardly behaviour of the troops 
the day before ; called upon the whole army to emu- 
late this hon-^urable example ; and from the issue of 
this conflict, pointed out what brave m9P might ofleot, 
when fighting in tlie best of causes. 1 no parole next 
day was Leitch. In filling the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of the Colonel, the General mentioned 
that the oflScer succeeded " the gallant and brave Colo" 
nel Knowlton, who would have been an honour to any 
country, and who had fallen gloriously fighting at his 
post." The success of this rencounter had a general 
effect upon the spirits of the army. 

In addition to the arduous duties of this .campaign, 
which were sufficient to employ the time, and test the 
talents of the greatest military character ; the state of 
the army furnished a weighty subject of attention to 
General Washington. Ho dwelt upon the gloomy 
prospects of the succeeding winter. The clothing of 
the men was suited only to the warm season, and their 
time of enlistment expired with the year. The con- 
sequent distresf*es in ail their magnitude rose to his 
mind, and in the following letter, he endeavoured to 
impress Congress with a lively sense of the situation 
of the army ; and to call forth their highest endea- 
vours to arrest the approaching evils. 

" From the hours allotted to sleep, I will borrow a 
few moments to convey my thoughts on sundry im- 
portant matters, to Congress. I shall offer them with 
the sincerity *vhich ought to characterize 9 man of 
candour ; and with the freedom which may be used in 
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giving useful infonnatioii| without incurring the im* 
putation of presumption. 

" We are now, as it were, upon the eve of another 
dissolution of our army. The remembrance of the 
difficulties which happened upon that occasion last 
year ; the consequences which might have followed 
the change, if proper advantage had been taken by the 
enemy ; added to a knowledge of the present temper 
and situation of the troops, reflect but a very gloomy 
prospect upon the appearance of things now, and sa« 
ti8r7 me, beyond the possibility of doubS that unless 
some speedy and efiectual measures are adopted by 
Congress, our cause will be lost. 

*' it is in vain to expect that any, or more than a 
trifling part, of this army will engage again in the 
service, on the encouragement offered by Congress. 
When men find that their townsmen and companions 
are receiving twenty, thirty, and more dollars, for a 
few mouihs' service (which is truly the case) this can- 
not be expected without using compulsion ; and to 
force tliem into the service would answer no valuable 
purp»bse. When men are irritated, and their passions 
inflamed, they fly hastily and cheerfully to arras ; but 
after the nrst emotions are over, to expect among such 
people as compose the bulk of an army, that they are 
influenced by any other principles than those of inte- 
rest, is to look for what never did, and I fear never 
will, happen ; the Congress will deceive themselvesi 
therefore, if they expect it. 

« A soldier, reasoned with upon the goodness of the 
cause he is engaged in, and the inestimable rights he 
is contending for, hears you with patience, and ac- 
knowledges the truth of your obseiTations ; but ^^dds, 
that it is of no more consequence to him than to 
others. The oflicer makes yon the same reply, with 
this further remark, that his pay will not support him, 
and he cannot ruin himself and -family to serve his 
country, when every member in the community ie 
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eqttally benefited aad interbsted by his laboiin. The 
fiw, therefore, who aot upon principles of disinterest 
etdness, are, comparatively speaking, no more than a 
drop in the ocean. It becomes evidently clear then, 
that, as this contest is not likely to be the work of a 
dtiy ; as tlie war must be carried on systematically, 
and to do it you mutt have good offtcers ; there is, 
in my judgment, no other possible means to obtain 
tliom, bat by establishing your army upon a perma- 
nent footing, and giving your officers good pay ; this 
will induce gentlemen, and men of character to engage, 
and until the bulk of your officers are composed of 
such persons as are actuated by principles of honour 
and a spirit of enterprise, you have little to expect 
from them. They ought to have such allowances, as 
will enable them to live like, and support the charac- 
ters of gentlemen ; and not to be driven by a Hcanly 
pittance to the low and dirty arts which many of them 
practice, to filch the publiuk of more than the difier* 
enco of pay would amount to, upon an ample allow- 
ance. * Besides, something is due to the man who puts 
his life in your hands, hazards his health, and forsakes 
the sweets of domestick enjoyments. Why a captain 
in the continental service should receive no more than 
five shillings currency per day, for performing the 
same duties that an .officer of the same rank in the 
Bri^iph service receives ten shillings sterling for, 1 
never could conceive ; especially when the«]atter is 
provided with every thing necessary he requires upon 
the best tern^s, and the former can scarcely procure 
them at any rate. There is nothing that gives a man 
consequence, and renders him fit for command, like a 
support that renders him independent of every body 
but the state ho serves. 

^* With respect to the men, nothing but a good boun- 
ty can obtain them upou a permanent establishment, 
and for no shorter time than the continuance of the 
war, ought they to be engaged ; as facts ineontestably 
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prove, that the difficulty and cost of enliftments in* 
crease with time. When the army was first caised at 
Cambridge, I am persuaded the men might have been 
got without a bounty for the war ; afler that, they bd« 
gan to see that the contest was not likely to end so 
speedily as was imagined, and to feel their conse- 
quence by remarking, that to get their militia in, in the 
course of last year, many towns were induced to give 
them a bounty. Foreseeing the evils resulting from 
this, and the destructive consequences which would 
unavoidably follow short enlistments, I took the liberty 
in a long letter, to recommend the enlistments for and 
during tne war, assigning such reasons for it, as ex- 
perience has since convinced me were well founded 
At that time, twenty dollars would, I am pertiuaded^ 
hcve engaged the men for this term : but it will not 
do to look back, and if the present opportunity be 
slipped, I am persuaded that twelve months more will 
increase our difficulties four-fold. I shall therefore 
take the liberty of giving it as my opinion, that a good 
bounty be immediately offered, aided by the proffer of 
at least a hundred, or a hundred and fifty acres of landy 
and a suit of clothes, and a blanket to each non-com- 
missioned officer and soldier, as I have good authority 
for saying, that however high the men's pay may ap- 
pear, it is barely sufficient, in the present scarcity and 
dearness of all kinds of goods, to keep them in clothes, 
much less to afford support to their families. If this 
encouragement then be given to the men, and such 
pay allowed to the officers, as will induce gentlemen 
of liberal character and liberal sentiments to engage, 
and proper care and caution be used in the nomination 
(having more regard to the character of persons, than 
the number of men they can eidist) we should in a 
little time have an army able to cope with any that 
can be opposed to it, as there are excellent materials to 
form one out of ; but while the only merit an officer 
I is his ability to raise men ; while those men 
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oMWid«r ftnd tfeat him as an equal, an*! in the rharae* 
teV' of an officer, regard him no more than a broom- 
■tick, hnxig mixed together ae one common herd ; no 
dtdter' nor duoipline can prevail, nor will the officer 
evtr meet with that respect which is essentially ne- 
ctMMry to^ &a^ sabovdination. 

*''To ]flao» uny depend<mce upon militia, is assured- 
ly reMing ufMi« broke i staff. Men just dragged from 
thei tendvr scenes of domestiek life ; unaccustomed to 
the din of arms ; totally unacquainted with cTery kind 
of mjlliavy skill ; which, being followed by a want of 
cbniisdeffce in themsetves, when opposed to troops regu- 
larly tmineit, disciplined, and appointed', superiour in 
knmid^ge, and superiour in arms, makes- them tljiiid 
and rCNidy to fly (Vo:a their own shadows. Besides, the 
■MMlMft cdiawge in their manner of living, particularly 
iff tli«ir Ittdging, brings on siekuess in many, impa- 
tilMbe'tn'aU ; and such an uneonquerable desire of re- 
toMiing to their rei^ctive homes, that it not only pro- 
duces shamefiil and scandalooa desertions among them- 
■«tve0y but infuses the like spirit in others. Again, 
nMta aeeustemed to unbounded freedom, and no con- 
trel> ean&ot brook the restraint which is ii.di«penRHbly 
neuessaty- 16 the good order and government of an 
aftwy ; without which, licentiousness and every kind 
of disorder triumphantly reign. To bring men to a 
prtvper degree- of enbordinaitiotf, is not the work of a 
diys amoirthyolr' a year ; and* unhappily for us, and 
the cause we are engaged in, the little discipline I 
hMr« beM liiMiiring to establish in the army under my 
immeiiKate command, is in a manner done away by 
hkVtng «tteh a mixture of troops, as liave been called 
together Mrithin these few months. 

<*' Relaxed and unfit as our rules and regulations of 
w%Lr'are for the government of an army, the militia^ 
(those properly so called, for of these we have two sorts, 
this' sit months' men, and those sent in as a tempo- 
riry aid) do not think themselves subject to them, and 
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therefore take liberties which the loldier ie pmushed 
fcr. This creates jealousy, jealousy begets dissatis- 
faction, and these by degrees ripen into mutiny; 
keeping the whole army in a confused and disordered 
state ; rendering the time of those, who wish to see 
jregularity and good order prevail, more unhappy than 
wfirds can describe ; besides this, such repeated 
changes take place, that all arrangement is set at 
nought; and the constant fluctuation of things de- 
ranges every plan, as fast as it is adopted. ^ 

" These, sir, Ck>ngress may be assured are but a 
small part of the inconveniences which might be ena« 
merated' and attributed to militia : but there is ontt 
which merits particular attention, and that is the ex- 
pense. Certain I am, that it would be cheaper to 
keep fifty, or a hundred thousand men in constant 
pay, than to depend upon half the number, and supply 
the other half occasionally by militia. The time the 
latter is in pay, before and after they are in camp, as- 
sembling and marching, the waste of ammunition; 
fhe consumption of stores which, in spite of every 
resolution and requisition of Ck>ngre8s, they must be 
furnished TS'ith, or sent home ; added to other incident- 
al expenses consequent upon their coming, and con- 
duct in camp, surpass all idea ; and destroy every kind 
of regularity and economy, which you could establish 
among fixed and settled troops ; and wUl, in my opi- 
nion, prove (if the same be adhered to) the ruin of our 
cause. 

<< The jealousies of a standing army, and the evils 
to be apprehended from one, are remote ; and in my 
iudgmont, situated and circumstanced as we are, not 
at all to be d/eaded ; but the consequence of wanting 
one, according to my ideas, formed upon the present 
view of things, is certain and inevitable ruin ; for if I 
were called upon to declare upon oath, whether tif 
militia have been more serviceable or hurtful on the 
whole, I should subscribe to the latter. I do not mean 
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by tbii, however, to arraign tlie conduct oi Congren ; 
in lo doing, I should equally condemn ray own mea- 
tures, if not my judgment ; but experience, which la 
the beat criterion to work by, eo fully, clearly, and de- 
eiaively, reprobates the practice of tnistin^ to roiiitia, 
that no man who regards order, regularity, and econo- 
my, or who has any regard for his own honour, charao- 
ker, or peace of mind, will risk them upon militia." 



** Before I knew of the late resolutions of Congress 
which you did me the honour to enclose in your letter 
of the 24th, and before I was favoured with the visit 
of your committee, I took the liberty of giving yuu 
my lentiments on several points which seemed to be 
of importance. 

" I have no doubt but that the committee will make 
such report of the state and condition of the army as 
will induce Congress to believe that nothing but the 
most vigorous exertions can put matters upon such a 
footing, as to give this continent a fair prospect of fuc- 
cess. Give me leave to say, sir, I say it with due 
deference and respect, (and my knowledge of the facts, 
added to the importance of the cause, and the stake 1 
hold in it, must justify the fireedom) that your affairs 
are in a more unpropitious way than you seem to ap- 
prehend. 

" Tour army, as mentioned in my last, is upon the 
eve of Its poUtieal dissolution. True it is, you have 
voted a larger one in .lieu of it ; but the season ia late, 
luul there is a material difference between voting bat- 
talions and raising men. In the latter there are more 
difficulties than Congress seem aware of, which makes 
it my duty (as I have been informed of the prevailing 
sentiments of this army) to inform them, that, unless 
the pay of the officers, (especially that of the field offi- 
eers) be raised, the chief part of those that are worth 
retaining vrill leave the service at the expiration of the 
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preieai term ; a* the loldien will also, if lome |;Ma|«r 
encouragement, be not offered theni, tlian twenty idal* 
lars, and one hundred acrei of land/ 

" Nothing I088, in my opinion, than aeuit of -olotlMi 
annually giv an to each non-commisaioAed officer <aad 
soldier, in addition to the pay and bounty, will AYaMf^ 
and I question whether that will do, as the «aemy fimn 
tlie information of one John Marsh, who, with «x 
othc*^, was taken by our guards, are giving ten pound* 
bouu.y for recruits, and have got a battalion under 
Major Rodgers, noaily completed upon Long Island. 

" Nor will less pay, according to niy judgment, than 
I have taken the liberty of mentioniDg in the eaeiossd 
estimate, retain such officers as we could wisii to faaire 
continued ; the difierence per month in each baitalion 
would amount to b^tte* than one hundred pounds ; to 
this may be added the pay of the staff officers ; for it 
is presumable they will also require an augmentatieii, 
but being few in number, the sum will not be greatly 
increased by them, and consequently is a matter of no 
great moment ; but it is a matter of no small impor- 
tance to make the several offices desirable. When the 
pay and establishment of an officer once become ob- 
jects of interested attention, the sloth, negligence, and 
even disobedience of orders, which at this time but too 
generally prevail, will be purged off. But while the 
service is viewed with indifference ; while the officer 
conceives that he is rather conferring than receiving 
an obligation ; there will be a total relaxation of all 
order and discipline, and every thing will move heavi- 
ly on, to the great detriment of the service, and inex- 
pressible trouble and vexation to the General. 

^* The critical situatbn of our affairs at this time 
will justify Liy saying, that no time is to be lost in 
making fruitless experiments. An unavailing trial of 
a month, to get an army, upon the terms proposed, 
may ren«ler it impracticable to do it at ah, and prov<e 
fatflil to eur cause, as I am not sure whether anv mlMi 
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in the way of our enlistments or unfavourable torn in 
our affairs, may not prove the means of the enemy*! 
recruiting men faster than we do. To this may be 
added the inextricable dillicalty of forming one corps 
out of another, :md arranging matters with any degree 
ai order, in the face of an enemy who are watching 
for advantages. 

" At Cambridge last year, where the officers (and 
more than a sufficiency of them) were all upon the 
■pot, we found it a work of such extreme difficulty to 
know their sentiments (each having some terms to 
propose) that I despaired, once, of getting the arrange- 
ment completed, and do suppose that at least a hun- 
dred alterations took place before matters were finally 
•djueted; what must it be then under the present 
regulation, where the officer is -to negotiate this mat- 
ter with the state he comes from, distant, perhaps, two 
or three hundred miles ; some of whom, without any 
license from me, set out to make personal applica- 
tion, the moment the resolution got to their hands ? 
What kind of officers these are, I leave Congress to 
judge. 

** If an officer of reputation (for none other should 
be applied to) be asked to stay, what answer can he 
give ? But in the first place, that he does not know 
whether it be at his option to do so ; no provision be- 
ing mado in the resolution of Congress, even recom- 
mendatory of this measure, consequently, that it rests 
with the state he comes from, (surrcunded, perhaps, 
with a variety of applications, and influenced perhaps 
with local attachments) lo determine whether he can 
be provided for, or not. In the next place, if he be an 
officer of merit, and knows that the state he comes 
from is to furnish more battalions than it at present 
has in the service, he will scarcely, after two year«* 
fitithful services, think of continuing in the rank he 
now bears, when new creations are to b? made and 

Vol. I. Q 
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men appointed to officee (no ways euperionr in meriti 
and ignorant of aerviee perhaps) over his head. 

" A €k>nimiUee sent to the armj from each state 
may, upon the spot, fix things with a degree of pro- 
priety and certainty, and is the only method I can see, 
of bringing measures to a decision with respect to the 
officer! of the army ; but what can be done in the 
mean time towards the arrangement in the country, I 
know not. In the one case, you run the hazard of 
losing your officers ; in the other of encoiintering de- 
lay ; unless some method could bo devised of forward- 
ing both at the same instant. 

*' Upon the present plan, 1 plainly foresee an inter- 
vention of time between the old and new army, which 
must be filled with militia, if to be had, with whom no 
man, who has any regard for his own reputation, can 
undertake to be answerable for consequences. I shall 
also be mistaken in my conjectures, if we do not lose, 
the most valuable officers in this army, under the 
present mode of appointing them ; consequently, if 
we have an army at all, it will be composed of mate- 
rials not only entirely raw, but if uncommon pains be 
not taken, entirely unfit } and I see such a distrust and 
jealousy of military power, that the Commander in 
Chief has not an opportunity, even by recommenda- 
tion, to give the least assurances of reward for the 
most essential services. 

'' In a word, such a cloud of perplexing circum- 
stances appears before me, without one flattering hope 
that I am thoroughly convinced, unless the most vigo- 
rous and decisive exertions be immediately adopted to 
remedy these evils, that the certain and absolute loss 
«f our liberties will be the inevitable consequence ; as 
one unhappy stroke will throw a powerful weight into 
the scale against us, and enable General Howe to re- 
cruit his army as fast as we shall ours ; numbers being 
disposed, and many actually doing so already. Some 
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of the most probable remedies, and such as expenence 
has brought to mj more intimate knowledge, I have 
taken the liberty to point out , the rest I beg leave to 
submit to the consideration of Congress. 

'< I ask pardon for taking up so much of their time 
with my opinions, but I should betray that trust which 
they and my country have reposed in me, were I to 
be silent upon matters so extremely interesting.** 

General Howe too well understood the >duty of a 
commander to attempt to storm the strong camp of his 
opppnent. He adopted the plan of transporting his 
army above King*s bridge and forming an encamp- 
ment in rear of General Washington's lines. This 
manceuvre, he expected, would either occasion the 
American Commander hastily to abandon his encamp- 
ment, or oblige him to hazard a general engagement 
under circumstances which would render a defesft ab- 
solute ruin. To facilitate this design, he fortified 
M*Gowan*B hill for the defence of the city. Three 
frigates passed up the North river without injury from 
the fire of Forts Washington and Lee, and witliout 
impediment from the chevauxdefrise that had been 
sunk in the river. The great body of troops 
Oct 12. on York Island was embarked in flat bot- 
tomed boats, conveyed through Hurl Gate, 
and landed at Frog*s Neck, near West Chester. 

General Washington fully comprehended the plan 
of the British Commander, and immediately adopted 
measures to defeat it. The bridges were removed 
from the only roful, in which the British columns could 
march from Frog's Neck to the American encampment^ 
the ground being rough and in many plarios intersect^ 
ed by stone walls. The road itself was broken up, 
guns were mounted upon heights the most favourable 
to annoy approaching troops, and detachments were 
sent out to act in front of the enemy, and to check hii 
progress. As General Howe prosecuted his scheme, 
it became evident to tho American General Officers^ 
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that a change of position was necenary to save thok 
army from destruction. General Lee about this time 
joined this arm/i and urged the immediate execution 
of the measure. The advice of his officers according 
with his own judgment, the Commander in Chiei 
moved the army from York Island, and stretched it 
along the North river towards the White Plains, until 
its left was extended above the enemy's right. It was, 
however, determined to maintain Forts Washington and 
Lee. The resolution of Congress of the 11th of Oc- 
tober, requesting General Washington jyn every possi- 
ole way to obstruct the navigation of the river, hsul great 
influence on this decision. The removal of the stores 
was a heavy task to the men from the want of teams. 

General Kowe moved his army to New- 
Oct. 18. Rochelle. Several sharp skirmishes ensued, 
in which the American troops behaved well. 
Both annies manoeuvred for several days to obtain 
possession of the liifrh grounds of the White Plains. 
General Washington narrowly watched the move- 
ments of his enemy, and to secure a communication 
with the country, and to cover the removal of his 
heavy baggage, he disposed his forces upon the differ- 
ent heights from Voluntine*s Hill, near King's bridge, 
fo the White Plains, farming a chain of fortified posts, 
twelve or thirteen miles in extent. He now fronted 
the British line of march, the river Brunx running be- 
tween the two armies. During these operations severe 
skirmishes took place between advanced corps, and a 
bold attempt was made to cut off a British regimentf 
which partially succeeded. The enterprise of the Ame- 
rican commander rendered General Howe extremely 
cautious 'i his movements were made in closn order, and 
in his encampments every corps was strongly secured. 

The sick and the stores having been re* 
Oct. 35. moved to places of safety. General Wash- 
ington drew in his outposts, and took pos- 
session of the hills on the east side of the Brunx, in 
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front of the British army. A detachment was posted 
on a hill a mile from the main hody, on the west sid« 
of the river, to cover the right wing ; and entrench- 
ments were formed, as time permitted, to render the 
lines more defensible. * 

The manoeuvres of General Howe indicated 
Oct. 28 the intention to attack the American camp ; 

he reconnoitred their position, and with little 
effect opened a heavy cannonade upon it. He detach- 
ed a large corps over the Brunz to drive the Americans 
from the hilfon their right, and thereby open the way 
for an assault upon the right and centre of the main 
body. The charge was sustained with spirit ; but final- 
ly the Americans were overpowered by numbers, and 
driven from this position. The loss of the Americans 
in the gallant conflict, in killed, wounded, and taken, 
was between three and four hundred ; that of the Bri- 
tish was not less. The day was so far spent in the 
struggle, that General Howe deferred the attack upon 
the lines mitil next morning, and the whole British army 
lay through the night upon their arms, in face of the 
American encampment. General Washiroton spent 
the time in making preparation for the oxpccted as- 
sault ; ho drew his right wing bac^k into stronger 
groimd, and strengtnened his led in its former position. 
The succeeding day the cautious Howe again recon- 
noitred the American camp, and determined to suspend 
the attack until the arrival of a reinforcement from 
the city. This additional force reached him on the 
afternoon of the 3Cth, and preparations were made for 
the attack ; but a violent rain prevented the execution 
of the design. 

The movements of the enemy manifest- 
Nov. 1. ing the design to turn the right flank of 

the Americans, and gain possession of the 
high ground in their roar, Generai Washington, hav- 
ing secured his heavy baggage and stores, at uighi 
withdrew his army from its present position, and form- 
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ed it apoa the heights of Newcastle, about fire miles 
from the White Plains, and secured the bridge over 
Croton river. 

General Howe deemed the new encampment too 
strong to be forced, and marched off his army to other 
operations. 

The immediate object of General Howe 
Nor. 5. in leaving the White Plains, was to invest 
Forts Washington and Lee. The posses- 
sion of these fortresses would secure the free naviga- 
tion of the North river, and facilitate the invasion of 
New -Jersey. The American Commander conformed 
his movements to those of his enemy. He ordered all 
the troops raieied on the west side of the Hudson to 
cross that river under the command of General Green, 
intending himself to cross, as soon as the plans of 
General Howe should be more fully disclosed. Gene- 
ral Lee remained with the troops raised east of the 
Hudson, who was ordered to join Green's division, 
whenever the enemy should enter New- Jersey. €rene- 
ral Washington informing Congress of his new ar- 
rangements, observed, ** I cannot indulge the idea that 
General Huwe, supposing him to be going to New- 
York, means to close the campaign, and to sit down 
without attempting something more. I think it high- 
ly probable, and almost certain, that he will make a 
descent with a part of his troops into the Jerseys, and 
as soon as I am satisfied that the present manisuvre 
is real, and not a feint, I shall use idl the means in my 
power to forward a part of our force to counteract his 
designs. 

" I expect the enemy will bend theb force agunst 
Fort Washington, and mvest it immediately. From 
some advice, it is an object that will attract their ear* 
liest attention." 

He wrote to Governour Livingston, informing him 
of the movements of the enemy, and advising him to 
hold the militia in their full strength, in constant read! 
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ness to defend their country. He also urged him to 
remove or destroy the stock and provisions on the sea- 
coast, lest these should fall into the hands of the Bri- 
tish. He directed General Green to keep his eye on 
Mount Washington, to send off from his division all 
stores not of immediate necessity, and to establish his 
magazines at Princeton, or some distant place of safety. 
While the British forces were marching to King's 
bridge, three ships of war sailed up the Hudson, with- 
out injury from the American batteries, or from the 
obstructions that had been sunk in the chaimel of the 
river. This fact convinced the General, that it was 
inexpedient longer to attempt the defence of Mount 
Washington. He accordingly again wrote to 
Nov. 8. General Green, " If we cannot prevent ves- 
sels from passing up, and the enemy are pos- 
sessed of the surrounding country, what valuable pur- 
pose can it answer to a.;tempt to hold a post, from 
which the expected benefit cannot be derived ? I am, 
therefore, inclined to think it will not be prudent to 
hazard the men and stores at Mount Washington ; but 
as you are on the spot, I leave it to you to give such 
orders respecting the evacuation of the place, as you 
may think most adviseable, and so far revoke the orders 
given Colonel Magaw to defend it to the last." In 
the presumption, that the works were too strong to he 
carried by storm, and that regular approaches by ar- 
tillery would give opportunity to draw off the garrison, 
when their circumstances idiould become desperate, 
General Green did not carry these discretionary or- 
ders into effect. He was induced to this delay, that 
he might, as long as possible, retain the passage of the 
river, and prevent the depression, which the evacua- 
tion of an important post might produce on the army 
and on the country. 

General Howe being in readiness for th* 

Nov. 16. assault, summoned the gaf rison to surrender. 

Colonel Magaw, the commanding officer, ip 
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■pirited lungaage, replied, that he shourd defend hiv 
workf to eztremitj. He immediately communicated 
the mimmons to General Green, and through him to 
the Commander in Chief, then at Hackensack. The 
General rode to Fort Lee, at which place he took boat, 
late at night, for Mount Washington ; but, on the river, 
met Generals Putnam and Green returning from a 
yisit to the garrison, who informed him that the men 
were in high spirits, and would make a brave defence, 
and he returced with them to Fort Lee. 

On the succeeding morning the enemy made the 
assault in four separate divisions. The Hessians, 
commanded by General Knyphausen, moved down 
from King*s bridge to attack the north side of the fort : 
they were gallantly opposed, and repeatedly repulsed 
by Colonel Rawlings's regiment of riflemen posted on 
a hill back of the works. Lord Percy, accorqpanied 
by General Howe, assaulted the works on the south * 
General Mathews crossed the North river, and landed 
within the second line of defence, while a considera- 
ble part of the garrison were in the first , fighting with 
Lord Percy. Colonel Cadwallader, the commander a,t 
this post, fearing an attack on his rear, retreated in 
confusion towards the fort ; but the fourth British 
column crossing the North river at this moment, with- 
in the lines, intercepted a part of Cadwallader's troops, 
and made them prisoners. In the mean time, Kny- 
phausen had overcome the obstinate resistance of Colo- 
nel Rawlings, and gained the summit of the hill. The 
whole garrison now entered the fort or retreated un- 
der its guns. 

The enemy having surmounted the outworks, again 
■ammoned the garrison to surrender. His ammuni- 
tion being nearly* expended, and his force incompetent 
to repel the numbers which were ready on every side 
to assail him, Colonel Magaw surrendered himself and 
hii garrison, consisting of two thousand men, prisoners 
of war. The enemy lost in ^hc a-ssault about eight 
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hundred men, mostly Germans. Soon afVer the second 
sunimonS) General Washington found means to send 
a billet to Colonel Magaw, requesting him to defend 
liimself until the evening, and he would take measures 
to bring him off; but the situation of the garrison was 
toii desperate, and the negotiation had proceeded too 
far to make the attempt. 

The conquest of Mount Washington made the 
evacuation of Fort Lee necessary. Orders were 
therefore issued to remove the ammunition and storei 
in it ; but before much progress had been made in this 
business, Lord Comwallis crossed the Hud- 
Nov. 18. son with a number of battalions, with the 
intention to enclose the garrison between the 
Hackensack and North rivers. This movement made 
a precipitate retreat indispensable, which was happily 
ejected with little loss of men ; but a greater part of 
the artillery, stores, and baggage, was left for the enemy. 

The loss at Mount Washington was heavy. The 
regiments captured in it were some of the best troops 
in the army. The tents, camp-kettles, and stores, lost 
at this place and at Fort Lee, could not during the 
campaign be replaced, and for the want of them the 
men suffered extremely. This loss was unnecessarily 
sustained. Those posts ought, unquestionably, to 
have been evacuated before General Howe was in a 
situation to invest them. When the British General 
gained possession of the country above those positions, 
they became in a great degree useless to the Ameri- 
cans- This opinion is clearly expressed in the letter 
of General Washington to General Green. The 
errour to be attributed to the Commander in Chief, 
consisted in submitting the measure of evacuation to 
the discretion of a subaltern officer, instead of abso- 
lutely directing it, in the exercise of powers vested in 
him. After the disastrous event had taken place, be 
possessed too much magnanimity to exculpate I 
by criminating General Green. 
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The American force was daily diminiBhed ojr the ex 
piration of the soldiers* term of enlistment, and by the 
desertion of the militia. 

When General Howe in force crossed into 
Nov. 29. New-Jersey, General Washington posted 
the army under his immediate command, 
eonsisting of only three thousand men, along the 
Hackensack ; but was unable seriously to oppose tlie 
enemy in its passage. The country behind him was 
level ; he was without entrenching tools, and without 
tents ; his troops were miserably clothed, and the sea- 
eon was becoming inclement. The firm mind of Ge- 
neral Washimotor sunk not under these depressing 
circumstances. Although no bright prospect present- 
ed itself to his contemplation, yet he exerted himself 
to increase his effective force, and to make the best 
disposal of that under his direction. He ordered Ge- 
neral Schuyler to send to his aid the troops, belonging 
to Pennsylvania and Jersey, which had been attached 
to the Northern army ; but their term of service ex- 
pired before they reached his eneampment, and they 
brought him no effectual support. He ordered Gene- 
ral Lee to cross the Hudson, and join him with those 
of his troops, whose time of service was not expiring ; 
but General Lee loitered upon the East side of the 
river, and discovered an ardent inclination to retain a 
separate command in the rear of the enemy. Wash- 
iNOTov in repeated messages informed Lee, that his 
joining was of absoMe necessity, that the people of 
Jersey expected security from the American army; 
and if disappointed, they would yield no support to a 
for&e, that did not protect them ; and cautioned him to 
take his route so high in the country, as to avoid the 
danger of being intercepted by the enemy. These or- 
ders General Lee executed in a reluctant and tardy 
manner, and soon after he entered New-Jersey, care» 
lessly taking his quarters for a night in a house three 
miles from his force, he was surprised and taken 
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prisoner by a detachment of Britiih dragoone. Gene- 
ral Washington also renewed hU letters to Congress, 
and to the Executives of the neighbouring States, 
urging them to bring the whole strength of the mili- 
tia into the field, to enable him to oheck the progress 
of the invading foe. To back these requests, be di- 
rected General Mifflin to repair to Philadelphia, Gene- 
ral Armstrong to the interiour of Pennsylvania, and 
Colonel Reed, his Adjutant General, to the distant 
counties of New-Jersey. The known influence of 
these gentlemen in those places, united to ^he exertions 
of the constituted authorities, would, the Genera] 
hoped, bring a powerful reinforcement to his armv 
All those efforts were for the present time ineffectuiil. 
As General Howe advanced, the American • army 
retreated towards the Delaware. It frequently hap- 
pened» that the front guard of the British entered one 
end of a village, as the rear of the Americans quitted 
the other. Whenever it could be done with safety, 
General Washington made a stand, to show the sem- 
blance of an army, and to retard the progress of the 
enemy. 

At Brunswick^ Lord and General Howe, Commis- 
sioners, issued a proclamation, commanding all persons 
in arms against the King, peaceably to return to their 
homes, and all civil officers to desist from their trea- 
sonable practices; and offering a full pardon to all 
persons, who should in sixty days appear before ap- 
pointed officers of the crown, and subscribe a declara- 
tion of their submission to royal authority. 

This was the most gloomy period of the revo- 
Dsc. lutionary war. It was the crisis of the struggle 
of the United States for Independence. The 
I American army, reduced in numbers, depressed by de 

' feat, and exhausted by fatigue, naked, barefoot, and 

! destitute of tents, and even of utensils, with which to 

< dress their scanty provisions, was fleeing before a 

I triumphant army, well appointed and abundantly sup- 
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plied. A general spirit of despondencj throtigh New 
Jersey was the consoquenco of this disastrous state of 
pnblick aflairs. No city or town indeed, in its corpo- 
rate capacity submitted to the British government. A 
few characters of distinction maintained their political 
integrity ; and nearly a thousand of the militia of the 
state bravely kept the neM in defence of their country. 
But most of the families of fortune and iofluence, dis- 
covered an inclination to return to their allegiance to 
the king. Many of the yeomanry claimed the bene- 
fits of the Commissioners' proclamation; and the 
great body of them were too much taken up with the 
90curity of their families and their property, to make 
any exertion in the publick cause. 

In this worst of times Congress stood unmoved. 
Their measures exhibited no symptoms of confusion 
or dismay, the publick danger only roused them to 
more vigorous exertions, that they might gi'^e a firmer 
tone to the publick mind, and animate the citizens of 
United America to a manly defence of their Inde- 
pendence. 

Beneath this cloud of adversity, General Washikg- 
Tov shone, perhaps with a brighter lustre, than in the 
day of his highest prosperity. Not dismayed by all 
tho difficulties which encompassed him, he accommo- 
dated his measures to his situation, and still made the 
good of his country the object of his unwearied pur* 
suit. Ho ever wore the countenance of composure 
and confidence ; by his own example inspiring his lit- 
tle band with firmness to struggle with adverse for 
tune. 

As t^e British advanced upon him, he retreated, and 
havUig previously broken down the bridges on the Jer- 
sey shore, he crossed the Delaware, and so 
Dxc. 8. cured the boats upon the river for a distance 
of seventy miles. The van of the enemy 
tppeared upon the left bank of the Delaware, while 
the rear of the American army was upon its passage. 
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Afler an onsaecefSflful attempt to procur* bociU !• 
pass the Delaware^ General Honre cantoned hia imy 
in New'Jeriey, intending to wait until the firual •£ 
winter should fjurnish him with an easy paiaage upon 
the ioe to Philadelphia- He itationed foor thoiuiii^ 
men along the Delaware at Trenton, Bordentown, th« 
White Horse, and Burlington. And the residue of hi* 
&roe, he posted between the Delaware and the Hack 
easaek. 

General WASBiireToir ordered the American galleje 
te keep the river, narrowly to watch the enemy, and 
te give the earliest notice of their mo?emeBts. Hf 
posted hir troops upon the south side of the Delaware^ 
in situations the most favourable to guard the fordf 
and ferries ; and he gave written instructions to the 
commanding officer of each detachment, directing 
what passes he should defend, if driven from his post, 
on his retreat to the heights of Germantown. While 
waiting for reinforcements he kept a steady eye on the 
enemy, and used every means in his power to gain 
correct information of their ]^ans. This moment of 
inaction he also embraced, to lay before Congress his 
reiterated remonstrances against the fatal system of 
short enlistments. He hoped that experience, by its 
severe chastisement, would produce the conviction 
upon that body, which his arguments and persuasions 
hiid not fully ejected. 

He urged Congress to establish oorps 
Db€ «. of cavaky, artillerists, and engineers, and 
pressed upon them the necessity of esta- 
blishing additional regiments of infantry. He knew 
that abjections to these measures would arise, on ao« 
count of the expense, and from thd consideration, that 
the old battalions were not yet filled ; these he obviated 
hy observing, that " more men would in this way on 
the whole be raised, and that our funds were not the 
only object now to be taken into consideration. We 
find," he added, '' that the enemy are daily gather* 
Vol. I . 10 
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ing strength from the disaffected. This strength, like 
a snowball by rolling, will increase, unless some means 
can be devised to check, effectually, the progress of 
the enemy's arms : militia may possibly do it for a 
little while ; but in a little while also, the militia of 
these states, which have frequently been called upon, 
will not turn out at call ; or if they do, it will be with 
■o much reluctance and sloth, as to amount to the 
same thing : instance New-Jersey ! witness Pennsyl- 
vania ' could any thing but the river Delaware have 
saved Philadelphia? could any thing (the exigency 
of the case indeed may justify it) be more destructive 
to the recruiting service, than giving ten dollars boun* 
ty, for six weeks* service of the militia, who come in, 
you cannot tell how, go, you cannot tell when, and 
act, you cannot tell where— consume your provisions, 
exhaust your stores, and leave you at last, at a critical 
moment. These are the men 1 am to depend upon ten 
days hence. This is the basis on which your cause 
will, and must for ever depend, till you get a large 
standing army, sufficient of itself to oppose l£e 
enemy." 

With deference he suggested to Congress the expe- 
diency of enlarging his own powers, that he might 
execute important measures, without consulting with 
them, and possibly, by the delay, missing the favoura- 
ble moment of action. " It may be said," he observed, 
" that this is an application for powers that are too 
dangerous to be entrusted. I can only add, that despe 
rate diseases require desperate remedies, and with 
truth declare, that I have no lust afker power, but wish 
with as much fervency as any man upon the wide ex- 
tended continent, for an opportunity of turning the 
sword into a ploughshare. But my feelings as an offi- 
cer and a man, have been such as to force me to say, 
that no person ever had a greater choice of difficulties 
to contend with than I have." Having recommended 
mpidry other measures, and mentioned several ar- 
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rangoments which he had adopted beyond t&e ipurit 
of his commiflsioDi he concluded with the following 
observations. 

'' It may be thought that I am going a good deal oat 
of the line of ray duty to adopt these measures, or to 
advise thus freely. A character to lose, an estate to 
forfeit, the inestimable blessings of liberty at stake 
and a life devoted, must be my apology." 

These weighty representations were not fruitless. 
Congress, by a resolution, invested their 
Dec. 27. General with almost unlimited powers to 
manage the war. 

The united exertions of civil and military officers 
liad by this time brought a considerable body of militia 
into the field. General Sullivan too, on whom the 
command of General Lee's division devolved upon hia 
capture, promptly obeyed the orders of the Com- 
mander in Chief, and at this period joined him ; and 
General Heath was marching a detachment from 
Peck's Kill. The army, with these reinforcementS| 
amounted to seven thousand men, and General Wash 
iHOTON determined to recommence active operations. 

General Maxwell had already been sent into New- 
Jersey, to take the command of three regiments of 
regular forces, and about eight hundred of the militia. 
His orders were to give the inhabitants aU possible 
support, and to prevent the disaffected from going into 
the British lines to make their submission, to harass 
the marches of the enemy, and to give early intelU 
gence of their mo\^ments, particularly of those to 
wards Princeton and Trenton. 

These measures were preparatory to more filter 
prising and bold operations. Greneral Washingtoit 
had noticed the loose and uncovered state of the win- 
ter quarters of the British army ; and he contemplated 
the preservation of Philadelphia, and the recovery of 
New-Jersoy, by sweeping, at one stroke, all the BritisH 
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eaatdDinenti upon the Delaware. The present pon 
tion of his forces favoared the execution of his plan. 

The troops under the immediate command of Gene 
ral WASHiirGTOif, conmsting of about two thousand 
and four hundred men, were ordered to cross the river 
at M'Konkey's ferry, nine miles above Trenton, to at- 
tack that post General Irvine was directed to cross 
with his division at Trenton ferry, to secure the bridge 
below the town, and prevent the retreat of the enemy 
that Y9J. General Cadwallader received orders to 
pass the river at Bristol ferry, and assault the post al 
Burlington. The night of the twenty-fifth was assign- 
ad for the execution of this daring scheme. It proved 
to be severely otAd-, and so much ice was made in the 
river, that General Irvine and General Cadwallader, 
after having strenuously exerted themselves, found it 
nnpcactieable to pass their divisions, and their part of 
tiie plan totally fiuled. 

The Commander in Chief waa more fortunate. 
With diffieulty he crossed the river, hot was delayed 
m point ef time. He expected to have reached Tren- 
ton at the dawn of day, and it was three o*c]o<^ in the 
morning bdbre he had passed the troops and artillery 
over the ntery and four before he commenced his line 
ef march. Being now distant nine miles from the 
Britfsh encampment, the attempt to surprise it was 
given up. He formed his little army into two divi- 
sions, one of which was directed to proceed by the 
river road into the irest end of Trenton, and the ether 
by the Pennington road which leads into the north 
end of the town. The dirtance being equal, the Gene- 
ral supposed that each division wo ild arrive at the 
scene of action about the same time ; and therefore 
he ordered each to attack the moment of its arrival, 
and driving in the piquet guard, to press after it into 
the town. The General accompanying the division 
OB the Finmngton road, reached the outpost of the 
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enemy precisely at eight o'clock, and in three minatos 
after, had the satisfaction to hear the firing of hii» men 
on the other road. 

1'he brave Colonel Rawle, the commanding officer, 
paraded his forces for the defence of his post. He 
was by the first fire mortally wounded, and his men in 
apparent dismay, attempted to file off towards Prince- 
ton. General Washihotoit perceiying their intention^ 
moved a part of his troops into this road in their firont ^ 
and defeated the design. Their artillery being seized, 
and the Americans pressing upon them, they surren- 
dered. Twenty of the Germans were killed, and one 
thousand made prisoners. By the &ilore-of General 
Irvine, a small body of the enemy stationed in the 
lower part of the town escaped over the bridge to Bor- 
denton. Of the American troops, two privates wero 
killed, and two frozen to death, one officer and three 
or four privates were wounded. 

Could the other divisions have crossed the Dela- 
ware, General WA8HiRGT0N*d plan in its full extent 
would probably have succeeded. Not thinking it pru- 
dent to hazard the fruits of this gallant stroke by more 
daring attempts, the General the same day, recrossed 
the Delaware with his prisoners, with six piepes of ar- 
tillery, a thousand stand of arms, and some militatj 
stores. 

Genera] Howe was astonished at this display of en 
terprise and vigour. He found the American Com- 
mander, a formidable enemy under circumstances of 
the greatest depression, and although in the depth 
of winter, determined to recommence active ope 
rations. In pursuance of this resolution, he called in 
his outposts and assembled a powerful force at Prince- 
ton. 

Having allowed his men two or three days* rest, 
General Washington again passed into New-Jersey, 
and concentrated his forces, amounting to fire thou- 
sand, at Trenton. He pushed a small detachment to 
10 • 
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Maidenhead, about half way between Trenton and 
Princeton, to wateh the moveraent of the enemy, and 
delay their march, should they advance upon h>m 

On the next raorning, Lord ComwalUs moved 
1777 towards the American General with a supe- 

rionr ^fbrce, and reached Trenton at fern 
o*clod[ of the afternoon. General Wabhifotoii drew 
up his men behind Assampinck creek, which runs 
th:)ugh the town. A cannonade was opened on both 
ndes. Hie Lordship attempted at several places to 
eross the creek ; but finding the passes guarded, he 
halted his troope, and kindled his fires. 

Early in the evening General Wasrihotoit assem- 
bled his officers in Council, and stated to them the 
critical situation of the army. " In the morning," he 
observed, *^ we certainly shall be attacked by a sUpe- 
riour force, defisat must operate our absolute destruc- 
tion, a retreat across the Delaware is extremely ha- 
lardous, if practicable, on account of the ice. In 
either case, the advantages of our late success will be 
eacrificed. New-Jersey must again be resigned to the 
enemy, and a train of depressing and disastrous con- 
sequences will ensue." He then proposed to their 
consideration the expediency of the following measure 
*' Shall we silently quit our present position, by a cir- 
cuitous route, gain the rear of the enemy at Princeton, 
and there avail ourselves of fiivourable circumstances ? 
By this measure we shall avoid the appearance of a 
retreat, we shall assume the aspect of vigorous opera- 
tion, inspirit the publick mind, and subserve the inte- 
rests of our country." 

The plan was unanimously approved, and measures 
were instantly adopted fbr its execution ; the baggage 
was silently removed to Burlington ; the fires were re- 
newed, and ordered to be kept up through the night - 
guards were posted at the bridge and fords of the 
ereek, and directed to go the usual rounds. At one 
Q dock at night, the army moved upon the left flank 
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of the enemy, and uiiperceived gained tlioir rear. 
The weather I which for several days had been wariBi 
MtddeiMy changed to a severe frost ; and the roads, 
which had been deep and muddy, immediately became 
hard, and marching upon them, easy. 

About sunrise the American van met the advance 
«f three Britii^ regiments, which had the preceding 
right encamped at Princeton, and were on their way 
te jom Lord Comwallis. A severe skirmidi took 
place between this advancod corps and General Mer* 
eer, who commanded the militia is front of the Ame- 
rican line. The militia at length gave way, and in 
the efibrt to rally them, General Mercer was mortally 
wounded. G«iieral Washington advanced at the 
head of those troops which had signalized themselves 
at Trenton, and exposed himself to the hottest fire of 
lAie enemy. His men bravely supported him, and the 
British in their turn were repulsed, and the different 
regiments separated. That in the rear, retreated with 
IsUile loss to Brunswick. Colonel Mawhood in the 
Tan, with a part of his men, forced his way through 
the Americans, and reached Trenton. More than a 
Iwwidred of the British were left on the field of battle, 
«ad three hundred of them were made prisoners. Be- 
«des General Mercer, whose death was greatly la- 
amited, the Americans in this action lost two Colonels, 
two Captains, five other officers, and nearly a hun- 
dred privates. 

On the return of day, Lord Comwallis found that 
he had been out-generalled. Comprehending the de- 
sign of Wa^shihoton, he broke up his encampment, 
and with the utmost expedition retraced his stops, 
fbr the preservation of the stores in his rear ; and he 
was close upon the Americans, as they marched oun 
of Princeton. 

It had been the intention of General Washington to 
foeeceed to Brunswick, where the British had large 
magazines, and where was their military chest, which 
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ftt this time, as it afterMrards appeared, contained 
seventy thousand ponnds sterling. But many of hir 
soldiers had not slept for forty-eight hours, none of 
them fjr the last twenty-four, and they were exhaust- 
ed by excessive duty. They were closely pursued by 
a superiour force, which must be up with them before 
the stores at Brunswick could be destroyed, should 
they meet with serious opposition at that place. Ge 
neral Washinotoh therefore relinquished this part of 
his plan, and prudently led his army to a place of se- 
curity, to give them the rest which they greatly 
needed. 

The successes of the American arms at Trenton^ 
and at Princeton, were followed by important conse 
quences. I'he affairs of the United States, before 
these events, appeared tol>e desperate. Two thou- 
sand of the regular troops had a right, on the first of 
January, to demand their discharge. The recruiting 
service was at an end, and general despondency pre- 
vailed. The triumphs of the British through the pre- 
vious parts of the campaign produced a common ap- 
prehension, in the citizens of the middle states, that 
any further struggle would be useless ; and that Ame- 
rica must eventually return to her allegiance to Great 
Britain. Many individuals made their peace with the 
Commissioners, and took protection from the officers 
of the crown 3 and more discovered the inclination to 
do it, when opportunity should present. General 
Howe supposed New-Jersey restored to the British 
government, and thought the war drawing to a close. 
But these successes were considered as great victories, 
and produced 'Consequent effects upon tlie publickmind. 
The character of the Conmiander in Chief propor- 
donably rose in the estimation of the great mass of 
American people, who now respected themselves, and 
confided in their persevering efforts to secure the 
great object of contention, the independence of their 
country. 
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Other causes )fad a powerful operation upon tlie 
outkIb of the yeomanry of New-Jersey. The British 
commanders tolerated, or at least neglected to restrain^ 
gross licentiousness in their army. The inhabitants 
of the state, which they boasted was restored to the 
bosom of the parent country, were treated not as re- 
claimed friends, but as conruered enemies. The sol- 
diery were guilty of every species of rapine, end with 
little discrimination between those who had opposed, 
or supported the measures of Britain The abuse waf 
not limited to the plundering of property. Every in 
dignity was offered to the persons of the inhabitants, 
not excepting those outrages to the female sex, which 
are felt by ingenuous minds with the keenest anguish, 
and excite noble spirits to desperate resistance. These 
aggravated abuses roused the people of New- Jersey to 
repel that army, to which they had roluntarily sub- 
mitted, in the expectation of protection and security. 
At the dawn of success upon the American arms, they 
rose in smaU bands to oppose their invaders. They 
scoured the country, cut off every soldier who strag- 
gled from his corps ; and in many instances repelled 
the foraging parties of the enemy. 

The enterprising manceuvres of the American Ge- 
neral, and the returning spirit of the Jersey yeoman- 
ry, rendered General Howe, now Sir William, very 
cautious and circumspect. He contracted his canton- 
ments for winter quarters, and concentrated his force 
m New-Jersey, at Brunswick, and Amboy. 

By this time, the period of service of the Conti- 
nental battalions had expired, and the recruits for the 
new army were not yet in camp. Offensive operations, 
therefore, were of necessity suspended by the Ameri- 
can General ; but, with the small force at his disposal, 
he straitenrd the enemy*s quarters, and cireuniscribed 
their foragmg excursions. 

At Cliristmas the power of the British was extend* 
ed over the whole of New-Jersey, and their commands 
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en boasted^ that a corporal's gaiird might in safety pa^ 
rade in every part of the province. Before the expira- 
tion of January, tliey possessed but two posts in the 
state, and these were in the neighbourhood of their 
shipping. The power of their arms extended not be- 
yond the reach of the guns of their fortifications. 
Every load of forage, and every pound of provision, ob- 
tained from the inhabitants, was procured by the bayo 
nets of large detachments, and at the price of blood. 
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1777. General Washingtok indulged the hope 
that the brilliant success, at the close of the last cam- 
paign, would stimulate his country to bring a force 
into the field, whicli would enable him in the course of 
the winter, to drive the enemy into New-York, to 
straiten their quarters and prevent their obtaining any 
supplies from the neighbouring counties. Being disap- 
pointed in this hope, he disposed his small force in th« 
best manner to protect New- Jersey, and exerted him- 
self to prepare for the approaching season of action. 

The most popular officers were sent into the states 
m which they had ttie greatest influence, to aid the 
recruiting service, and to push the recruits forward to 
camp, in small bodies, as they could be made ready 
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The anny having suffered extremely from the small 
pox, the General resolved that they should be relieved 
from the scourge and terrour of this disease. Orders 
were accordingly given secretly to inoculate the con* 
tincntal soldiers in their winter quarters ; and places 
were assigned at which the recruits were to go through 
the operation, as they successively approached the 
camp. The measure was attended with success, and 
Sir William did not avail himself of the temporary de« 
biUty of the American army. 

Congress had also admitted the expectatim df splen* 
did events during the winter. In answer to a lettei; 
expressing this expectation, the Commander in Chief 
gave the following account of the statQ of his army. 

" Could I accomplish the important ob- 
March 4. ject, so eagerly wished by Congress, con- 
fining the enemy in their present quarters, 
preventing their gathering supplies from the country, 
and totally subduing them before they are reinforced, 
I should be happy indeed. But what pr6^ect, or hope, . 
can there be, of my effecti:ig so desirable a work at 
this time ? The enclosed return, to which I solicit the 
most serious attention of Congress, comprehends the 
whole force I have in the Jersey. It is but a handtiil, 
and bears no proportion,- in the scale of numbers to 
that of the enemy. Added to this, the' major part is 
made up of militia. The most sanguine in speculation, 
eannot deem it more than adequate to the least valuable 
purposes of war.*' The whole number, capable of 
duty was short of three thousand. Two thirds of 
these were militia, whose time of service would exi^ire 
with the month. 

During the winter General Spencer planned an ex* 
pedition against the British troops on Rhode-Island. 
.The Commander in Chief advised that the attempt 
should not be made, without the strongest probability 
of success. The scheme was relinquished, and the 
General fully expressed his approbation of it. 'Mt is 
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light not to risk a miscarriage. Until we get our new 
armj properly established, it is our business f o play a 
certain game, and not to depend on the militia for any 
thing capital." The weakness of General Washing- 
ton was concealed from his friends and from his foes, 
and he was not molested at head quarters by Sir Wil 
Uam Howe. 

The remonstrances of the commander in Chief upon 
the state of the army, had in some degree produced 
their effect upon Congress. The corps of artilleristi 
was increased to three regiments, and the command 
of it given to Colonel Knox, who at this time was pro- 
moted to be a Brigadier General. A resolution also 
passed Congress, to raise three thousand cavalry ; and 
General Washington was empowered to establish a 
corps of engineers. Few, if any, native Americans 
having been systematically educated to this branch of 
war, the corps was principally formed of foreigners, 
and General Du Portail, an officer of distinguished 
merit, was placed at its head. 

The arrangement of the army gave the Com- 
mander in Chief inconceivable trouble. Congress, a« 
the head of the Union regulated the general military 
system ; but the governments of the several states 
were in their respective departments sovereign. In- 
deed the separate states only possessed coercive power. 
These raised their proportion of troops, and their 
agency was blended with that of Congress in clothing 
and supporting the men. The state regulations ra 
specting bounty and pay were different, and occasioned 
jealousies in the army, vexatious to the General, and 
destructive of subordination and discipline. The states 
which conceived 1\iemselves exposed to the invasion 
of the enemy, discovered an inclination to direst a 
part of the general force to their security, or to raise 
state battalions for their defence, and to be at their dis- 
posal. General Washington, in his correspondence 
with Congress, and with the state governments, repre* 
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itnted Ihe evUs that must ensae, should any discrimi- 
Datlon of pay or treatment be made among apldieni of 
^e qaiQ# army. He also stated, that if the force of 
tbt QQuntry should be placed under different heada, 
ilifBeient strength could not be collected to defend any 
one point ; and while the general defence was weak- 
ened) it would be impossible, by any disposition of the 
^tuij, to prevent the partial depredations of the ene- 
my. These embarrassments were happily overruled 
hiy the personal influence of the Greneral ; and before 
tMe campaign opened, the arrangements of the army 
were brought into order and method. 

The treatment of American prisoners by the British 
commanders was another source of vexation and difii- 
cnlty. At the commencement of hostilities, General 
Gage did not view the Americans ae a community 
contending for their constitutional rights, but as the 
revolted subjects of bis royal master, and the unhappy 
men, whom the fortune of war placed in his hands, he, 
without regard to military rank, confined in prison ae 
rebels, with common felons. Against a practice mili- 
tating with common usage, and calculated to in- 
crease the miseries of war, General Washingtoit 
forcibly remonstrated. In a letter to General Gage, 
he mentioned, that in his apprehension, the obligations 
of humanity, and the claims of rank are universally 
binding, except in the case of retaliation. He ex 
pressed " the hope he had entertained, that they would 
hftve induced, on the part of the British General, a 
conduct more conformable to the rights they gave. 
While he claimed the benefits of these rights, he de- 
clared Ills determination to be regulated entirely in his 
cefvdupt towards the prisoi^erB who should fall into his 
hiinds, by the treatment which those in the power of 
the British General should receive.*' To this letter 
a very haughty and insolent answer was given, in 
which General Gage retorted the charge of abuse to- 
il a r.Is prisoners, and stated, as a mark of British rle- 
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oiency , that the cord was not applied to those of whofl» 
imprisonment complaint was made. To this abiisiye^ 
comm<mication, General Wasrihgtoit replied in a 
manner worthy his character, and which reply, he ob- 
servod, was " to close their correspondence, perhaps- 
for oyer." He concluded with saying, " if your officers, 
our prisoners, receive from me a treatment different 
from what I wished to show them, they and you will 
remember the occasion of it.'* Accordingly all the 
British officers in his . power were put into close jail, 
and the soldiers were confined in places of security. 
Directions wore particularly given to subaltern agents^ 
to explain to the sufferers the causes which led to this 
seyority of treatment. 

When Howe succeeded to the command of the Bri*' 
tish army, he admitted American officers to their pa- 
role, and consented to an exchange of prisoners ; and 
General Washington gladly resumed his former hu- 
mane treatment of captives. 

The capture of G oneral Lee furnished another cause 
of irritation on this subject. He had been a British 
officer, and had engaged in the American service be- 
fore the acceptance of the resignation of his commis- 
sion. Sir William Howe for this reason pretended to 
view him as a traitor, and at first refused to admit him 
to his parole, or to consider him as a subject of ex- 
change. Congress directed the Commander in Chief 
to propose to Sir William Howe to exchange six field 
officers for General Lee. In case the proposal was re* 
jected. that body resolved, that these officers should be 
closely confined, and in every respect receive the 
treatment that General Lee did. The proposition not 
being acceded to, the resolution of Congress was car- 
ried into effect, by the 'Executives of the States, in 
whose custody the selected field officers were, with a 
degree of severity which the treatment of Genera] 
Lee did not warrant. 

The general olan of retaliation, adopted by Congresa 
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for abuses offered to Americans in tl e power of the 
British, the sound judgment of General WASHiiiGTOir 
conceived to be unjust and impolitick, and his humane 
heart recoiled at its execution. Some of the resolu- 
' tions of that honourable body, on this subject, he 
thought exposed his own honour to impeachment by 
Sir William Howe. Against those resolutions, he 
pointedly remonstrated, and detailed the evils they 
were calculated to produce to the nation, and to the 
Americans, prisoners wiih the British. His representa- 
tions through a long period, had not their due effect 
but eventually Congress was constrained to adopt thft 
measures he recommended. 

Resolving never himself to aggravate the miseries 
of war, by wanton deeds of cruelty. General Wash- 
IHOTON was disposed to adopt and execute those laws 
of retaliation, which would constrain the enemy to con- 
duct their military operations in the spirit of humanity. 
Repeated and heavy complaints were made of the 
cruel treatment which the American prisoners received 
in New-Tork ; and the sickly and debilitated state of 
those, who wore sent out to be exchanged, confirmed 
the truth of the charge. Many of them fainted and 
died before thoy reached head quarters. General 
Howe demanded that all prisoners, delivered at the 
lines to an American officer, should be accounted for 
in the cartel, and British soldiers returned to the full 
•mount. General Wasbingtoh absolutely refused to 
reckon those who died on their way to the American 
camp ; and he unweariedly exerted himself to correct 
the abuse to American prisoners. In the beginning 
of April this year, he wrote Sir William Howe, '^ It is 
a fact not to be questioned, that the usage of our pri 
■oners while in your possession, the privates at least, 
was such as could not be justified. This was pro- 
claimed by the concurrent testimony of aU who came 
out, their appearance sanctified the assertion, and 
melancholy experience, in the speedy death of a large 
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p«n of them» stamped it with infallible certainty.^ 
These measures induced the enemy to a more homane 
treatment of their prisoners ; but disputes on the suIh 
ject prevented the establishment of a regular cartel 
until a late period of the war. 

Id March the enemy sent out two detachments to 
destroy the American stores at Peck*s Kill on tii« 
North River) and at Danbuly in Connecticut. Both 
succeeded in their attempt ; and alUiough the stotet 
destroyed did not equal in quantity the report on which 
the expeditions were planned, yet their losswas sen^ly 
felt by the Americans in the active season of the cani* 
paign. 

In the near approach of active operations, Con^ss 
resolved that a camp should be formed on the westerik 
side of Philadelphia. General WASBHrotoir had al' 
ready adopted his plan for the campai(pi, and request* 
ed that this camp, if formed, should consist wholly of 
militia. In the expectation that Sir William HoWtt 
would either attempt to gain possessioh of the High 
lands on North river, and cooperate with General Bur^ 
goyne from Canada ; or renew the plan of the lasl 
campaign, to march through New-Jersey for FhikdeK 
phia, the General determined to post his army upott 
the strong ground in New-Jersey, north of the road 
through Brunswick, to Philadelphia. In this poeiliolk 
he might protect Philadelphia, and a great part of 
New- Jersey. The situation was also favourable to 
defend the passes and ferts on the North river. T6 
this post he wished to collect a force sufficient to re* 
pel an assault from General Howe. In the location 
of his army, the General had another object of mag^ 
nitude upon his mind. In Us opinion it was un«*^* 
tain whether General Burgoyne would by sea join Sir 
William Howe, or retaining a separate command, at^ 
tempt the conquest of Ticondoroga, and an impression 
upon the Hudson. Which of these measures would 
be pursued, he could not determine, until the plans of 
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the enemy were nnfolded. To guard against both| h« 
ordered the troops raised north of the Hudson to be 
-divided between Ticonderoga and Peck's Kill, and 
those south including North-Carolina to be stationed 
.in New- Jersey. The troops of South-Carolina and 
Georgia were left for their own defence. By this dis- 
position of his forces, the General was in a situation 
to reinforce Ticonderoga from Feck's Kill, should Bur- 
goyne attack that post, or reinforce his own army from 
those posts, should Burgoyne join Sir Willian) Howe. 

In pursuance of this plan, on the last of May, the 
winter encampment at Morristown was broken up, and 
a camp formed at Middlebrook, about ten miles 
from Brunswick. The position naturally strong, was 
strengthened by enlronchments. The weak state of 
the American army required for its safety every ad- 
vantage of ground, as well as the utmost caution of 
the General. On the 2lH.h of May, the troops in New 
Jersey, exclusive of cavalry and artillery, amounted 
only to eight thousand three hundred and seventy- 
eight men, of whom more tlian two thousand were 
sick. The troops of North- Carolina had not then 
joined ^he army, and abont five hundred of the militia 
of Jersey were not included in the estimate. This 
force was in numbers much inferiour to the army com- 
manded by SI** William Howe, and many of the Ame- 
ricans were recruits, who had never faced an enemy. 

Sir William having collected his force at Brunswick, 
.about the middle of June, marched in two columns 
towards the Delaware. By this movement, he expect- 
ed to induce General Wasbinoton to quii his fortified 
camp to oppose the enemy's passage of the river, and 
that a general engagemoat would, in consequence, 
take place on ground favourable to the British com* 
mander. General Washihgton was not ensnared by 
this stratagem. In a letter written at the moment, his 
apprehensions of this manoeuvre are thus conveyed. 
** The views of the enemy must be to destroy this ar 
11 • 
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my and fret poasoflaion of Philadelphia. I am, hoK^ 
eyer, clearly of opinion that they will not move that 
way, until they haye endeavoured to give a severe 
blow to this army. The risk would be too great to at- 
tempt to cross a river ; when they must expect td 
meet a f jrmidable opposition in front, and woijdd have 
•ach a force as ours in the rear. They might possibly 
be successful, but the probability would be infinitely 
against them. Should they be imprudent enough to 
make the attempt, I shall keep close upon their heels, 
and will do every thing in my power to make the pro- 
ject fatal to them." 

** But besides the argument in favour of their intend- 
ing, in the first place, a stroke at this army, drawn 
from the policy of the measure, every appearance con- 
Iributes to confirm the opinion. Had their design been 
for the Delaware, in the first instance, they would 
orobably have made a secret, rapid march for it, and 
not have halted so as to awaken our attention, and 
give us time to prepare for obstructing them. Instead 
of that, they have only advanced to a position neces- 
sary to facilitate an attack on our right, the part in 
which we are most exposed. In addition to this cir- 
cumstance, they have come out as light as possible ; 
leaving all their baggage, provisions, boats, and bridges 
at Brunswick. This plainly contradicts the idea of 
tbeir intending to push for the Delaware." 

When the British arpiy was collected at Brunswick, 
General Washington knowing that the High lands 
on the Hudson wore not exposed, while the enemy 
held that position, ordered a large detachment from 
Peck*s Kill to Middlebrook, and he determined to de* 
fend himself in this post. 

Finding that his opponent could not be manoeuvred 
out of his fortified camp, the British commander drew 
back his troops to Staten Island, with the design to 
embark them for the Delaware or the Chesapeak. 

While these raanceuvros were displaying in New 
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ivrsDj, intelligence wm received, that Oenera] Bur 
goyne, with a powerfal body of troops, wu en the 
Lakes, approaching Ticonderoga. General Wash- 
iir«TOV immediately forwrarded large reinforcementi 
to the Northern army. 

Soon after the British transports sailed out of the 
Inrbotir of New* York, an intercepted letter from Ge- 
BeralHc we to General Burgoyne was put into the handf 
of the Commander in Chief, which contained the in 
formation that, '^ He was exhibiting the appearance of 
mcving to the Southward, while his rcHed intent was 
against Boston, from whence he would co-operate with 
the army of Canada." General Washington viewing 
this letter as a finesse, paid no regard to it. 

The policy of co-operating on the North river wilJi 
the army of Canada, was so evident to the military 
mind of the General, that he conceived the movement 
of Howe to be a feint, designed to draw away the 
American army, that the British forces might suddenly 
ascend the Hudson, and seize the passes in the moun- 
tains, he therefore moved his troops to the neighbour- 
hood of those heights, and there waited the issue of 
Sir William's man<suvre 

When the apprehension of a sudden attack upon the 
American works on the North river, was removed by 
the length of time Sir William Howe had been at sea. 
General Washington marched his army by divisions 
to places which he thought the most favourable to de- 
fend points the enemy might attack. 

WhUe waiting the evolution of the enemy's plan of 
the campaign. General Washington surveyed the 
ground in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, that he 
might be thoroughly acquainted with the probable 
scene of approaching military operations On a critical 
examination of the fortifications on the Delaware, he 
advised Congress to confine the defence of the river to 
Mud Island and Red Bank, because the force for d#> 
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IdDoe. collected at thew points, would produce more 
effect, than it could, divided upon different parte of the 
river. 

The American army remained quietly in ite position 
until the 21st of August. By this time General Wash* 
INGTOH apprehended that General Howe had proceed- 
ed to Charleston, South-Carolina, and he knew that 
bhe attempt to follow him to that place would be uae- 
leas. He therefore resolved to move his army to the 
North river, to assail the enemy at New-Tork, or to 
join the northern army and oppose Burgoyne. But on 
the very day on which orders to this purpose were is- 
sued, intelligence reached him that Sir William had 
entered the Chesapeak, and was approaching its head. 
He had spent more than twenty days in his passage, 
and on the 25th of August, landed without opposition 
at Turkey Point, in Maryland. His force amounted 
to eighteen thousand men, abundantly furnished with 
every article of warfare. 

As soon as General Washingtov was apprized of 
the destination of the British General, he put his army 
in motion to meet him. He marphed through Phila- 
delphia, that a sight of hb forces might make impres- 
sions on the minds of those citizens, who were hostile 
to the American cause. The effective force of Gene- 
ral Washington did not exceed eleven thousand mon. 
The militia, on this occasion, turned out in considers^ 
ble numbers, but the want of arms rendered the ser* 
vires of many of them useless. 

On the 3d of September, the hostile armies approach- 
ed each other. General Washington, not being in 
force to contend with his foe in the open field, could 
only harass his line of march, with light troops and 
cavalry, and pick up stragglers from his camp. As 
the Royal troops advanced. Sir William manoeuvred 
to gain the right wing of the American army. Gene- 
ral Washington, to counteract his design, continued 
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W AH Uicli, mtil he crotted the Brand jwibb rirer at 
Chadd*i f6t4. Here he made a ttand to dispute its 
fi\iMg« by the Britleh. 

The opinion of Conipreea, and the general sentiment 
^the eoimtrjr, nnpoiod on the General the necessity 
of hailffdkig a general action at this place, for the do* 
Alice of Phibdelphia. 

Early in the morning, information was 
•■pt< II. l>ronght to the Commander in Chief, that 
the British army was advancing in the 
road to Chadd's ^rd, and he immediately prepared to 
diqnUe the paange of the river. By ten o'clock the 
Ughi troops were driven over the river to the main 
body of the American army, and it was every moment 
eapocted that the German General Knypliaosen would 
attempt to fbtee a passage. About noon, intelligence 
was tommonicated to the General, that a large column 
of the enemy, with a number of field pieces, had 
marched up the country, and fallen into the road which 
crosses the Brandywine above its forks. 

Batisfied of the oorrectness of this intelligence, he 
detached the right wing of his army to attack the lefl 
of this Column, as it marched down the north side of 
the Bnmdywine) intending himself, with the centre 
and lefl wing, to recross the river, and attack the di* 
vieien of the enemy at Chadd*s ford. While issuing 
etiiers for the execution of this daring plan, the first 
intelligence was contradicted, and Uie general was in- 
fbrmed, that the movement of the column towards the 
forks was a fmt, and that instead of crossing the ri- 
ver at that pUce, It had rejohiod the German troops at 
Oadd's fonl. Under the uncertainty, which this con- 
tradictory inteUigence produced, the General prn* 
dently relinquished his design. 

About two o'clock it was ascertained, that Sir Will- 
iam Howe in person had crossed the Brandywine at 
the forks, and was rapidly marching down the North 
fide oi the river, to attkck the American army. The 
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Commanoer in Chief, now ordered General SoUinA 
to form the right wing to oppose the column of Sir 
Willi&ni. General Wayno was directed to remain at 
Cha4d*e ford with the left wing, to dispute the passage 
of tne riTer with Knjrphausen. General Green, with 
iiis division, was posted as a reserve in the centre be- 
tween Sullivan and Wayne, to reinforce either, as cir- 
cumstances might require. General Sullivan march- 
ed up the river, until he found favourable ground, oil 
which to form his men ; his left was near the Brandy- 
wine, and both flanks were covered with thick wood. 
At half past four o'clock, when his Hue was scarcely 
formed, the British, under Lord Comwallis, commenc- 
ed a spirited attack. The action was for some time 
severe ; but the American right, which was not pro- 
perly in order when the assault began, at length gava 
way, and exposed the flank of the troops that maintain- 
their ground, to a destructive fire, and continuing to 
break from the right, the whole line finally gave way. 

As soon as the firing began. General WASHnroToVy 
with General Green's division, hastened towards the 
scene of action, but before his arrival, Sullivan was 
routed, and the Commander in Chief could only check 
the pursuit of the enemy, and covered the retreat of 
the beaten troops. 

During these transactions General Knjrphausen nth 
saulted the works erected for the defence of Chadd'a 
ford, and soon carried them. General Wayne, by this 
time learning the fate of the other divisions, drew off 
his troops. General Washiitoto^ retreated, with his 
whole force that night to Chester. The American loss 
in this battle was about three hundred killed, and six 
hundred wounded. Four hundred were made priso- 
ners, but these chiefly of the wounded. 

Many of the regiments of infantry, and the whole 
corps of artillery, on this occasion, exhibited the firm- 
ness and persevering courage that would have honour- 
ed veteran troops. A fe*v oorps gave way as soon at 
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pressed by the enemj, and their deficiency exposed 
those who bravely did their duty. General Howe 
statud his loss, in this action, at one handr«:d killed and 
four hundred wounded. In this battle, Marquis L% 
Fayette, who had recently joined the American army 
was wounded. 

The defeat of Brandywme produced no depression 
ef spirits upon Congress, the army, or the country. 
Measures were immediately taken to reinforce the ar* 
my. Fifteen hundred men were marched firom Peck's 
Kill, and large detachments of militia ordered into the 
field. The Commander in Chief was empowered to 
impress all horses, wagons, and provisions, necessary 
for the army. In orders, the general expressed his 
his high satisfaction at the behaviour of the body of 
his army in tjie late engagement. Having allowed his 
troops a short repose, he faced about to meet the ene- 
my, fully resolved to try his fortune in a genoral ac- 
tion, before he resigned Philadelphia to the Royal com 
mander. 

General Washington, perceiving that 
SxPT. 16. the enemy Vere moving into the Lancas-, 
ter road, towards the city, took possesinon 
of ground near the Warren tavern, on the left of the 
British, and twenty^three miles from Philadelphia. 
The protection of his stores at Reading was one object 
of this movement. The next morning he was inform- 
ed of the approach of the British army. He imme«ii- 
ately put his troops in motion to engage the enemy. 
The pdvance of the two hostile armies met and began 
Co skirmish, when rain fell, and soon increased to a 
violent storm. This providentially prevented a gene- 
ral engagement, and rendered the retreat of the Ame- 
tlcans absolutely necessary. The inferiority of the 
muskets in the hands of the American soldiery, which 
had been verified in every action, was strikingly illus- 
trated in this retreat. The gun locks were badly 
made, and the cartrid^o boxes Imperfectly constructed * 
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and tliii storm rendered most of the wme unfit te WHf 
uid all the ammumtion wu damaged. The army wm 
of coniequence extremely expoaed, and their diOfW 
eecame the greater, as many of the soldiers were dMt 
titute of bayonets. Fortunately the terapesty which 
produced such serious mischief to the Amerioaaai pt«r 
▼entod the pursuit of the British. 

Greneral Washinuton, finding his troops unfitted fhv 
action, relinquished, from necessity, the immediate ii^ 
tention of a battle, and continued his retreat throufh 
the day, and most of the night, amitlst a cold and teoi* 
pestuous rain, and in very deep roads. On a full di*^ 
coyery of the extent of the damage to the arms and 
ammunition, the General ascended the Schuylkill, and 
crossed it at Warwick furnace, to obtain a fresh sup- 
ply of ammunition, and to refit or replace the defective 
muskets. He slill resolved to risk a general engage^ 

ment, for the safety of the capital. He re* 
Sept. 19. crossed the Schuylkill at Parker's ferry, 

and encamped east of that river, on both 
sides of Parkyomy creek, and detachments were post- 
ed at the different fords, at which the enemy might atp 
tempt to force a passage. As the British army ap« 
preached the river. General Washikotov posted hia 
army in their front ; but, instead of forcing i% pasaagOt 
Sir William moved rapidly up the road towards Read- 
ing. The American Commander, supposing that hia 
object was to destroy the military stores at that place, 
and to turn the right flank of the American army» 
marched up the river to Pottsgrove, leaving the lower 
ropd to the city open to his antagonist. Sir WiUiam 
Hows availed himself of the opportnnity, and on th# 
S^h, entered Philadelphia in triumph. 

General Washington had seasonably taken the pre- 
caution to remove the publick stores from the city, 
and to secure for the use of the army, those artiolei 
of merchandise, which their wants rendered of prima- 
fy necessity. Colonel Hamilton, then one of Grencfal 
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Washinchtoii's ftidii bad been sent into tbe «)ity on 
tbts important business. By his instructions he was 
directed to proceed in his requisitions upon the stores 
and shops of Philadelphia cautiously but effectually. 
*^ Tour own prudence will point out the least excep* 
iionable means to be pursued, but remember delicacyi 
and a strict adherence to the ordinary mode of appli 
cation, must give place to our necessitres. We must;* 
if possible, accommodate the soldiers with such arti 
oles as they stand in need of; or we shall have just 
Mason to apprehend the most injurious and alarming 
eons^uences from the approaching season." 

From the landing of the British army at the head of 
the Elk, on the 25th of Aujust, to the 26th of Sep- 
tember, when they entered Philadelphia, the American 
troops had encountered a continued series of activo 
operations, and the duty of the General was compli- 
cated and arduous. 'During this time, the soldiers 
were destitute of baggage, insufficiently supplied with 
provisions, and deprived of the comforts that adminis- 
ter to the support of the human frame under severe 
fatigue. Without covering, they were exposed to 
heavy rains, and obliged to marfttt, many of them 
without shoes, in deep roads, and to ford considerable 
streams. 

The best British writers, who have given us a his- 
tory of the revolutionary war, highly applaud the ge- 
neralship of Sir William Howe in this part of the 
campaign. Can they then withhold applause from the 
American Commander, who manoeuvred an inferiour 
army in tne face of the British General, and detained 
him tf.irty days, in marching sixty miles, from the 
heaii of Elk river to Philadelphia, in a couhtry, in 
which there was not one fortified post, nor a stream 
tiiat might not, at this season be every where forded , 
who fought one battle, and altlu>n^li oeaten, in five 
days again faced his enem« wiui the intention to risk 
a general eneragement ; who, when in the moment of 
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eadoD, WM proTidentially obliged to retreati wHh mas- 
k«tfl and ammunition unfit for use^ extricated himself 
tirom his perilous situation and once more placed him- 
self in fiont of tlie invading foe ; who at last was la* 
duccd to open the Philadelphia road to the British Ge- 
neral, not because he was beaten in the field, but 
through the influence of circumstances, which no 
militarj address could counteract. • 

Four regiments of grenadiers were posted in Phila- 
delphia, and the other corps of the British army were 
cantoned at Germantown. The first object of Sir 
William was to subdue the defences and remove the 
impediments of the Delaware, that a communication 
might be opened with the British shipping. General 
Washington made every effort to prevent the execu- 
tion of the enemy's design, in the hope of forcing Ge- 
neral Howe out of Philadelphia, by preventing sup- 
plies of provisions from reac.'iing him. Of the attain- 
ment of this important object, he had no doubt, could 
the passage of the Delaware be rendered impractica- 
ble. To this purpose works had been erected on a 
bank of mud and sand in the river, near the conflu- 
ence of the Schuylkill, and aSout seven miles below 
Philadelphia. The place, from these works, was de- 
nominated Fort Island, and the works themselves Fort 
Mifflin. On a neck of land on the opposite shore of 
New-Jersey, called Red Bank, a fort was constructed 
and mounted with heavy artillery, and called Fort 
Mercer. Fort Island and Red Bank, were distant 
firom each other half a mile. In the channel of the 
Delaware, which ran between them, two ranges of 
Chevauxdefrise were sunk. These consisted of large 
pieces of timber, strongly framed together, and point- 
ed with iron, and they completely obstructed the pas- 
sage of ships. These works were covered by several 
galleys, floating batteries, and armed ships. 

Sir William Howe having detached a considerable 
force from Germantowo to operate against the works 
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•n the Delaware, General WASHiiieTov thou^t this 
a fiiToarable opportunity to attack the British army in 
their cantonments. The line of the British encamp- 
ment crossed the villa/re of Germantown at right 
angles, near its centre ', and its flanks were strongly 
ooTored. 

General Washivotov now commanded a force con- 
sisting of about eight thousand continental troops and 
three thousand militia. The General's plan was to 
attack both wings of the enemy in front, and rear at 
the same time. The arrangements having been made, 
the army was moved near the scene of action on the 
•vening of the 4th of October. The divisions of Sul- 
livan and Wayne, flanked by Conway's Brigade, were 
to enter Germantown by the way of Chestnut Hill, 
and attack the left wing of the British. General Arm- 
strong with the Pennsylvania militia was ordered to 
fall down the Manatawny road, and turning the British 
left flank, attack its rear. The divisions of Green and 
Stephen, flanked by M'Dougal's Brigade, were to take 
a circuit by the way of Limekiln road, and entering at 
the market-house, attack the right wing. The militis 
of Maryland and New-Jersey, under General Small- 
wood and General Forman, were to march down the 
old York road, and fall upon the rear of the British 
right. The division of Lord Sterling, and the bri- 
gades of Nash and Maxwell were to form a corps dt 



About sunrise the next morning, the front 
Oct. 8. of General Sullivan's column, which tit 
Commander in Chief accompanied, drove is 
the British piquet at Mount Airy. The main body ot 
this division soon engaged the British light infantry 
and the fortieth regiment of foot, and obliged them to 
give wsy, leaving all their baggage behind. General 
Green in half an hour after Sullivan reached the 
ground of action, attacked and drove in the troops in 
iiront of the right wing K the enemy. Several brigades 
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df SuUiTan't and of Green's divisiona pettetniled tii« 
tewa. The enemy appeared to be surpriMd, and a 
fair prospect of eventual aoccesa in the aaoault ]»«• 
■ented itself to the mind of the American General. 

The flattering expectations, which the successfMl 
commencement of the enterprise excited, were iiOQ« 
succeeded by disappointment and mortification. As 
the British retreated before General Sullivan's divjr 
sion, Colonel Mus(jrrave took post with six eompawM 
of light troops in a stone house, from which he severe- 
verely galled the Amerieaas in their advance. At* 
tempts were made to dislodge him, but they pieved 
inoflectual, and the Amwican line was checked and 
thrown into disorder. The morning being extremely 
foggy, the Americans could neither pereeive the •ilua» 
fion of tHe enemy, nor take advantage of their own 
success. The ground to which some of the British 
corps was pursued had many encloanrea, which brok* 
the American line of march, and some of the regi- 
ments, in their ardour to push forward, separated from 
thoir brigades, were surrounded and taken prisoners 
}n the moment of supposed victory, the troops retreat 
od, and the efforts of their Generals tp rally them, 
were fruitless. The militia were never seriously 
brought into action. General Washjngtoh, perceiv- 
ing that victory had, on this occasion, eluded ids gnu^, 
contented himself with a safe and honourable retieat. 

In this bold asscult, two hundred Americans were 
killed, six hundred wounded, and four hundred taken 
prisoners. Among the killed was Brigadier General 
Nash. The British loss was one hundred killed and 
four hundred wounded. Among the killed were Bri- 
gadier Agnew and Colonel Bird. This entorprise, as 
frir as the Commander in Chief was concerned in it, 
was honourable. Its uHimate failure must be attributed 
to the want of discipline and experience in his men 
Congress fully approved of the plan o^ this assault, 
%nA applauded the courage displayed in ts execution 
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They voted their thanks to the General, and to the 
army. 

The works in the Delaware now engaged the atten- 
tion of the British and American Generals. Sir Will- 
iam Howe broke up his encampment at Germantown, 
and moved his whole army into Philadelphia. Ge- 
neral Washington placed confidential garrisons in 
Fort Mercer at Red Bank, and in Fort -Mifflin on Mad 
Island, but he had not a force equal to their complete 
defence. He appointed detachments to intercept tho 
transportation of provisions from the British ships be 
low the American works to Philadelphia. He called 
upon the government of New-Jersey to turn out the 
militia of that state, to form a camp in the rear of Red 
Bank ; and he set patroles of militia on the roads 
leading to Philadelphia, both in Pennsylvania and New- 
Jersey, to prevent the disaifected inhabitants from 
carrying their articles into the market of Philadelphia. 
To avail himself of any favourable opportunity to an- 
noy the enemy, he moved his army to White Marsh, 
distant only fifteen miles from the city. 

Lord Howe, by continued exertinn, having over- 
come the obstructions which the Americans had 
placed in the river at Billingsport, a ioint attack by 
sea ard land was planned against Red Bank and Fort 
Island. The Augusta, a sixty-four gon ship, the Mer- 
lin frigate, and several small armed vesssels moved 
up the Delaware to assault the works on Fort or Mud 
Island. Count Donop crossed into New-Jersey with 
twelve hundred Germans, and in the ovnning of the 
22d appeared before Fort Morcer, on Red 
Oct. S^. Bank. His assault was highly snirited, ana 
the defence intrepid and obstinate. Colonel 
Green the commandant, whose garrison did not oxc eed 
five hundred men, was unable to man the outworks. 
From these he galled the Germans in their advance, 
and on their near approach he quitted them, and re- 
tired within the inner intrenchments. The enemy 
12» 
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prewed forward with andaiiiited Imyery, and the 
AmericanB poured apon them a deadly fire. Count 
Donop was hinuelf mortally wounded at the head 
of his gallant corps ; the second in command soon 
after fell, and the third immediately drew off his 
ibrces. 

The assailants had four hundred men killed and 
wounded. The garrison fighting under cover, had 
only thirty killed and wounded. Had the camp of 
militia been formed in the irear of Red Bank, agreeably, 
to General Washingtoit's desire, this whole corps 
would probably have been made prisoners. 

In the mean time, Fort Mifflin was attacked by the 
shipping, and by batteries erected on the Pennsylvania 
shore. Incessant voUies of bombs and cannon balls 
were discharged upon it. But at ebb tide the Auguii- 
ta and Merlin grounded, and were burnt. The garri- 
son supported this tremendstts fire without material 
Injury. 

The resistance of the forts on the Delaware far ex- 
ceeding the expectations of the British commanders, 
they adopted measures to overcome it, without the 
hazard of a second assault. They erected batteries 
upon Province Island, within &ve hundred yards of the 
American fort. They also brought up their shr^ping, 
gun boats, &c. and from the 10th to the 16th of Novem- 
ber, battered the American works. Ly this timo the 
defences were entirely beaten down, every piece of 
cannon was dismounted, and one of the ships approach- 
ed so near Fort Mifflin as to throw hand grenades firom 
her tops into it, which killed men upon the platform. 
The brave garrison received orders to quit the poet. 
Red Bank being no longer useful, its garrison and 
stores were also withdrawn on the approach of Lord 
Cornwallis with five thousand men to invest it. 

While these transactions were going on, the enter- 
prising spirit of the Commander in Chief was employ- 
ed to explore an openinir through which to attack hii 
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tdversary He clearly saw the importance of driyiiig 
^e British from Province Island ; but fifteen hundreo 
nen, in the opinion of his general officers, %ere ne- 
Mssarj to effect this object. This detachment could 
each the place of assault only by marching down a 
leck of land six miles in length almost in sight of the 
British General, who migh'i easily cut off the letreat 
nf the American detachment, unless it should be pro- 
tected by a strong covering party. To furnish this 
party, General Washington must expose his army 
with all his stores and artillery to Sir William. Or, 
if he moved his whole army over the Schuylkill, all 
the magazines and hospitals in his rear, might without 
opposition be seized. Red Bank would also be expos- 
ed, through which reinforcements of men, and supplies 
of ammunition -and provisions passed to Fort Island. 
He was therefore constrained to watch the progress of 
his enemy, without making efficient attempts to check 
him. 

The fortifications of the Delaware being surmount- 
ed, the impediments in the channel of the river were, 
without great difficulty, removed. In six weeks of in- 
cessant effort, the Biitish commanders gained the firee 
navigation of the Delaware, and opened the commu- 
nication between their fleet and army. 

During the excursion of Lord Comwallis into New- 
Jersey, with a design to invest Fort Mercer, General 
Washington was urged to attack Philadelphia. The 
wishes of Congress, and the expectation of the publick, 
gave weight to the proposed measure. The plan was, 
that General Green should silently fall down the Dela- 
ware, at a specified time, attack the rear of General 
Howe, and gain possession of the bridge over the 
Schuylkill ; that a powerful force should march down 
on the west side of that river, and from the heights in- 
filade the British works on that side, while the Com- 
mander in Chief, with the main body of the army, 
should attack fourteen redoubts, and tiie lines of the 
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enemy eztendiii(f from the Delaware to the Schnjlkill, 
which constituted their defence in front. 

The found mind of General Washingtoit was not 
•o much dazzled by a prospect of the brilliance and 
fame which the success of this enterprise would throw 
around himself, and his army, as to en^rage in t&e des- 
perate attempt. Nor was he disposed to sacrifice the 
safety of his country, upon the altar of publick opinion. 
He gave the following reasons for rejecting the plan ; 
tliat the army in Philadelphia was in number at least 
equal to his own ; it could not reasonably be ezpectedi 
that the several corps engaged, could co-operate in that 
joint and prompt- manner, which was necessary to suc- 
cess; in all probability the movement of General 
Green could not be made in the face of a vigilant ene- 
my without discovery, which was essential — if the se- 
veral divisions were in the onset successful, the re- 
doubts taken, the lines surmounted, and the British 
army driven within the city, the assault then must be 
extremely hazardous ; an artillery superiour to their 
own, would be planted to play upon tlie front of the 
assailing columns, and the brick houses would be lined 
with a formidable infantry, to thin their flanks ; a de- 
feat, which, calculating upon the scale of probaoility 
must be expected, would ruin the army, and open the 
country to the depredation of the enemy ; the hardy 
enterprises and stubborn conflicts of two campaigns, 
had given the British general only the command of 
two or throe towns, protected in a great measure by 
Uie shipping, why then forego the advantage of con- 
fining the British army in narrow quarters, to place 
the stores in camp, and the very independence of 
America at risk upon this forlorn hope. The General 
was supported in his opinion by those ofiicers in whoso 
judgment he placed the most confidence, and he dis* 
regarded the clamours of ignorance and rashness. 

On the 4th of December, Sir William Howe march* 
ed his whole army out of Philadelphia to White Marsh 
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the encampment of General Wasbinotov. He took 
a position on Chestnut Hill In front of the American 
ri|fht wing. Mr. Stedman, a British historian, of the 
revolutionary war, who at this time was with Sir Will- 
iam, states his force at fourteen thousand men. The 
Continental troops at White Marsh amounted to about 
twelve thousand, anc? the militia to three. The ground 
of the Americans was strong, but no fortifications had 
been erected. Never before had General Wa8Hin«to« 
met his enemy in this manner, with a superiority of 
numbers. He wished to be attacked, but was not dis* 
posed to relinquish the advantage of ground. 

The British Commander spent the 6th in recon- 
noitring the American right. At night he marched XQi 
their lefl on the hill, which here approached nearer 
to their camp, and took a good position within a nvW 
of it. The next day he advanced further to th» 
American left, and in doing it approached still nearer 
this \i[ing. General Washington made some change* 
in the disposition of his troops to oppose with a greater 
force the attack he confidently expected on his left. 
Momentarily expecting the assault, be rode througji^ 
each brigade of the army, with perfect composure, giv- 
ing his orders, animating his men to do their duty to 
their country, and exhorting them to depend principally 
on the bayonet. During these man<Buvre8, some sharp 
skirmishing took place. At evening the disposition (^ 
General Howe indicated the design to attack the next 
morning. The American Commander impatiently 
waited the assault, promising himself some compensar 
tion for the disasters of the campaign in the issue of 
this battle. But his hopes were disappointed. On th« 
afternoon of the eighth. Sir William returned to Phi- 
ladelphia, with such rapidity as not to be overtaken by 
the American light troops, which were sent out to ha 
rass his rear. 

Sir William Howe mov»jd out of Philadelphia wUh 
•I professed d- sign to vttaivk General Wa8|iiii«toii 
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And to drive liim over the moantain. He miuat have 
felt mortification in receding from this intention, and 
by it acknowledging in the face of the world, the re* 
ipect he entertained for the military talents of his op« 
ponent, and proclaiming his reluctance to engage an 
American army of equal numbers, unless he could 
command the ground of action. 

The American troops were badly clothed, and were 
generally destitute of blankets. The winter setting in 
with severity, it became necessary to lodge them in 
winter quarters. The General had revolved the sub- 
ject in his mind, and weighed all its difficulties. Should 
he quarter his army in villages, his men would be ex- 
posed to the destructive enterprises of partisan British 
eorpSy and a large district of country would be opened 
to the forage of tho enemy. To remedy these dangers 
And inconveniences, the General resolved to march his 
srmy to Valley Forge, a strong position back of Phila- 
delphia, covered with wood, and tfaei^B shelter them. 
On the march to the place, for the first time the dispo- 
sition for the winter was announced. He applauded 
the past fortitude of the array, and exhorted them to 
bear their approaching hardships with the resolution 
of soldiers, assuring them that the publick good, and 
not his inclination, imposed them. The men bore their 
temporary sufferings with patience. They felled trees, 
and of logs built themselves huts, closing their cre- 
vices with mortar, and soon assumed the form and or- 
der of an encampment. Light troops were stationed 
around Philadelphia to straiten the enemy's quarters, 
and to cut off their communication with those of the 
country who were disposed to supply them with pro- 
vision. 

' On the 22d. of December the Commissary announe* 
ed the alarming fact, that the last rations in store had 
been served to the troops. A small number of the 
men discovered a disposition to mutiny at a privation 
^or which they could not ao<tount| bat in the criminal 
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jnattention of their countrj ; but the majoritf of th* 
urmy Bubmitted to the scarcity without a mttnuor. 
General Washhtoton ordered the country to be econr 
ed, and proviiions to be seised wherever they could be 
(bund. At the same tidie he stated the situation of 
the anny to Congress, and warned that body of th« 
dangerous consequences of this mode of obtaining sup* 
plies. It was calculated he said, to ruin the discipline 
of the soldiers, and to raise in them a disposition for 
plunder and licentiousness. It must create in th« 
minds of the inhabitants jealousy and dissatislaction. 
**' I regret the occasion which compelled me to the 
measure the other day, and shall consider it among 
the greatest of our misfortunes to be under the neces- 
sity of practising it again. I am now obliged to keep 
several parties from the army threshing grain, that 
our supplies may not fail, but this will not do." — ^Dur 
ing the whole winter, the sufferings of the troops aft 
Valley Forge were extreme. 



CHAPTER V. 

P f o y wwi and larae of the Northern Campaign — ^Plan to diepkee 
General Washington — His Correspondence on the Subject— liOt- 
ter of Gen<)ral Gates — ^Hemonstrance of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania against closing tlio Campaign — Observations of the Com- 
mander in Chief upon it — SoiTerings of the Army for the want of 
Provisions and Clothinc — Measures* adopted by the Commander 
in Chief to obtain Suppliee—Metbods taiien to Kecrult the Army 
•^ir Henry Clinton appointed Commander in Chief of the British 
Forc es He evacuates Philadelphia, and marches tLrough New- 
Jersey to New- Vork— General Washington pursues hin»— Battle 
of Monmouth — ^Thanks of Congress to the General and Army — 
General L^e censured— He demands a Court Martial, and is sus- 
pended from his command — ^French Fleet appears on the Ameri- 
can Coastr— Expedition against Rhode-Island— It fails- DisaflTee- 
tion between tho American and French OflScers — Measures of the 
Commander in Chief to prevent the ill Conseqoeneesof it— Army 
goes into Winter Q,uarters in the High Lands. 

1777. DuRiMG these transactions in the middle 
States, the northern campaign bad terminated in the 
captuie of General Bnrgovne and army. That da- 



DM UFE or WASHINGTON. [1777. 

pftrtflMnt had ever been considered as a separate eom* 
mand, and more particularly under the direction of 
Oonitresa. Bat tiie opinion of the Commander in 
Chief had been consulted in many of its transactions, 
and most of its details had passed through his hands. 
Through him that army had been supplied with the 
greater part of its artillery, anunnnitionj and i>ro> 
fisions. 

Upon the loss of Ticonderoga, and the disastrous 
e\ebts which followed it, he exerted himself to stop 
the career of General Bnrgoyne, although by this ex- 
ertion, he weakened himself in his conflict with Sir 
William Howe. Without waiting for the order of 
Congress, in his own name he called out the militia of 
New-England, and directed General Lincoln to com- 
mand them. Strong detachments were sent to the 
northward from his own army. General Arnold, who 
hhd already greatly distinguished himself in the fleld^ 
was sent at the head of these reinforcements^ in the 
expectation that his influence would do much to re- 
animate the northern forces and inspirit them to noble 
exertions. Soon after Colonel Morgan with his regi- 
ment, the best partisan corps in the American army, 
was also detached to that service. General Waaj* 
IHGTOIV encouraged General Schuyler to look forward 
to brighter fortune. " The evacuation of Ticondero- 
ga and Mount Independence,'* said he, in a letter to 
that General, ^ is an event of chagrin and surprise, 
not apprehended, nor within the compass of my rea- 
soning. This stroke is severe indeed, and has dis- 
tressed us much. But notwithstanding things at pre- 
sent wear a dark and gloomy aspect, I hope a spirited 
opposition will check the progress of Goneral Bur- 
goyne's arms, and that the confidence derived from 
success will hurry him into measures, that will in 
their consequences be favourable to us. We should 
never despair. Our situation has before been unpro- 
mising, but has changed foi- the better, so I trust it 
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will again. If new difficulties arife, we must oidj p«l 
forth new exertions, and proportion om efforts to th# 
exigency of the times." When informed by General 
l^chuyler, that Burgoyne had divided his force to aot 
in different quarters, General Washihotov foresav 
the consequences, and advised to the measures thai 
prored fatal to that conm^ander. " Although our af- 
iairs," replied he to General Schuyler, *^ have aam% 
days past worn a dark and gloomy, aspect, I yet look 
forward to a fortunate and happy issue. I trust Gene- 
ral Burgoyne's army will sooner or later, experience 
an effectual check ; and, as I suggested before, that 
tlie success he had will precipitate his ruin. From 
your account he appears to be pursuing that line of 
conduct, which of a!l others is ipost favourable to us ; 
I mean acting by detachments. This conduct will 
certainly give room for enterprise on our part, and ex* 
pose his parties to great hazard. Could we be so hap- 
py as to cut one of them off, though it should not ex- 
ceed four, five, or six hundred men, it would inspirit 
the people, and do away much of their present anxiety. 
In such an event, they would lose sight of past mis- 
fortunes ; and, urged at the same time by a regard to 
their own security, they would fly to arms and afford 
every aid in their power." 

The community was not intimately .acquainted with 
the state of things in the northern department. In 
consequence, strong prejudices were excited against 
General Schuyler. On account of this popular preju- 
dice. Congress conceived it prudent to change the 
General of this army, and the Commander in Chief 
was requested to nominate a successor to Oeneral 
Schuyler. Through delicacy he declined this nomi- 
nation; but never did the semblance of envy aft 
the good fortune of (general Gates, whom Congress 
appointed, appear in any part of General Washuto- 
ton's conduct. His patriotism induced him to aid this 
subordinate General by every means in his power, and 

Vol.1. 13 . - 
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the faeceftses of the northern army filled his heart 
with undissembled joy 

ThiM magnanimity was not in every instance repaid. 
The brilliant issue of the northern campaign in 1777, 
east a glory around General Gates, and exalted his mili- 
tary reputation. During his separate command, some 
parts of his conduct did not correspond with the ingenu- 
ousness and delicacy with which he had been treated 
by the Commander in Chief. After the action of the 
19th of September, when it was ascertained that Ge- 
neral Gates's force was superiour to that of the British 
General, and was increasing. General Washingtoh 
apprehended that General Gates might return him 
Colonel Morgan*s corps, whose services he greatly 
needed while the enemy was marching through Penn- 
sylvania. But unwilling absolutely to order the re- 
turn of Morgan, he stated tht^f. General Howe was 
pressing him with a superiour force, and left General 
Gates to act in the concern according to his discretion. 
General Gates retained the corps, and mentioned as 
his reas^, " Since the action of the 19th the ene- 
ny have kept the ground they occupied on the morn- 
ing of that day and fortified their camp. The ad- 
vance sentries of my piquets are posted within shot, 
and opposite those of the enemy. Neither side has 
given ground an inch. In this situation your Excel- 
lency would not wish me to part with the corps, the 
army of General Burgoyne is most afraid of" He 
neglected to inform the Commander in Chief of his 
subsequent successes over the enemy. 

When the intelligence of the surrender of the British 
army reached head quarters, the Commander in Chief 
despatched Colonel Hamilton, one of his aids, id Gene- 
eral Gates, to state his own critical situation, ai.d make 
known his earnest wishes, that reinforcements should 
be forwarded to him with the utmost expedition. Colo- 
Bel Hamilton found that General Gat^s had retained 
fy^ Brigades at Albany with a design to attack Ticon- 
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dero^a in the course of the next winter. With difiBculty 
uk) delay he obtained an order to move three Brigades. 

Colonel Hamilton was also charged with a similar 
message to General Putnam in the High Lands, and 
directed to accelerate the movement of reinforcements 
from that post. But General Putnam in view of an 
attempt upon New- York discovered a disposition to 
retain under his command that portion of the northern 
army wh ich had been sent to the High Lands. Colonel 
Hamilton was obliged to borrow money of General 
Clinton, Govemour of the state of New- York, to fit 
the troops of General Putnam to bc^in their march. 
These obstructions and delays in the execution of 
General Washington's orders, prevented his being 
reinforced in season to attack Lord Cornwallis, while 
in New-Jersey, and probably occasioned the loss of 
Fort Mifflin and Red Bank. 

The different termination of {he campaigns of 1777 
at the North, and in the Middle states, furnished the . 
ignorant and factious part of the community with an 
opportunity to clamour against the Commander in 
Chief. Their murmurs emboldened several members • 
of Congress, and individual gentlemen in different 
parts of the United States, to adopt measures to sup- 
plant General Washington, and to raise General 
Gates to the supreme command of the American ar- 
mies. 

In the prosecution of this scheme, pieces artfully 
written, were published in Newspapers in different 
places, tending to lessen the military character of Ge- 
neral Washington, and to prepare the publick for the 
contemplated change in the head of the military de- 
partment. Generals Gates and Mifflin, and Brigadier 
Conway, entered into the intrigue. Conway was an 
Irishman, who had been in the service of France, and . 
on the recommendation of Mr. Silas Deane was com- 
missioned by Congress. The influence of the party 
in Congress opposed to General Washihgton, appears 
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by a nnmbeT of the publick transactions of that body 
A board of war was instituted and General Gates 
placed at its head, Conway was raised over every other 
Brigadier, and appointed inspector of the army. 

These machinations to tarnish the character of the 
Commander in Chief were known to him, but he si> 
lently noticed their operation. The good of his coun- 
try was with him paramount to all other considera- 
•tions, and he stifled his just indignation and left bin 
reputation to rest on his own merits, lest the open di^ 
■ension of the civil and military ministers of the revo 
lution should endanger the publick interest. 

At length, the presumption of his enemies, forced 
him into an expression of his feelings on the subject. 
The following correspondences give a general view 
of the progress of their measures Mr. Lawrens, 
President of Congress, in a private letter communi- 
cated to the General information of an anonymous 
complaint laid before him, in his official capacity, con- 
taining high charges against General Washington, to 
which he repfied : 

** I cannot sufficiently express the obligation I feel 
towards you, (bt your friendship and politeness upon 
an occasion in which I am so deeply interested. I was 
not unapprized that a malignant faction had been for 
•ome time fbrming, to my prejudice, which, conscious 
as I am of having ever done all in my power to an- 
swer the important purposes of the trust repos xl m 
me, could not but give me some pain on a personal ac- 
count ; but my chief concern arises from an appre- 
hension of the dangerous consequences, which intes- 
tine dissensions may produce to the common cause. 

" As I have no other view than to promote the pub- 
Hck good, and am unaibbitious of honours not founded 
on the approbation of my country, I would not desire 
in the least degree (o suppress a free spirit of inquiry 
into any part of my conduct, that even faction itselif 
may deem reprehensible. The anonjnoious papei 
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handed you. exhibits many serions charges, and it is 
mv wisQ that it may bo submitted to Congress. This 
I am more inclined to, as the suppression, or conceal- 
ment, may possibly involye you in embarrassments 
hereafter, since it is uncertain how many, or who, 
may be privy to the contents. • 

'< My enemies take an ungenerous adirantage of me. 
They know the delicacy of my situation, and that mo- 
tives of policy deprive me of the defence I might 
otherwise make against their insidious attacks. They 
know I cannot combat their insinuations, however in- 
jurious, without disclosing secrets, it is of the utmost 
moment to conceal. But why should I expect to be 
exempt from censure, the unfailing lot of an elevated 
station ? Merit and talents, which I cannot pretend to 
rival, have ever been subject to it. My heart tells me 
it has been my unremitted aim to do the best, which 
circumstances would permit; yet I may have been 
very often mistaken in my judgment of the means, 
and may, in many instances, deserve the imputation 
of crrour." 

To a friend in New-England, who expressed by let- 
ter his anxiety in consequence of a report that he yrmt 
about to resign his commission, he wrote : 

" I can assure you that no person ever heard me 
drop an expression that had a tendency to resignation. 
The same principles that led me to embark in the op- 
position to the arbitrary claims of Great Britain, ope- 
rate with additional force at this day ; nor is it my de- 
sire to withdraw my services while they are consider- 
ed of importance in the present contest ; but to report 
a design of this kind, is among the arts, which those 
who are endeavouring to effect a change^ are prac- 
tising to bring it to pass. I have said, and I still do 
say, that there is not an officer in the service of the 
United States, that would return to the sweets of qo* 
mostick life with more heartfelt joy than I should. 
But 1 would h***"© ♦his declaration accompanied bv 
13» 
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these ■entiments, that while the publick are satisfied 
with my endeavours, I mean not to shrirJi from the 
cause : but the moment her voice, not that of faction, 
calls upon me to resign, I shall do it with as much 
pleasure as ever the wearied traveHer retired to rest/* 

His friend Mr. Patritk Henry, then Govornour of 
Virginia, informed him of the intrigues that were go- 
iAg on in his native state. To which he replied : 

" The anonymous letter with which you were 
pleased to favour me, wa^ written by •"""•»■•■'" bo far as 
I can judge from the similitude of h&nds. 

" My caution to avoid any thing that could injure 
the service, prevented me from communicating, ex- 
cept to a very few of my friends, the intrigues of a 
faction which I knew was formed against me, since it 
might serve to publish our internal dissensions, but 
their own restless zeal to advance their views has too 
clearly betrayed them, and made concealment on my 
part fruitless. I cannot precisely mark the extent of 
their views, but it appeared m general, that General 
Gates was to be exidted on the ruin of my reputation 
ttid influence. This I am authorized to say from un- 
deniable facts in my possession, from publications the 
evident scope of which could not be mistaken, and from 
private detractions industriously circulated. * *'"""" '"' " ', 
it is commonly supposed, bore the second part in the 
cabal ; and General Conway, I know, was a very active 
and malignant partisan ; but I have good reason to be> 
Have that their machinations have recoiled most senn- 
l>ly upon themselves." 

General Gates learning that a passage in a letter 
from Brigadier Conway to him had been communi- 
cated to the Commander in Chief, wrote the follow- 
ing letter, as extraordinary for the manner of its con- 
veyance, as for the matter it contains. 

** I shall not attempt to describe, what, as a private 
^(entlemaxii I cannot he^ ^'- in^ 'm representing to 
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my min'd, tHe diiidgreeablo situation, which confidential 
ktterfl, when exposed to publick inspection, may place 
aii UnMaspecting correspondent in ; but, as a publick 
officer, I conjure your Excellency to give me all the 
'hBSistknce you can, in tracing out the author of the in- 
fiBelity, which put extracts from General Conway's 
Ibtters to ihe into your hands. Those letters have 
been 'steal ingly copied ; but which of them, when, or 
by whom, is to me as yet an unfathomable secret. 

*^ There is hot one officer in my suite, or among 
those Who have a free access to me, upon whom I 
could with the least justification to myself, fix the sus- 
picion ; and yet my uneasiness may deprive me of the 
usefulness of the worthiest men. It is, I believe, in 
your Excellency's power to do me, and the United 
States, a very important service, by detecting a wretch 
Who may betray me, and capitally injure the very ope- 
rations under your immediate direction. For this 
rfeasbn, sir, I beg your Excellency would favour me 
with the proofs you can procure to that effect. But 
the crime being eventually so import/int, that the 
least loss of time may be attended with the worst con- 
ireq^iehces ; and it being unknown to me whether the 
letter came to you from a member of Congress, or 
from an officer, I shall have the honour of transmit- 
ting a copy of this to the President, that Congress 
may, in concert with your Excellency, obtain, as soon 
as possible, a discovery which so deeply affects the 
safety of the States. Crimes of that magnitude ought 
not to remain unpunished." 

To whicli the General with dignity replied. 

" Your letter of the 18th ultimo, came to my hands 
a few days ago, and to my great surpiise informed nie, 
that a copy of it had been sent to Congress, for what 
reason, I find myself unable to account ; but as some 
end doubtless was intended to be answered by it, I am 
laid under the disagreeable necessity of returning my 
ftnswer through the same channel, lest any member of 
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thai honourable body should harbour an unfavourable 
«ust)icion of my having practised some indirect means 
CO come at the contents of the confidential letters be- 
tween you and General Conway. 

" I am to inform you then, that ■""""""■, on his 
way to Congress, in the month of October las*;, fell ia 
with Lord Sterling at Reading ; and, not in confidence 
that I ever understood, informed his Aid de camp, 
Major M Williams, that General Conway had written 
thus to you, ' Heaven has been determined to save your 
country, or a weak General and bad Counsellors would 
have ruined it/ Lord Sterling, from motives of friend- 
ship, transmitted the account with this remark. ' The 
enclosed was communicated by •**»**•» to Major 
M 'Williams ; such wicked duplicity of conduct, I shaO 
always think it my duty to detect." 

" In consequence of thip information, and without 
having any thing more in view, than merely to show 
that gentleman that I was not unapprised of his in- 
triguing disposition,! wrote him a letter in these words. 

" Sir, a letter which I received last night, contained 
the following paragraph. 

"In a letter from General Conway to General 
Gates, he says, * heaven has been determined to save 
your country ; or a weak General and bad Counsel- 
lors would have ruined it ; I am, sir, Su^.* 

" Neither the letter, nor the information which oc- 
casioned it, was ever direetly, or indirectly, communi- 
cated by me to a single officer in this army (out of my 
own family) excepting the Marquis de la Fayette, who 
having been spoken to on the subject, by General 
Conway, applied for, and saw, under injunctions of se- 
crecy, the letter which contained this information ; so 
desirous was I of concealing every matter that could, 
in its consequences, give the smallest interruption to 
t!ie tranquillity of this army, or afford a gleam of 
hope to the enemy by dissensions therein. 

'' Thus, sir, with an openness and candour, which I 
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hope will ever characterize and mark my conducty 
have I complied with yoar request. 

*' The only concern X feel upon the occasion, finding 
how matters stand, is, that, in doing this, I have neces- 
sarily been obliged to name a gentleman, who, I am 
persuaded, (although I never exchanged a word with 
him upon the subject) thought he was rather doing an 
act of justice, than committing an act of infidelity ; and 
sure 1 am, tiAat until Lord Sterling's letter came to my 
hands, I never knew that General Conway, (whom I 
viewed in the light of a stranger to you) was a corre- 
spondent of yours, much less did I suspect that 1 was 
the subject of your confidential letters. Pardon me 
then for adding, that, so far from conceiving that the 
safety of the States can be affected, or in the smallest 
degree injured, by a discovery of this kind, or that I 
should be callod upon in such solemn terms to point 
out the author, that I considered the information as 
coining from yourself, and given with a friendly view 
to forewarn and consequently forearm me, against a se 
cret enemy, or in other words, a dangerous incendiary, 
in which character, sooner or later, this country will 
know General Conway. But, in this, as well as other 
matters of late, I have found myself mistaken." 

In the active period of the last campaign, the Penn 
srylvanians had been deficient in the support given to 
General Washington, yet sore at the loss of their 
eapital, and at the depredation of the enemy in their 
towns, they murmured that he had not defended them 
against Sir William Howe, altliough his force was 
greatly inferiour to that of the enemy. General Mif- 
flin was then a member of the Legislature of that 
State. This Legislat;ire being informed that the 
American army was moving into winter quarters, pre- 
sented a remonstrance to Congress against the mea- 
sure, in which unequivocal complaints were contained 
against the Commander in Chief. This remonstrance 
was presented at the very time the discover f wu 
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made, that the last rations in the Commissary's utoret 
were istued to the soldier^'. General Washikoton 
expressed the feelingrs of his patriotick and noble mind 
on this complaint, in a letter addressed to the President 
of Congress, and written in langua|re which he used on 
no other occasion. 

" Full as I was in my representations of the matters 
in the Commissary's department yesterday, fresh and 
more powerful reasons oblige me to add, that I am 
now convinced beyond a doubt, that unless some great 
and capital change suddenly takes place in that line, 
this army must inevitably be reduced to one or other 
of these three things, to starve, dissolve, or disperse 
in order to obtain subsistence. Rest assured, sir, that 
this is not an exaggerated picture, and that I have 
abundant reason to suppose what I say. 

" Saturday afternoon, receiving information that the 
enemy, in force, had left the city and were advancing 
towards Derby with apparent design to forage, and 
draw subsistence from that part of the country, I or- 
dered the troops to be in readiness that I might give 
every opposition in my power; when, to my great 
mortification, I was not only informed, but convinced, 
that the men were unable to stir on account of a want 
of provisions ; and that a dangerous mutiny, begun the 
night before, and which witli difficulty was suppressed 
by the spirited exertions of Pome officers, was still 
much to be apprehended from the want of this article. 

" This brought forth the only comminsary in the 
purchasing line in this camp, and with hun, this me- 
lancholy and alarming truth, that he had not a single 
hoof of any kind to slaughter, and not more than 
twenty-five barrels of flour ! From hence, form an 
opinion of our skuatioa, when I add, that he could not 
tell when to expect pjiy. 

** All 1 could do under these circumstances, was to 
send out a few light parties to watch and harass the 
tiiemy, whilbt other parties were instantly detached 
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different ways to collect, if possible, &s much prof irion 
■8 would satisfy the present pressing wants of the sol- 
diery ; but ^ill this answer ? No, sir, three or tour 
days of bad weather would prove our destruction 
What then is to become of the army this winter .'' And 
if we are now as often without provisions as with 
them, what is to become of us in the spring, when our 
force will be collected with the aid, perhaps of militia, 
to take advantage of an early campaign before the 
enemy can be reinforced ?— These are considerations 
of great magnitude, meriting the closest attention, 
and will, when my own reputation is so mtimately 
connected with, and to be affected by the event, justify 
my saying, that the present commissaries are by no 
means equal to the execution of their office, or that 
the disaffection of the people is past all belief. The 
misfortune, however, does in my opinion, proceed from 
both causes, and though I have been tender heretofore 
of giving any opinion, or of lodging complaints, as the 
change in that department took place contrary to my 
judgment, and the consequences thereof were predict- 
ed ; yet finding that the inactivity of the army, whe- 
ther for want of provisions, clothes, or other essentials, 
is charged to my account, not only by the common 
vulgar, but by those in power, it is time to speak plain, 
sn exculpation of myself With truth then I can de- 
clare, that no man, in my opinion, ever had his mea- 
sures more impeded than I have, by every department 
of the army. Since the mouth of July, we have had 
no assistance'from the Quarter Master General ; and 
to want of assistance from this department, the Com- 
missary General charges great part of his deficiency. 
To this I am to add, that notwithstanding it is a 
standing order (and often repeated) that the troops 
shall always have two days' provision by them, 
that they might be ready at any sudden call ; yet 
scarcely any opportunity has ever offered of taking 
advantage of the enemy, that has not been either to* 
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tAlly ohftructody or greatly impeded on this account: 
and this, the great and crying evil, is not all ; soap, 
vinegar, and other articles allowed by Congress, we 
see none ot, nor have we seen them, 1 believe, since 
the brittle of Brandy wine. The first, indeed, we have 
now little occasion for^ few men having more than 
one shirt, many only the moiety of one, and some 
none at all. In addition to which, as a proof of the 
little benefit from a Clothier General, and, at the same 
time, as a further proof of the inability of an army 
under the circumstances of this, to perform the com- 
mon duties of soldiers (besides a number of men con- 
fined to hospitals for want of shoes, and others in 
farmers* houses on the same account) we have, by a 
field return this day made, no less than two thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-eight men, now in camp, un- 
fit for duty, because they are barefoot, and otherwise 
naked. By the same return, it appears, thut our whole 
strength in continental troops (including the eastern 
brigades which have joined us f>ince the surrender of 
General Burgoyne) exclusive of the Maryland troops 
sent to Wilmington, amounts to no more than eight 
thousand two hundred in camp, fit for duty ; notwith- 
standing which, and that since the fourth instant, our 
number fit for duty, from the hardships and exposures 
thoy have undergone, particularly from the want of 
blankets, have decreased near two thousand men, we 
find, gentlemen, without knowing whether the f vmy 
was really going into winter quarters or not, (for I am 
sure no resolution of mine would warrant the r'^moii- 
strance) reprobating the measure as much as if they 
thought the soldiers were made of stocks, or stoneVi 
and equally insensible of frost and snow ; and more- 
over, as if they conceived it easily practicable for aQ 
inferiour arn*y, under the disadvantages I have de- 
scribed ours to be, which is by no meauA exaggerated, 
to confine a superiour one, in all respects well ap* 
pointed, and provided for a winter *8 campaign, within 
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the eitjr ci Philadelphia, and to co^er from depreda 
tion and waste, the states of Pennsylvania, Jersey, &e. 
B«t srhat makes this matter still more extraordinary 
ia my eyes is, that these very jj^entleroen, who were 
well i^rized of the nakedness of the troops, from 
Molar demonstration, who thought their own soldiers 
worse dad than ours, and advised me, near a month 
age, to postpone the execution of a plan I was about 
to aidopty in consequence of a resolve of Congress, for 
■aniiig clothes, under strong assurances, that an ample 
•upply would be collected in ten days, agreeably to a 
decree of the state, not one article of which, bye the 
bye, is yet come to hand, should think a winter's cam- 
paign, and the covering these states from the invasion 
of an enemy, so easy and practicable a business. I 
can assure those gentlemen, that it is a much easier 
and lees distressing thing to draw remonstrances in a 
eomfortable room, by a good fire side, than to occupy 
a eold bleak hill, and sleep under frost and snow 
without clothes or blankets : however, although they 
seem to have little feeling for the naked and distressed 
soldiers, I feel superabundantly for them, and f^om my 
aoul, pity those miseries which it is not In my poH )r 
either to relieve or to prevent." 

AU these efforts to displace the Commander in Chief 
were unwailing, and served only to expose their au- 
thors to the resentment of the community. He was 
too well established in the confidence of the army, and 
of the great body of the nation, to be moved firom his 
elevated, but arduous trust. Even the victorious 
troops, which served under General Gates, indignantly 
noticed the attempt to raise him to the place of their 
beloved General. The resentment of the main army . 
against those, who were known to be the active ene- 
mies of General Washirotor, was so great, that none 
of them dared appear in camp : Generd Conway 
found it necessary to resign his commission. Ho 
afterwards fought a duel with General Cadwallader, 

Vol. I. 14 
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and thinking himself to be mortally wounded wrote 
General Washington the following letter. 

'' I find myself just able to hold the pen daring a fbw 
minutes, and take this opportunity to express my sin* 
cere grief for having done, written, or said, any thing 
disagreeable to your Excellency. My career will soon 
be over ; therefore, justice and truth prompt me to de- 
clare my last sentiments. Tou are, in my eyes, the 
great and good man. May you long enjoy the love, 
veneration, and esteem of these states, wLose liberties 
you have asserted by your virtues." 

1778. The sufferings of the army during this winter 
for provision and clothing were extreme.— The depart- 
ments of the Commissary General and Quarter Master 
General were not yet well arranged. The deprecia- 
tion of the paper currency embarrassed all purchases, 
and this embarrassment was increased by the injudi- 
cious attempt to regulate by law the prices of articles 
of consumption and traffick. The enemy possessed a 
number of the trading towns of the United States, and 
the commerce of thx others was interrupted by their 
ships of war. These causes combined, produced a 
famine m camp, and rendered a great part of the 
army incapable of service for the want of clothing. Al- 
though the Commander in Chief applied all the means 
in his power to remedy these evils, yet from them, ho 
apprehended the dissolution of the army In Decem- 
ber he issued a proclamation, calling upon all the far« 
ners within seventy miles of Head Quarters, to thresh 
out one half of their grain by the lot of February ; and 
the other half by the Ist of March, on penalty of hav 
ing it all seized as straw. Detachments were also 
• iont out to collect all animals fit for slaughter, leaving 
only a competence for the use of the inhabitants. But 
notwithstanding all this vigilance and exertion, tho 
supplies were inadequate. £ar1y in February, tho 
country in the neighbourhood of camp became exhaust- 
ed, and the Commissaries communicated to the Gene- 
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ral, tliat it would be impossible for them to supply the 
army beyond the first of March. General Washing- 
ton looked towards New-England as the only effectual 
source of necessary supplies. He accordingly address- 
ed letters to the EjcecTitives of these states, painting 
in glowing colours, the condition of the army, and 
urging these constituted authorities, by every motive 
of patriotism and honour, to forward provisions to his 
camp. These applications were ultimately successful ; 
but before relief in this wpy could be. afforded, the 
scarcity vras so great, as to threaten the total destruc 
lion of the ai my. The soldiers were at times without 
meat, for two, three, and in one instance, for five days 

The distress of the army for the want of clothing 
was almost as great as that for want of provisions. 
Of more than seventeen thousand men in camp, the 
effectives amonnted to only five thousand and twelve. 
in February, three thousand nine hundred and eighty- 
nine were unfit for duty by nakedness. The uisulfi- 
ciency of the clothes of those, who were called effec- 
tives, exposed ^hem to colds and other consequent in- 
dispositions, and the hospitals were filled with the 
■ick. 

General Washington happily possessed those com- 
manding and conciliatory talents, which strongly at- 
tached the soldiery to his person, and by the influence 
of his character he stifled every appearance of mu- 
tiny. In general orders he soothed the minds of hit 
troops, and in their imaginations lessened those evils, 
which in his addresses to Congress and to the State 
Governments, he was labouring to remove. Very few 
of tlie native Americans deserted from the army during 
this winter ; but many of the foreigners lefl thoi| 
standards, and some of them fled with their arms to 
the British camp. 

Had Sir William Howe marched out of his winter 
quarters and assaulted the American camp, the want 
of provision and clothing would have compelled the 
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•rmjr, without Mrious eontration, to diipene. Bat 
that cantioui commander was restrained from ihm 
dnterpriae, from a regard to the health ai»d lafety of 
his own troops. Perhaps he did not fidly know ihm 
condition of the American soldiery. 

While General WASHiiroToir was actiTcly employ 
ed in supplying his troops, his mind was deeply e»> 
giged on a plan to recruit the army for the approtchr 
ing campaign. 

From jealousy of a standing trmyi or in the pro^ 
pect of redress of grierances by the British gtawmk* 
ment, Congress depending on annual enlistments, and 
on the aid of the militia, had neglected to-enlist me» 
for the war, until the depreciation of the paper ear- 
rency, the hardships and prirations of the soldiers, and 
the hi^h bounty p** '\d for short periodsof service, rendef* 
ed the measure h practicable. General Washvgtmi 
importuned Con| ess and the goTemmente of tha 
resfiectiTe States, not to rely on foreign aid, b«t d^ 
pending on the strength and resources of the coontry, 
to make the necessary exertions seasonably to meet 
the operations of the British General. 

He gave an exact account to each State of its troops 
on the continental establishment, and urged them 
respectively to supply their deficiency. 

The serious difficulties respecting jhe anny induced 
Congress to depute a Committee of their own body to 
the camp, to consult with the General, and report to 
tliero such plans as tlie publick interest required. Thii 
committee repaired to Head Quarters in January. TIm 
General, having taken the advice of his officers, pre* 
sented to them a memorial stating the difficulties that 
uistod in the army, and pointing out the remedies. 
In these remedies was included that honourable pro* 
vbion for officers, which wouM make their commis- 
sions valuable, and secure the prompt execution of 
duty, through fear of censure, and from an ap 
sion of the loss of employment . 
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• The repreaentations of General 'Washinotoh pro 
daced, in a good degree, their effect. The division of 
power in the subordinate departments of the army 
which had destroyed all responsibility, and created 
endless confusion, was removed. General Green waa 
appointed Quarter Master General, and Colonel 
Wadsworth Commissary GenoraL These officers had 
a controlling power over their deputies, and under 
their management these departments were greatly im- 
proved. The movements of the army were from tliis 
period made with facility, and the soldiers never after 
wards suffered privations like those of this winter. 
■ 7'he alliance of France with America, and the sub 
sequent co-operation of that power with the United 
Status, rendered Philadelphia a dangerous post f»r the 
British. Before the campaign opened, Sir William 
Howo resigned the command of the British 
May 20. array, and Sir Henry Clinton with his com- 
mission as Commander in Chief, received or- 
. ders to evacuate that city. General Washington early 
penetrated this intention, and made his arrangements 
to meet it. He was uncertain whether the evacuation 
would be made by water, or v*hether Sir Henry would 
march his army through Jersey to New- York. As 
circumstances strengthened the probability that the 
British commander would attempt a passage through 
New- Jersey, General Washington detached General 
Maxwell with the Jersey brigade over the Delaware, 
to take post on Mount Holly, and with the assistance 
of the Jersey mihtia, to obstruct the progress of .he 
enemy. He was directed to fell trees, to break up 
' bridges, and to hang upon the flanks of the Britisj 
army. 

When It was fully ascertained that sir 

JoNi 17. Henry Clinton wai» crossing the Delaware, 

General Washington required the opinion 

of his officers respecting measures proper to V»e pur- 

■uod. General Lee, who, having been eiehanged, 

14 • 



168 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. n^Ta 

bmd now joined the annj, was decidedly against a ge« 
nerai action, and he discountenanced even a partial at* 
tack, on the supposition that it would probably bring 
on a general engagement. In this opinion, the officers 
almost unanimously concurred. Of seTenteen QensH* 
raU, who composed the military Council, on this occa« 
sion. General Wayne and General Cadwallader only 
were decidedly in favour of an engagement. Genend 
Green gave it as his opinion that the country should 
be defended, and that if this led to an engagement, he 
would not shun it. 

Although many of their stores were taken down the 
river in the shipping, yet the British army was encum- 
bered with an immense quantity of baggage ; and theif 
line of march extended twelve miles. The weather 
being intensely hot, their movements were very slow ; 
in seven days, they marched only forty miles. On 
the 24th, General Clinton reached AUenton, and it 
wss yet uncertain whether he would take the road to 
Amboy, or to Sandy Hook. General Washirgtoh 
therefore kept upon the High Lands of New-Jersey, 
above the onemy. In this situation, he had it in his 
power to fight or not, as circumstances should dictate. 
By the slow movement of the %nemy, he was inclined 
to think that Sir Henry wished for an engagement 
C/olonel Morgan, with his regiment consisting of six 
Dundred men, was detached to gain the right flank of 
the enemy, and ordered to annoy him in every possi- 
ble way. General Cadwallader, with Jackson*s regi- 
ment, and a small corps of militia, was ordered to 
harass his rear. 

The British army at this time was calculated at len 
thousand men, and the American army consisted of 
between ten and eleven thousand. Although the late 
Council decided by a large majority against a general 
engagement, yet General Washington inclined to 
the n.oafrure- He again summoned his officers, and 
took their opinion, " whether it was adviseable to i 
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« guneral action ? If adyiaeaUe, is it best to attack 
with the whole army, to bring on a general engage 
Biotst by a partial attack, or to take a position that 
itfiall oblige the enemy to make an assault upon us V* 
The Council again determined againrt a general en 
gagement ; but advised to strengthen the detachments 
d« the wings of the enemy. General Scott was, in 
Miiseipience, detached with fifteen hundred men to 
tiiis serTice. 

Having a force rather superiour to the British, Ge- 
neral Washinotok conceived that the favourable op« 
port unity to attack tlie enemy « ought not to be lost, 
and on his own responsibility, resolved to hazard a 
general engagement. 

Having learned that Sir Henry Clinton 
JtfNE 30. was moving towards Monmouth Court House^ 
he detached Brigadier Wayne with a thou- 
Mnd men to reinforce the troops in advance. He offer- 
ed the command of the whole force in front to Gene* 
ral Lee ; but ho, being opposed even to partial actions 
with the onemy, decNned the service. The Marquis 
La Fayette joyfully accepted the command, which his 
Mnior Major General had declined. The orders given 
to the Marquis were similar to those which had before 
been given to the officers on the lines, to gain the real 
and right flank of the enemy, and give him all possi- 
ble annoyance. The Commander in Chief put the 
main army in motion, that he might be in a situation 
lo support his parties in advance. By these mo*^e« 
ments General Lea perceived that more importance 
than he had imagined was given to the division in 
front, and he now importunately requested the com- 
mand, which before he had declined. To gratify him 
without mortifying the Marquis, he was detached with 
twe additional brigades to act in tront, and the com- 
mand of the whole, consisting of five thousand men, 
of oourso devolved on him. He was ordered to kaep 
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nu dataehmenU constantly on their arms and erer m 
a situation to attack. 

Sir Henry Clinton perceiTing the approach of a 
powerful force, changed the position of his army, and 
placed his host troops in the rear. On the 87th, he 
encamped in a secure manner on the heignts about 
Monmouth Court House. He could not be attacked 
in this position with the probability of success, and 
he was within twelve miles of strong ground, where 
he could not be assailed. General Washington tliere* 
fore resolved to attack him as soon as he should move 
from his present encampment. 

About five in the morning, the Command- 
JuNE 28. er in Chief was informed that the front of 
the British army was in motion ' he imme- 
diately despatched an Aid de Camp to Gnneral Lee 
with orders to move on and attack the rear of the ene- 
my, *' unless there should be powerful reasons to the 
contrary," assuring him that the main body should 
seasonably move to support him. 

From the movements of the American army, Sir 
Honry expected an attack. Early on the morning of 
the ^th, General Knypbausen marched with all the 
baggage of the British army. The grenadiers, light 
inlantry, and chasseurs, unencumbered, remained on 
the ground under the command of Lord Comwallls, 
and with this division was Sir Henry. 

Hav'ng allowed time for General Knyphausen to 
move out of his way. Lord Comwallls about eight 
u'uU>ck took up his line of march, and descended from 
the heights of Freehold into a plain of about three miles 
extent. General Lee made his disposition to execute 
fhe orders of the Commander in Chief. Passing the 
heights of Freehold, he enlercd the plain, and ordered 
General Wayne to attack the rear of the covering 
partv of the enemy in such a manner as to halt them ; 
while he himself by a shortex road should gain their 



177E] LIFB OF WA8HINQTOII. 166 

ftoiU, Willi tiM dengB to out them off from the maiA 
body cf tkeir army. 

In the raeui time General Clinton perceiving that 
atrong ookmiaB of Americans were hanging upon both 
hie flanke, maA iiippoailig that their object waa to at- 
tack hia baggage now passing through defiles, resolved 
to hah Lord Oornwallis's division and attack the Ame* 
rieans in bis rear, with the expectation, that General 
Washington by this manoeuvre would be induced to 
teeatt his cMtachmenti in advaace. This movement 
was Buide at the moment Lee was reconnoitring their 
etfrering party. He fbund tlus corps much stronger 
than he had supposed it to be, and the ground he 
tiMMigfat an&voarabla for an attack. In his rear was 
a morass which oouM be passed only by a neck of 
haid land, which rendered it difficult for reinforce* 
wauktM to reach him, and would impede his retreat 
should he be repulsed. He was finally induced by a 
movemoat of General, Scott, to erosa tho ravine and 
regaia the heights of Freehold. 

During t hese manoBuvras, sofne skirmishing took 
pkoo. As soon as General Washimi3ton heard the 
firing, he directed the troops under his immediate 
•ommand, to throw c^ their packs and march rapidly 
to the snpport of the division in front. General Lee 
gave no information of his retrograde man<Buvre to 
the Commander in Chief As General Washington 
was approaching tho scene of action in advance of bis 
troops, he met, to his surprise and mortification, the 
oorpe of General Lee retreating before the enemy, 
without having made anv serious efibrts to maintain 
their ground. He found General Lee in the rear of 
his division, whom he addressed with warmth, and in 
kftgiwge disapproving his retreat. He immediately 
erdersd two regiments to form on ground favourable 
to check the advancing enemy. He asked General 
Lea, will you command on this ground ? Consenting, 
he was or^red to arrange the remainder of his division 
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and to take measures to stop the advance of the Bri- 
tish. ** 7 oar orders," Lee replied, " shall he obeyed, 
and I will not be the first to leave the field." The 
Commander in Chief returned to the main body and 
formed it for action. The division of Lee now bravel/ 
sustained a severe conflict with the van of the British, 
and when forced from the ground, Lee brought his 
troops off in order, and formed them in rear of JSng* 
lish Town. 

The check the enemy received, enabled General 
Washisoton to form the left wing and second line of 
the army on an eminence. ' Lord Sterling, who com- 
manded this wing, planted a battery of cannon and 
played with effect upon the British column, which had 
passed the morass and was pressing on to charge the 
Americans. At the same timo a body of in&ntry was 
brought into action. The advance of the enemy was 
by these measures stopped. 

General Green, who on this day commanded the 
right wing of the American army, had left the direct 
road near English Town and moved upon the right, 
as a security U» this flank of the army, and had rather 
passed the ground on wliich the action began. Learn- 
mg the situation of General WASHiNGTO]«,he brought 
up his division, and took an advantageous position on 
the right. 

The enemy now attempted to turn the left flank of 
the Americans, but were repulsed by parties of infan- 
try. They then assailed the right wing, and here *oo 
they failed. General Green had posted a body cf 
troops with artillery on commanding ground in lus 
front, which severely galled the enemy. At this pe- 
riod General "Wayne advanced with a strong corps of 
infantry, and in a close and well directed fire attacked 
them in firont. They gave way and fell behind the 
ravine to the ground, on which the Commander in 
Chief met General Lee in the morning. On this 
ground the British formed in a strong position. Both 
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Aoiks were covered by woode and moraasos, and their 
firont could be attacked caly through a narrow pasa. 

General Washington, even under these circum- 
■lances, determined to renew the engagement. In 
partuance of this resolution, he ordered Brigadier 
Poor to gain the right flank of the British, and Briga- 
dier Woodford their left. The artillery was directed 
to play upon them in front. Before these orders could 
be effectually carried into execution, the day was fully 
■pent. The General therefore determined to defer 
the attack nntil the next morning. He ordered the 
troops to retain their respective positions, and to lay 
on their arms. The General in the course of the day 
had shunned no danger, and he slept in his cloak 
aipidst his soldiers on the field of battle. 

At midnight, the British moved off their ground 
with such silence, that General Poor although very 
near did not perceive it. General Washington knew 
that the British army would reach high and unassaila- 
ble ground before he could come up with them, and 
therefore discontinued the pursuit. He despatched 
■mall parties of light troops to protect the country 
from depredation and to encourage desertion. The 
main body of his army he marched to cover the im- 
portant passes in the high lands on the Hudson. 

General Washington was satisfied with the be- 
haviour of his army on this day. In his ofiicial com- 
munication to Congress he mentioned that after the 
troops had recovered from the surprise of the unex< 
peoted retreat of the morning, their conduct could nol 
have been surpassed. General Wayne was noticed 
with ;ipreat eommendation, and the artillery corps was 
■aid to have highly distinguished itself. 

In the battle of Monmouth, eight officers and 
■ixty-one privates of the Americans were killed ; and 
■bout one hundred and sixty wounded. Among the 
killed were Lieutenant Colonel Bonner of Pennsylva- 
nia and Major Dickinson of Virginia, officers of meritp 
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whose fiill WHS much lamented. The A L^'.erf.eans hfOh 
ried about three hundred of the British, who had been 
found on the field ^ although Sir Henry Clinton, in bis 
official letter, stated his loss in killed and missing at 
ibur officers and one hundred and eighty-four priTate», 
and his wounded at sixteen officers and one hundred 
and fifty-four privates. Among the slain was the 
Honourable Colonel Monckton, an officer of celebrity. 
The day had been excessively hot, and nombers, bodi 
British and Americans, were found among the dead 
without wounds, who had fallen victims to the heat. 

The Americans made about a hundred prisoneni 
and nearly a thousend privates, mcstiy G^ermans, de- 
serted the British standard, on the march through 
New-Jfi»*iey. 

Congress highly approved of the oondnet of the 
Commander in Chief in bringing on the action of th« 
88th, and was gratified with its issue. In a resohitioB 
which passed that body unanimously, their thanks were 
given to General Washivotoii " for the activity with 
which he moved from the ca<np at Valley Forge, in 
pursuit of the enemy ; for his distinguished exertions 
in forming the line of battle ; and for his great, good 
ooriduct in the action." He was requested " to sig* 
nify the thanks of Congress to the officers and men 
under his command, who distinguished themselves by 
their conduct and valour in the battle.*' 

Although the Commander in Chief disapproved of 
the retreat, yet eouM the proud spirit of General Leo 
have patiently borne what he considered as & reprhntnd 
rn the field of battle, it is probable that an explanation 
mutually satisfactory might have taken place. Ge- 
ncAal Washington continued him in coiiunand en 
the day of action, after his retreat, and discovered no 
disposition to take publick notice of it. But the irri* 
table and lofty spirit of Lee urged him to write the 
next day two offensive letters to Greneral WASHiiroToir, 
in which, assuminir the language of a superiour, h9 
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demanded satisfaction for the insult offered him on the 
field of battle. On deliberation, the Commander in 
Chief informed him " that he should have an opportu- 
nity to justify himself to the army, to America, and the 
World, or of convincing them that he had been guilty 
of breach of orders and misconduct before the enemy." 
General Lee, expressing his desire for a Court Martial 
in preference to a Court of Inquiry, was arcested upon 
the following charges, 

1. For disobedience of orders in not attacking the ene- 
my on the 28th of June agreeably to repeated in- 
structions. 
S For misbehaviour before the enemy on the same 
day, by making an unnecessary, disorderly, and 
shameful retreat. 
3. For disrespect to the Commander in Chief, in two 
letters. 

The high colouring of the second charge was in con- 
sequence of complaints entered by Generals Wayne 
and Scott, against General Lee, which on investiga- 
tion appeared to have been founded in their misappre- 
hending his movements. Lord Sterling presided at 
the court, which found him guilty of ail the charges, 
but softened the language of the second, and found 
him guilty of misbehaviour, by making an unnecessa- 
ry, and in some few instances, a disorderly retreat. 
The Court sentenced him to be suspended from his 
Command for one year. 

Congress, with some hesitation, almost unanimously 
Approved the sentence • 

The duspension of Gen'^ral Lee was highly satisfac- 
tory to the army. They keenly resented his abuse to 
the Commander in Chief, and his continuance in 3om- 
diission probably would have produced great incon- 
venience. 

Scarcely had Sir Henry Clinton reached New- York, 
when a French fleet appeared off the Chesapeak, un 
der the command of Count d'Estaing! He had been 
Vol. I. 15 
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eifhtj-wTen days in crowing the Atlantick. Had hii 
passage been an ordinary one, he would have found 
liord Howe in the Delaware, and the capture or do- 
struction of th« British fleet in that river, and proba- 
bly of the army in Philadelphia, must have boon the 
consequence. Count d'Estaing being disappointed at 
the Delaware, sailed along the coast to Sandy Hook. 
General Washington moved his army to the White 
Plains, that he might be in a situation to co-operate 
with the French Admiral against New-Tork. 

In the moan time. Sir Henry Clinton employed hif 
whole force to strengthen his lines. The French Ad- 
miral finding an attack upon New-Tork impracticable, 
a conjoint expedition was planned against Rhode- 
Island. 

At the critical moment when the success of the 
united action of the French and American army waf 
reduced to a moral certainty, Count d'Estaing sailed 
out of the harbour of Newport to fight Lord Howe 
Being overtaken by a violent storm, his fleet wai 
greatly damaged, and he thought it advisoable to repair 
to Boston harbour to refit. 

In conseqi cnce of the harbour of Newport being 
opened to the British, General Sullivan, the com- 
manding officer upon Rhode-Island, was compelled to 
retreat. He and his general officers had remonstrated 
against Count d'Estaing leavbg Newport, and in 
the moment of disappointment and irritation at the 
failure of the expedition. General Sullivan in or 
ders, used expressions which were construed into t 
severe reflection upon the French Admiral and other 
marine officers, and which they resented. 

General Washington, alarmed at the probable eon- 
pequences of a misunderstanding and jealousy between 
the French and Americans, so soon afler the alliance 
was formed, and in the vury commencement of their 
united operations, immediately adopted measures t9 
prevent them. In letters to Generals Heath and SnUi 
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▼an, he communicated the mode of conduct which ho 
wished migh< in this delicate transaction be pursued. 

To Heath, who commanded in Boston, he expressed 
his apprehension that resentment of the conduct of 
the Count might prevent the proper exertion to repair 
and victual the French fleet, and he urged Heath to 
eounteract such prejudices. 

** It will certainly be sound policy to combat the 
effects, and whatever private opinions may be enter- 
tained, to give the best construction of what has hap- 
pened to the publick ; and at the same time to 'exert 
ourselves to put the French fleet, as soon as possible, 
in a condition to defend itself, and be useful to us 
The dc parture of the fl'^et from Rhode-Island is not 
yet publickly announced here ; but when it is, I intend 
to ascribe it to necessity produced by the damage re- 
ceived in the late storm. This, it appears to me, is the 
idea which ought to be generally propagated. As I 
doubt not, the force of these reasons will strike you 
equally with myself, I would recommend to you to use 
your utmost influence to palliate and soflcn matters, 
and to induce those, whose business it is, to provide 
succours of every kind for the fleet, to employ their 
utmost zeal and activity in doing it. It is our duty to 
make the best of our misfortunes, and not sufl*er 
passion to interfere with our interest and the puhlick 
good." 

To General Sullivan he mentioned ** his apprehen- 
sion that should the expedition fail, in consequence of 
being abandoned by the French fleet, loud complairta 
might be made by the officers employed on it. Pra- 
dence,*' he said, " dictated the propriety of giving this 
affair the best appearance, and of attributing the 
withdrawing the fleet from Rhode-Island to aHsolute 
necessity. The reasons,** he added, " for this line of 
conduct, were too obvious to need explanation. Thai 
of most importance was, that their enemies, both ui 
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tecn^ ftiid extornal, would seize the first causp of dui 
gust between the allies, aud endeavour to convert it 
into a serious rupture." 

When the General received the resolution of Con- 
gross, directing him to take every measure in hif 
power to prevent the publication of the protest enter- 
ed into by General Sullivan and his officers, he com- 
municated the resolution and with it thp following 
letter., " The disagreement between the army undfj: 
your command, and the fleet, has given mt; very singu- 
lar uneasiness. The continent at large is concerneiA. 
in our cordiality, and it should be kept up by all pQssir 
ble means consistent with our honour and policy. 
First impressions, you know, «~e generally longest re«» 
tained, and will serre to fu> in a great degree, ouc 
national character with the French. In our conduct 
towards them, we should remember, that they are % 
people old in war, very strict in miUta,ry etiquette, and 
apt to take fire when others scarcely seem warmed. 
Permit me to recommend, in the most particular man- 
ner, the cultivation of harmony and good agreement, 
and your endeavours to destrc^ that ill humour which 
m^y have found its way among the officers. It is of 
the utmost importance too, that the soldiers and the 
people should know Rothjjig of this misunderstanding, 
or, if it has reached them, that means may be used to 
stop its progress and prevent its effijcts." 

In a correspondence with Count d'Estaing, Genera! 
Washington strove to soften his resentments, to sooth 
tho chagrin of disappointment, and to conciliate his 
good affections towards the United States. 

These prudent measures wsre attended with the 
most salutary effects. 

With the battle of Monmouth, active operations for 
the campaign closed iu the Middle Stt^tes. On the 
approach of winter, the Americi^n army went into 
x^uatters in thp neighbourhood of the ^iirh Lvi4|. 
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Being better clothed and fed than in tne precedinj; 
winter, their situation was greatly ameliorated, and 
their sufierings were comparatively nothing. 

At the close of the campaign of 1778, the local 
situation of the hostile armies did not greatly differ 
from that at *he commencement of the campaign of 
1770, except the possession of New-Tork by tht 
British. 

This fact is impressively stated by General Wash 
ivoTON, in a letter written to a friend. " It is not a 
little pleasing, nor less wonderful to contemplate, that 
ader two years inancBuvring, and undergoing the 
strangest vicissitudes, both armies are brought back to 
the very point they set out from, and the offending par- 
ty in the beginning is now reduced to the use of the 
picksjce and the spade for defence. The hand of pro- 
vidence has been so conspicuous in all this, that he 
must be worse than an^ infidel that lacks faith, and 
more than wicked that has not gratitude to acknow- 
lodge his obligations.*' 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Plan fonnad Ij Ooiwren and tlM Franeh MInittar for th* In wk» 
of <Janada and Noya-Seotia— CSenoral Washington*! objectioat 
to it— Tardinen of the United Sutei to prepare Tor the approach- 
ing Campaign— The exertiomi of the General— Hit Letter on tha 
State of the Nation— The Remonetrance of Officer! beloMinff to 
the New-Jerter Brinde— Lettera of the Commander in Chieron 
the Subject- iSxpedition M[*^">t ^-^ Indiane under General Sol* 
livan — ^He destrovi tlietr Towni — ^The American Army potted 
for tho Defence of the High Landi on the North River, and for 
the prottfction of tlio Country agauut the Incursiona of the Bri> 
tish—Sir Henry Clinton moveii uo the Hudion, takei PoMession 
of Stuny and Verplank Points, and fortifiei tliem — ^Arrangementi 
made for asiaiUtmg these Post*— General Wa^ne carries Stony 
Point by Storm— The Attack upon Verplank fails— Congress vote 
their thanks to General Washmgton and to the brave Troope 
employed in this service— They vote Genera! Wayne a Medal- 
Evils ef short Enlistments — Plan of the General's to remedy them 
—The Army in two divisions erect huts for Winter Cluartera,— 
Tho Troops suffer through the scarcity of Proviaione— Colonel 
Wadsworth resigns his Office — Confusion in the Commissary's 
Department — ^The Commander in Chief apportions supplies of 
Meat and Flour upon the Counties of New-Jertey— The Winter 
excessive ly cold, &nd the Waters around New-York froien over 
—Expedition to Suten Island fails. 

1779. The emancipation of Canada had oyer been 
an important object with Congress. By its incorpora- 
tion with the revolted colonies, the boundaries of the 
United States would be greatly enlarged, and the coun- 
try delivered from the destruction and terrour of war 
from the northern tribes of Indians. 

In the winter of 1777 — 8, an expedition for this pur- 
pose had been settled with the Marquis de la Fayette, 
and in its prosecution he repaired to Ticondero^. 
Wanting then the means to accomplish the design, it 
was relinquished. During the succeeding autumn the 
scheme was resumed under the auspices of the French 
Minister. The plan embraced the conquest of Canada, 
Nova Scotia, and all their depend«%ncies- It was to be 
carried into effect by the joint operations of distinct 
detachments of Americans, acting in different points. 
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ftnd all co-operating with a French fleet and may on 
the river Saint Lawrence. 

This lofty scheme of military operations had been 
adopted in Congress without consulting with the Com- 
mander in Chief, or any American officer. It was to 
be communicated to the French Court by the Marquis 
de la Fayette, and his influence, with that of the 
French Minister, was to be employed to induce his 
government to adopt their part of the expedition. In 
October the plan was communicated to General 
Washington, he was desired to give Congress his 
opinion upon it, and to enclose it with his comments 
to the Marquis. 

The General had already revolved in his mind an 
expedition against the British posts in Upper Canada, 
with the intention to be prosecuted the next season, 
on the contingence that the British army should be 
withdrawn from the United States. Struck with the 
extravagance of the plan of Congress, instead of com- 
plying with their requisition, he wrote to them, stating 
in strong terms his objections to the scheme. He 
mentioned the impolicy of entering into any engage- 
ments with the Court of France to execute a combined 
system of operation, without a moral certainty of be- 
ing able to execute the part assigned to America. 

It was, the General observed, morally certain in his 
mind, that if the English should maintain their posts 
- on the continent, it would be impracticable to furnish 
the men, or the uecossary stores and provisions for the 
expedition. '^ If I rightly understand the plan,*' he re- 
marked, '^ it requires for its execution, twelve thou- 
sand and six hundred rank and file. Besides these, to 
« open passages through a wilderness, for the march of 
the several bodies of troops, to provide the means of 
long and difficult transportation by land and water, to 
establish posts of communication for the security of 
our convoys, to build and man vessels of force neces- 
sary for acquiring a superiority on the lakes ; these 
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uid many other purposes peculiar to tliOae enterprims, 
will require a much larger proportion of artificers, and 
persons to be employed in manual and laborious offices 
than are usual in military operations.*' The aggregate 
numberi he observed, requisite for the contemplated 
expedition, added to the force necessary to be kept in 
the field to restrain depredation fi'om the British posts 
at New -York, would make nearly double the men ne- 
cessary, to any number, which with all their efforts, the 
United States were ever yet able to raise. 

The experience of the General taaght him, that it 
would be as difficult to furnish the necessary supplies 
of provisions as to raise the men. " The scen^ of our 
operations has hitherto been in the heart of the coun- 
try, furnishing our resources, which of course facilitat- 
ed the drawing them out. We shall then be carrying on 
the war at aq immense distance, in a country wild and 
uncultivated, incapable of affording any aid, and great 
part of it hostile. We cannot, in this case, depend on 
temporary and occasional supplies, as we have been ac- 
customed ; but must have ample magazines laid up be- 
fore-hand. The labour and expense in forming these, 
and transporting the necessary stores of every kind for 
the use of the troops, will be increased to a degree 
that can be more easily conceived than described 
The transportation must be a great part of the way 
through deserts affording no other forage than herb- 
age ; and from this circumstance our principal provi- 
sions, of the flesh kind, must be salted, which would 
greatly increase tbo diificulty, both of providing and 
transporting." Supplies upon this scale, ho conceived, 
igreaUy exceeded the resources of the country, and in 
policy and honour. Congress could not promise to fur* 
nish them. 

Serious doubts rested upon the mind of the General, 
whether France would execute the part of the Canada 
•xpedition assigned to her. The superiority of the 
Qritudi fleet was evident The Court of London would 
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be made acquainted with the scheme, and a sufMrioiir 
British fleet might prevent the French squadron, de 
tached on. this service, from entering the river St 
Jjawrence, or destroy it afler its entrance, or the Bri 
tish garrisons in Canada might be reinforced, and ren 
dered supsriour to the assailing armament. 

In an expedition consisting of several distinct parts, 
General Washington thought it unreasonable to ex- 
pect that oxact co-operation among the different detach- 
ments which would be necessary for mutual support ; 
of consequence, the divisions might be defeated in de- 
tail, and afler all the expense, the expedition miscarry. 
The consequences of a failure, which were much to 
be deprecated, would be tiie misapplication of tho 
Fronch force ; the rain of the detachments employed 
in the expedition, and jealousy and disaffection between 
France and the United States. 

The letter of the Commander in Chief, Congress re- 
ferred to a Committee. In their report, this Commit- 
tee admit his objections to be weighty, but still adviso 
to the prosecution of the plan. Congress accepted tlie 
report, and again requested the General to write fully 
on the subject to the Marquis, and to Dr. Franklin, 
tLien the American Minister at the Court of Versaillea. 
Congress probably felt themselves already pledged by 
their conversation with the Marquis and the French 
Minister, and possibly they thought that measures hlid 
already been adopted in France to carry the plaq intQ 
execution. 

General Washington was greatly perplexed by the 
perseverance of Congress in this measure. All his ob- 
jections to the plan remained in full force, and he foun4 
himself called upon to use his influence to bring the 
French government to adopt a scheme, of which he 
hiirifccir wholly disapproved, and to proruise th§ co-ope- 
ration of the American arms in a manner th^t ^9 
thought iuipractica^e. To this request he tl^ui^ rf* 
plied : 
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'< I have attentively taken up the report of the Com- 
mittee of the fifth, (approved by Congress) on the 
subject of my letter of the 11th ultimo, on the propos- 
ed expedition into Canada. I have considered it in 
several liglits, and sincerely regret that I should fee] 
myself under any embarrassment in carrying it into 
execution. Still I remain of opinion, from a general 
review of things, and the state of our resources, thai 
no extensive system of co-operation with the French 
for the complete emancipation of Canada, can be po- 
■itively decided on for the ensuing year. To propose a 
plan of perfect co-operation with a foreign power, with- 
out a moral certainty in our supplies ; and to have that 
plan actually ratified with the Court of Versailles, 
might be attended, in case of failure in the conditions 
on our part, with very fatal effects. 

'' If I should seem unwilling to transmit the plan as 
prepared by Congress, with my observations, it is be- 
cause I find myself under a necessity (in order to give 
our minister sufficient ground to found an application 
on) to propose something more than a vague and in- 
decisive plan; which, even in the event of a total 
evacuation of the states by the enemy, may be render 
ed impracticable in the execution by a variety of in 
surmountable obstacles ; or if I retain my present sen- 
timents, and act consistently, I must point out the dif 
ficulties, as they appear to me, which roust embarrass 
his negotiations, and may disappoint the views of 
Congress. 

^* But proceeding on the idea of the enemy's leaving 
these states, before the active part of the ensuing cam- 
paign, I should fear to hazard a mistake, as to the pre- 
cise aim and extent of the views of Congress. The 
conduct I am to observe in writing to our Minister at 
the Court of France, does not appear sufficiently de- 
lineated. Were I to undertake it, I should be much 
afraid of erring through misconceiHion. In this dilem 
ma, I would esteem it a particular favour to be exens 
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ed from writing at all on the subject, especially as it !■ 
the part of candour in me to acknowledge, that I do 
not see mj way clear enough to point out such a plan 
for co-operation, as I concoiye to be consistent with the 
ideas of Congress, and as will be sufficiently explana' 
tory, with respect to time and circumstances, to give 
efficacy to the measure. 

, " But if Congress still think it necessary for me to 
proceed in the business, I must request their more 
definite and explicit instructions, and that they will 
permit me, previous to transmitting the intended de 
•patches, to submit them to their determination. 
. *^ I could wish to lay before Congress more minutely, 
the state of the army, the condition of supnlies, and 
the requisites necessary for carrying into execution an 
undertaking that may involve the most serious events. 
If Congress think this can be done more satisfactorily 
in a personal conference, I hope to have the army in 
such a situation before I can receive their answer, a« 
to affi)rd me an opportunity of giving my attendance." 

Congress indulged the General with the proposed 
interview, and a Committee of their body was chosen 
to confer with him on this business and on the state of 
the army. His objections were found to be unanswer- 
able, and the Canada expedition was laid aside. 

To the magnificent schemes of Congress upon Ca- 
nada, succeeded through United America a state of su- 
pineness and inaction. An alliance with France was re- 
ceived as a security for independence In the expec- 
tation that Great Britain would relinquish the Ameri- 
can war, that she might with her united force contend 
with her ancient enemy in Europe, Congress appeared 
hot disposed to encounter the expense necesparyto 
prepare for another active campaign. The delunive 
supposition that the war was over prevailed through 
the country, and palsied the spirit of the community. 
General WASHiNCTfN perpetually stimulated his coun- 
trymen to exertion. Uninfected with the common de 
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lusinn, he believed that Great Britain would continue 
the American war, and in every possible j^nj exerted 
himself seasonably to be prepared for the conflict of 
the field. But Congress was slowly roused to atten- 
tion to this important business. Their resolution em- 
powering the Commander in Chief *o recruit the army 
did not pass until the 23d of January 1779, and the 
requisition upon the several states was not made until 
the 9th of March. 

The dissensions which at this time existed in Con- 
gress, the speculations that prevailed through thd 
country in consequence of the depreciation of pap6r 
money, and the apparent reluctance among all classes 
of citizens to make sacrifices for the publick interest, 
greatly alarmed General Washington. His appre- 
hensions are fully disclosed in the annexed letter writ- 
ten at the time to a confidential friend of distinguished 
reputation in the political world. 

*^ I am particularly desirous of a free communication 
of sentiments with you at this time, because I view 
things very differently, I fear, from what people in 
general do, who seem to think the contest at an end, 
and that to make money and get places are the only 
things new remaining to be done. I have seen with* 
out despondency, even for a moment, the hours which 
America has styled her gloomy ones ; but I have be- 
held no day since the commencement of hostilities, 
when I have' thought her liberties in such imminent 
danger as at present Friends and foos seem now to 
combine to pull down the goodly fabrick we have hi- 
therto been raising, at the expense of so much time, 
blood, and treasure ; and unless the bodies politick will 
exert themselves to bring things back to first princi- 
ples, correct abuses, and punish our internal foes, ine- 
vitable ruin must follow. Indeed we seem to be verg- 
ing so fast to destruction that I am filled with sensa- 
tions to which I have been a stranger until within 
these three months. Our enemy behold with exulta 
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tion and joy how efTectuolly we labour for their bene» 
fit ; a«id from being in a state of abeolute despair and 
on the point of evacuating America, are now on tip- 
toe. Nothing, therefore, in my judgment, can save ur 
hot a total reformaticMi in our own conduct, or some de 
•isiTetum of affairs in Europe. The former, alas ! to 
our shame be it spoken, is less likely to happen than 
the latter, as it is now consistent with the views of the 
speculators, various tribes of money-make^s, and stock- 
jobbers of all denominations, to continue the war, for 
tiieir own private emolument, without considering 
tfai^ this avarice and thirst for gain must plunge every 
thing) including themselves, in one common ruin. 

*^ Were I to indulge my present fe^ings, and give 
a looee to that freedom of expression which my unre- 
served friendship would prompt to, I should say a 
great deal on this subject. But letters are liable to so 
many accidents, and the sentiments of men in office 
are sought after by the enemy with so much evidity, 
and besides conveying useful knowledge (if they get 
into their hands) for the superstructure of their plans, 
are so often perverted to the worst of purposes, that I 
shall be somewhat reserved, notwithstanding this letter 
goes by a private hand to Mount VenKyi. I cannot 
refraia lamenting, however, in the most poignant 
terms, the fatal policy too prevalent in most of the 
itates, of employing their ablest men at home, in posts 
of honour or profit, before the great national interest 
is fixed upon a solid basis. 

" To me it appears no unjust simile, to compare th* 
affairs of this great continent to the mechanism of a 
clock, each state representing some one or other of the 
•mall parte of it, vhich they are endeavouring to put 
in fine order, without considering how useless and un- 
•mling their labour is, unless the great wneel, or 
^ring, whi^ is to set the whole in motion, is alnn 
well attflsded to tnd kept in good order. 1 allude 4o 
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no ]Miriieular ftate, nor do I mean to cast refl^ctioiif 
upon any one of them, nor ought I, as it may be said, 
to do ao upon theur reprefeentatives ; but as it is a fact 
too notoriouB to be concealed, that Congress is rent by 
party ; that much business of « trifling nature and 
personal concernment, withdraws their attention firom 
matters of great national moment, at this critical peri- 
od ; when it is also known that idleness and disaipation 
take place of oloso attention and application ; no man 
who wishes well to the liberties of his country, and de- 
sires to see its rights established, can avoid crying out ; 
— ^Where are our men of abilities ? Why do they not 
come forth to save their country ? Let this voice, My 
dear air, call upon you, JcfTerson, and others. Do not, 
from a mistaken opinion that we are to sit down under 
our vine and our own fig-tree, let our hitherto . noble 
struggle end in ignominy. Believe me when I toll 
you there is danger of it. I have pretty good reasons 
for thinking that administration, a little while ago, had 
resolved to give the matter up, and negotiate a peace 
with us upon almost any terms j' but I shall be much 
mistaken if they do not now, Srom the present state of 
our currency, dissensions, and other circumstances, 
push matters to the utmost extremity. Notliing, I am 
sure will prevent it but the interruption of Spain, and 
their disappointed hope from Prus«a.*' 

The depr-eciation of the paper currency had reduced 
the pay of tho American officers to a pittance, and the 
effects were severely felt. At the moment the cam- 
paign was to open, the dissatisfaction of a part of the 
anfferers broke out into acts of violence, which threat- 
ened the safety <^ the whcle army. Early in May, the 
Jersey Brigade was ordered to march as part of a force 
destined on aa expedition into the Indian country. 
On the reception of this otder, the oflkers of the first 
regiment presented to their Colonel a remonstrance, 
addressed to the Legislature of the State, in which 
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they professed the determination, unless thai body iin- 
mediately attended to their pay and support, witliin 
three days to resigrn their commissions. 

This resolution greatly disturbed the Commander iv 
Chief. He foresaw its evil consequences, and on thir 
important occasion determined to exert his persona 
influence. In a letter to General Maxwell, to be com 
municated to the dissatisfied officers, he dissuaded then 
by a sense of honour, and by the love of country fron 
the prosecution of the rash measure they had adopted 

" There is nothing," proceeds the letter, *' which 
has happened in course of the war, that has given me 
80 much pain as the remonstranpe you mention from 
the officers of the first Jersey regiment. I cannot but 
consider it as a hasty and imprudent step, which on 
more cool consideration they will themselves ''ondemn. 
I am very sensible of the inconveniences under which 
the officers of the army labour, and I hope they do me 
the justice to believe, that my endeavours to procure 
them relief are incessant. There is more difficulty 
however, in satisfying their wishes than perhaps they 
are aware of. Our resources have been hitherto very ' 
limited. The situation of our money is no small em- 
barrassment ; for which, though there are remedies^ 
\liey cannot be the work of a moment. Government 
is not insensible of the merits and sacrifices of the offi- 
cers, nor, I am persuaded, unwilling to make a com 
pensation ; but it is a truth, of which a little observa 
tion must convince us, that it is yery much straitened 
in the means. Great allowances ought to be made on 
this account, for any delay, and seeming backwardnesj 
which may appear. Some of the States indeed have 
done as generously as it is at this juncture in their 
power, and if others have been less expeditious, it 
ought to be ascribed to some peculiar cause, which a 
littJe time, aided by example, will remove. The par 
tience and perseverance of the army have been, undor 
every disadvantage, such as to do thorn th highest 
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honour, both at home and abroad, and have inspired 
me with an unlimited confidence in their virtue, which 
has consoled me amidst every perplexity and reversm 
of fortune, to which our affairs in a struggle of this na- 
ture, were necessarily exposed. Now that we have 
made so great a progress to the attainment of the end 
we have in view, so that we cannot fail without a most 
shameful desertion of our own interests, any thing like 
a change of conduct would imply a very unhappy 
change of principles, and a forgetfulness as well of 
what we owe to ourselves as to our country. Did I 
suppose it possible this could be the case, even in a 
single regiment of the army, I should be mortified and 
chagrined beyond expression. I should feel it as a 
wouhd given to my own honour, which I consider as - 
embarked with that of the army at large. But this I 
believe to be impossible. Any corps that was about to 
set an example of the kind, would weigh well the con- 
sequences ; and no officer of common discernment and 
sensibility would hazard them. If they should stand 
alone in it, independent of other consequences, what 
would be their feelings on reflecting that they h^d held 
themselves out to the world in a point of light inferi- 
our to the rest of the army. Or if their example should 
be followed, and become general, how could they con- 
sole themselves for having been the foremost in bring- 
ing ruin and disgrace upon their country. They 
would remember that the army would share a double 
portion of the general infamy and distress, and that the 
character of an American ofilcer would become as de- 
spicable, as it is now glorious. 

** I confess the appearances in the present instance 
are disagreeable ; but I am convinced they seem to 
mean more than they really do. The Jersey officers 
have not been outdone by any others in the qualities, 
either of citizens or soldiers ; and I am confident, no 
part of them would seriously intend any thing that 
would be a stair on their former reputation. The ^en 
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Uemen cannot be in earnest ; they have only reasoned 
wrong about the means of obtaining a good end, and 
on consideration, I hope and flatter myself they will 
renounce what must appear improper. At the open- 
ing of a campaign, when under marching orders for 
an important service, their own honour, duty to the 
publick, and to themselves, and a regard to military 
propriety, will not suffer them to persist in a measure, 
which would be a violation of them all. It will oven 
wound their delicacy, coolly to reflect, that they have 
hazarded a step which has an air of dictating terms to 
their country, by taking advantage of the necessity of 
the moment. 

" The declaration they have made to the state, at 
■o critical a time, that unless they obtain relief in the 
.short period of three days, they must be considered out 
of the service, has very much that aspect ; and the 
. seeming relaxation of continuing until the state can 
have a reasonable time to provide other officers, will 
be thought only a superficial veil. I am now to re- 
quest that you will convey my sentiments to the gen- 
tlemen concerned, and endeavour to make them sensi- 
ble that they are in an errour. The service for which 
the regiment was intended, will not admit of delay. 
It must at all events march on Monday morning, in 
the first place to this camp, and further directions will 
be given when it arrives. I am sure I shall not be 
mistaken in expecting a prompt and cheerful obedi- 
ence." 

This letter made a deep impression upon the minds 
of the officers, but did not fully produce the desired 
effect. In an address to the Commander in Chief, 
they expressed their unhappiness, that any act of theirs 
should occasion him pain ; but in justification of the 
measure they had adopted, they pleaded that their state 
government had paid no attention to their repeated 
petitions, that they were themselves loaded with debts, 
and that their families were starving ** At length/ 
16» 
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0aid tbej " we have lost all confidence in our Legisla- 
ture. Reason and experience forbid that we should 
have any. Few of us have private fortunes ; manj 
have families who are already suffering every thing 
that can be received from an ungrateful country. Are 
we then to suffer all the inconveniences, fiitlgues, and 
dangers, of a military life, while our wives and our 
children are perishing for want of common necessaries 
at home ; and that without the most distant prospect 
of reward, for our pay is only nominal ? We are sensi- 
ble that your Excellency cannot wish nor desire this 
from us. 

" We are sorry that you should imagine we meant 
to disobey orders. It was and still is our determination 
to march with our regiment, and to do the duty of offi- 
cers, until the Legislature shall have a reasonable time 
to appoint others, but no longer. 

*^ We beg leave to assure your Excellency Jiat we 
have the highest sense of your ability and virtue, that 
executing your orders has ever given us pleasure ; 
we love the service, and we love our country ; but 
when that country gets so lost to virtue and^justice as 
to forget to support its servants, it then becomes their 
duty to retire ^om its service." 

This attempt in the officers to justify their conduct 
placed General Washington in a very critical and 
delicate situation. Severe measures, he apprehended, 
would probably drive the whole Jersey brigade from 
the service ; and to assume the exercise of the powers 
of Commander in Chief, and then recede without pro 
ducing the effect, must hazard his own authority, and 
injure tlie discipline of the army. Under these embar- 
rassing circumstances, he prudently resolved to take 
no further notice of this address, than to notify the 
officers, through General Maxwell, that while they con 
tinned to do their duty, he should only regret the step 
they had taken, and hope that they themselves would 
perceive its impropriety. 
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This alarming transaction, the General oomrauni- 
emtod to Congress, and at the same time reminded them 
of his repeated and urgent entreaties in behalf of his 
officers. Some general provision for them he now re- 
commended as a measure of absolute necessity. ** The 
^stresses in some corps/* he observed, *' are so great, 
either where they were not until lately attached to any 
particalar state, or where the state has been less pro- 
Tident, that officers have solicited even to be supplied 
with the clothing destined for tho common soldiers, 
course and unsuitable as it was. I had not power to 
comply with the request. 

" The patience of men animated by a sense of duty 
and honour, will support them to a certain point, be- 
yond which it will not go. I doubt not Congress will 
be sensible of the danger of an extreme in this respuct, 
and will pardon my anxiety to obviate it.*' 

The regiment marched agreeably to orders, and the 
officers withdrew their remonstrance. The Legisla- 
ture took measures for their relief, and they continued 
in the service. 

The situation of the hostile armies not favouring 
active operations, General Washisgton planned an 
expedition into the Indian country. His experience 
while he commanded the troops of Virginia in the 
French war, convinced him, that the only effi^ctual 
method to defend the frontiers from the destructive 
invasion of J'^dian foes, is to carry the war into their 
own country. To retaliate, in some moasure, the 
cruelties the Indians had inflicted on the Americans, 
and to deter them from their repetition, General Sul- 
livan, the commanding officer, was ordered, on this 
occasion, to exercise a degree of severity, which, in 
the usual operations of war, was abhorrent to tho hn 
mane disposition of the Commander in Chief In the * 
course of the s'mfimer months. General Sullivan suc- 
cessfully prosecuted the plan, and ricsfroyed the Indian 
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towns upon the nortaem boandarj of the state of 
New-York. 

The. disposable force of Sir Henry Clinton this year 
consisted of between sixteen and setentoen thousand 
men. The troops under the immediate command of 
General Washington amoimted to about sixteen thou- 
sand. A view of the numbers of the two hostile ar- 
mies is sufficient to show, that ofieusire operations 
against the strong posts of the British, were not in the 
power of General Washington. The marine forc^, 
by ^hich these posts were supported,, facilita|ed the 
designs of the British commander in predatory expe- 
ditions upon the American shores and rivers; but in 
the middle states, the campaign passed away without 
any military operations upon a large scaie. The 
Am3rican General posted his troops in a situation the 
most favourable to protect the country from the excur- 
sions of the enemy, and to guard the High Lands on 
the north river. These High Lands were the object 
rf the principal manceuvros of the opposing Gene- 
rals, and the scene of some brilliant military achieve- 
ments. 

West Point was now the chief post of the Ameri- 
cans on the Hudson. Here was their principal mag«^- 
zine of provisions and military stores. It was situated 
upon the western side of the river, in the bosom of the 
mountain, was difficult of approach, and its natural 
strength had been increased by fortifications, although 
they were not completed. Lower down at the foot of 
the mountain is King's ferry, over which passes the 
great road from the eastern to the middle states. Thia 
ferry is commanded by the points of land on the two 
shores. The point on the west side is high, rough 
ground, and is called Stony Point. That on the east 
side is a low neck of land projecting into the river, 
and desominated Verplank's Point. On each shore 
General Washington had erected fortifications, and 
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a Bmall ^rrison under t)«e command of a Captain was 
placed in Verplank. 

Sk Henry Clinton, on the last of May, moved «rita 
the greater part of his force up the river towards these 
posts. On his approach Stony Point was evacuated ; 
hot the celerity of his movements obliged the garrison 
at Verplank to snrr ender themselves prisoners of war. 
The possession of King*s ferry could not have been 
the sole object of Sir Henry's movement, his force 
was much greater than this purpose required. The 
possession of West Point was probably the ultimate de- 
sign of the expedition ] but the excellent disposition 
of the American troops defeated this intention of the 
British Commander. Having fortified the positions of 
Stony Point and Verplank, and placed garrisons in 
them, Sir Henry returned with his army to New- York. 

The Americans were subjected to groat inconve- 
nience by the loss of King*s ferry. To pass the North 
river, they were obliged to take a route by the way of 
Fish Kill, through a rough and mountainous country, 
and the transportation of heavy articles for the army 
by this circuitous road became very tedious. 

General Washhwtok was induced by a variety of 
motives to attempt the recovery of Stony and Ver- 
phink Points. The very attempt would recall the Bri- 
tish detachments that were out on predatory expedi- 
tions. Success in the plan would give reputation to 
the American arms, reconcile the publick mind to the 
plan of the campaign, and restore to the Americana 
the convenient road across King*s ferry. In pursa 
ance of this intention, he reconnoitred the postc and, 
as far as possible, gained information of the situation 
of the works, and of the strength of the garrisons. 
The result was a plan to carry the posts by storm. 
The assault upon Stony Point was committed to Ge- 
neral Wayne, and that no alarm might be given, his 
fbrce was to consist only of the light infantry of the 
army, which corps was already on the lines. The 
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night of the 15th of July was assigned for the attack. 
The works were strong, and-could be approached only 
by a narrow passage over a piece of marshy ground, 
and tho garrison consisted of six hundred iben. About 
midnight the troops moved up to the works through a 
heavy fire of artillery and musketry, and without the 
discharge of a single gun, carried them at the point 
of the bayonet. The Americans, on this occasion, dis- 
played tlioir usual humanity; they put not an indi- 
vidual to the sword after resistance ceased. 

The low of the Americans in the assault was incon- 
siderable, compared with the nature of the service. 
Their killed and wounded did not exceed one hundred 
men. General Wayne received a wound on the head, 
which, for a short time stunned him ; but he insisted 
upon entering the fort, which by the support of his 
aids he accomplished. Sixty-three of the garrison 
were killed and sixty-eight wounded, and &ve hundred 
and forty-three made prisoners. Military stores to 
some amount were found in the fort. 

General Howe was entrusted with the execution of 
the design against Verplank ; but through a number 
c^ unfortunate incidents, to which military operations 
are always liable, it miscarried. 

Stony Point alone did not give the Americans the 
use of King^s ferry. Sir Henry Clinton immediately 
moved up the North river with a large force to recover 
the post, and General Washiaotov, not thinking it 
expedient to take from his army the number of troopa 
necessary to garrison it, destroyed the works and re- 
tired to the High Lands. General ' Cluiton erected 
the fort anew, with superiour fortifications, and placed 
a respectable garrison in it, under the command of a 
Brigadier General. 

Congress embraced this occasion, by an unanimoufl 
resolve, to thank General Wabhinoton for the wis- 
dom, vigilance, and magnanimity, with which he con- 
ducted the military operations of the nation, and par 
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ticularly for the enterprise upon Stony Point. They 
also unanimoasly voted their thanks to General 
Wayne for hia brave and aoldier-like attack, and pre* 
sented him with a gold medal emblematical of the ac- 
tion ; and they highly commended the eoolness, ditci- 
pline, and persevering bravery of the officers and men 
in the spirited assault. 

During this summer, Spain joined France in the 
war against England. General Washikotov expect- 
ing substantial aid from these powers, and unwilling 
to waste any part of his small force in partial actions, 
contented himself with the defence of the country 
from the depredations of the enemy, that he might be 
in readiness with the greatest possible numbers, to co- 
operate with the dlies of America in an attack upon 
the British posts. But the fond hope of effective aid 
froni France proved delusive ; and the expectation 
that the war would this season terminate, failed. 

Effectual measures were not yet adopted by Con- 
gress to establish a permanent army. The officers 
generally remained in service, but a great proportion 
of the privates were annually to b<* recruited. By the 
delays of the general and state governments, the re- 
cruits were never seasonably brought into the field. 
At different periods they joined the army ; and fre- 
quently men totally unacquainted with every Iwanch 
of military service, were introduced in the most criti- 
cal part of an active campaign. 
- At the close of- this year. General Washikgtoii, h'A 
discouraged by all his former unavailing endeavours, 
once more addressed Congress on this subject, which 
he deemed essential to the welfare of the unicu In 
October he forwarded to that body a minute repcit of 
the state of the army, by which it appeared, that be- 
tween that time and the last of June the next year, 
* the time of service of one half the privates would ex- 
pire. 
< With the report he submitted a plan, by which tb9 
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reeniiUi of all t)*e states wera to be raised and brought 
to bead quarters hy the middle of January of each 
year, that time might be given in some meoanre to dia 
oipline them before the campaign opened. 

'* The plan I would propose/' says the General in 
the address, '' is that each state be informed by Coo* 
^ess annually of the real deficiency of its troopa, and 
called upon to make it up, or such less speci6ck 
number as Congress may think pn^cr, by a draught. 
That the men draughted join the army by the first of 
January the succeeding year. That from the time the 
draughts join the army, the officers o£ the states firom 
which they come, be authorized and directed to use 
their endearours to enlist them for the war, under the 
bcmnties granted to the officers themaehres and the le* 
emits, by the act of the 33d of January last, yiz. ten 
dollars to the officer for each recruit, and two hundred 
to the recruits themselves. That all state, county, 
and town bounties to draughts, if practicable,, be en- 
tirely abolished, on account of the uneasiness and 
disorders they create among the soldiery, the deser- 
tions they produce, and for other reasons which wiU 
readily occur. That on or before the first of October 
annually, an abstract, or return, similar to the present 
one, be transmitted to Congress, to enable them to 
mi^e their requisitions to each state with certainty 
and precision. This I would propose as a general pli^ 
to be purmied ; and I am persuaded that this or one- 
nearly similar to it, will be found the best now in our 
power, as it will bo attended vrith least ozpenae to the> 
publick, will place the serviee on the footing of ofdtr 
and certainty, and will be the oikly one that can ad' 
▼ance the general interest to any great extent." 

This jndicious plan was never carried into eflbeL 
Congfress did not make the requisition until February, 
and the states were not called upon to bring their re- * 
eruits into the field before the first of April. Thirteea 
•orereign states exercising their respoctive indepcnd 
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•nt aathorities to form a federal armj, were alway» 
tixdy in time and deficient in the number of men. 

On the approach of the inclement season, the armj 
«fain built themselves huts for winter quarters. Posi- 
tions were chosen the most favourable for the defenc« 
of the American posts, and for covering the countr3-. 
The army was formed into two divisions. One of 
these erected huts near West Point, and the other at 
Morristown in New- Jersey . The head quarters of the 
Commander in Chief were with the last division. 

Groat distress was felt this winter on account of the 
deranged state of the American finances. Genera] 
Green and Colonel Wadsworth, gentlemen in every 
respect qualified for the duties of their respective sta* 
tions, were yet at the head of the Quarter Master 
and Commissary departments, but the credit of the 
country was fallen, they had not the means to make 
prompt payment for articles of supply ; and they found 
it impossible to lay up large magazines of provisions, 
and extremely difficult to obtain supplies to satisfy the 
temporary vrants of the army. 

The evil was increasod by a new arrangement intro- 
duced by Congress into the Commissary department. 
A fixed salary in the depreciated currency of the coun- 
try was given to the Commissary General, and he was 
authorized to appoint a certain number of deputies, 
whose stipends were also estabUshed, and to whom no 
emolmnent of office was allowed. Deputies compe- 
t«nt to the busiuetB could not be obtained upon 
the tenns established by Congress, confusion and de- 
nungement ensued through the whole department, and 
u consequence Colonel Wadsworth was constrained 
to resign his office. 

Belbre the month of January ej4>ired, the soldiers 
were put upon allowance, and before its close, the 
whole stock of provision in store was exhausted, and 
there was neither meat nor flour to be distributed t« 
the troops. To prevent the dissolution of tho army 
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the CbmiDander in Chief was rolaetantly driven to 
vtTj vigorous measures. He apportioned upon each 
eountj in the state of New-Jersey a quantity of meat 
and flour, according to the ability of each, to be 
brought into camp in the course of six days. At the 
safiie time he wrote to the magistrateS| stating the ab* 
solute nncessity of the measure, and informing them, 
that unless the inhabitants voluntarily complied with 
the requisition, the exigency of the case would force 
him to obtain it by military exaction. To the honour 
of the inhabitants of New- Jersey, harassed as their 
country had been, the full quantity of provision re* 
quired was cheerfully and seasonably afforded. 

To Congress General Washinoton expressed his 
sense of the heroick patience with which the troops 
bore the privations of clothing and provisions through 
this winter of unusual severity. The extent of these 
privations will be seen in an extract of a letter written 
by the Commander in Chief to his friend Goneral 
Schuyler. 

** Since the date of my last we have had the virtue 
and patience of the army put to the severest trial. 
Sometimes it has been five or six days together with* 
out bread ; at other times, as many days without' meat ; 
and once or twice, two or three days, without either. 
I hardly thought it possible at one period, that we 
should be able to keep it together, nor could it have 
been done, but for the exertions of the magistrates in 
the several counties of this State, on whom I was 
obliged to call, expose our situation to them, and in 
plain terms declare that we were reduced to the alter- 
native of disbanding or catering for onrselves, unless 
the inhabitants would afford us their aid. I allotted to 
each county a certain proportion of flour or grain, and 
a certain number of cattle, to be delivered on certain 
days, and for the honour of the magistrates, and good 
disposition of the people, I must add, that ray reqv si- 
tions were punctually complied with, and in mf Ay 
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counties exceeded. Nothing but this great exertion 
could have saved the army from dissolution or starying, 
as we were bereft of everj hope from the commissa- 
ries. At one time, the soldiers eat every kind of 
horse food but hay. Buck wheat, common wheat, 
rye, and Indian corn, composed the meal whkch 
made their bread. As an army they bore it with the 
most heroick patience ; but sufferings like these ac- 
companied with the want of clothes, blankets, &c. 
will produce frequent desertion in all armies, and so it 
happened with us, though it did not excite a single 
mutiny." 

The frost of this winter was excessive. For six 
weeks together, the waters about New-Tork were 
covered with ice, of sufficient thickness to admit the 
passage of large armies with wagons and the heaviest 
pieces of artillery. The city, of consequence, in 
many places, became assailable. The vigilant and ac- 
tive mind of General Washihotoh, with mortification, 
•aw an opportunity to attack his enemy which he was 
mable to embrace. The British force in New-York, 
m numbers, exceeded his own, and the want of clothing 
and, provision rendered it impossible to move his 
troops upon an extensive enterprise. An attempt to 
•uprise a post on Staten Island &iled. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

•monnt of Paper EintHioii--Coiij(.-«M dettitate of Metm to nqn 
port the Wiir— Supplies apportiooed upon the States — ExertioM 
of the Commander in Chief— Mutiny in a dart of tlie Army— 
The British make an Excursion into New-Jersey — ^The Ameri- 
can Troojis bravely resist them— The Court of France promisee 
a Naval and Land Armament to act in America — Preparation 
to co-operate with it — A French Squadron arrives on the Amert- 
rican Coast— Count Jtochamfaean lands at Newport with fiv» 
thousand Men — ^The American and French Commanders meet at 
Hartford to settle the Plan of the Campaign— The Second Divi- 
sion of the French Troops fails- <3eneral Arnold be c ome s a *! 
Traitor — lie Corresponds with Major Andre — Andre comas on 
Shore at West Point^Attempts to return to New-York by land | 
—He is Uken into Custody by three Militia Men— A Bourd of 
General Officers condenm him— He is executed— Letter of Gene- 
ral Washinjjton on the Stale of the Army— Con^roas adopts n 
Military Establishment for the War— The Aimy goes int» Wio- 
tor duartenk 

1780. Two hnndred millions of dollan in paper 
currenej were at this time in circulation^ upon ib% 
credit of the United States. Congress had the pre- 
ceding year solemnlj pledged the faith of goTemment 
not to emit more than this snm. The National Treft> 
sury was empty. The requisitions of Congress for 
money by tazeS| assessed by the authority of the 8talet| 
were slowly complied with, and the supplies of money^ 
in this way obtained, bore no proportion to the ex- 
penses of the war. 

A novel state of things was in consequence mtro- 
duced. Congress, the head of the Nation, had no 
command of the resources of the country. The power 
of taxation, and of every coercive measure of govern- 
ment, rested with the SUte Sovereignties. The only 
power lett with the National Council was, to apportion 
supplies of provision for the army, as well as recruits 
of men, upon the several States. 

The military establishment for 1780, consisted of 
thirty-five thousand, two hundred and eleven men. No 
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portion of these was to be raised by the authority of 
Congress, but in the whole transaction an absolute de- 
pendence was placed on the agency of the States. Up- 
on the States also spocifick articles of proTision, spirits, 
«nd forage, were apportioned for the subsistence of the 
army. Congress gave assurances that accurate ac- 
eounu should be kept, and resolved, '< That any State 
which shall have taken the necessary measures lor fur- 
nishingits quota, and have given notice thereof to Con- 
gress, shall be authorized to prohibit any Continental 
Quarter Master, or Commissary from purchasing 
within its limits." 

General Washington greatly lamented the neces- 
sity of managing the war by State authorities. He 
freely suggested to Congress the defects of their sys- 
tem, defects which would prevent the attainment of 
competent and seasonable supplies for the troops 
The estimate, he observed, in aJl articles was below 
the ordinary demand, the time of reception was left in 
a vague manner ; and no provision was made for ex- 
traordinary exigencies. No means were adopted to 
obtain for the use of the army any surplus of produce, 
which a particular State might conveniently supply, 
beyond its apportionment ; but a State under this pre- 
dicament was authorized to prohibit the National Com- 
missary from purchasing such surplusage, whatever 
might be the publick wants. To a friend in Congress, 
he in a private letter thus freely expressed his opinion. 

'* Certain I am, that unless Congress speaks in a 
nore decisive tone ; unless they are vested with pow* 
era by the several States, competent to the great pur- 
poses of the war, or assume them as matter of right 
•nd they, and the States respectively act with more 
energy than they hitherto have done ; that our cause 
is lost. We can no longer drudge on in the old way. 
By ill timing the adoption of measures, by delays in 
the execution of them, or by unwarrantable jealousies, 
we incur enormous expenses, and derive no benefit 
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frnm them. One State will comply with a requiaition 
from Congren, another neglects to do it, and a third 
execates it by halves ; and all differ in the manner^ 
the matter, or so much in point of time, that we are 
always working up hill ; and, while such a system as 
the present one, or rather want of one prevails, we 
•▼ei shall be unable to apply our strength or resources 
to any advantage. 

*^ This, my dear sir, is plain language to a member 
of Congress, but it is the language of truth and 
friendship. It is the result of long thinking, close ap- 
plication, and strict observation. I see one head gra* 
dually changing into thirteen. I see one army branch- 
ing into thirteen ; and instead of looking up to Con* 
gress as the supreme coutrolling power of the United 
States, considering theuisolves as dependent on their 
respective States. In a word, I see the power of Con- 
gross declining too fast for the consequence and respect 
which are duo to them as the great representative body 
of America, and am fearful of the consequences." 

Altnough General Washington had weighty objec- 
tions to the plan of Congress, he exerted himself to 
carry it into effect. His personal influence was great- 
er than that of any other man in the union, and this 
new order of things required its full exercise. H« 
wrote to the Executives and Legislatures of the seve- 
ral States, stating the critical situation of pnblick 
affairs, pointing out the fatal consequences that must 
ft w from the inattention and neglect of those who 
a.r ne possessed the power of coertion,and urging them 
by all tho motives of patriotism and self-interest to 
comply wilh the requisitions of Congre^. But each 
of the States felt its own burdens, and was dilatory in 
its efforts to promote a general interest. A system, 
which in its execution required the conjoint agency of 
thirteen Sovereigntios, was too complex foi the prompt 
operations of a military body. 

In the course of tue winter forage had failed, acd 
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many of the hdraes attached to the army had died, or 
were rendered unfit for use. General Washingtov 
therefore atruggled with almost insuperable difficulties 
in supplying the army. He possessed no means to 
trans|K>rt provisions from a distance but by impress- 
ment, and to this painful and oppressive mode, he was 
obliged frequently to recur. The unbounded confi- 
dence placed in his patriotism, wisdom, and prudence, 
enabled him to carry these measures into effect, amcng 
a people tenacious of individual rights, and jealous of 
the encroachment of power. 

The pay of the officers of the army had scarcely 
more tliau a nominal value. They were unable to 
support the appearance of gentlemen, or to furnish 
themselves with the conveniences which their situa 
tion required. The pride essential to the soldier was 
deeply wounded, general dissatisfaction manifested it- 
self, and increased the perplexities of the Commander 
in Chief. The officers of whole Imes belonging to 
some of the States in a body, gave notice that on a 
certain day, they should resign their commissionb, un- 
less provision was made for their honourable support. 
The animated representation of the danger of this rash 
measure to that country in whose service they had 
heroically suffered, induced them to proffer their ser- 
vices as volunteers Uiitil their successors should bo 
appointed. This, their General without hesitation re- 
jected, and the officers reluctantly Consented to re- 
main in the army. 

A statement of the great difficulties which the Gene 
ral encountered, led Congress to depute a Committee 
of their body to camp, to consult with him upon mea- 
sures necessary to be adopted to remove the grievan- 
ces of the army. This Committee reported, " That 
the army was unpaid for five months ; that it seldom 
had more than six days provision in advance, and wai 
on several occasions for several successive days, with' 
out meat ; that the army was destitute of forage ; thai 
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the medical department had neither sagar, tea, choco- 
late, wine, or spirituous liquors of any kind ; that every 
department of the army was without money, and had 
not even the shadow of credit lef^ ; that the patience 
of the soldiers, borne down by the pressure of compli- 
cated sufferings, was on the point of being exhausted." 

Congress possessed not the means to apply adequate 
lemedies to those threatening evils. They passed a 
resolution, which was all they could do, ** That Con* 
gress will make good to the line of the army, and to 
the independent corps thereof, the deficiencies of their 
original pay, which had been occasioned by the depre- 
ciation of the continental currency ; and that< money 
or other articles heretofore received, should be consi- 
dered as advanced on account, to be comprehended in 
the settlement finally to be made." This resolution 
was published in general orders, and produced a good 
effect ; but did not remove the complaints of officers 
or men. The promise of future compensation firom a 
country, whose neglect was conceived to be the source 
of all their sufferings, they deemed a feeble basis of de- 
pendence, at the moment they were severely pressed 
by privations of every kind. 

Murmurs at length broke out into actual- 
March '25. mutiny. Two of the Connecticut regi- 
ments paraded under arms announcing the 
intention to return home, or by their arms to obtain 
subsistence. The other regiments firom Connecticut 
although they did not join in the revolt, exhibited no 
inclination to aid in suppressing the mutineere but by 
the spirited and prudent exertions of the officers, the 
ringleaders were secured, and the regiments brought 
back to their duty. 

The perplexities of a General, who commands an 
army in this situation, are not to be described. When 
the officers represented to the soldiery the greatness 
of the cause in which they were engaged, and stated 
the late resolution of Congress in their favour, they 
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answered y th&t for five months they had received no 
jpAy, attd that the depreciated state of the currency 
W6uld render Uieir pay of no value when received ; 
fhey wauted preient relief, and not promises of distant 
^mnpensatfton ; thnr sufFerings were too great to be 
iiitpipK»rted > and they must have immediate and eub- 
~ «tanttal recompense for their services. To the com- - 
plahitB of the army were joined murmurs of the inhabit- 
ants of New- Jersey, on account of the frequent requi- 
iitloneunavoldahly made upon them. 

These disaflfections were carried to New- York with 
the cttstomary exaggerations of rumour. General 
Knyphausen, the commanding officer at that post, sup* 
pMiiig the American citizens and soldiers ripe for re- 
volt, passed over into New-Jersey with five thousand 
men, to avail himself of favourable events, 
i\siCA 6. and probably with the intention to drive 
General WASHiseroN from his camp at 
Morristown. He took the road to Springfield, and the 
behaviour of the Americans soon convinced him, he 
had been deceived in the report of their disaffected and 
mutiiuras disposition. The troops detached from the 
oKny to oppose his progress, fought with obstinate 
brtVery ; and the inhabitants seizing their arms with 
alacrity, emulated the spirit and persevering courage 
of the regular soldier. The enemy finding he must 
ancoanter serious opposition, halted at Connecticut 
SurmMf consigned most of the buildings of that village 
to the flames, and then retreated to Elizabeth Point, 
opposite to Staten Island. 

While General Knyphausen lay at Elizabeth Point, 
Sir Henry Clinton, with four thousand men, returned 
from the conquest of Charleston, South-Carolina, and 
jeined him at that place. On the 23d of June Sir 
Henry moved by different routes, five thousand in- 
fimtry, and a large body of cavalry, with twenty pieces 
of artillery, towards Springfield. General Wash iko- 
Toa supposed that his determined object was the d» 
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■truetion of the American camp and atores at MorrUh 
town. The effective force at thia time nnder his im- 
mediate command amounted to little more than three 
thousand men. Not being able to contend with the 
enemy, but with the advantage of ground, he made the 
best disposition of his small force to defend his post, 
and detached General Green with a thousand men to 
guard the defiles on the road, and particularly to dis- 
pute the enemy's passage of the bridge near Spring- 
field. This service was performed with great military 
judgment, and with the spirit and efficacy of disci- 
plined courage. When overpowered by numbers, Ge- 
neral Green drew up his brave band on the heighte 
back of Springfield. Sir Henry Clinton was not dis- 
posed to attack him in his strong position, nor to en- 
counter the danger of proceeding to Morrirtown, and 
leaving Green in his rear ; he therefore relinquished 
the object of his expedition, and, burning the town of 
Springfield, returned to New-Tork. 

General Washiitgtoii keenly felt this insult offered 
to his country, and was deeply mortified at his inabili- 
ty to repel it. In a letter to a friend he observed, 
*^ Tou but too well know, and will regret with me the 
cause which justifies this insulting mancBUvre on the 
part of the enemy. It deeply affects the honour of the 
States, a vindication of which could not be attempted 
in our present circumstances, without most intimately 
hazarding their security ; at least so far as it may de- 
pend on the security of the army. Their character, 
their interest, their all that is dear, call upon them, in 
the most pressing manner to place the army immedi- 
ately on a respectable footing." 

Late in the spring the Marquis La Fayette returned 
from France with the pleasing intelligence that his 
government had resolved to assist the United States, 
by employing, this year, a respectable land and naval 
force in America. 

Thisgratefiil information re-animated the publiok 
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mind, and gaye a new stimolai to the agency of Con- 
greis, and of the goTernmenta of the several statea ; 
that preparation might be made to co-operate with the 
French armament on its arrival. 
* This event excited anew in tlie breast of the Cora- 
ipaniler in Chief the mingled emotions of ambitij>n and 
patriotism. His country having solicited foreign aid^ 
he felt the disgrace she must suffer, should the alliee 
find her in a situation not to second their friendly as- 
sistance. He anticipated the deep wound that would 
be inflicted on his own feelings, should the French 
Commanders find him the nominal head of a naked, 
destitute, and inefficient army. To prevent the- evils 
that were apprehended, he addressed a circular letter 
to the governments of the states, urging them t^ ex- 
ertions proportionate to the present prospect of their 
country, and painting to their view the picture of dis- 
honour and ruin that must arise frcm the neglect to 
improve this prosperous tide in their affairs. 

Vigorous measures were in consequence adopted by 
Congress and by the states to recruit the army, to lay 
up magazines, and to enable their General to com- 
ply with the reasonable expectations of their allies ; 
but the agency of different bodies was necessary to 
carry these publick measures into effect, and their 
operation was dilatory. On the 2(Hh of June General 
Washington informed Congress that the army was 
yet destitute of many essential articles of clothing. 
"For the troops," he observed, **to be without 
clothing at any time is highly injurious to the service, 
and distressing to our feelings ; but the want will be 
more peculiarly mortifying when they come to act 
with our allies. If it be possible I have no doubt im- 
mediate measures will be taken to relieve their dis- 
tresses. 

** It is also most sincerely to bo wished that there 
would be some supplies of clothing furnished to the 
officers. There are a great many whose oitndition is 
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■till miierablo. Tbi« is, in m>bm insUoMt, tba qmb 
with the whole lines of states. It would be well 4ef 
their own sskes, and for the publick good, if thejr 
could be furnished. They will not be able, when ogf 
friends come to co-operate with us, to go on a common 
routine of duty ; and if they should, they must, &9IB 
tlieir appearance y be held in low estimation." 

It. the near prospect of the arrival of the Fren^ 
annaments, tho embarrassments of General Washih^: 
TOM increased. His army was not yet in a sitqalipji 
to co-operate with the allies, and he became extranet! 
ly anxious to know the force on which he might .sJt^ 
sdutely depend. He wished to attack New-jTorkiC 
the means were in his power. But to concert an %|; 
tack upon this post with the French commanders, au4 
in the event be unable to execute his part of the en< 
gagement, he knew would dishonour the American 
arms, and oxpo'ie the French marine force employed 
in the service, to destruction. Should prudence forbi4 
an attempt upon New-York, his force might be com- 
petent to sssail some other British post, and it way 
highly expedient that the plan should be ripened, an^ 
all measures prepared for immediate action, the Ia^• 
ment the French detachments should reach the conti- 
nent. The anxiety of the Commander iu Chief on this 
subject was disclosed in the following letter to Congress. 

" The season is come when we have every reasQii 
to expect the arrival of the fleet, and yet tot waiit 
of this point of primary consequence, it is impos* 
sible for me to form a system of co-operation. I have 
no basis to act upon ; and of course, were this 
generous succour of our ally now to arrive, 1 should 
find myself in the most awkward, embarrassiiig, and 
painful situation. The General, and the Admiral^ 
from tne relation in which I stand, as soon as they a|^ 
proach our coast, will require of me a plan of the 
measurds to be pursued, and there ought of right t^ 
be onp prepared ; but cii<*unutanced as I am, I cao* 
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not even ^ve them conjectures. From theie coft- 
■iderations, I have suggested to the Committee, by a 
letter I had the honour of addressing them ycsterdaj, 
the indispensable necessity of their writing again to 
the states, urging them to give immediate and precise 
infiitmation of the measure they have taken, and of 
the result The interest of the states, the honour and 
reputation of our councils, the justice and gratitude due 
to our aHies, all require that I should without delay 
be enabled to ascertain, and inform them what we can 
or cannot undertake. There is a point which ought 
now to be determined, on the success of which all oar 
future operations may depend, on which for want of 
knowing our prospects, I can make no decision, for 
fear of involying the fleet and army of our allies in cir- 
cumslances which would expose them, if not second- 
ed by us, to material inconYenience and hazard. 1 
abaJl be compelled to suspend it, and the delay may be 
fttal to our hopes.'* 

Congress had assured the French Minister that 
they would bring this campaign twenty-five thousand 
soen into the field ; that to these such detachments of 
militia should be added as to make a force competent, 
whan supported by a naval armament, to attack any 
of the &itiah poets. They had also engaged to lay 
up magazines of provisions adequate to the demands 
of the armies of t^ Unibdd States, and of any divi- 
«ion of French troops, acting in concert with them. 
lOn this account the deficiencies of the army lay with 
the mere galling weight upon the mind of General 
Wjlssingtoh. 

While he was revolving this important subject, Sir 
Henry Clinton and Admiral Arbuthnot returned from 
ftouth-Carolina to New- York, whose garrison now 
consisted of eleven thousand regular troops. The 
proqtect of successful operations against this post wsff 
by the event greatly diminished. In the absence ai 
the British armament it had been proposed by the 

Vol. I. 18 
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American Comn^ander, that the French fleet should, 
B0 soon as it reached the American coast, block up the 
harbour of New- York, and co-operate with the army 
in the attack upon that place. But in this changre of 
circumstances, he conceived it adviseable that tlie 
French squadron should enter the harbour of New- 
port, land their troops, and there wait until a plan of 
joint operation should be formed. 

At length the first division of French 
Jolt 10. troops reached the American shore, consist- 
ing of between 6:ve and six thousand men, 
with a large train of battering and field artiUery . These 
forces were commanded by Count de Rochambeau, 
whose government had placed him under tJie command 
of General Washington. The Count brought infbr- 
mation, that a second division would follow htm ae 
soon as transports could be fitted to bring them. 

The principal French and American officers assidu- 
ously cultivated a mutual affection between the two 
armies ; and the Commander in Chief recommended 
to the officers of the United States to ingraft on the 
American cockade, a white relief, as an emblem of the 
alliance of the two powers. 

At the arrival of the French, the Americans were 
unprepared to act with them, nor did the American 
General know what force would ultimately be brought 
into the field. But it became necessary for him to 
make arrangements with the French commanders for 
offensive operations against the enemy, on the arrival 
of the reinforcements. In this weighty transaction, 
ho consulted the honour and interest of the United 
States, rather than the existing condition of his army. 
Confiding in the successful efiTorts that his country* 
men would, on this occasion make, he communicated 
to Count de Rochambeau, his intention to comply 
with the engagements into which Congress had enter 
ed with the Court of Versailles. 

The solicitude of the General on this subject, ap* 
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pears in the following communicfttioni whielk at the 
time he made to the President of Congress " Pressed 
on all sides by a choice of difficulties, in a moment 
which required deciuon, I have adopted that line of 
conduct which comported with the dignity and faith 
of Congress ; the reputation of these States^ and the 
honour of our arms. I have sent on definitive pro* 
posals of co-operation to the French General and Ad- 
miral. Neither the period of the season, nor a re- 
gard to decency would permit delay. The die is 
cast : and it remains with the States, either to fulfil 
their engagements, preserve their credit^ and support 
their independence, or to involve us in disgrace and 
defeat. Notwithstanding the failure pointed out by 
the Committee, I shall proceed, on the suppomtion 
that they will, ultimately consult their own interest 
and honour, and not to suffer us to fail for the want of 
means which it is evidently in their power to afford. 
What has been done, and is doing by some of the 
States, confirms the opinion I have entertained of suf 
ficient resources in the country. Of the disposition 
of the people to submit to any arrangements for bring- 
ing them forth, I see no reasonable ground to doubt. 
If we fail for the want of proper exertions in any of 
the governments, I trust the responsibility will fall 
where it ought; and that I shall stand justified to 
Congress, my country, and the world." 

The plan of joint operation was formed upon the 
presumption, that the French would maintain a naval 
superiority in the American sea. But soon after the 
arrival of the French, the British on this station, were 
reinforced by a squadron superiour to that which con- 
voyed the troops of His Most Christian Majesty. Sir 
Henry Clinton and Admiral Greaves contemplated an 
attack upon the French in their new station, and afler 
great delay, six thousand troups of the flower of their 
army were embarked, and supported by the fleet, sail*^ 
ed to Huntingdon Bay. But the commanders here 
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iMniiiig the inftpr(yved state of the fortifieationB ai 
II«wpioit| laid laide the expedition. Dnring then 
ittOTemehta, General WtsiriNCTON collected hia ibroe 
and eroesed the North River, with the intention to at'* 
tack New- York, should the British General proceed 
in his attempt against the French. He eoi^dently ex- 
pected in this case to cstablisih himself in some co«i« 
manding position, which would not only compel Ck* 
neral Clinton to abandon his enterprise, but also4aciii« 
tate the snccess of his operations against the city. 
Tiie retnm of Sir Henry induced the American Q^ 
neral to reeross into New -Jersey, and to poet his ann^ 
at Orangetown. To expedite the meditdiitod operatioik 
against New-Tork, he also took possesBion of ground 
abont Dobb's ferry, ten miles above iLtng's bridge, and 
erected works to cominand the river. 

The offensive measures to be pursued by the alliea 
were suspended upon the event if the French naval 
fbree in America being reinforced. Greneral Wasa- 
liroTOH exerted himself to be in the best state of pre* 
paration, to embrace any opportunity that might pre* 
sent to aitnoy the enemy. 

At this critical moment, Congress, against the re 
monstrance of the Commander in Chief, and all his 
Genera] Officers, introduced those essential changei 
in the Quarter Master General's department, whieh 
induced General Green to design the ofiice of Quarter 
Master. Colonel Pickering was appointed his succes- 
sor, who, in the full exorcise of a mind) judicious^ ao* 
tive,' and indefatigable, found it inipussible to executs 
the business of the department on the plan of CongresSb 

The stores of the Commissary foiling, General 
Washington was obliged to open and exhaust the 
magazines of West Point, and to fbrage upon the al- 
ready distressed inhabitants 6£ the country, in the 
neighbourhood of his camp. These deficiencies aft 
the moment that brilliant achievements were general^ 
ly expected, gave a presage of disappointment. 
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The Recond French armament was daily expected, 
Mid GiBneral Washington had ordered a large body 
of mlUtia into the field ; but the difficulty of procur- 
ing subsistence led him to countermand the order for 
their march to camp, although their aid would be es> 
ijBntial in the event of active operations. 

The American and French Commanders 

SxpT. 21. met at Hartford to complete the general 

system of subsequent operations, and they 

agreed to direct their offensive measures against the 

British post in New- York. 

Whilo expectations of immediate and effectual aid 
from France were entertained through the Uniteil 
States, information was brought, that the necond 
armament destined for America was blocked up in the 
harbour of Brest, and would not this season reach the 
American Continent. The flattering prospect of ter- 
minating the war by the (conquest of th^ British posts 
in a moment vanished ; and elevated views of brilliant 
success were succeeded by disappointment and cha- 
grin. General Washington himself had admitted 
the persuasion, that the campaign would end in a de- 
cisive manner ; and he felt the deepest mortification ' 
at its failure. ** We are," he observed in a letter to a 
friend, *' now drawing to a close an inactive campaign, 
the beginning of which appeared pregnant with events 
of a very favourable complexion. I hoped, but I hoped 
in vau),that a prospect was opening which would enable 
me to fix a period to my military pursuits, and restore 
me to domestick life The favourable disposition >f 
Spain, the promised succour from France, the r;om- 
bined force in the West Indies, the declaration of 
Russia, (acceded to by other powers of Europe, hu- 
mJiating to the naval pride and power of Great Bri* 
tain) the superiority of France and Spain by sea in 
Europe, the Irish claims and EngUsh disturbances, 
formed in the aggregate, an opinion in my breast 
which is not very susceptible of peaceful dveams, that 
18 • 
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the hour of deliverance was not far diftant ; for that 
however unwilling Great Britain might be to yield the 
point, it would not be in her power to continue the 
contest Butalaa! These prospects, flattering aa thej 
were, hare proved delusory ; and I see nothing before 
us but accumu!ating distress. We have been half of 
our time without provisions, and are likely to continue 
»}. We have no magazines, nor money to form them. 
We have lived upon expedients, until we can live no 
onger. In a word, the history of the war is a histo 
ry of false hopes and temporary devices, instead of 
system and economy. It is in vain, however, to look 
back, nor is it our business to do so Our case is not 
desperate, if virtue exists in the people, and there is 
wisdom among our rulers. But to suppose that this 
great revolution can be accomplished by a temporary 
army ; that this army will be subsisted by state sup- 
plies, and that taxation alone is adequate to our wants, 
is in my opinion absurd, and as unreasonable as to ex- 
pect an inversion of the order of nature to accommo- 
date itself to our views. If it were necessary, it 
would be easily proved to any person of a moderate 
understanding, that an annual army, or any army 
raised on the spur of the occasion, besides being un- 
qualified for the end designed, is, in various ways, 
which could be enumerated, ten times more expensive 
than a permanent body of men under good organiza 
tion and military discipline; which never was, nor 
ever will be the case with new troops. A thousand 
arguments, resulting from experience and the nature 
of things might also be adduced to prove that the 
. army, if it is to depend on state supplies must disband 
or starve ; and that taxation alone, (especially at this 
late ' hour) cannot furnish the means to carry on the 
war. Is it not time to retract from crrour, and bene- 
fit from experience ? or do we want further proof of 
the ruinous system, we have pertinaciously adhered 
to?" 
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At the time, the coanfry was exhausting its rb« 
tuarees, and Genera] Washinotoit, under mnilmerlt- 
bio embarrassments exerting every power to obtain an 
honourable peace, treason entered the strong hold of 
independence, and planned the destruction of the in- 
fant states of America. General Arnold early ari 

r warmly embraced the American cause. His enter- 
prising spirit, his invincible fortitude, his heroick and 
persevering ardour in battle, had exalted his mili- 
ta^y character in his own country and in Europe. 
Being incapacitated for the duties of the field, by the 

• wounds he received before Quebeck, and at Saratoga, 
he was appointed Commandant in Philadelphia, when 
the British evacuated that city. In this flattering 
command, he adopted a style of living above his 
means, and soon found himself loaded with debt. To 
relieve himself he entered into various schemes of 
speeulrtion, and was unsuccessful in all. Hollow act 
heart, he had recourse to fraud and peculation. Thciw) 
practices rendered him odious to th6 citizens, and gave 
offence to government. At length formal complaints 
were lodged against him ; and Congress ordered his 
trial by a Court Martial. By tins Court he was found 
guilty, and sentenced to be reprimanded by the Com- 
mander in Chief The sentence was appr6ved by 
Congress, and carried into execution by General 
Washikgton. In the gold that was to reward his 
treason, Arnold expected relief from his pecuniary em- 
barrassments ; and his implacable spirit sought its re- 
venge of his country by betraying into the hand of 
her enemy the post that had been called the Gibraltar 
of America. 

West I'oint was the first post in importance within 
the United States. Its great natural strength bad been 
increased by every expense and labour of fortification ; 
and it was an object on which General Washivotoh 
perpetually kept his eye. This fortress Arnold select- 
ed to give consequence to bis apostsicy. By the sui- 
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render of this into the hands of the British commander, 
he expected to ensure a high price for his treason, and, 
at the same moment, to mflict a mortal wound upon 
hii country. His measures were artfully adopted to 
accomplish his perfidious purpose. He obtained a 
letter from a member of Congress to General Wash- 
IHOTON, recommending him to the command of this 
important post. He induced General Schuyler to 
mention to the Commander in Chief, his desire to re- 
join the army, and .lis inclination to do garrison duly 
At the time General Washington was moving 

*down to New-Tork, when Sir Henry Clinton had em-< 
barked a large body of troops, with the design to attack 
the French at Newport, he offered the command of 
the left wing of the army to General Arnold, who de- 
clined on the plea that his wound unfitted him for the 
active duties of the field ; but he intimated a desire to 
command at West Point. Knowing his amb*«^ion for 
mi^tary fame, the General was surprised that Arnold 
declined this favourable opportunity to distinguish 
himself; but tho purity of his own mind forbade him 
to suspect an officer of treason, whose blood had been 
fireely shed in the cause of hia country, and he grati- 
fied him with the solicited command. 

Under fictitious names, and in the disguise of mer- 
cantile business, Arnold had already opened a corre- 
spondence with Sir Henry Clinton through Major 
Andrei Adjutant General of the British army. To 
hiiii th^ British General committed the maturing of 
Arnold's treason, and to facilitate measures for its exe- 
cution, the Vulture sloop of war conveyed him up the 
North river. Under a pass for John Anderson, Andr^ 
came on shore in the night, and had a personal inter- 
view with Arnold without the American works. The 
morning opened upon them before their business was 

, accomplished. Arnold told Andr6 that his return on 
board the Vulture by daylight was impracticable, and 
that he muKt be concealed until *he next night. For 
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Uav purpose he was conducted within all Ameriteali 
post) and speht the day with Arnold. In the coarse 6f 
the day a gun was brought to bear on thb Vultute, 
which obliged her to shift her station ; and at lught 
the boatmen on this account refused to earrjr Andr6 
on board the sloop. 

The return to New York by land, was the only al- 
ternative left. To render the attempt the more iafb, 
Major Andr6 laid aside his uniform, which he had y^t 
worn under a surtout, and in a plain coat, oh horse- 
back, began his journey. He was furnidied with a 
passport signed by Arnold, in which p6rmiiido)i irail 
granted to John Anderson ** to go to th6 lines olTl^itifr 
Plains, or lower if he thought proper, he beilig <^ 
publick service." Alone, and without having <izcit6(il 
suspicion, he passed the American gMrdi, atld WM 
silently congratulating himself that hd had paiMd^ iill 
danger, when his imaginary security wns distUirb^ by 
three militia men, who were scouring the ccUntry be- 
tween the outposts of the hostile armies. They sud- 
denly seized the bridle of his horse, tod chaltonged 
his business in that place. The sul^hie of the ni«4- 
ment put him off his guard, and itttftdftd of showing 
his pass, ho hastily asked the men, " where do yoti be- 
long?" they answered, ''to below," meaning New-Tork. ' 
The Major instantly replied, *' so do I." He declared 
^ims^f to be a British officer, and pressed for pertttis- 
sion to proceed on the urgent busineas on whi6h h^ 
was employed. 

The mistake was soon apparent, and he ofibred thd 
nbn a purse of gold and a valuable gold watoh, for 
permission to pass ; and on condition that they would 
accompany him to the city, he promised them preitent 
reward and future proaotion. But the pAtriotistti of 
these yeomen could not be bribed. 

They proceeded to search Andr6, and found i^ctm^ 
in his eoots, in the hand w^ttmg of Arttdld, e±acC itl^ 
Ittms df the state of the forces, ordnance, tittd ddftfafteb 
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of West Pomt, with critical remarks on the works, and 
other important papers. They conducted their prison* I 

er to Lieutenant Colonel Jameson, who commanded 
the troops on the lines. Their names were Job* I 

Paulding, David Williams, and Isaac Van Vert. Con i 

gress eyentually settled on each of them an annua) | 

pension of two hundred dollars during life • and pre> | 

•ented each with a silver medal, on one side of wliicb 
was a shield with the inscription <* Fidelity y* and on 
the other the motto ** Amor Patriie.'* 

Andr4 still passed as John Anderson, and requested 
permission to write to General Arnold to inform him 
that Andersen was detained. The Colonel thought- 
lessly permitted the letter to be sent. Colonel Jame- 
■on forwarded to Gteneral Washington the papers 
fonnd on the prisoner, and a statement of the manner 
In which he was taken. The General was then on 
his return from Hartford, and the express unfortunately 
took a road different from that on which he was tra> 
yelling, and passed him. This occasioned so great loss 
of time, that Arnold having received Andre's letter, 
made his esci4>e on board the Vulture, before the or- 
der for his arrest arrived at West Point. 

As soon as Andr6 thought that time had been given 
for Arnold to make bis escape, he threw off the dis- 
guise which was abhorrent to his nature, and assumed 
his appropriate character of ingenuousness and honour. - 
The express which conveyed the intelligence of his 
capture, was charged with a letter from him to €re- 
lieral Washington, in which, he declared Lis name 
and rank, stated that he had, by order of his General, 
Sir Henry Clinton, con-esponded with Arnold, that 
his intention was to have met him on neutral ground, 
and that against his stipulation he had been brought 
within an American post. Attempting to make his 
escape from it he had been betrayed into the vile con- 
dition of an enemy in disguise, and he requested that, 
« wAatevei his fate might be, a decency o^ treatment 
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might be obeerved, which would mark, that though 
unfortunate he was branded with nothing that was dia* 
honourable, and that he was involuntarily an impostor. 
The decorous and manly deportment of Andr6 greatly 
interested in his favour the American army and nation. 
He was endowed with properties to conciliate general 
esteem. His character is thus beautifully painted by 
the late General Hamilton, who without envy might 
have contemplated his eminent qualities, for they were 
not equal to hie own. *^ There was something singu- 
iarly interesting in the character of Andr6. To an ez- 
eellent understanding, well improved by education and 
travel, he united a peculiar elegance of mind and man- 
ners, and the advantages of a pleasing person. It ie 
said that he possessed a pretty taste for the fine arts^ 
and had himself attained some proficiency in poetry, 
musick, and painting. His knowledge appeared with- 
out osteatation, and embellished by a diffidence that 
rarely accompanies so many talents and accomplish- 
ments, which left you to suppose more than appeared. 
His sentiments were elevated and inspired esteem, 
they had a softness th^t conciliated affection. His elo 
eution was handsome, his address easy, polite, and in- 
sinuating. By his merit he had acquired the unlimited 
confidence of his General, and ws making rapid pro- 
gress in military rank and reputation. But in the 
height of his career, flushed with new hopes from the 
I execution of a project the most beneficial to his party 

I that could be devised, he is at once precipitated from 

the summit of prosperity, sees all the expectations of 
his ambition blasted, and himself ruined. The charac 
ter I have given of him is drawn partly from what I 
saw of him myself, and partly from information. I am 
aware that a man of real merit is never seen in so fa- 
vourable a light as through the medium of adversity. 
The clouds that surround him are sq many shades that 
set off his good qualities. Misfortune cuts down little 
vanities, that in prosperous times serve as so man* 
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g|ioto lA kit virtues ; and gives a tone to Luroanity 1^ 
makes his worth more amiable. 

** Hia spectators, who enjoy a hi^tpier lot, are less 
prone to detract from it through envy ', and are mneh 
disposed by compassion to give the credit he deeervea,' 
and perhaps even to magnify it/* 

Greneral Washikotom referred the case of Major 
Andr6 to a Board of fbnrteen Creneral officers. 0£ 
this Boanl General Qreen was President, and the fb^ 
iMga Geperals La i^yette and Steuben were members. 
They were to determine in what character ho was to 
be considered, and wh^t punishment oaghttobein- 
flioted. This Board treated their prisoner with the vAr 
most delicacy and tei^demess. They desired him to 
answer no question that embarrassed his feelings. 
Bot, concerned only for his honour, he frankly eon- 
fiissed he did not come on £^ore under the sanction of 
a flag, and stated so fully all facts respecting himself, 
that it became unnecessary to examine a single wit- 
ness ; but he cautiously guarded against communica- 
tions which would involve the gu^t of others. 

The Board reported the important &ctB in the case, 
and gave it as their opinion that Andr^ was a Spy, and 
that agreeably to the laws and usages of nations, he 
ought to suffer death. His execution took place next 
day. 

Andr6 was reconciled to death, but not to the mode 
of dying, which the laws of war had assigned to per- 
sons in his situation. He wished to die as a soldier, 
not as a criminal. In language, which proved him 
possessed of the nicest feelings of heroism and honour, 
he wrote to General Washingtok, soliciting that he 
might not die on a gibbet : but the stern maxims of 
justice foibade a compliance with the request, although 
t^e senability of the General was wounded by a refii- 
sal. 

Major Andr^ walked with composure to the place 
«f ejEecution between two American officers. When 
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he beiinld the inBtruinent of nls fate, he asked with 
gome emotion, '^ must I die in this manner ?'* '' It i* 
anavoidable/' was the answer. He replied, '' I am re 
conciled to my fate, bat not to the mode ;** but imme 
diately added, " it will be but a momentary pang.' 
With a countenance of serenity and magnanimiti 
which melted the heart of every spectator, ho mount 
ed the cart. Being asked at the iatal moment if h« 
wished to say any thing, only that ** you. will witness 
to the world, that 1 die like a brave man." 

Never, perhaps, did an execution of this kind more 
deeply interest the finer feelings of human nature. 

The General officers, who reported his case, lament- 
ed the necessity they were under to advise that as a 
spy he should be hung ', and the heart of General 
Washington was wrung with anguisn when he sign- 
ed his death warrant. But the fatal wound that would 
have been inflicted on the country, had Arnold's trea- 
son succeeded, made the sacrifice necessary for the 
pubiick safety. The American oiBcers universally 
discovered a sympathy for the unfortunate sufiercr, 
bnd Ihe sensibility of the pubiick was greatly excited 
on the occasion. 

Great, but unavailing endeavours had beed used by 
Sir Henry Clinton to pave Major Andr6. Even Ar- 
nold had the presumption to write a threatening letter 
to General Washingtos on the subject. The Gene- 
ral deigned not to answer his letter, but he conveyed 
to him his wife and his baggage. The merits and the 
fate of Andr6 gave a darker shade to the ba^'euess and 
treachery of Arnold, and he became an object of pub- 
lick detestation and abliorrence. " Andre," observ<%d 
General Washington in a letter to a friend, " has met 
his fate with tliat fortitude which wns to be expected 
from an accomplished man and gallant officer ; but 1 
am mistaken if at this time Arnold is undergoing the 
torments of a mental holl. He wants feeling: from . 
some traits of his «Iiaracter, which liave lately cornn 

Vol. I H) 
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to my knowledge, ne seems to have been so hackney- 
ed in crime, so lost to all sense of honour and shame, 
that while his faculties still enable liim to continue his 
sordid pursuits, there will be no time for remorse.'** 

Arnold published at New- York, an address to the 
inhabitants of America, and a proclamation to the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the American army. In these 
publications, he attempted to sow the seeds of disaffec- 
tion t.0 the government among the citizens, and to al- 
lure, oy the prospect of emolument and promotion, 
numbers from the army to the British standard ; but 
these publications met with universal indignation and 
contempt. During the whole period of the revolution- 
ary war, the infamous Arnold was the only American 
officer who deserted his banners, and turned his sword 
against th« bosom of his country. 

On the discovery of the defection of Arnold, Gen- 
eral Washington strengthened the garrison of West 
Point, and moved the army to a position to support it, 
should Sir Henry Clinton make an attempt to carry 
the post. But although he had acquired a correct 
knowledge of its works, and was assistad by the ad- 
vice of Arnold, he was not inclined to hazard the as- 
sault unaided by plot and stratagem. 

The state of the army lay perpetually upon tho 
mind of the Commander in Chief. Not wholly dis- 
couraged by former unsuccessful attempts to persuade 
( 'ongress to adopt a permanent military establishment, 
he embraced the inactive period of this campaign 
once more to address that honourable body on this 
important subject. 

* Colonel Hamilton jn a* private letter to a fiiend unfolded , 
the practices to which General Washington here alhides. 
" This man (Arnold) is in every sense despicable. In addition 
to the scene of knavery and pi'ostitutivin nuriu^ his commatid 
in Philartelnhia, which the late seizure of his papers bns I'n- 
foHed, the liistory uf his command at West Point i;. a history 



of little as well as g-^eat villanies. He practised every diny 
art of peculation and even stooped to connexions witli toe 
lers of the garrison to defraud the publick.'' 
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Ills letter was dated as early as August, while ex- 
erting himself to be in» readiness to co-opcrato with 
the French troops, and he observed, 

^' But while we are meditating oiTensive operations 
which may either not be undertaken at all, or being 
undertaken may fail, I am persuaded Congress are not 
inattentive to the present state of the army, and wili 
view in the same light with me the necessity of pro- 
viding in time against a period (the first of January) 
when one half of our present force will dissolve. The 
shadow of an army that will remain, will have every 
motive, except more patriotism, to abandon the service, 
without the hope, which has hitherto supported them, 
of a change lor the better. This is almost extinguish- 
ed now, and cortainiy will not outlive the campaign, 
unices it tunlM something more to rest upon. This is 
a truth of which every spectator of the dif- tress of the 
a/my cannot help being convinced. Tliose at a dis- 
t»ince may speculate diireronlly ; but on the spot an 
opinion to the contrary, judging human nature on the 
usual scale, would be chimerical. 

" The honourable the Committee of Congress, who 
have seen and heard for themselves, will add their tes- 
timony to mine; and the wisdom and justice of Con- 
gress cannot fail to give it the most sorious attention. 
To me it will appear miraculous, if our affairs can 
maintain themselves much longer in their present 
train. If either the temper or resources of the coun- 
try will not admit of an alteration, wo may rxpecf 
foon to be reduced to the humiliating condition of 
seeing the cause of America, m Amcri'^a, upheld by 
foreign arms. The generosity of our allies has a 
claim to all our confidence, and all our gratitude ; but 
it is neither for the honour of America, nor for the 
Interest of the common cause, to leave the work en* 
Jreiy to them." 

After assigning his reasons for the opinion thet 
Great Britain would oontiaua the war he proceedf. 
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**' The inference from these reflections ia, that we 
cannot count upon a speed/ end to the war ; and tlial 
it is the true policy of America not to content herself 
with temporary expedients, but to endeavour, if possi- 
ble, to give consistency and validity to her measures. 
An essential step to this will be immediately to devise 
a plan and put it in execution, for providing men in 
time to replace those who will leave us at the end of 
the year, and for subsisting and for making a reasona- 
bl9 allowance to the officers and soldiers. 

** The plan for this purpose ought to be of general 
operation, and such as v/ill execute itself. Experience 
has shown that a peremptory draught will be the only 
effectual one. If a draught* for the war or for three 
years can be effected, it ought to Le made on every ac- 
count ; a shorter period than a year is inadmissible. 

" To one who has been witness to the evils brought 
upon us by short enlistments, the system appears tc 
have been pernicious beyond description ; and a crowd 
of motives present thimselves to dictate a change. It 
nnay easily be shown that all the misfortunes we have 
met with in the military line are to be attributed to 
this cause. 

" Had we formed a permanent army in the begin- 
ning, which, by the continuance of the same men in 
service, had been capable of discipline, we never 
should have had to retreat with a handful of mor axsron 
the Delaware, in 1776, trembling for the state of Ame- 
rica, which nothing but the infatuation of the enemy 
could have saved ; we should not have remained all 
the succeeding winter at their mercy, with sometimes 
scarcely a sufficient body of men to mount the ordi- 
nary guards, liable at every moment to be dissipated, 
if they had only thought proper to march against us ; 
we should not have been under the necessity of fight- 
mg at Brandywine, with an unequal number of raw 
troops, and afterwards of seeing Philadelphia fall « 
prey to a victorious armv ; we should nni have been at 
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Valley Forge with less thau half the force of the ene- 
my, destitute of every thing, in a situation neither to 
resist nor to retire ; we should not have seen New- 
York left with a handful of nieui yet an overmatch for 
the main army of thefw states, while the principal part 
of their force was detached for the reduction of two 
of them 'f we should not have found ourselves this 
ffpring so weak as to bo insulted by five thousand men, 
unable to protect our baggage and magazines, their 
security depending on a good countenance, and a want 
of enterprise in the enemy ; we should not have been 
the greatest part of the war inferiour to the enemy, 
indebted for our safety to their inactivity, enduring 
frequently the mortification of seeing invitmg oppor- 
tunities to ruin them, pass unimproved for want of a 
forco which the country was completely able to aiTord; 
to see the couulry ravaged, our towns burnt, the in- 
habitants plun<lured. abused, murdered with impunity 
from tlie same ca^ise. 

*' There m ov jtj reason to believe the war has been 
protracted on this account. Our opposition being less, 
made the successes of the enemy greater. The fluc- 
tuation of the army kept alive tha'T hopes; and at 
every period of the dissolution of a considerable part 
of it, they have flattered themselves with some do- 
oisive advantages. Had we kept a permanent army on 
foot{ the enemy could have had nothing to hope for, 
and would, in all probability, have listened to terms 
long since. If the army is left in its present situation, 
it must continue as encouragement to the efforts of tne 
ettemy ; if it is put in a respectable one, it must have 
a contrary eifcct, and nothing i believe will tend more 
to give us peace the ensuing winter. It will be an 
interesting winter. Many circumstances will contri- 
bute to a negotiation. An army on foot, not only for 
another campaign, but for many campaigns, would de- 
termine the enemy to pacifick measures, and enable us 
to insist upon favourable terms in forcible language. 
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An army insignificant in numbers, dissatisfied, crum- 
bling to pieces, would be the str<*ngest temptation tbey 
could have to try the experiment a little longer. It 
is an old maxim, that the surest way to make a good 
peace, is to bo prepared for war.** 

Congress having at length resolved to new model 
the army, determined upon the number of regiments 
of infantry and cavalry, which shouM compose their 
military establishment, and apportioned upon the seve- 
ral states their respective quotas. The states were re- 
quired to raide their men for the war, and to h%y« 
them in the field by the first of the next January : 
but provision was made, that if any state should find 
it impracticable to raise its quota by the first of De- 
cember, this state might supply the deficiency by men 
engaged to serve for a period not short of one year. 

This arrangement of Congress was subinr.ted to 
the Commander in Chief, and his opinion desired upon 
it. He in a respectful manner stated his objections to 
the plan. The number of men contemplated was, he 
conceived, too small, and he proposed that tiie number 
of privates in each regiment should be increased- In- 
stead of distinct rcgime.ntp of cavalry, he recommend- 
ed legionary corps, that the horse might always be 
supported by the infantry attached to them. He de- 
plored the necessity of a dependence on state agency 
to recruit and support the army, and lamented that 
Congress had made provision for the deficiency of any 
state to procure men for the war, to bo supplied by 
temporary draughts ; because, he conceived that the 
ptates upon the urgent requisition of Congress, would 
have brought their respective quotas into the field for 
the war ; but tho provision for deficiency being made, 
their exertions would be weak, and the alternative 
generally embraced. He warmly recommended ho* 
nourable provision for the otiicers. 

The repeated remonstrances of General Washiito* 
TOH, supportea bv the chastisements of experience, 



17W0.J LIFR OF WASHINGTON. 823 

finally induced Congress to lay aside their jealousy cf 
a standing army, and to adopt a military establish 
ment for tne war. 

The expected superiority of the French at sea ftU- 
ing, the residue of the campaign passed away without 
any remarkable event. The hostile armies merely 
watched each other's motions, until the inclemency 
of the season forced them into winter quarters. The 
Pennsylvania line wintered at Morristown ; the Jersey 
line about Pompton on the confines of New>York and 
New-Jersey ; and the troops belonging to the New- 
England Sf sites at West Point and its vicinity, on both 
sides of the North river. The New- fork line had pru 
viously been stationed at Albany, to oppose any inva 
sion that might be made fromi Canada, and here it ri 
Diained llirough the winter. 
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i?81. ARNOLD, having been appointed a Brigadier 
€klb«MK! in the llrititih army, was with about sixteen 
liondted iheh detached to invade Virginia. With his 
lu^dd labips he sailed np James* river, and at Rich- 
mbhd ^d other places destroyed pnblick and private 
ptdpeity to a great amount. Hd at length indicated m 
=<iMsi^ M diublish a permanent post at Portsmouth. 

The French fleet since its arrival on the Ameri6ah 
0<MUrt had been blocked up in tiie harbbur of Newport, 
and the land forces had remained inactive In that town. 
Ito about this time the British blockading squadron 
MfFerftd by a violem storm, and a temporary superiority 
imu ^rveh to the French. 

-Oetewiil Washington thought that t, fiur opportu 
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nity preiented to strike a deciiive blow at the British 
detachment in Virginia, and to obtain the person of 
Arnold. In pursuance of this scheme, the General 
detached the Marquis La Fayette to Virginia with 
twelve hundred of the American infantiy : at the same 
time he requested the co-operation of the French from 
Rhode Island. The commanding officers gladly em- 
braced the opportunity to engage in active services, 
that might prove advantageous to their American al- 



On the death of Admiral Temay, ^ Newport, the 
command of the fleet devolved on Destonches. In 
compliance with the request of General Washin gtoit, 
he sailed with his whole squadron for the 
' Chesapeak, having eleven hundred land 
troops on board. The British Admiral Arbuthnot hav- 
ing repaired the damages sustained by the storm, im- 
mediately followed the French, and on the 25th an 
action took place between the two hostile fleets. The 
battle ended without loss to either fleet, but the fruits 
« of victory were on the side of the English. The joint 
expedition was frustrated, the French returned to New- 
port, and Arnold was rescued from the fate which he 
merited. 

The winter of 1781 in a degree renewed the privations 
and sufferings of the American army. The men were 
badly clothed and scantily fed ; and they had served 
almost a year without pay. Without murmuring they 
long endured their accumulated distresses. But the 
fortitude of the firmest men may be worn down. Dis 
heartened by their sufferings, despairing of relief, and 
dissatisfied, that their country did not make more ef- 
fectual exertions for their support, the spirit of mutiny 
broke out with alarming appearances. 

The Pennsylvania line stationed at Morristown, with 
the exception of three regiments, revolted. On a coih 
certed signal, the non-conimisRioned officers and pri- 
vates turned out with thoir arms, and announced the 
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Jesign of marching to the seat of Congress, thffre to 
eipand a redress of their intolerable grievances. Thf 
iputiny de^ed opposition. In the attempt to quell it, 
<^ne officer was killed, and several dangerously wound- 
ed. General Wayne, in a threatening attitude, drew 
1^ pistol, the mutineers presented their bayonets to 
hisbreast and said, " General, we love and respect ypu, 
but if you fire, you are a dead man. We are. not going 
to the enemy, on the contrary if they were now to cpme 
out, you should see us fight under your orders with ap 
much alacrity as ever ; but we will no longer be amus- 
ed, we are determined on obtaining what is our just 
due." Thirteen hundred of them, under officers of 
tiieir own election, marched in order for Princeton 
with their arms and six field pieces. They coqmiitted 
no oth^r act of violence, than to demand of the inha 
bitante p^ovUiions for their necessary support. 

Congress sent a Committee of their own body to 
confer with them. They demanded the redress oiT 
their grievances as the basis of accommodation. Sir 
Henry Clinton sent out agents to invite them to his 
standard, promising them more advantageous Urms 
than those demanded of Congress. They with indig 
nation rejected his proposals, and delivered over His 
emissaries to General Wayne, who hanged them as 
spies. President Reed offered the mutineers a purse 
of a hundred guineas as a reward for the surrender 
of the British emissaries. This they refused, declaring 
that '' what they had done was only a duty they owed 
their country, and they neither desired, nor would re- 
ceive any reward but the approbation of that country, 
for which they had so often fought and bled.** 

The Council of Pennsylvania appointed Mr. Re^d, 
their President, and General Potter, a Committee to 
compromise with the soldiery, to whom the^entlemen 
firom Congress transferred their powers. The Com- 
mittee felt themselves compelled to yield more to the 
demands of these soldiers in a state of mutiny, than 
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•rery poMible exertion to obviate them, lie had re* 
peatedlj ihade known the urgent wants o^ the armj 
to CongroM and to the states, and had sent officers <» 
the greatest influence into tHe respective governments 
to eijforce his statements. 

The mind of G.eneral Washington sunk not under 
his embarrassments. He had fully reflected upon the 
dangers incident to his situation, and his reSi>lutioii 
rose to meet them. While pondering upon his despe- 
rate prospects, he received the grateful intelligence, 
that the government of France had loaned the United 
States tax millions of livres, a part of which sum was 
advanced in arms and clothing for the army ; and a 
part puid to the draughts of General WASUiNom^. 
Information was also gi^en, that this government Eadf 
resolved to employ a respectable fleet in the Americtm 
■eas the next summer. 

The plan of vigorous operations was resumed, and 
it ivas determined by General WASHXNtrroN and the 
French commanders, that New-Tork should be the 
first object of their attack. On this occasion the Com- 
mander in Chief addressed letters to the Executives 
of the New-England states, and of New-Jersey, ear- 
nestly calling upon them to tiM up their battalions, and 
to furnish their quotas of provision. 

The near prospect of terminatinfg the war animated 
these States to unufual exertions. The number of 
men indeed fell short of the requisition of Congress ; 
but effectual measures were adopted to supply the 
army with provisions, lender the system of state re- 
quisition; meat, spirit, and .salt were drawn from New 
England. A convention of delegates ttoai thesie staiea 
met at Providence and adopted a system of monthly 
•applies, through the campaign. A*s soon as this plan 
eould be carried into operation, the supplies of these 
artielet were regular and competent. 

Requisitions 6f flour were made from New-Tork» 
New-Jersey, and Pennsylvania. New-Tork and New 
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imtwmf^ having been much exhausted by the depreda* 
tione of the enemy, and by the necessary improssmenta 
of the American army, Uie chief dependence for thi* 
eweuiial article was placed on Pennsylvania. The; 
Legudatnre of the. state was not vigorous in its mea^ 
■ores, and a scarcity of flour was apprehended. 

At' this: period, Mr. Robert Morris of Philadelphia, 
a member of Gongiress firom that state, a merchant of 
much intelligeime and enterprise, was entrusted with 
the management of the finances of the United States 
To him the Legislature of Pennsylvania transferred 
tbB taxes appropriated to furnish the requisitions of 
Congress upon that state; and he in consequence 
mntracted to supply the national reqmsition. By 
Ids personal agency and credit, he established tem«> 
porary funds, amply supplied the army with flour, and 
furnished the Quarter Master General with the means 
sffiMrtually to execute the duties of his department. 
Throng the campaign the movements of the army 
were made with facility and expedition. 

In June, the French troops marched from Newport 
toftiie Head Quarters of the American army. As they 
approached the North river, General Washington lai^ 
a.plan to surprise Uie British works at King's bridge 
On the night of the 2d of July, the plan was to be car;' 
ried into execution. At tiiis time it was expected 
Count iRochambeau would reach the scene of action, 
tu assist in maintaining the ground, which the Amerio 
ean troops might gain. To secure his co-operation, 
the Commander in Chief sent an Aid to the Count re- 
questing him to direct ius route to King's bridge, and 
to regulate hiit march in such a manner as to be at that 
plttce by the «peoified time. 

To mask the design, and to give a reason for the 
movMnent of the American army, which might not 
«icite the suspicion of the British Commander, Gene- 
H(1h Washimoton, in orders on the 30th of June men* 
tioned that a junction with th(^ French troops might 

Vol. n. 2 
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■oon be expected. He, in sabsequent orden, gave in* 
formation ** that the French army would not come to 
that ground, and as the General was desirona of show 
ing all the respect in his power to those generous al 
lies, who were hastening with the zeal of friends, and 
the ardour of soldiers, to share the fiitigues and dan-* 
gers of the campaign, be proposed to receive them at 
some other more convenient place ; and for this pur<r 
pose would march the whole line of the American ar« 
ray at three in the morning." 

General Lincoln was appointed to command the 
detachment, which was to assail the works at King's 
bridge, and on the night of the 1st of July, he embark- 
ed in boats at Teller's point, and with muffled oars 
passed down the North river, imdiscovered, to Dobb*s 
ferry. At this place his boats and his men were con- 
cealed. He reconnoitred the works to be attacked, 
and found that a British detachment which had been 
some time in New-Jersey, had returned, and was en- 
camped in force on the north end of York Island, and 
that an armed ship was in such a manner, stationed in 
the river, as to render it impossible for the American 
boats, without discovery, to approach the landing place. 
The attempt upon the enemy was of course relinqnish 
ed 

General Washinoton extended his orders to an en- 
terpris), to bo carried into effect, should the attempt 
on King's bridge fail. This was to bear off a corps of 
emigrants which, underthe command of Colonel De* 
lancy, was posted above the British. The execution 
of this plan was lefl principally with the French, and 
Genera] Lincoln was directed to take a position that 
would prevent the retreat of Delancy, and protect the 
flanks of the French from the British reinforcements 
firom the Island. But the French troops did not m ' 
season reach the scene of action. %nd this scheme also 
failed. At day light a sharp skirmie^ took place Ite- 
tween General Lincoln and a party of British light 
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troo|Mi. Then retreated to York Island as General 
Washikotok approached, who had moved the army 
to support his detachments, and to follow np any ad 
Tantage they might gain. On the sixth of July, Count 
Rochambeaa joined the American army at Dobb's 
forry. 

Early in August Count de Barrass, who had suc- 
eeeded to the command of the French fleet at Rhode 
lalandy informed General Wabhington, that the Count 
de Grasse was to have sailed from the West Indies the 
8d of that month for the Chesapeak, with twenty-fire 
iiiips of the line, and three thousand land troqps. 

It became necessary to determine absolutely on the 
plan of operation. The battalions in the army, under 
the immediate command of Greneral Wabhiitoton were 
not 61II ; it was known that the garrison at New-Tork 
had received a very considerable reinforcement ; and 
the French marine officers appeared not ardent in the 
plan to attack the harbour of this city. 

For these considerations General Washiitotov de 
termined to relinquish the attempt on New- York, and 
to march to Virginia to lay siege to the post of Lord' 
Cornwallis at Yorktown. Having resolved on this 
plan, he in a private manner adopted measiues for iu 
execution. 

The defence of West Point and of the other posts on 
the Hudson was committed to General Heath, and a 
large portion of the troops raised in the Nortliem 
States was for this service left under his command. 
General Wabhinoton resolved in person to conduct 
the Virgrinia expedition. The troops under Count Ro 
chambeau, and strong detachments from the American 
army, amounting to more than two thousand men, and 
consisting of the light infantry, Lamb's artillery and 
several other corps were destined for this expedition. 
By' the 25th of August the whole body, American and 
French, had crossed the North river. 

An intBrcepted letter of General Washinoton'Si in 
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which he eommimioated, mt the result of « comuJt** 
tion with the French eemmanden, the deeign to «t 
tack New-Tork, had ezeited the appreheniione of tbe 
British General for the eafetj of that city. Thia m^ 
prehension was kept aliTe, and the real ciijeot of tbe 
Americans concealed, by preparations for an encamp- 
ment in New-Jersey opposite to Staten bland, by the 
rout of the American army, and other appearances m» 
dicating an intention to besiege New-Tork ; and tht 
troops had passed the Delaware out of reach of snnoyw 
anee, before Sir Henry suspected their destmatian. 

General WASHivoTOir pressed forward with the nt* 
most expedition, and at -Chester fae reeei^ed 
SxpT. 3. the important intelUgence, that Count 4» 
Grasse had arrived with hiis fleet in ths 
Chesapeak, and that the Marqois St. Simon had, wkk 
a body of three thousand land forces, joined Hm Mai^ 
quisLaTayette. Having directed the iroute of hbarmjr 
from the head of Elk, he, aooompanied by Rochaa 
«eao, Chatelleux, Du Portail, and Knox, proceeded to 
Virginia. They reached Willismsbarg the 14th ef 
September, and immediately repaired on board the Vilte 
de Paris, to settle with Count de Grasse the plaa of 
operation. 

g ^ The Count afterwards wrote GeBeral 
Washinotov, that, judj^ng his confined 
situation to be unfavourable for a naval engagement, 
he should sail to meet the English at sea or to block 
them up in the harbour of New-York. General Was^ 
iKOTOir apprehending that the sqccessfol issue ef tfa0 
expedition, which he had conceived morally certain, 
might by this measure be defeated, sent m despatch by 
the Marquis La Fayette to the Count, to dissuade him 
from it. The Count consented to conform himself to 
the wishes of the American General, and renuuned «t 
anchor in the bay of the Chesapeak. 

The whole body of American and Frendi troopt 
ivaehed Williamsburg by the 25th of September At 
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tiiis place the allied forces were joined by a detach- 
ment of the militia of Virginia, under the command 
of Govemour Nelson. Preparations were soon made 
to besiege Torktown. 

The rivers, York and James, form a long and nar- 
row peninsula, and Lord Cornwallis had chosen a po- 
sition on the south side of York river as a military 
post, and had strongly fortified it. Opposite to York- 
town on the north shore is Gloucester Point, which 
projects into the river, and at this place reduces its 
widtli to one mile. This point his Lordship aVo pos 
•essed, and fortified. Between these postF the river is 
deep, and ships of the line may here ride in safety. 
The communication between Yorktown and Glouces- 
ter Point was defended by batteries on shore, and by 
several armed ships in the river. The body of the 
British army was encamped about Yorktown, within 
a range of redoubts and field works, erected to com- 
mand the peninsula, which at this place is not more 
than eight miles wide, and to impede the approach of 
an assaulting enemy. Colonel Tarleton with six or 
seven hundred men defended Gloucester. 

On the 28th, the main body of the allied army moved 
down towards Yorktown, driving before them troops 
of horse, and the piquets of the enemy. The columns, 
as they reached the ground assigned them, encamped 
for the night and lay upon their arms. The next day 
was employed in reconnoitring the enemy's position, 
PI which service Colonel Scammel, an officer of merit, 
was mortally wounded, and taken prisoner. A force 
consisting of about two thousand French and Ameri- 
cans, under the command of the French General de 
Choise, was stationed on the north side of the river, 
to watch and restrain the enemy in Gloucester. 

The French and Americans were employed until 
the 6th of October, in conveying t*>eir artillery and 
stores firom the landim^ place to camp. On the night 
<»f that day, t\iey broke ground within six hundred 

Vol. IL 2» 
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Ttf^ «f the BritiBh linei ; and the first parallel WM 
«orapleted with IttUe 1o«l On the 9th and 10th, gom 
were moonted on the works, and the batteries began 
to play, with visible efiect, on the lines of the enemj. 
Many of their guns were soon silenced) and their works 
damaged. By the 11th, the enemy scarcely returned 
a shot. The shells and red hot baJls of the besiegen 
reached the British shipping in the river, and set the 
Charon frigate of forty-foar gnns, and several large 
transports on fire, which were entirely C(niSQmed. A 
spirit '^f emulation animated the troops of both nations, 
and the siege was prosecnted with vigour and efiTect 
On the night of the 11th, the second parallel was be- 
gun within three hundred yards of the British lines. 
The working parties were not discovered until day- 
light, when the trenches were in a situation to cover 
the men. Three days were spent in completing the 
batteries of this parallel, which time the British inde- 
fatigably employed upon their lines. They opened new 
embrasures, and their fire was more destructive than 
at any previous period of the siege. Two redoubts in 
particular, advanced in fi-ont of the British lines, and 
' which flanked the second parallel of the Americans, 
gave great annoyance ; and it was deemed necessary 
to carry them by storm. 

To prevent national jealousy, and to keep alive the 
spirit of emulation, the attack of one was assigned to 
the American troops, and that of the other to the 
French. The Marquis La Fayette commanded the 
American detachment consisting of light infantry, 
which was designed to act against the redoubt near 
the river, and the Baron de Viomincl, with the grena- 
diers and chasseurs of his nation, was ordered to storm 
the redoubt nearer to the British right. Colonel Hamil- 
ton, who through this campaign commanded a bat- 
talion of light iufantry, led the advanced corps of the 
Americans to the assault, while Colonel Laurens 
turned the redoubt and attacked in tlie rear, to pre- 
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'vent the retreat of the garrison. Without giving time 
lor the abattis to be removed, and without firing a gun, 
the Americans gallantly assaultedi and instantly car* 
ried the works. Their loss was one sergeant and eight 
privates killed ; and six officers, and twenty-six rank 
«nd file wounded. The garri-'oi! war commanded by 
ft Major, and consisted of about fifty men. Of these, 
mirht privutes were killed, a few individuals escaped, 
«Bd the residue were made prisoners.* 

The redoubt attacked by the French was garrisoned 
by one hundred and twenty men, it made more resist- 
ftnoe and was overcome at the loss of near one hundred 
nien. Of the garrison eighteen were killed, and three 
officers and about forty privates were made prisoners. 

The Commander in Chief was highly pleased with 
the gallantry of the attacking troops on this occasion. 
In general orders he congratulated the army on the 
success of the enterprise, and thanked the troops for 
their cool and intrepid conduct. " The General re- 
flects,*' conclude the orders, ** with the highest degree 
of pleasure, on the confidence which the troops of the 
two nations must hereafter have in each other. As- 
sured of mutual support, he is convinced there is no 
danger, which they will not cheerfully encounter, no 

* This event took place soon after the wanton slau§;hler of 
the men in Fort Griswold in Connecticut by the British. " The 
irritation of this recent camaee had not so far subdued the 
humanity of the American cnaracter as to induce retaliation. 
Not a man was killed except in action. ' IncapaHle,' said 
Colonel Hamilton in his report, ' of imitatin? examples of bar- 
barity, and forgetting recent provocation, toe soldiery spared 
every man that ceased to resist.' Mr. Gordon, in his History 
of the American War, states, the orders given by La Faveite, 
with the approbation of Washihgton, to have directed, thlit 
•very man in the redoubt, after its surrender, should be put 
to the sword. These sanguinary orders, so repugnant to the 
character of the Commander in Chief, and of La Fayette, 
were n«iver riven. There is no trace of them among the papers 
of General Washington ; and Colonel Hamilton, who took 
a part in the enterprise, which assures his perfect knowledge 
of every material occurrence, has publickly contradicted tSr 
•tatement." " Jtidge Marihall. 
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difficulty which thej will not bravely overcome.** Th« 
redoubts were the same night included within thfi 
second parallel. 

Lord Cornwallif well knew that the fire of the se 
sond parallel would soon render his works untenable} 
and determined to attempt to destroy it. The sorti« 
appointed for this service consisted of three hundred 
and fifty meui and was commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Abercrombie. With great impetnosityy he at- 
tacked two batteries that were in the greatest forward • 
ness and carried them ; but the guards from 
the trenches advancing, he was compelled to 
retreat without having effected his purpose. A few 
pieces of cannon were hastily spiked ; but they were 
soon again rendered fit for use. The service was 
honourable for the officers and men engaged, but the 
siege was not protracted. 

By the afternoon of the 16th the British works sunk 
under the fire of the batteries of the second parallel ; 
in the whole front attacked, they could not show a 
single gun, and their shells were nearly expended. In 
this extremity his Lordship adopted the desperate reso- 
lution to attempt an escape. Leaving the sick and 
wounded in his posts, he determined with his efficient 
force to cross over to Gloucester, disperse the troops 
under De Choise, mount his troopft upon horses that 
might be found in the country, direct his course to 
the fords of the Great rivers, and make his way to 
New-Tork. For this purpose boats were collected, 
and other necessary measures taken. On the night 
of the 16th the first embarcation arrived in safety at 
Gloucester, but at the moment the boats were return- 
ing, a violent storm arose, which forced them down 
the river. At day-light the storm subsided, and the 
boats were sent to bring back the soldiers to Torktown, 
which with little loss, was accomplished in the oursa 
of the forenoon. 
On the morning of the 17th, the fire of the Ameri« 
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Mb iHtfterisB beccme intolerable^ whieh loon, by ita 
reiterated effects, rendered the British post untenable. 
Lovd ConmnilUB, perceiving further Teaistance to be 
aaavailingy abeut ten o'clock beat a parley, and pro- 
posed « osssatioi; of hostilities for twenty-four hours, 
timit Commissioners might meet to settle the terms or 
whicch'the posts of York and Gloucester should be sur« 
rendered. General Wa8I«ii6T0N, in his answer, de* 
crSaied kis ^ardent desire toapare the effusion of blood, 
md 'bis veadiness to listen to such terms as were ad- 
missible ',** but' to prevent loss <^ time, he debired '< that, 
pve^oHS to the meeting of tlie Commissioners, the 
proposals of his Lordship might be transmitted in 
wriliing, 'for whioh purpose a suspension of hostilities 
fiw two^houn should be gnmted." The terms proposed 
1^ his Lordship, wetie such as led the Generid to sup* 
poseit^t articlefi of capittdation might easily be ad^ 
Joitod, aoid he continued the cessation of hostilities 
Wttil the next day. To expedite the business, he sum* 
marily vtated tke tenns he was willing to grant, and 
informed Earl ComwaUis, &at if he admitted these as 
the sbasiB of a treaty. Commissioners might meet to put 
Hmm lute form. Accordingly Viscount de Noailles, 
awi Luutenant 'Colonel Laorons on the part of the 
aHiea, and Colonel Dandas and Major Ross, on the 
pasit of the English, met the next day and adjusted 
articles of capitulation, which were to be sobmitted to 
the oonsidontion of the British General. Resolving 
Mi to expose himself to any accident that might be 
tka oonsequencfc of unnecessary delay, General Wa^h- 
neroir 'ordered the rough -draught of the Commis- 
sioners to be fairly transcribed, and sent to Lord Com- 
waUis early next morning, with a letter, expressing 
kk expeotation that the garrison would march out by 
two o'clock in the afternoon. Hopeless of more ^ 
voorable terms, ihis Lordship signed the capitulatioti, 
aiwJ surrendered the posts of York and Gloucester witk 
tlwir gvrfUMms to General WASHiNOToif t and tb^ 
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■hipping; in the harbour, with the seamen to Count d« 
Graaee. 

The prisoners, exclusive of seamen, amounted to 
more than seven thousand, of which, between four and 
five thousand were fit for duty. The garrison lost 
during the siege, six ofiicers and five hundred and 
forty-eight privates in killed and wounded. The pri- 
vates with a competent number of officers were to re- 
main in Virginia, Maryland, or Pennsylvania. Thtt 
officers not required for this service, were permitted 
on parole to return to Europe, or to any of the mari- 
time posts of the English on the American continent. 
Lord Comwallis attempted to introduce into the treaty 
an article in favour of those Americans who had joined 
his standard ; but General Washihgtor referred their 
case to the civil authority. Permission however wa* 
granted to his Lordship to send the Bonetta sloop of 
war, unsearched, to New-Tork to carry his despatches 
to Sir Henry Clinton, and in her those Americani 
went passengers, who had, in the highest degree in- 
curred the resentment of their countrymen. The 
terms granted to Earl Comwallis were, in general, 
the terms which had been granted to the Americans 
at the surrender of Charleston ; and General Lincoln, 
who on that occasion resigned his sword to Lord Corn-* 
wallis, was appointed to receive the submission of the 
royal army. 

The allied army, to which Lord Comwallis surren- 
dered, amounted to sixteen thousand ; seven thousand 
French, five thousand five hundred continental troops, 
and three thousand five hundred militia. ' In the course 
of the siege, they lost in killed and wounded about 
three hundred. The siege was prosecuted with so 
much military judgment and ardour, that the treaty 
was opened the 11th, and the capitulation signed the 
13th day after ground was broken before the British 
lines. The whole army received the unreserved ap 
probation of the General. But the peculiar services 
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of paiticular corps entitled thorn to special notice. 
The artillerists and the engineers greatly distinguished 
themselves. Brigadiers Du' Fortail and Knox were 
promoted to be Major Generals. Major Generals 
Lincoln and the Marquis La Fayette wore mentioned 
with high commendations, and Govemour Nelson, 
who commanded the militia was thanked for his eflec- 
teal exertions in the field, and in furnishing tho army 
with such articles as his state afforded. To Count 
Rochambeau, to the French officers and troops, Gene- 
ral Washingtor expressed his acknowledgments in 
flattering language. 

The British General and Admiral at New-Tork had 
not been inattentive to tho perilous situation of Lord 
Comwallis. Admiral Rodney in the West Indies had 
early been apprized of the intention of Count do Grasse 
to visit the American coast ; but not supposing that 
the whole of the French fleet on that station, wooid 
be employed on this service, Rojney detached Sir 
Samuel Hood to the continent with fourteen sail of 
line of battle ships. Sir Sair.'iol reached the mouth 
of the Chesapeak before de Grasse, and finding no 
enemy there, sailed along the coast to Sandy Hook. 
Admiral Greaves then lay in the harbour of New- York 
with seven ships of the line. Immediately afler the 
arrival of Hood, intelligence was received that Count 
de Barrass had sailed from Nevrport. Admiral Greaves 
with the whole British squadron without loss of time 
■ailed in pursuit of him, and on the 24th of September 
be discovered the French fleet under de Grasse con* 
nsting of twenty four ships of the line, riding at an- 
chor 11' the Chesapeak and extending across its en- 
trance. Count de Grasse ordered his ships to slip 
their cables and form the line of battle. A partial en- 
gagem<)nt took plai>e, in which some of the English 
^lips were considerably damaged. The hostile fleets 
manoeuvred for four or five days in sight of each other, 
and Count de Grasse then returned to his anchorag-e 
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ground. Here he foond Count de Bwnam wbo. hafti 
Uken a wide circuit to avoid the English) tend had^ 
while the hostile fleets were at sea, entered the ChesBb. 
peak with the squadron from Newport, consisting- ofi 
five ships and fourteen transports, laden with, hesv^ 
artillery and military stores for the siege. Adminl; 
Greaves returned to New-York to repair*. 

In the course of a few days, the British^ sqn«drom 
«ras augmented to twenty-five ships of tin lina^ an4 
Sir Henry Clinton determined to enoomiter evaeyi 
ha:Sard in the attempt to relieve Earl Cornwallis. ^ Hiti 
embarked seven thousand of his best troops, and, enai. 
voyed by the fleet, sailed on the very day of the.capita- 
lation, for Virginia. At the entrance of the Chesapeak». 
on the 24th of October, he received information of tiia» 
surrender of his Lordship, and he returned to New 
York. 

The capture of Lord Cornwallis and his army esr 
cited universal joy through the United States. In a. 
circuitous route from Charleston to Yorktownv- this 
army had marched ek.m hundred miles and- had! 
spread terrour and distress through the whole eztsntk 
From this dread the country was delivered. The sor-- 
render of a second royal army, the Americans deemed 
an event decisive of the independence of the Unitad 
States, and which would speedily terminate the war. 

The day after the capitulation General Washikg*- 
roN ordered, *^ that those who were under arrest should 
be pardoned and set at liberty ;'* and announcsd^.thal 
*\ Divine service shall be performed to-morrow in. the 
different brigades and divisions. The Commandec iit 
Chief recommends, that all the troops that a/e not 
upon duty do assist at it with a serious deportment, 
and that sensibility of heart, which the roeolleetion uf 
the surprising and particular inte-position of provto 
dence in our favour claims." Congress as soon as they 
received General Washington's official letter giving 
information of the event, resolved to go in procession 



1781.] LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 85 

to the Dutch Lutheran Church, and return thanks to 
Almighty God for the signal success of the American 
arms ; and they issued a proclamation, recommending 
to the cjftizens of the United States to observe the 
thirteenth of December as a day of Pnblick Thanks- 
giving and Prayer. The news of the capture of Earl 
Cornwallis was every where received with exultation 
and publick rejoicing. 

Congress for this achievement, voted the thanks of 
Ute United States to General Washington, to Count 
Rochambeau, to Count de Grasse, to the officers of 
the allied army generally, and to the corps of artillery 
and engineers in particular. They also resolved 
that a marble colu^in should be erected at York- 
tewn in Virginia, bearing emblems of the alliance be- 
tween the United States and his Most Christian 
Majesty, and inscribed with a succint narrative of the 
surrender of the British army under the command of 
Earl Cornwallis. Two stands of colours taken from 
the royal troops, were presented to General Wash- 
ington, two field pieces to Count Rochambeau ; and 
application was made to the French Court that Count 
de Grasse might be permitted to accept a testimonial 
of the approbation of Congress, similar to that which 
Rochambeau had received. 

To the Commander in Chief the most affectionate 
and respectful addresses were presented by the govern- 
ments of the states, by the authorities of cities, and by 
the corporations of literary institutions. 

The decided superiority of the allies in naval and 
land forces, General Washington wished to direct to 
the conquest of the British posts at Carolina and Geor- 
gia. He addressed a letter to Count de Grasse on this 
subject, requesting his co-operation in measures di- 
rected to these objects. But the Count declined, de- 
claring that the service of his King demanded his 
immediate return to the West Indies. 

Orders were of course issued for the disposition of 
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the allied mrmies for the approaching winter. Major 
General 8t. Clair was detached with two brigades to 
South Carolina to reinforce General Green. The 
French forces remained in Virginia. The Eastern 
troops embarked early in November for the Head of 
Elk, under the command of General Lincoln, who was 
crdered to march them from the place of their landing 
into New-Jersey and New-Tork| and to canton them 
for the winter in those states. Count de Grasse with 
his fleet sailed for the West Indies, and General Wash 
IMGTOR proceeded to Philadelphia. 



CHAPTER IX. 

f nmrstiora for another Campaign— Sir Gay Carkton arrives at 
^ew-York and announces the vote of Parliament to acknowledge 
American lndcpen<lcnco— Army anxioui for thoir Pay — Anony- 
mous AddroM exciting them to a Revolt— General Waahinston 
eonvonea and addresM* the Officers — ^Thoir resolutions— tre- 
liminary Articles of Peace received — Cessation of Hostilities 
pruclniineit — General Vl'^ashington nddrcssos a Circular Letter 
to the Executives of the Several States — Army disbanded — New 
Levies rf Pennsylvania revolt — The Commander in Chief enten 
New- York — Takes leave of liis Officers — Resigns his Commis- 
stoo to tlie President of Congress — Retires to Mount Vernon. 

] . The brilliant issue of the last campaign did 
not relax the vigilance of General Washington. He 
deemed it true policy to call forth all the resources of 
the country, that the United States might be prepared 
for the conflicts of another year, or, might take a com- 
manding attitude in a negotiation for peace. From 
Mount Vernon, on his way to the seat of government, 
he wrote General Green, " I shall attempt to stimulate 
Congress to the best improvement of our late success, 
by taking the most vigorous and effectual measures to 
bo ready for an early and decisive campaign the next 
year. My greatest fear is that, viewing this stroke in 
a point of liglit which may too much magnify it-s im^ 
portance, they may think our work too nearly closed, 
and fall into a «tate of languor and relaxation. To 
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prevent this errour, I shall employ every means in my 
power, and, if unhappily we sink into this fatal mistake, 
no part of the blame shall be mine." 

He reached Philadelphia the 27th of November, and 
on thh next day had an audience of Congress. The 
President informed him that a committee wa? appointed 
to arrange the military establishment of the uext year, 
«nd that he was requested to remain in Pniladelphia 
to assist in this important business. At the consulta- 
tions of this committee, the Secretary of War, the 
Minister of Finance, and the Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs assisted. The arrangements were made with 
despatch, and on the 10th of December, Congress 
passed the resolves for the requisitions of men and 
money for the year 1782 upon the several states ; and 
the personal influence of the Commander in Chief was 
on this occasion used, to persuade the state govem- 
menib seasonably to comply with the resolutions of 
Congress. 

1 782. The first intelligence from the British goyem- 
ment, after the surrender of Earl Cornwallis, indicated 
a design to continue the American war ; but early in 
May, Sir Guy Carlton arrived at New- York, to super- 
sede Sir Henry Clinton as Commander in Chief of the 
British army; and he and Admiral Digby were ap- 
pointed Commissioners to treat with the United States 
upon terms of peace. He communicated to General 
Washington a vote of the- British Parliament against 
the prosecution of the American war ; and a bill au 
thorising the King to conclude a peace or truce with 
the revolted provinces of North America. Sir Guy pro- 
fessed his pacifick disposition, and proposed that hostili- 
ties should cease, as these would produce individual 
distress without national advantage. This bill, when 
' Sir Guy left England had not passed into a law, and 
therefore was not a proper basis of negotiation ; and 
Che Commander in Chief continued his defensive pre- 
parations 
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In Aii(piat Sir Guy officially informed General 
Washivqtor, that negotiations for a general peace 
had commenced at Paris ; and that his Britanjiiclr 
Majesty had directed his Minister to propose the In 
dependence of the United States as a preliminary. 

The deficiency of the states in paying their re^ec 
tive requisitions of money into the national treasury 
■objected the Minister of Finance to extreme difficjil- 
ty ; but by anticipating th^. pubUck revenue, awl by 
exerting, to the utmost, bis personal influence, he was 
enabled barely to support the army. Neither Offic^sn 
nor men received any pay. In September Congresy 
contemplated the reduction of their military establishT 
ment. By this measure many of the officers would be 
discharged. In a confidenUal letter to the Secretary 
of War, the Commander in Chief expressed a fuU 
persuasion, that the gentlemen would gladly retire to 
private life, could they be reinstated in a situation as 
favourable as that which they quitted for the servica 
of their country ; but added he, 

'* I cannot help fearing the result of the measure, 
when I see such a number of men goaded by a thou- 
sand stings of reflection on the past, and of anticipa- 
tion on the future, about to be turned into the world, 
soured by penury, and what th^y call the ingratitude 
of the publick ; involved in debts without one farthing 
of money to carry them home, after having spent the 
flower of their days, and many of them, their patri« 
monies in establishing the free Jom and independenca 
of their country ; and having suffered every thing 
which human nature is capable of enduring on this 
side of death. I repeat it, when I reflect on these ir- 
ritable circumstances, unattended by one thing to 
sooth their feelings, or hrig* ten the gloomy prospect^ 
I cannot avoid apprehending that a train of evils will 
follow of a very serious and distressing nature. 

** I wish not to heighten the shades of the picture 
so far as the real life would justify me in doing, or I 
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would give anecdotes of patriotism and distress whick 
faa/o scarcely ever been paralleled, never surpassod in 
th« history of mankind. Bat you may rely upon it, 
the patience and long-suffering of this army are almost 
•xhausted, and there never was so great a spirit :f 
discontent as at this instant. While in the field, I 
thmk it may be kept from breaking out into acts of 
outrage; but when we retire into winter quarters, 
(tmless the storm be previously dissipated) I cannot 
be at ease respecting the consequences. It is ligh 
time for a peace.'* 

Although the military services of the field did not 
require the presence of the Commander in Chief, yet 
he was induced on account of the irritable state of the 
army to remain the whole season in camp. 

The disquietude of the army arose more from an ap- 
prehension, that their cotmtry would ultimately fail in 
the compensation promi-^ed them, than from the defi* 
ciency of prompt payment. 

In October 1780, Congress had passed a resolution, 
granting half pay to the officers for life ; but they had 
no funds to pledge for the fulfilment of these engaj^e* 
ments. Publick opinion seemed to be opposed to the 
measure, and the pointed opposition by a number of 
the members of the National Legislature, rendered it 
doubtful whether a future Congress would feel them- 
selves bound by that resolution. This doubt was 
strengthened by the consideration that, since the pas- 
' sage of the resolution, the articles of confederation had 
been adopted, and by these the concurrence of nine 
states, ill Congress assembled, is necessary to the ap* 
propriation of publick money. Could absolute confi- 
dence be placed in the honour and faith of the National 
Council, still they must depend on state sovereignties 
forthe ways and means to execute their promises. 
The country had been greatly deficient to the army, 

j ! in the time of war, when their services were absolute- 

I j ly necessary. Woild this country, amidst th^ mnurity 
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«nd tranquillity of peace, be more just ? As the pros- 
pects of immediate peace brij^htened, the attention of 
the officers became the more engaged to secure a com- 
pensation for those services which were the means te 
establish the independence of their country. In De^ 
eember they presented a memorial to Congress, stating 
that many of them had expended their private fortuneb^ 
and most of them the prime of life in the service of 
their country, and petitioning that a gross sum mighl 
be granted them for the money actually due, and as a 
commutation for half pay. They chose a committee 
of officers to present their petition to Congress, and to 
\l:tend its passage through that honourable body. 

At this period. Congress was much divided in opi- 
nion upon the most important publick questions. State 
jealousies and interests arose in opposition to the en- 
gagements of the Nation ; and although part of Con 
gress, respectable for number and weight of character, 
acknowledged the merit of the military, and were in- 
clined to do them justice, yet in March, the 
1783. committee at the seat of government wrote the 

/ officers in camp, that no decisive measures were 
taken upon their petition. At this time, the intelli- 
gence arrived that the provisioned articles of peace be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain were signed. 
The army viewed the moment as the crisis of their desti- 
ny. They recollected their past sacrifices, they felt 
their present wants, and anticipated future sufferings. 
Resenting the ingratitude of their country, and appre- 
hending that it would ultimately be unjust, an irrita* 
ble state of mind ensued, which threatened violences 
that would tarmsh the glory of their own services, and 
commit the peace of their country. 

On the 10th of March, an anonymous paper was 
circulated, requesting a meeting at eleven o'clock, on 
the next day, at the public building, of the general and 
field officers, of an officer from each company, and a 
delegate from the medical staff to <' consider theur late 
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letter from their representatives iu Philadelphia, aod 
what measures (if any) should be adopted to obtain 
that redress of grievances which they seemed to have 
solicited in vain." 

On the same day, the following publication, artful- 
ly addressed to the passions of the officers, and admi- 
rably calculated to stimulate them to adopt the despe- 
rate measure it recommended, was circulated through 
the camp. 

« To the Officers of the Army. 
** Gjentlemxn, 

** A fellow soldier, whose interest and affections bind 
him strongly to you, whose past sufferings have been 
as great, and whose future fortune may be as despe- 
rate as yours — ^would beg leave to address you. 

" Age has its claims, and rank is not without its pre- 
tensions to advise ; but though unsupported by both, 
he flatters himself, that the plain language of since- 
rity and experience will neither be unheard nor un- 
regarded. 

" Like many of you, he loved private life, and lefl 
it with regret. He left it, determined to retire from 
the field, with the necessity that called him to it, and 
not until then — ^not until the enemies of his country^ 
the slaves of power, and the hirelings of injustice, were 
compelled to abandon their schemes, and acknowledge 
America, as terrible in arms, as she had been humble 
in remonstrance. With this object in view, he has 
long shared in your toils and mingled in your dangers. 
He has felt the cold lumd of poverty without a mur- 
mur, and has seen the insolence of wealth without a 
ligh — but, too much under the direction of his wishes, 
and sometimes weak enough to mistake desire for 
opinion, he has until lately, very lately, believed in the 
justice of his country. He hoped that as the oloudi 
of adversity scattered, and as the sunshine of peace 
and better fortune broke ?a upon us, the coldness end 
severity of government 7onld relax, and that more 
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tbaa jTistiee, that gratitade would blaze forth upon 
those hands which had upheld her in the darkest 
stages of her passage, from impending servitude to 
acknowledged independence. Bv\ faith has its limits 
•s well as temper, and there are points beyond which 
neit^ier can be stretched, without sinking into coward- 
ice, or plunging into credulity — This, my friends, 1 
eonceive to be your situation — hurried to the yery 
Terge of both, another step would ruin you for ever — 
to be tame and unprovoked when injuries press hard 
upon you, is more than weakness ; but to look up for 
kinder usage, without one manly effort of your own, 
would fix your character, and show the world how 
richly you deserve those chains you broke To guard 
ageinst this evil, let us take a review of the ground 
upon which we now stand, and from thence carry our 
thoughts forward for a moment, into the unexplored 
field of expedient. * 

** 4fler a pursuit of seven long years, the object for 
which we set out is at length brought within our reach 
—yes, my friends, that suffering courage of yours was 
active once — ^it has conducted the United States of 
America through a doubtful and a bloody wtir. It has 
placed her in the chair of independency, and peace r/s- 
turns agcin to bless — whom ? A country willing to 
redress your wrongs, cherish your worth, and reward 
your services.^ A country courting your return to 
private life, with tears of gratitude, and smiles of ad- 
miration, longing to divide with you that independen- 
cy which your gallantry has given, and those riches 
which your wounds have preserved ? Is this the case f 
Or is it rather a country that tramples upon your 
rights, disdains your cries, and insults your distresses ? 
Have you not more than once suggested your wishes, 
and made known your wants to Congress f Wants and 
wishes which gratitude and policy should have antici- 
pated rather than evaded ; and have you not lately in 
the meek lan/;qagi* of entreating memorials, begged 
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firom iheif justice, what you could no longer expeel 
fironi their favour ? How have you been answered ? 
Let the letter which you are called to consider to-mor 
row reply. 

'< If this, then, be your treatment while the swords 
you wear are necessary for the defence of America, 
what have you to expect from peace, when your 
voice shall sink, and your strength dissipate by divi« 
sion ? When those very swords, the instruments and 
companions of your glory shall bo taken firom your 
sides, and no remaining mark of military distinction 
loft but your wants, infirmities, and scars ? Can yoa 
then consent to be the only sufferers by this revoln- 
tion, and retiring from the field, grow old in poverty, 
wretchedness, and contempt P Can you conseat to 
wade through the vile mire of dependency, and om 
the miserablo remnant of that life to charityi which 
has hitherto been spent in honour ? If you can — go 
— and carry with you the jest of tories and the soom 
of whigs — ^the ridicule, and what is worse, the pity of 
the world. Go, starve, and be forgotten ! Bat if your 
spirit should revolt at this ; if you have sense eaoiigh 
to discover, and spirit enough to oppose tyranny, mt* 
der whatever garb it may assume ; whether it be the 
plain coat of republicanism, or the splendid robe of 
royalty ; if you have not yet learned to discriminato 
between a people and a oausoi between men sad prin* 
ciples — awake ; attend to your situation, and redress 
yourselves. If the present moment be lost, every fii- 
ture effort is in vain ; and your threats then, will bo so 
empty as your entreaties now. 

^' I would advise you, therefore, to come to somo 
fiual opinion upon what you can bear, and what yon will 
suSer. If your determination be in any proportion to 
youF wrongs, carry your appeal firom the justice to tlio 
fears of government. Change the milk axid water stylo 
of your last memorial ; assume a bolder tone— <Ieoenty 
but lively, spirited, and determined, and suspectthe I 
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who would advise to more moderation and longer 
forbearance. I^t two or three men who can feci as 
well ae write, be appointed to draw up yonr last re- 
monstrance ; for I would no longer give it the sneing, 
■oft, unsuccemful epithet of memorial. Let it be re- 
presented in language that will neither dishonour you 
by its rudeness, nor betray you by its fears, what has 
been promised by Congress, and what has been per- 
formed — how long, and how patiently you have suffer- 
ed — ^how little you have asked, and how much of that 
little has been denied. Tell them that though yon 
were the first, and^ould wish to be the last to en- 
eounter danger, though despair itself can never drive 
you into dishonour, it may drive you from the field ; 
that the wound often irritated, and never healed, may 
ftt length become incurable ; and that the slightest mark 
of indignity firom Congress now must operate like the 
grave, and part you for ever : that in any political 
event, the army has its alternative. If peace, that no- 
thing shall separate you from your arms but death : if 
war, that courting the auspices, and inviting the di- 
rection of your illustrious leader, you will retire to 
some unsettled country, smile in your turn, and mock 
when their fear cometh on. But let it represent also, 
that should they comply with the request of your late 
memorial, it would mtSke you mor? happy, and them 
more respectable. That while war should continue, 
you wotdd follow their standard into the field, and 
when it came to an end you would withdraw into the 
■hade of private life, and give the world another sub- 
ject of wonder and applause ; an army victorious over 
its enemies — ^victorious over itself." 

The reluctance which Congress manifested to com- 
pensate the army for seven years' glorious service, ex- 
cited a temper too favourable to the purposes of the 
writer of this intemperate address. Probably the in 
fluence of General Washingtoit alone could have ar 
tsted the rit *ng tempest : and his firmness and pm 
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donee were equal to the occasion. Silence in fiini 
would have encouraged the desperate to the proeeea* 
lion of the most rash design ; and strong and violent 
measures would have enkindled the smothered spark 
into a destructive flame. Noticing in general orders 
the anonymous publication, he expressed his confidenc«» 
that the judgment and patriotism of the army would for- 
bid their " attention to such an irregular invitation, 
but his own duty/' he added, ** as well as the reputa- 
tion and the true interest of the army required his dis- 
approbation of such disorderly proceedings. At the 
same time, he requested the general and field officers, 
with one officer from each company, and a proper re 
p/esentation from the staff of the army, to assemble at 
twelve on Saturday the 15th, at the new building, to 
hear the report of the committee deputed by the army 
to Congress. After mature deliberation, they will de- 
vise what further measures ought to be adopted as 
raost rational and best calculated to obtain the just and 
important object in view.'* The senior officer in rank 
was directed to preside, and to report the result of their 
deliberations to the Commander in Chief. 

The next day a second anonymous address was pub* 
lished. ■ The writer affected to consider the orders of 
the General as countenancing the convention, recom- 
mended in the first publication. 

On the 15th the officers met agreeably to orders, 
and General Gates took the chair. The Commander 
in Chief then addressed them. 
** Gevtlemeh, 

'' By an anonymous summons an attempt has been 
made to convene you together. How inconsistent 
with the rules of propriety, how unmilitary, and how 
snbverbive of all order and discipline, let the good sense 
of the army decide. 

" In the moment of this summons, another anony- 
ni«<U8 production was sent into circulation, addressed 
more to the feelings and passions than to the judg- 



m LITE or WAPHINGTON: [1783. 

meitt of the army. The author of the piece is enti- 
tled ta mueh credit for the goodnese of his pen ; and I 
OMikI wish he had as much credit for the rectitude of 
his heart ; for, as men see through different opticks, 
and are induced by the reflecting faculties of the mind^ 
to use different means to attain the same end, the au- 
thor of the address should haye had more charity than 
to mark for suspicion the man who should recommend 
^uoderation and longer forbearance ; or in other words, 
who should not think as he thinks, and act as he ad- 
vises. But he had another plan in view, in which ean- 
dew and liberality of sentiment, regard to justice and 
lov« of country, hsye no part ; and he was right to in- 
sinuate the darkest su^icion to effect the bladLest 
design. That the address was drawn with great art, 
and is designed to answer the most insidious purposes ; 
Itat it is calculated to impress the mind with an idea 
of i^emeditated injustice in the sovereign power of 
lie United States, and rouse all those resentments 
which must unavoidably flow from such a belief; that 
the secret mover of this scheme, whoever he may 
be, intended to take advantage of ^ he passions, while 
they were wanned by the recollection of past distress- 
es, without giving time for cool, delibeiative thinking, 
and that composure of mind which is so necessary to 
give dignity and stabiUty to measures, is rendered too 
obvious, by the mode of conducting the business, to 
need other proof than a reference to the proceedii^s. 
** Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought it incum- 
bent on me to observe to you, to show upon what prin- 
ciples I opposed the irregular and hasty meeting which 
was proposed to have been held on Tuesday last, and 
not because I wanted a disposition to give you every 
opportunity, consistent with your own honour, and the 
dignity of the army, to make known your grievances. 
If my conduct heretofore has not evinced to you, that 
I have been a faithful friend to the army, my declara- 
tMHi of it at this time would be equally unavailing and 
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improper. Bat as I was among the first who embark- 
ed in the cause of our common country -, as I have ne- 
Ter left your side one moment, but when called from 
you on publick duty ; as I have been the constant com- 
panion and witness of your distresses, and not among 
the last to feel and acknowledge your merits ; as I 
hare ever considered my own military reputation as 
inseparably connected with that of the army ; as my 
heart has ever expanded with joy when I hs ve hoard 
its praises, and my indignation has arisen wh4;u the 
mouth of detraction has been opened against it ; it can 
scarcely be supposed at this last stage of the war, that 
I am indifferent to its interests. But how are they to 
be promoted ? The way is plain, says the anonymous 
addresser ! If war continue, remove into the unsettled 
country ; th<)re establish yourselves, and leave an un- 
grateful country to defend itself; — ^but who are they 
to defend ? Our wives, our children, our farms and 
other property which we leave behind us ? Or in this 
state of hostile separation, are we to take the two first, 
(the latter cannot be removed) to perish in a wilderness 
with hunger, cold, and nakedness ? 

** If peace takes place, never sheath your swords," 
says he, *^ until you ha*'e obtained full and ample jus- 
tice.*' This dreaidfiil alternative of either deserting 
our country in the extremest hour of her distress, or 
turning our arms against it, which is the apparent ob- 
ject, unless Congress can be compelled into msfant 
compliance, has something so shocking in it, that hu- 
manity revolts at the idea. My God ! What can this 
writer have in view, by recommending such measures ? 
Can he be a friend to the army ? Can he be a friend 
to this country ? Rather is he not an insidious foe ; 
some emissary, perhaps, from New-Tork, plotting the 
ruin of both, by sowing the seeds of discord and sepa- 
ration between the civil and military powers of the 
continent ? And what a compliment does he pay to our 
understandings, when he recommends measures, in ei« 
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ther alternativo, impracticable in their aatnre? But 
here; gentlemen, I will drop the curtain, because it 
would be as imprudent in me to assign my reaBoni 
for this opbiion, as it would be insulting to your con 
ception to suppose you stood in need of them. A mo- 
ment's reflection will convince every dispassionate 
mind of the physical impossibility of carrying either 
proposal into execution. There might, gentlemen, be 
an impropriety in my taking notice, in this address to 
you, of an anonymous production ; — but the manner in 
which that performance has been introduced to the ar- 
my ; the effect it was intended to have, together with 
some other circumstances, will amply justify my obser- 
vation on the tendency of that writing. 

'^ With respect to the advice given by the author, to 
suspect the man who shall recommend moderate mea- 
sures and longer' forbearance, I spurn it, as every man 
who regards that liberty and reveres that justice for 
which we contend, undoubtedly must ; for, if men are 
to be precluded from offering their sentiments on a 
matter which may involve the most serious and aJarm- 
mg consequences that can invite the consideration of 
mankind, reason is of no use to us. The freedom of 
speech may be taken away, and dumb and silent we 
may be led, like sheep to the slaughter. I cannot ir 
justice to my own belief, and what I have great rea- 
son to conceive is the intention of Congress, conclude 
thw address, without giving it as my decided opinion, 
that that honourable body entertain exalted sentiments 
of the services of the army, and from a full conviction 
of its merits and sufferings, will do it complete jus- 
tice. That their endeavours to discover and estaoiish 
funds for this purpose have been unwearied, and will 
not cease until they have succeeded, I have not a doubt. 

** But like all other large bodies, where there is a v&> 
riety of different interests to reconcile, their determi 
nations are slow. Why then should we distrust them 
And in consequence of that distrust, adopt measures 
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which may cabt a shade over that glory which has b«en 
so justly acquired, and tarnish the reputation of an 
army which is celebrated through all Europe for its 
fortitude and patriotism? And for what is this done ' 
To bring the object we seek nearer ? No ', most cer 
Uiiily, in my opinion, it wiU cast it at a greater dis- 
tance. For myself, (and I take no merit in giving the 
assurance, being induced to it from principles of gra 
titude, veracity, and justice, and a grateful sense of the 
confidence you have ever placed in me) a recollection 
of the cheerful assistance and prompt obedience I have 
experienced from you, under every vicissitude of for 
tuno, and the sincere affection I feel for an army 
have so long had the honour to command, will oblige 
me to declare in this publick and solemn manner, that 
in the attainment of complete justice for all your toils 
and dangers, and in the gratification of every wish, so 
far as may be done consistently with the great duty I 
owe my country, and those powers we aro bound to re- 
spect, you may freely command my services to the 
utmost extent of my abilities. 

** While I give you these assurances, and pledge 
myself in the most unequivocal manner, to exert what- 
ever abilities I am possessed of in your fsivour, let me 
entreat you, gentlemen, on your part, not to take any 
measures, which viewed in the calm light of reason, 
will lessen the dignity, and sully the glory you have 
hitherto maintained : — ^let me request you to rely on 
the plighted faith of your country, and place a full 
confidence in the purity of the intentions of Congress ; 
that previous to your dissolution as an army, they will 
cause all your accounts to be fairly liquidated, as di- 
rected in the resolutions which were published to you 
two days ago ', and that they will adopt the most ef- 
fectual measures in their power to render ample justice 
to you for your faithful and meritorious services. And 
let me conjure you, in the name of our common couu 
try, as vou value your own sacred honour : as 7011 
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fMpeet tin righti of humanity ; and as yoo regard the 
militarj and national charactw of America ; to exproM 
font Qtmoflt horroctr and detestation of the man who 
withes, under any speciooB pretences, to overturn the 
liberties of our coentry ; and who wickedly attempts 
to open the floodgates of ciTil discord, and deluge oar 
rising empire in blood. 

" By thus determining, pnd thus aeting, yon wil* 
porsoa the plain and direct road to the attainment ol 
yoor wishes ; yoe will defeat the insidious desigra of 
our enemies, who are compelled to resort from open 
force to secret artifice. You will give one more dis- 
tingoidied proof of unexampled patriotism and patient 
▼irtue, rising superiour to the pressure of the most com- 
plioated suflerings ; and yon will by the dignity of 
your conduet ailbrd occanon for posterity to say, when 
speaking of the glorious example you baye exhibited 
to mankind — had this day been wanting, the world 
had never seen the last stage of perfection to which 
human nature is capable of attaining." 

In the judgment, honour, and friendship of their Ge- 
neral, the efl&cers placed unbounded confidence ; and 
his recommendations carried irresistible weight. The 
most desperate had not the hardihood to oppose his ad- 
vice. General Knox moved, and Brigadier General 
Putnam seconded a resolution, ** assuring him that the 
officers reciprocated his affectionate expressions with 
the greatest sinceri^. of which the human heart is 
capable,*' which passed unanimously. On motion of 
General Putnam a committee w^s then chosen, eon- 
sisting of General Knox, Colonel Brooks, and Captain 
Heywood, to prepare resolutions on the business before 
them. They reported the following resolutions, which 
on mature deliberation passed unanimously, 

** Resolved unanimously, that at the commencement 
of the present war, the officers of the American army 
engaged in the service of their country firom the pur- 
est love and attachment to the rights and liberties of 
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human nature ; which motives still exist in the high- 
est de^ee ; and that no circumstances of distress or 
danger shall induce a conduct that may tend to sully 
the reputation and glory which they have acquired, 
at the price of their blood and eight years faithful ser- 
■ yices. 

** Resolved unanimously, that the army continue to 
have an unshaken confidence in the justice of Con- 
gress and their country, and are folly convinced that 
the Representatives of America will not disband or 
disperse the army until their accounts are liquidated,* 
fJie balances accurately ascertained, and adequate 
funds established for payment ; and in this arrange- 
ment, the officers expect that the half pay, or a com- 
mutation for it, should be efficaciously comprehended. 

*^ Resolved unanimously, that his Excellency the 
Commander in Chief be requested to write to his Ex- 
cellency the President of Congress, earnestly entreat- 
ing th3 most speedy decision of that honourable body 
upon the subject of our late address, which was for- 
warded by a Committee of the army, some of whom 
are waiting upon Congress for the result. In the al- 
ternative of peace or war, this event would be highly 
satisfactory, and would produce immediate tranquillity 
in the minds of the army, and prevent any further 
I machinations of designing men, to sow discord between 

i the civil and military powers of the United States. 

** On motion, resolved unanimously, that the officers 
jf the American army view with abhorrence and re* 
ject with disdain, the infamous propositions contained 
*n a late anonymous address to the officers of the army, 
«nd resent with indignation the secret attempts of some 
unknown persons to collect the officers together, in a 
manner totally subversive of all discipline and good 
order. 

** Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of the offi- 
cers of the army be given to the Committee wfio pre- 
sented to Congress the late address of the air ly, for 
4* 
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the vfisdom and pmJence with which thej have con- 
ducted that biuineM ; and that a copy of the proceed- 
ings of this day, be transmitted by the President to 
Major General M'Dougal ; and that he be requested 
to continue his solicitations at Congress, until the ob- 
jects of his mission are accomplished." 

Machinations which threatened the army with dis 
grace, and the country i;( ith ruin, being thus happily 
suppressed, General Washinotoj without delay exe- 
cuted his promise to the officers ; and in a letter to 
. Congress with feeling and force supported their chums 
upon their country. 

Soon after these proceedings, nine states concurred 
in a resolution, commuting the half pay into a sum 
equal to five years* whole pay. Still Congress depend- 
ed on the states to furnish tlie funds to enable them to 
fulfil this engagement. 

In April the ratification of the preliminary articles 
of peace between France and Great Britain was receiv- 
ed, and on the 19th of that month, a cessation of hos- 
tilities was proclaimed in the American camp. 

In June General Washinotoh addressed a circular 
letter on the important interests of the Union, to the 
Governors of the several states. — It began. 
Sir, 

" The great object for which I had the honour to 
hold an appointment in the service of my country, be- 
ing accomplished, I am now preparing to resign it into 
the hands of Congress, and return to that domestick 
retirement, vhich it is well known, I left with the 
greatest reluctance ; a retirement for which I have 
never ceased to sigh through a long and painful ab- 
sence, in which (remote from the noise and trouble of 
the world) I meditate to pass the remainder of life in 
a state of undisturbed repose ; but, before I carry this 
resolution into effect, I think it a duty incumbent on 
me to make this my last official communication, to 
congratulate you on the glorious events which Heaven 
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bu been i^enwsd to produce in our favour ; to offer mj 
■evkinieiite reapecting some important sabjects which 
i^ppear to me to be intimately connected with the tran- 
quillity of the United States ; to take my leave of 
your Excellency as a publick character, and to give my 
6nal blessing to that country in whose service I have 
spent the prime of my life ; for whoso sake I have 
consumed so many anxious days and watchful nights ; 
an# whose happiness being extremely dear to me, 
will always constitute no inconsiderable part of my 
own. 

' ' Impressed with the liveliest sensibility on this 
plvasing occasion, I will claim the indulgence of de- 
tailing the more copiously on the subject of our mutual 
feu^iCation. When we consider the magnitude of the 
prvb^ we contended for, the doubtful nature of tho con- 
tesi, .<aid.the favourable manner in wliich it has termi- 
Batcu, we shall find the greatest possible reason for 
gratiiude and rejoicing : this is a theme that wili afford 
infinivo delight to every benevolent and lib*.}ral mind, 
whetlfter the event in contemplation be considered as a 
source of present enjoyment, or the parent of future 
bappiuess ; and we shall have equal occasion to felici- 
tate oucselves on the lot which Providence has assign- 
ed us, whether we view it in a natural, political, or 
a moml point of view. 

** The citizens of America, placed in the most envi- 
able ^condition, as the sole lords and proprietors of a 
vast tract of continent, comprehending all the various 
soils and climates of the world, and abounding with 
•H'the necessaries and conveniences of life, are now, 
by the late satisfactory pacification, acknowledged to 
be possessed of absolute fireedom and independency ; - 
they are from this period to be considered as the actors 
on a most conspicuous theatre, which seems to be pecn- 
HarJy designed by Providence for ^he display of human 
greatness and felicity : here they are not only sur- 
rounded with every thing that can contribute to the 
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completion of private aic4 domestick enjoymeDt, but 
Heaven has crouned all its other blessingS| bj giving a 
surer opportunity for political happiness than any other 
nation has ever been favoured with. Nothing can illus- 
trate thoBo observations more forcibly than the recol- 
lection of the happy conjuncture of times and circum- 
stances, under which our republiok assumed its rank 
among the nations 

'^Tho foundation of our empire was not laid in % 
gloomy age of ignorance and superstition, but at an 
epocha when the rights of mankind were better under- 
Btood and more clearly defined, than at any former 
period : researches of the human mind after social 
happiness have been carried to a great extent : the 
treasures of knowledge acquired by the labours of phi 
losophers, sages, and legislators, through a long sac- 
cession of years, are laid open for use, and their 
collected wisdom may be happily applied ih the es- 
tablishment of our forms of government : the free cul- 
tivation of letters, the unbounded extension of com- 
merce, the progressive refinement of manners, the 
growing liberality of sentiment, and, above all, the pure 
and benign light of revelation, -have had a meliorating 
influence on mankind, and increased the blessings of 
society. At this auspicious period the United States 
came into existence as a nation, and if their citizens 
should not be completely free and happy, the fault will 
be entirely their own. 

'^ Such is our situation, and such are our prospects ; 
but notwithstanding the cup of blessing is thus reach- 
ed out to us, notwithstanding happiness is ours, if wo 
have a disposition to seize the occasion, and make it 
our own ) yet it appears to me, there is an option still 
left to the United States of America, whether they 
will be respectable and prosperous, or contemptibltt 
and miserable as a nation. This is the time of their 
pplitical probation ; this is the moment, when the eyes 
of the whole world are turned upon them ; this is th« 
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time to establish or ruin their national character for 
ever , this is the favourable moment to ^ive such a 
tone to the Federal Government, as will enable it to 
answer the ends of its institution ; or this may be the 
lil-fated moment for relajcing the powers of the Union, 
annihilating the cement of the confederation and ex 
posing us to become the sport of European politics, 
which may play one state against another, to prevent 
their growing importance, and to serve their own *ln 
terested purposes. For, according to the system of 
policy the states shall adopt at this moment, they will 
•tand or &I1 ; and, by their confirmation or !apse, it is 
yet to be decided, whether the revolution must ulti 
mately be considered as a blessing or a curse ; a bleaa* 
mg or a curse, not to the present age alone, for with 
our fate will the destiny of unborn millions be involved. 

" With this conviction of the importance of the 
present crisis, silence in me would be a crime. I will 
therefore speak to your Excellency in the language of 
freedoih and sincerity, without d'sguise. I am aware, 
however, those who differ from me in political senti- 
ments, may perhaps remark, I am stepping out of the 
proper line of my duty ; and they may possibly ascribe 
to arrogance or ostentation, what I know is aione the 
result of the purest intention ; but the rectitude of my 
own heart, which disdains such unworthy moti>es, tho 
part I have hitherto acted in life, tho determination 1 
have formed of not taking any shai^e in publick busi- 
ness hereafter, the ardent desire J feel and shall con- 
tinue to manifest, of quietly enjoying in private life, 
after all the toils of war, the benefits of a wise and libo* 
ral government, will, I flatter myself sooner or later, 
convince my countrymen that I could nave no sinistei 
views in delivering with so little reserve, the opinions 
eontained in this address. 

" There are four things which I humbly conceive 
are essential to the well being, I may even venture to 
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W9,yf to thu eustence of the Uniied P ates, as an inde- 
pendent power. 

*^ Ist. An indissoluble union of the states under one 
federal head. 

" 2dly. A sacred regard to publick justice. 

'^ 3d)> The adoption of a proper peace establish- 
ment. And, 

'^ 4thly . The prevalence of that pacifick and frienrl- 
ly disposition among the people of the United State s, 
which will induce them to forget their local prejudices 
and policies, to make those mutual concessions which 
are requisite to the general prosperity, and, in some 
instances, to sacrifice their individual advantages to 
the interest of the community. 

** These are the pillars on «»hich the glorious fa- 
brick of our independency and national character 
must be supported. Liberty is the basis, and whoever 
would dare to sap the foundation, or overturn the 
structure, under whatever specious pretext he may at- 
tempt it, will merit the bitterest execration and the 
severest punishment which can be inflicted by his in- 
jured country.*' 

Having dilated on these . subjects, the letter was 
thus concluded : 

" I have thus freely disclosed what I wished to 
make known beforo I surrendered up ray publick trust 
to those who committed it to mo : the task is now 
accomplished. I now bid adieu to your Excellency, as 
the Chief Magistrate of your state ; at the same time 
I Did a last farewell to the cares of ofiice, and all the 
employments of publick life. 

** It remains, then, to be m}- final and only request, 
that your Excellency will communicate these senti- 
ments to your Legislature, at their next meeting ; 
and that they may be considered as the Legacy of one 
who has ardently wished, on all occasions, to be useful 
to his country, and who even in the shade of retire* 
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ment, will not fail to implore the divine benodiclion 
upon it. 

" I now make it my earnest prayer, that God would 
have you, and the state over which you preside, in his 
l^oly protection ; that he would incline the hearts of 
the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and 
obedience to government ; to entertain a brotherly, af- 
fection and love for one another, for their fellow citi- 
zens of the United States at large ; and particularly 
for their brethren who have served in the field ; and 
finally, that he would most graciously bo pleased to 
dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to de- 
moan ourselves with that charity, humility, and paci- 
fick temper of mind, which were the characteristicks 
of the divine Author of our blessed religion ; without 
a humble imitation of whose exampde, in these things, 
we can never hope to be a happy nation." 

From this time the disbanding the army engrossed 
the attention of Congress and of the Commander in 
Chief No funds were established to discharge the 
five years commutation. Large arrearages of pay 
were due to officers and privates, and it was not in the 
power of government to advance, them money oven to 
defray the expenses of the journey to their homes 
To disband the army in a body under these circum 
stances, was deemed a measure of too great hazard. 
Congress therefore directed the General not to give 
discharges to the troops which were enlisted for the 
war, until the definite articles of peace should be sign- 
ed ; but to grant furloughs to all non-commisioncd of- 
ficers and soldiers of this description, who desired them ; 
and they were not ordered to rejoin their regiments. 

Alarmed at this measure, the Generals, and officers 
commanding regiments and corps on the Hudson, pre- 
sented an affectionate and respectful address to the 
Commander in Chief, in which they expressed a duti- 
ful attachment to the government, but mentioned that 
after the late resolution of Congress, they ** confident- 
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\y expdcted that their accoants would be liquidated, 
the balances ascertaiued, and adequate fundo for the 
payment of those balances provided, before they should 
bo dispersed or disbanded." On the succeeding day, in 
answer to their address, he observed, ^^ that as no man 
could possibly be better acquainted than himself, with 
the past merits and services of the army, so no one 
.*.ould possibly be more strongly impressed with their 
present ineligible situation ; feel a keener sensibility at 
their distresses ; or more ardently desire to alleviaie 
or remove them." He subjoined. 

'' Although the officers of the army very well know 
my official situation, that I am only a servant of the 
publick, and that it is not with me to dispense with 
orders which it is my duty to carry into execution, yet 
as furloughs in all services are considered as a matter 
of indulgence, and not of compulsion ; as Congress, I 
am persuaded, entertained the best disposition towards 
the army } and, as I apprehend, in a very short time 
the two principal articles of complaint will be removed ', 
until the further pleasure of Congress can be known, 
I shall not hesitate to comply with the wishes of the 
aYmy, under these reservations only, that officers suf- 
ficient to conduct the men wiio choose to receive fur- 
loughs, will attend them, either on furlough, or by de- 
tachment." 

. This answer proved satisfactory ; good humour pre- 
vailed through the camp, furloughs were generally 
taken ; and in the course of the summer, the greater 
part of the soldiers returned quietly home. 

In October, Congress issued a proclamation, de* 
daring all those soldiers, who had engaged for the war, 
discharged on the 3d of December. 

While the veteran troops, who had borne the heat 
and burden of the war, loft the service unpaid, and 
peaceably returned to the business of private life , 
about eighty new levies, stationed at Lancaster in Penn- 
sylvama, revolted from their officers, and in a body 
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marched Uy Philadelphia. Being there joined by two 
hundred of their companions in arms who were quar* 
tared in the barraclu, they narroundedi with fixed bay- 
onets, the State House, in which Congress and the Ez- 
•outive Council of Pennsylvania were sitting, and sent 
in a written message threatening the Council with the 
last outrage, if their demands were not, in twenty mi< 
DUteiS granted. The members of Congress were not 
immediately menaced, but they were, for several hours, 
infolently blocked up in their hall. 

As soon as General Washihgtoit received intelli 
gence of the mutiny, he detached General Howe with 
fifteen hundred men to suppress it; but befi>re he 
reached Philadelphia, the disturbance was without 
bloodshed quieted. In a letter to Congress, General 
Washisotok thus expressed his indignation at this 
outrage of the military. 

" While I suffer the most poignant distress in observ- 
ing that a handful of men, contemptible in numbers, 
and equally so in point of service, (if the veteran troops 
from the southward have not been seduced by their 
ozamplo) and who are not worthy to be called soldiers, 
should disgrace themselves and their country, as the 
Pennsylvania mutineers have done, by insulting tho 
sovereign authority of the United States, and that of 
their own, I feel an inexpressible s&tisfaction,that even 
this behaviour cannot stain the name of the American 
soldiery. It cannot be imputable to, or refloct disho 
iiour on the army at large, but on the contrary it will 
by the striking contrast it exhibits, hold up to publick 
viow the other troops in the most advantageous point 
of light. Upon taking all the circumstances into con- 
sideration, I cannot sufiiciently express my surprise 
and indignation at the arrogance, the folly, and the 
wickedness of the mutineers ; nor can I sufficiently 
admire the fidelity, the bravery, and patriotism wliinh 
must for ever signalize the unsulliod character of the 
other corps of our aimy. For when we consider that 
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these Pennsylvania levies, who have now mutinied, 
are recruits, and soldiers of a day, who have not borne 
the heat and burden of the war, and who can have, in 
reality, very few hardships to complain of; and whea 
wc at the same time recollect that those soldiers, who 
have lately been furloughed from this army, are the 
veterans who have patiently endured hunger, naked- 
ness, and cold ; who have suffered and bled without a 
murmur, and who with perfect good order, have re- 
tired to their homes, without a settlement of their ac- 
counts, or a farthing of money in their pockets ; we 
shall be as much astonished at the virtues of the latter, 
as we are struck with horrour and detestation at the 
proceedings of the former ; and every candid mind, 
without indulging ill grounded prejudices, will un- 
doubtedly mako the proper discrimination.'* 

On the 25th of November, the British troops evacu- 
ated New-York. General Washington, accompanied 
by G^vernour Clinton, by a number of other civil and 
military officers, and by many respectable citizens, 
make his publiek entry on horseback into the city. 

His military course being honourably and success- 
fully terminated, the punful task remained to bid adieu 
to the companions of his toils and dangers. The clos- 
ing interview took place on the 4th of December. At 
noon the principal officers of the army assembled at 
Francis's tavern, and their General soon entered the 
room. His emotions were too great for concealment 
Filling a glass of wine he turned to them and said, 
" With a heart full of love and gratitude, I now take 
leave of you ; 1 most devoutly wish that your latter 
days may be as prosperous and happy, as your former 
ones have been glorious and honourable." He drank 
the wine, and proceeded. ** I cannot come to each of 
you to take my leave, but shall be obliged to you, if 
each of you will come and take me by the hand.'* 
General Knox being the nearest, turped to him. In- 
capable of utterance, General Washington grasped 
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his hand and embraced him. In the same affecting 
V manner, he took leave of each succeeding officer. 
From every eye dropped the tear of sensibility, and not 
a single word interrupted the tenderness of the scene. 
He immediately left the room, and passed through a 
corps of light infantry, on his way ^o White Hall, 
where a barge waited to convey him to Powles' Hook. 
The whole company followed with feelings which 
words cannot express. Having entered the barge, he 
turned, and waving his hat, bade them a silent adieu. 
Congress was then in session at Annapolis. To 
this honourable body, the General immediately re- 
paired to resign his military command.* 

* On his way to Annapolis, he stopped at Philadelphia to 
settle his accounts ; of which transaction Dr. Gordon makes 
the following statement. 

** While in the city, he delivered in his accounts to the 
Comptroller, down to December 13th, allinhia oumhand-wni' 
ingf and every entry made in the most particular manner, stat- 
ing the occasion of each charge, so as to give the least trou- 
ble in examiniDg and comparing them with the vouchers, 
with which they were attended. 

The heads are <u/olUnM,copiedJivm the folio mamucriptpO' 
per book in the JUe of the treasury q^, No. S700, being a 
black box of tin, containmg, under lock andkey, both thai 
and the vouchers. 
Total of Expenditures iinom 1776 to 1783, ex- 
clusive of Provisionb from Commissaries and 
Contractors, and of liquors, &c. from them 

and others, £3387 14 4 

* Secret intelligence and service, 1982 10 

Spent in reconnoitring and travelluig, .... 1874 8 8 

Miscellaneous charges,r 295S 10 1 

Expended besides, doUan according to the scale 
of depredation, bil4 14 

£16,311 17 1 
*** Two bandied gainoas advanoed to General BPDoafMl ara not 
inehided in tlie£lWa 10, not being yet wttled, bat included ia 
some of the other chargea, and so recJconed in the general •un.** 



I 
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He arriyed on the 19th, and on the next day mfomt- 
ed CongreM of hia deahre to resign into their hatidithn 
eonunisiion with which they had invested him ai Com« 
mander in Chief of the American armies ; and h«ajk- 
ed in what form he should present his reeigtiatioii. 
Congress resolved that it should be at a public k audi 
•nee on the succeeding Tuesday. When the momeDt 
of this interesting transaction arrived, the gallery was 
erowded with spectators ; and many of the ciyil offi- 
cers of the state and of the prino^ial officers of the 

iVcte. 104;364 of tbe dollars were reoehred aAer Horcb, 
1780, and altlKNigh credited forty for one, many did ikM felch 
at tbe rate of a hundred for one, while 27,776 of them ste nh 
turned without deducting any tliicg fifom the above accomi 
(and, therefore, actually made a present of to the publick,) 
(General Washington's account) from June, 

1775, to the end of June, 1783, .... £16^11 17 I 
Elxpenditure from Ji£y 1, 1783, to December 

13, 1717 5 4 

( Added aftervHtrds) from thence to December 

«8, 115 S 4 

Blrs. Washington's travelling expends in com- 
ing to the General and reuuning, 10S4 10 

£19^ 11 9 

Lavsrful money of Virginia, the same as the 
Massachusetts, or £14,479 18 9), sterling. 

" Tbe General entered in his book — " 1 find, upon ihe final 
adjustment of these accounts, iha* I am a considershLe loser 
— my <risbun«ments falling a good deal short of my re^^eipts^ 
aiid the money I had upon hand of my own: for iHiuides usa 
sums I carried with me to Cambridge, in 1775 I raL-cived 
monies afterwards ou private account in 1777, and since i^kicli 
(except STiall sums that I had occasion to apply in private 
uacs) were all expended in the publick ser\'ice ; tlifjugli hur- 
ry I suppose, aud the perplexity of business (for I ki\^\v not 
how else to account for the deficiency) I have omitipd to 
charge the same, whilst everv debit against me islicrt* credil 
ed. My 1, 1783." 
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army, the French Consul General, and a large body of 
respectable citizens were admitted to the floor of the 
Hall. The members of Congress, representing the 
■overeignty of the nation, were seated and covered. 
At twelve o'clock, General Washington was intro- 
duced and conducted to a chair. Afler a short inter- 
val the Se'v'retary comn^anded silence. The President 
then informed the general, '* that the United States in 
Congress assembled, were prepared to receive his com- 
munications." With dignity of manner suited to tlie 
occasion, he arose and addressed them : 
*• Mr. President, 

*'~The great events, on which my resignation depend- 
ed, having at length taken place, I have now the ho- 
nour of offering my sincere congratulations to Con- 
gress, and of presenting myself before them to surren- 
der into their hand3 the trust committed to me, and 
to claim the indulgence of retiring from the service of 
my country. 

^^ Happy in the confirmation of our independence 
and sovereignty, and pleased with the opportunity af- 
forded the United States of becoming a respectable 
nation, I resign, with satisfaction, the appointment I 
accepted with diffidence ; a diffidence in my abilities 
to accomplish so arduous a task, which, however, waa 
superseded by a confidence in the rectitude of our 
cause, the support of the supreme power of the Union, 
and the patronage of Heaven. 

*^ The successful termination of the war has verified 
the most sanguine expectations ; and my gratitude for 
the interposition of Providence, apd the assistance 1 
have received from my countrymen, increases with 
every review of the momentous contest. 

<' While I repeat my obligations to the army in ge 
neral, I should do injustice to my own feelings not to 
acknowledge, in this place, the peculiar services and 
distinguished merits of the gentlemen who have been 
attached to my person during the war. It was impos- 
5» 
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■ible the choice of confidoiitial officenrto compose mf 
family should have been more fortunate. Permit me, 
air, to recommend in particular, those who have con- 
tinued in the serrice to the present moment, as worthj 
of the favourable notice and patronage of Congress. 

" I consider it as an indispensable doty to close thb 
last solemn act of my official life, by commending the 
interests of our dearest country to the protection of 
Almighty Grod, and those who have this superinten- 
dence of them to his holy keeping. 

*^ Haying now finished the work assigned me, I re* 
tire from the great theatre of action, and b'dding an 
affectionate farewell to this august body, under whose 
orders I have so long acted, I here offer my commis- 
sion, and take my leave of all the employments of 
publick life.*' 

Having advanced to the chair and delivered the 
.President his Commission, he received from him the 
following reply : 
« Sir, 

" The United States in Congress assembled, re- 
ceive, with emotions too affecting for utterance, the 
solemn resignation of the authorities under which yon 
have led their troops with success, through a perilous 
and a doubtful war. 

" Called upon by your country to defend its invaded 
rights, you accepted the sacred charge, before it had 
formed alliances, and whilst it was without funds or a 
government to support you. 

" You have conducted the great military contest 
with wisdom and fortitude, invariably regarding the 
rights of the civil power, through all disasters and 
changes. You have by the love and confidence of 
your fellow citizens, enabled them to display their 
martial geniub, and transmit their fame to posterity. 
You have persevered, till these United States, aided by 
a magnanimous king and nation, have been enrbled 
under a just Providence, to close the war in freedonv* 
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mSsij, and independence ; on which happy' eveiil, w% 
■incerely join you in congratulations. 

'< Having defended the standard of liberty in thia 
new world i having taught a lesson useful to thone 
who inflict, and to those wh^ feel oppression, you re* 
tire from the great theatre of action, with the bless- 
ings of your fellow citizens ; but the glory of your 
Tiftnes will not terminate with your military com 
mand ; it will continue to animate aemotest ages. 

'^* We feel, with you, our obligations to the army in 
general, and will particulary charge ourselves with the 
interests of those confidential officers, who have at 
tended your person to this afiectiug moment. 

** We join you in commending the interests of our 
dearest country to the protection of Almighty God, be- 
seeching him to cUspose the hearts and minds of its 
citizens, to improve the opportunity afforded them of 
becoming a happy and respectable nation. And for 
you, we address to him our earnest prayers, that a life 
so beloved, may be festered with all his care ; that 
your days may be as happy as they have been illustri- 
OL^; and that he will finally give you that reward 
which this world cannot give." 

The General immediately retired from the hall of 
Congress. The minds of the spectators wore deeply 
impressed by the scene. The recollection of the cir- 
cumstances of the country at the time the commission 
was accepted, the events that had since taken place, 
anc the glorious issue of the conflict conspired to give 
toe scene the most lively interest. 

His country being exalted to the dignity of a sove- 
reign and independent nation. General Washington 
with great satisfaction re»igndd the arduous duties and 
high responsibility of his military command. He re- 
paired to Mount Vernon, in the delightful prospect of 
spending the residue of his days in the bosom of do- 
mestick life. 

With an immaculate character he had 
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through all the complicated transactions of a re7ola* 
tionary war ; and had establiohed an immortal reputa- 
tion as a soldier and a patriot, throughout the rivilixed 
world. To his retirement he carried the profound 
veneration and most lively affection of his gratefid coun 
trymen. In the estimation of his friends, the measure 
of bis honour was full. The extent of their wishes 
was, that no unpropitious event might take place to 
tarnish: the lustre of his reputation ; but that in peace 
he might descend to the grave, with hb laurel crown 
unfadAl on his head. 



CHAPTER X. 

G«iMiml Wuhington in RetirenMnt^llM PonaiU— Votss of Con 
crou and of the LegiHlature of Virginia respecting him-'Hii 
Vititori and Correspondents — ^His Plans to improve the Nari- 
gation of the Potomack and James' Jlivers — Declines the grant of 
Virginia — His Advice to the Cincinnati — State of Publicic Aflain 
— ^^tional Convention — General Waslilngton its Preeidci^F— 
Federal Constitution recommended and adopted— CSeneral Wiksh- 
ingtoQ renueated to consent to administer the Government — lis 
IS chosen President of the United States— Sets out for the Se^t 
of Government — Attention shown him on his Journey — His Re- 
ception at New-York. 

1784. Peace being restored to Ms country upou 
Ihe broad basis of -Independence, General Washibotoit 
with supreme delight retired to the pursuits of private 
life. In a letter to Governour Clinton, written three 
days after his arrival at Mount Vernon, he thus <)X- 
pressed the grateful feelings of his heart on bmng 
relieved from the weight of his publick station. ** The 
scene is at length closed. I feel myself eased of a load 
of publick care, and hope to spend the remainder of my 
days in cultivating the affections of good men, and in 
the practice of the domestick virtues." 

This sentiment was more fully expressed to the 
Marquis La Fayette. '' I have become a private clti- 
sen on the banks of the Potomack, and under the aha- 
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dow of Bjy own fine and own % tree, free from the 
Duelle of a camp, and the bnsy scenes of publick life, 
1 am solacing myself with those tranquil enjoyments, 
ttf which the soldier who is ever in pursuit of fame, 
the. statesman whose watchful days and sleepless nights 
axe «pent in devising schemes to promote the welfare 
ef his owU) perhaps the ruin of other countries (as if 
tfae-globo was insufficient for us all) and the courtier 
whc is always watching the countenanc*) of his Prince 
IB ithe hope of catching a gracious smile, can have 
▼any little conception. I have not only retired from 
all publick employments, but am retiring within my- 
self, and shall be able to view the solitary walk and 
tread the paths j>f private life with heart-felt satisfac- 
tioB. Envious of none, I am determined to be pleased 
with on.; and tliis, my dear friend, being the order of 
Biy:maich, I will move down the stream of liibi until 
Ijsleqp .with my fiithers.** 

sBnt delighted as ho was with his domestick enjoy- 
Bients, he found it to be the work of time to divest him* 
self >i!f the feelings and habits formed in his publick 
station. '* I am just beginning," said he in a letter to 
a^friend, ** to experience the ease and freedom from 
publick cares, which, however desirable, takes some 
time to lealize ; for strange as it may seem, it is ne- 
Tertheleas-true, that it was not until lately 1 could get 
the -better of my usual custom of ruminating as soon 
■si awoke in the morning, on the business of the ec- 
suing day ; and of my surprise at finding, after revolv- 
ing many things in my mind, that 1 was no longer a 
public man, or had any thing to do with publick trans- 
axstions. I feel, now however, as I conceive a wearied 
traveller must do, who, after treading many a painful 
step with a heavy burcton on his shoulders, is eased of 
the latter, having reached the haven to which all the 
former were directed, and from his house-top is looking 
back and tracing with an eager eye, the meanders by 
which he escaped the quicksands and mires which lay 
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in his way, and into which none but the aH-powerfiil 
Guide and Dispenser of human events could have pre- 
vented his falling." 

Soon afler the proclamation of peace, Congress 
unanimously resolved to erect at the place which should 
be established as the permanent seat of government, 
an equestrian statue of General Washington This 
resolution, however, has not yet been carried into effect. 

Virginia also bore an honourable testimony of the 
sense entertained of the services of her distinguished 
citizen. In a spacious area in the centre of the capi- 
tal of that state, she erected a marble statue of him, 
with the following inscription on its pedestal. 

** The General Assembly of the Conunouwe^lth of 
Virginia have caused this statue to be erected as a 
monument of affection and gratitude to G£ORGE 
WASHINGTON, who, uniting in the endowments 
of the HERO the virtues of the PATRIOT, and ex- 
erting both in the establishment of the liberties of his 
country, has rendered his name dear to his fellow citi- 
cens, and given the world an immortal example of 
true glory." 

In addition to these expressions of publick veiiera- 
tion, innumerable addresses from literaiy and other 
incorporations were presented to him, which, in ar- 
dent language, expressed the veneration universally 
felt for his character, and the admiration entertained 
for his services. His well-balanced mind bore these 
publick and private hon<»urs without a symptom of 
vanity or pride. . 

The pursuits of General Washing f on at this period 
were a renewal of habits, formed at an earlier part of 
life, and a recurrence to employments in which he 
ever took delight ; and he experienced nothing of 
that dissatisfaction and listlessness of which gentlemen 
often complain, who leave the cares of a publick sta 
tion for the tranquil scenes of retirement. The im- 
/trovoment of American husbandry engaged his cUmm 
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attention, and in the pro«ecation of plans adapted to 
thii parpjse, he entered into a correspondence with 
Mr. Arthur Toang, and other dlstingoished European 
agriculturists. The result oi their information, and 
of his own experience, ho appUed, to amend his farm- 
ing implements, to improve his breed of cattle, and in 
Tarious experiments, suited to the soil he cultivated. . 
The plans which succeeded with him, he recommend- 
ed to the farmers around him. 

But even in the shdde of Mount Vernon, the time 
of General Washiitotok was not wholly at his own 
disposal. Every foreigner of distinction who visited 
the United States was urgent for an introduction to 
the late Commander in Chief; and every American 
of any consequence, who was about to cross the At- 
lantick, was ambitious to obtain letters from him to 
celebrated characters in Europe. With numbers of 
the officers of the late army, with many of the politi- 
cal characters of his own country, and with several emi- 
nent individuals of Europe, he held a correspondence. 
Ceremonious visitors and officious correspondents bo- 
came oppressive to him, and in a letter to a friend, he 
thus complained of the burden of them. ** It is not, my 
dear Sir, the letters of my friends which give me trou 
ble, or add ought to my perplexity. I receive them with 
pleasure, and pay as much attention to them as my avo- 
cations will permit. It is references to old matters with 
which I have nothing to do ; applications which often 
times cannot be complied with ; inquiries to satisfy 
whidi would employ the pen of an historian ; letters of 
compliment, as unmeaning, perhaps, as they are trou 
blesome, but which must be attended to ; and the com- 
mon place business, which employ my pen and my 
tkne, oflen disagreeably. Indeed these, with compa 
ny, deprive me of exercise ; and unless I can obtain 
relief, must be productive of disagreeable consequen- 
ces. Already, I begin to feel their effects. Heavy 
and painful oppressions of the head, and other diss 



60 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [MBii 

greeable sensations often troable me. I am thanSum 
determinod to emploj some person who shall ease nw 
of th> drudgtry of this boBiness. — To correspond wilJf 
those I love is among my highest gratificationa: Letr 
tera of friendship require no study ; the communicac 
tiona they contain flow with ease ; and allowaneea am 
expected and are maile. But this is not the case- with 
tboae which require research, consideration, and ro 
collection." At length he engaged a yonng gentlb^ 
man of talents and education, w.'io relieved him ftem 
a great part of these irksome attentions. 

The patriot^ck mind of General WA&HTiroTOir eoidd 
not however be engrossed by his own concerns; lit 
his retirement, he with solicitude watched over tiifr 
interests of his country. The improvement of its in* 
land navigation early engaged his reflections. Pllmi 
which the war had interrupted, were now resumed 
upon an enlarged scale. This year he visited tlio west* 
ern country as far as Pittsburg, and having effected 
the necessary information, he opened his scheme to 
Mr. Harrison, then Governour of Virginia^ This 
was to render the rivers Potomack and James naviga<> 
b!f» as high as practicable ; to take accurate surveys 
of the country between these rivers and the streams 
which empty into the Ohio, and find the most advan- 
tageous portages between them ; to survey the waters 
west of the Ohio, which empty into the lakes ; and to 
open such inland navigation botU"cen these waters, as 
would secure tile trade of the western country to Vir- 
ginia and Maryland. " Nature," he observed, " had 
made such an ample display of her bounties in thoss 
regions, that the more the country was explored the 
more it would rise in estimation." He was persuaded 
that PnnnsylvHnia and New- York would adopt mea- 
sures, to direct the trade of that country to their sea*- 
ports, and he was anxious that his native state should 
seasonably avail herself of the advantages she possess- 
ed to secure her share in it " I am not," he declarodt 
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'< for diseourmging the exertions of any state to draw 
the commerce of the western country to its sea- 
ports. The more communications we open to it, the 
closer we bind that rising world, (for it indeed may be 
so called) to our interests, and the greater strength 
diall we acquire by it. Those to whom nature affords 
the best communication, will, if they are wise, enjoy 
the greatest share of the trade. All I would be un- 
derstood to mean therefore, is, that the gifts of Proyi- 
dence may not be neglected." But political motives 
had higher influence in this transaction than commer- 
cial. " I need not remark to you, Sir," said, he in his 
communication to the Governour of Virginia, ** that 
the flanks and rear of the United States are possessed 
by other powers, and foMftidable ones too ; nor need I 
press the necessity of applying the cement of interest 
to bind all parts of the union together by indissoluble 
bonds ; especiaHy of binding that part of it which lies 
Immediately west of us, to the middle states. For what 
ties, let me ask, should we have jpon those people, 
how entirely unconnected with them shall wo be, and 
what troubles may we not apprehend, if the Spaniards 
on their right, and Great Britain on their left, instead 
of throwing impediments in their way as they now do, 
should hold ou. lures for their trade and alliance.'' 
When they get strength, which will be sooner than 
most people conceive, what will be the consequence 
of their having formed closo commercial connexions 
with both, or either of those powers, it needs not, in 
my opinion, the gift of prophecy to foretell. 

*^ The western settlers (I speak now from my own 
observations) stand as it were upon a pivot. The touch 
of a feather would turn them any way. Until the 
Spaniards (very unwisely as I think) threw difficulties 
in their way, they looked down the Mississippi ; and 
the>r looked that way for no other reason than because 
they could gently glide down the stream ; withqpt 
considering perhaps the fatigues of the voyage back 

Vol. IL 6 
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•gtMif and the time necewsary for its performance 
and because they have no other means of coming to 
us. but by a long land transportation through unirn* 
proved roads." 

These recommendations were not lost.. Under the 
patronage of the governments of Virginia and Mary- 
land, two companies were formed for opening the navi- 
gation of the Potomack and the James. Of both which 
General Washington consented to be the president. 
The Legislature of Virginia by a resolution which 
passed unanimously, directed the treasurer of the state 
to subscribe for one hundred and fifty shares in each 
company for the benefit of General WASkiiNGTOH. 
The appropriation was made in a manner the most 
affecting to a noble mind. The assembly expressed a 
wish, that while the improvements of their inland 
navigation were monuments of his glory, they might 
also be monuments of his country's gratitude. The 
donation placed him in a very delicate and embarrassed 
situation. The feelings excited by this generous and 
honourable act of his state, he fully expressed to the 
friend, who informed him of the passage of the bill. 
*• It is not easy for me to decide by which my mind 
was most affected upon the receipt of your letter of 
the sixth instant — surprise or grati' ade. Both were 
greater than 1 had words to express. The attention 
and good wishes which the assembly has evidenced by 
their act for vestmg in me one hundred and fifty 
shares in the navigation of the rivers Potomack and 
James, is more than mere compliment — ^there is an un- 
equivocal and substantial meaning annexed. But, be- 
lieve me. Sir, no circumstance has happened since 1 left 
the walks of publick life which has so much embarrass- 
ed me. On the one hand, I consider this act, as I have 
already observed, as a noble and unequivocal proof 
of the good opinion, the affection, and disposition of 
my country to serve me ; and I should be hurt, if by 
declining the acceptance of it, my refusal should be 
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construed into disrespect, or the smallest slight upon 
the general intention of the Legislature ; or that an 
ostentatious display of disinterestedness, or publick 
virtue, was the source of refusal. 

<^ On the other hand, it is really my wish to have 
my mind and my actions, which are the result of re- 
flection, as free and independent as the air, that I may 
be more at liberty (in things which my opportunities 
and ezp<)rience have brought me to the knowledge of) 
to express my sentiments, and if necessary, to suggest 
what may occur to me, under the fullest conviction 
that although my judgment may be arraigned, there 
will be no suspicion that sinister motives had the small- 
est influence in the suggestion. Not content then 
with the bare consciousness of my having in all this 
navigation business, acted upon the dearest convic- 
tion of the political importance of the measure. I 
would wish that every individual who may hear that 
it was a favourite plan of mine, may know also, that 
I had no other motive lor promoting it, than the ad 
vantage of which I conceived it would be productive 
to the union at large, and to this state in particular, by 
cementing the eastern and western territory together, 
at the same time that it will give vigour and increase 
to our commerce, and be a convenience to our citi- 
zens. 

** How would this matter be viewed then by the 
eye of the world, and what opinion would be formed 
when it comes to be rekted that G»«*«» W********n 
exerted hunselfto effect this work, and that G**»*«* 
-^MHiMHHM,^ has received twenty thousand dollars and 
Jive thousand pounds sterling of the publick money as 
an interest therein.' Would not this (if I am entitled 
to any merit for the part I have performed, and with- 
out it there is no foundation for the act) deprive me 
cf the principal thing which is laudable in my con- 
duct ? Would it not in some respects be considered 
m the same Vight as a pension ' And would not th« 



C4 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1784-7 

aftpreheasioR of this indace me to o0er my seAtiraenta 
in future with the more reluctance ? In a word under 
whatever pretence, and however customary these gra 
tuities may be irf other countries, should I not thonoe 
forward be considered as a dependant ? One moraent*8 
thought of which would give me moro pain thap I 
should receive pleasure from the product of all %km 
tolls, was every farthing of them vested in me." 

After great deliberation, ho determined to s^fo* 
priate the shares to such publick uses as the Lo'.pskr 
ture should approve. In coimmifiicating this detef«;)U 
nation through the Governour, to the Geaetal Ai» 
semblvi he begged him te^ assuro them that he W40 
. '< filled on tho occasion with every sentiment which can 
How from a heart, warm w' H love to his conntrj 
sensible to every token of its a|«probatioa and a0V«tion, 
aid solicitous to testify in every instance a respectfu] 
attention to its wishes." Aooerding to his desire, the 
shares were appropriated to the suj^ort of a college in 
tho vicinity of each of those rivers. 

The Cincinnati had in their original constitution 
secured perpetuity of existence to their society. The 
eldest male posterity of the officers were tosueoeed to 
tho places of their fathers, and in tho failure of them, 
a collateral branch might be introdooed. Individuals 
also of the respective states, distinguished for* their 
talents and patriotism, might be admitted as honora- 
ry members for life. In this part of the institution, 
some American patriots thought they perceived the 
seeds of an order of nobility, and publick jealousy was 
excited against the society. General WiSHnroTOir, 
their President, conceived that if popular prejudices 
could not be removed, the society ought ^ to yield to 
them in a degree, and not suffer that which was in- 
tended for the bost of purposes to produoe a bad ime.' 
On full inquiry, he found that objections to the instl- 
(ution were general throughout the United States^ 
under the apprehension that it would prove danger eua 
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to publick liberty, he therefore exerted his influence 
among the officers to indace them to drop the ofTen* 
rive part of the institution, and at the annual meeting 
in May 1787, the hereditary principle, and the power 
, to adopt honorary member's, were expunged from the 
constitution. This modification fully removed the 
publick apprehension. 

Experience proved the articles under which the 
United States originally confederated to be inadequate 
to the purposes of national government ; and wise and 
good men in every part of the union anxiously looked 
forward to a crisis in publick affairs. Many of Ge- 
neral Washington's friends intimated to him that tho 
occasion would call for his personal influence. Mr. 
Jay, in letters written in the spring and summer of 
1786, with feeling described the state of the country, 
** You have wisely retired from publick employments, 
and calmly view from the temple of fame, the various 
exertions of that sovereignty and independence, which 
Providence has enabled you. to be so greatly and glori- 
ously instrumental in securing to your country, yet I 
am persuaded that you cannot view them with the eye 
of an unconcerned spectator. 

" Experience has pointed out errours in our nation- 
al government which call for correction, and which 
threaten to blast the fruit we expected from the tree 
of liberty. An opinion begins to p*evail that a general 
convention for revising the articles of confederation 
would be expedient. Whether the people are yet 
ripe for such a measure, or whether the system pro- 
posed to be obtained by it is only to be expected from 
calamity and commotion is difficult to ascertain 

'* I think we are in a delicate situation, and a varie 
ty of considerations and circumstances give me un> 
easiness. It is in contemplation to take measures for 
forming a general convention. The plan is not ma- 
tured. If it should be well connected and take effect, 
I am fervent in my wbhes that it mav comport with 
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Um line of life yon haye marked out for joureelf, to 
favour your country with your couneela on rach aa 
important and singU occaaion. 

*' Our affairs seem to lead to some crisis, something 
that I cannot foresee or conjecture. I am uneasy and 
apprehensivei more so than during the war. Them 
we had a fixed object, and though the means and time 
of obtaining it were problematical, yet I did firmly be- 
lieve that we should ultimately succeed, because I did 
firmly believe that justice was with us. The case is 
now altered. We are going and doing wrong, and 
theroforo I look forward to evils and calamities, but 
without being able to guess at the instrument, nature, 
or measure of them. 

*'' That we shall again recover, and things again go 
well) I have no doubt. Such a variety of circumstan- 
ces would not, almost miraculously, have combined to 
liberate and make us a nation, for transient and un- 
important purposes. I therefore believe that we are 
yet to become a great and respectable people ; but 
when or how, only the spirit of prophecy can discern. 

" What I most fear is, that the better kind of people 
(by which I mean the people who are orderly and in- 
dustrious, who are content with their situations, and 
not uneasy in their circumstances) will be led by the 
insecurity of property, the loss of confidence in their 
r ilers, and the want of publick faith and rectitude, to 
cjnsider the charms of liberty as imaginary and delu- 
sive. A state of uncertainty and fluctuation must dis- 
gust and alarm such men, and prepare their minds for 
almost any change that may promise them quiet and 
security." 

To these* weighty communications General Wash 
iNGTON replied. 

*' Your sentiments that our affairs are drawing ra- 
pidly to a crisis, accord with my own. What the event 
will be, is also beyond the reach of my foremght. 
We have errours to correct ; we have probably had 
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too good an opiniou of human natare, in forming oui 
confederation. Experience has taught ua that men 
will not adopt and carry into execution, measures the 
best calculated for their own good, without the inter 
Tention of coercive power. I do not conceive we can 
exist long as a nation, without lodging, somewhere, a 
power which will pervade the whole Union in as ener- 
getick a manner, as the authority of the state govern 
menls extends over the several states. .To be fear- 
ful of investing Congress, constituted as that body is, 
with ample authorities for national purposes, appears 
to me the very climax of popular absurdity and mad- 
ness. Could Congress exert them for the detriment 
of the people, without ii^juring themselves in an equal 
or greater proportion.' Are not their interests insepara- 
bly connected with those of their constituents ? By the 
rotation of appointments, must they not mingle fre- 
quently with the mass of citizens ? Is it not rather to be 
apprehended, if they were not possessed of the powers 
before described, that the individual members would 
be induced to ucto them, on many occasions, very 
timidly and inefficaciously, for fear of losing their 
popularity and future election ? We must take human 
nature as we find it; perfection falls not to the share 
of mortals. 

" What then is to be done ? Things cannot go on 
in the same strain for ever. It is much to be feared, as 
you observe, that the better kind of people, being di»* 
gusted with these circumstances, will have their minds 
pre :ared for any revolution whatever. We are apt to 
run from one extreme to another. To anticipate and 
prevent disastrous contingencies, would be the part 
of wisdom and patriotism. 

'< What astonishing changes a few years are capable 
of producing ! I am told that even respectable charac- 
ters speak of a monarchical form of government with- 
out horrour. From thinking proceeds speaking, thence 
to acting is often but a single step. But how irrevoca- 



06 LIFE or WASHINGTON [1784-7 

ble and tremendous ! wbat a triumph for our enemies 
to verify their predictions ! what a triumph for the ad- 
vocates of despotism to find that we are incapable of 
governing ourselves, and that systems, founded on the 
basb of equal liberty, are merely ideal and fallacious ! 
Would to God that wise measures may be taken in 
time to avert the consequences we have but too much 
reason to apprehend. 

** Retired as I am from the world, 1 frankly acknow- 
ledge I cannot feel myself an unconcerned spectator. 
Tet having happily assisted in bringing the ship into 
port, and having been fairly discharged, it is not my 
business to embark again on the sea of troubles. 

<* Nor could it be expected that my sentiments and 
opinions would have much weight on the minds of my 
countrymen. They have been neglected, though 
given as a last legacy in a mopt solemn manner. I tiien 
perhaps had some claims to pnblick attention. I con- 
sider myself as having none at present." 

When the plan of a Convention was ripened, and its 
meeting appointed to be at Philadelphia in May, 1787, 
a respectable character in Virginia, communicated to 
General Washington the intention of that state to 
elect him one of her representatives, on this important 
occasion. He explicitly declined being a candidate, 
yet the Legislature placed him at the head of her 
delegation, in the hope that mature reflection would 
induce him to attend upon the service. The Govern- 
our of the state, Mr. Randolph, informed him of his 
appointment, by the following letter. " By the en- 
closed act you will readily discover that the Assembly 
are alarmed at the storms which threaten the United 
States. What our enemies have foretold seems to be 
hastening to its accomplishment, and cannot be frus- 
trated but by an instantaneous, zealous, and steady 
union among the friends of the federal government 
To you I need not press our present dangers. Tho 
mefficacy of Congress vou have oflen felt in your offi 
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cial character ; the increasing hmguor -of oar aMNk 
elated republicks you hourly see ; and a disaolutioo 
would be/I know, to you, a source of the deepest mor 
tification. I freely then entreat you to accept tlM 
unanimous appointment of the General Assembly to 
the Convention at Philadelphia. For the gloomy pro»> 
pect still admits one ray of hope, that those who be* 
gan, carried on, and consummated the revolution, can 
yet restore America from the impending ruin " 

" Sensible as I am,*' said the General in his answer, 
^' of the honour conferred on me by the General As- 
sembly of this commonwealth, in appointing me one 
of the deputies to a Convention proposed to be held in 
the city of Philadelphia in May next, for the purpose 
of revising the federal constitution ; and desirous as I 
am on all occasions of testifying a ready obedience ta 
the calls of my country — ^yet. Sir, there exist at this 
moment, circumstances which I am persuaded will 
render this fresh instance of confidence incompatible 
with other measures which I had previously adopted, 
and from which seeing little prospect of disengaging 
myself, it would be disingenuous not to express a wish 
that som^ other character on whom greater reliance 
can be had, may be substituted in my place, the proba- 
bility of my non-attendance being too great to con- 
tinue my appointment. 

'' As no mind can be more deeply impressed than 
mine is with the y^ritical situation of our affairs, re- 
sulting in a great measure from the want of efficient 
powers in the federal head, and due respect to its or- 
dinances, so consequently those who do engage in the 
important business of removing these defects, will 
carry with them every good wish of mine, which the 
best dispositions towards their obtainment can bestow. 

The Govornour declined the acceptance of his re 
signation of the appointment, and begged him to sus 
spend his determination until the approach of the pe 
riod of the meeting of Convention that his final iodv 
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ment might be the result of a foil acquaintance with 
•U circoxnstances. 

Thus situated, the General reviewed the subject, 
that he might upon thorough deliberation make the 
decision which duty end patriotism enjoined. He had, 
by a circular letter to the state societies, decDned being 
re-elected the President of the Cincinnati, and bad an 
noonced that he should not attend their general meet- 
ing at Philadelphia on the next May ; and he appre- 
hended, that if be attended the Convention at the 
time and place of their meeting, that he should give 
ofience to all the officers of the late army who com- 
posed this body. He was under apprehension that the 
states would not be generally represemed on this oc- 
casion, and that a failure in the plan would diminish 
the personal influence of those who engaged in it. 
Some of his confidential friends were oi opinion that 
the occasion did not require his interposition, and that 
he ought to reserve himself for a state of things 
which would unequivocally demand his agency and 
influence. Even on the supposition that the plan 
should succeed, they thought that he ought not to en- 
gage in it ; because his having been in Convention 
would obligate him to make exertions to carry the 
measures thai body might recommend, into effecti 
and would necessarily ** sweep him into the tide of 
publick affairs." His own experience since the close 
of the revolutionary war created in his mind serious 
doubts, whether the respective states would quietly 
adopt any system, calculated to give stability and vi 
gour to the national government. ^* As we could not," 
to use his own language, " remain quiet more than 
three or four years in times of peace, under the con- 
stitutions of our own choosing, which were believed 
m many states to have been formed with deliberation 
aad wisdom, I see little prospect either of our agreeing 
on any other, or that we should remain long satisfied 
under it, if we could Vet I would wish any thing 
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and eyery thing OBsayed to prevent the effosiou of 
blood, and to divert the humiliating and contemptible 
figure we are about to make in the annala of mankind.*' 

These conaiderationB operated powerfully to confirm 
him in the opmion first formed not to attend the Con- 
vention. 

On the other hand, he realized the greatness of the 
publick stake. The confederation was universally 
considered as a nullity. The advice of a ConvenUon, 
composed of respectable characters firom every part 
of the union, would probably have great influence 
with the community, whether it should be to amend 
the articles of the old government, or to form a new 
constitution. 

Amidst tlie various sentiments which at this time 
prevailed, respecting the state of publick afiairs, many 
entertained the supposition that the << times must be 
worse before they could be better," and that the Ame- 
rican people could be induced to establish an efficient 
and liberal national government only by the scourge 
of anarchy. Some seemed to think that the experi- 
ment of a republican government in America had al- 
ready failed, and that one, more energetick, must soon 
by violence be introduced. General Washingtoh en- 
tertained some apprehension, chat his declining to at- 
tend the Convention would be considered as a derelic 
tion of republican principles. 

While he was balancing these opposite circum- 
stances in his mind, the insurrection of Massachusetts 
occurred, which turned the scale of opinion in favour 
of his joining the Convention. He viewed this event 
as awfully alarming. " For God*s sake tell me," said he 
in a letter to Colonel Humphroys, << what is the cause 
of all these commotions ? Do they proceed from licen^ 
tiousness, British influence disseminated by the tories 
or real grievances which admit of redress ? If the lat 
|_ ter, why w%s redress delayed until the publick mind 
had become so much agitated ? If the former, why are 
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not the powers of government tried at once ? It u aa 
veil to be vnthout ai not to exercise them." 

To Greneral Knox and other friends, similar appre- 
hensions were expressed. '^ I feel infinitely more than 
I can express to you, for the disorders which have 
arisen in these states. Good God ! who besides a tory 
oould have foreseen, or a Briton have predicted them ' 
I do assure you that even at this moment, when I re 
fleet upon the present aspect of our affairs, it seems 
to me like the visions of a dream. My mind can 
scarcely realize it as a thing in actual existence : — So 
strange, so wonderfiil, dods it appear to me. In this, as 
in most other matters, we are too slow. When this 
spirit first dawned, it might probably have been easily 
checked ; but it is scarcely within the reach of human 
ken, at this moment, to say when, where, or how, it 
will terminate. There are combustibles in every state, 
to which a spark might set fire. In bewailing, which 
I have often done with the keenest sorrow, the death 
of our much lamented frigid General Greene, I have 
accompanied my regrets of late with a query whether 
he would not have preferred such an exit, to the scenes 
which it is more than probable many of his compatriots 
may Uve to bemoan.-- 

** You talk, my good sk, of employing influence to 
appease the present tumuhs in Massachusetts. I 
know not where that influence is to be found ; nor if 
attainable, that it would be a proper remedy for these 
disorders. Influence is not governrntnt. Let us have 
a government by which our lives, liberties, and proper 
ties will be secured; or let us know the worst at once. 
Under these impressions my humble opinion is that 
there is a call for decision. Know then precisely what 
the insurgents aim at. If they have retU grievances, 
redress them if possible ; or acknowledge the justice 
of them, and your inability to do it in the present mo- 
ment. If they have not, employ the foice of the 
government against them at once. If this is inide- 
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qoate, aU will be convinced that the superitmetnr* ii 
bad, or wants support. To be more ezpoied in tht 
•yes of the world, and more contemptible than we al« 
readjr are, is hardly possible. To delay one or the other 
of these expedients is to exasperate on the one hand, 
•r to give confidence on the other, and will add to their 
numbers ; for, like mow-balls, such bodies increase bj 
every movement, unless there is something in th« 
way to obstruct and crumble them, before their weight 
is.too great and irresistible. 

** These are my sentiments. Precedents are das* 
gerous things. Let the reins of government then be 
braced, and held with a steady hand ; and every vio- 
lation of the Constitution be reprehended. If defae- 
tivd, let it be amended, but not suffered to be trampled 
upon while it has an existence.** 

A friend having intimated by letter his apprehension, 
that civil discord was near, in which event he would 
be obliged to act a publick part, or to leave the conti- 
nent. *' It is," said the General in reply, <^ with the 
deepest and most heart-felt concern, I per6eive,bysom« 
late paragraphs extracted from the Boston papers, that 
the insurgents of Massachusetts, fax from being satis- 
fied with the redress offered by their General Court, 
are still acting in open violation of law and govern- 
ment, and have obliged the Chief Magistrate, in a de- 
cided tone, to call upon the militia of the state to sup- 
port the constitution. 

** What, gracious God, is man ! That th/ere should 
be such inconsistency and perfidiousness in his con- 
duct. It is but the other day, that we were shedding 
our .blood to obtain the constitutions under which we 
live ; constitutions of our own choice and making j 
and now we are unsheathing the sword to overturn 
them. The thing is so unaccountable that I hardly 
know how to realize it ; or to persuade myself that I 
am not under the Jlusion of a dream. My mind, pre- 
vious to the receipt of your letter of the first ukim» 
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had often been agitated by a thought similar to the 
one you expresaed respecting a friend of youra ; bnt 
heaven forbid that a crisis should come when he shall 
be driven to the necessity of making a choice of either 
of the alternatives there mentioned." 

Having learned that the states had generally elected 
their representatives to the Convention, and Congress 
having given its sanction to it, he on the 28th of 
March communicated to the Govemour of Virginia, 
his consent to act as one of the delegates of his state 
on this important occasion. 

On the second Monday in May 1787, the delegates 
of twelve states met in Convention at Philadelphia, 
and unanimously elected General Georgs Washing- 
ton their President. The present Constitution of 
Government of the United States was the result of 
the deliberations and concessions of this venerable body. 

Although the friends of General Washington had 
fully acquiesced in the propriety of his retiring from 
publick life at the close of the revolutionary war, yet 
from the moment of the adoption of the Federal Con- 
stitution, all eyes were directed to him as the first 
President of the United States. His correspondents 
early endeavoured to prepare his mind to gratify the 
expectations of his country. Mr. Johnson, a dis- 
tinguished patriot of Maryland, wrote him, " We can- 
not do witliout you, and I and thousands more can ex- 
plain to any body but yourself why we cannot do 
without you," 

The struggle between inclination and duty was long 
and severe. His feelings on this occasion fully Ap- 
peared in the letters which he wrote to his friends on 
the subject Colonel Lee, then a member of Congress, 
communicating to General Washington the measures 
which that body were adopting to introduce the new 
government, thus alludes to the presidency. 

'' The solemnity of the moment, and its application 
to yowself, have fixed my mind in contemplations of 



1788.] LIFE OF WASHINGTON 75 

a publick and a personal nature , and I feel an involun- 
tary impulse which I cannot resist, to communicate, 
without reserve to jou some of the reflections which 
the hour has produced. Solicitous for our common 
happiness as a people, and convinced, as I continue to 
be, that o jr peace-and prosperity depend on the proper 
improvement of the present period, my anxiety is ex- 
treme that the new government may have an auspi- 
cious beginning. To efiect this, and to perpetuate a 
nation formed under your auspices, it is certain you 
will again be called forth. The same principles of de- 
votion to the good of mankind, which have invariably 
governed your conduct, will no doubt continue to rul 
your mind, however opposite their consequences may 
be to your repose and happiness. It may be wrong, 
but I cannot suppress in my wishes for national felici- 
ty a due regard for your personal fame and content. 

'< If the same success should attend your efforts on 
thjs important occasion ^hich has distinguished you 
hitherto, then, to be sure, you will have spent a life 
which Providence rarely, if ever, before gave to the 
lot of man. It is my anxious hope, it is my belief that 
this will be the case , but all things are uncertain, and 
perhaps nothing more so than political events. 

^' Without you, the government can have but little 
chance of success ; and the people, of that happiness 
which its prosperity must yield.** 

To these communications, the General thus replied * 

" Your observations' on the solemnity of the crisis, 
and its application to myself, bring before me subjects 
of the most momentous and interesting nature. In 
our endeavours to establish a new general government, 
tlie contest, nationally considered, seems not to have 
been so much for glory, as existence. It was for a 
long time doubtful whether we were to survive as an 
independent republick, or decline from our federal dig- 
nity into insignificant and wretched fragments of em- 
pire. The adootion of the constitution so extensively, 
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ui4 nritli so liber&l an acqmeicence on the part of the 
minoritie* in general, promiied the former ; but latelj, 
the circular letter of New-York has manifested in my 
apprehension an onfavourable, if not an insidious ten- 
dency to a contrary policy. I still hope for the best ; 
but before you mentioned it, I could not help feaiing 
it would serve as a standard to which the disaffected 
could resort. It is now evidently the part of all honest 
men, who are friends to the new constitution, to endea- 
▼our to give it a chance to disclose its merits and de* 
fects by carrying it fidrly into effect, in the first instance 
" The principal topick of your letter is, to me, a 
|i0int of great delicacy indeed, insomuch that I can 
scarcely, without some impropriety, touch upon it. In 
the first place, the event to which you allude may 
never happen, among other reasons because, if the 
partiality of my fellow-citizens conceive it to be a 
mean by which the sinews of the new government 
would be strengthened, it will of consequence be ob 
noxious to those who are in opposition to it ; many of ' 
whom, unquestionably, will be placed tantrng the elect- 
ors. This consideration alone would supersede the 
expediency «f announcing any definitive and irrevoca- 
ble resolution. Tou are among the small number of 
those who know ray invincible attachment to domes- 
tick life, and that my sincerest wish is to continue in 
the enjoyment of it solely, until my final hour. But 
the world would be neither so well instructed, nor so 
candidly disposed, as to believe me to be uninfluenced 
by sinister motives in case any circumstance should 
render a deviation from the line of conduct I had pre- 
scribed for myself indispensable. Should the contin- 
gency you suggest, take place, and (for ax^ument's 
•ake alone let me say) should my unfeigned reluctance 
to accept the office l^ overcome by a deference for the 
reaaona and opinions of my friends ; might I not, after 
the declarations I have made, (and heaven knows they 
were made in the sincerity of my heart) in the judg 
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ment of the impartial world^and of posterity , be clmrge- 
able with levity and inconsistency, if not with tashr 
iiess and ambition ? Nay, farther, would there not eves 
be some apparent fouixdation for the two former 
charges ^ Now, justice to myself, and tranquillity of 
conscience require that I should act a part, if not 
above imputation, at least capable of vindication. Nor 
will you conceive me to be too solicitous for reputa 
tion. Though I prize as I ought the good opinion of 
my fellow-citizens, yet if I know myself, I would not 
seek popularity at the expense of one social duty, or 
moral virtue. 

** While doing what my conscience informed me was 
right, as it respected my God, mj country, and my- 
self, I could despise all the party clamour and unjust 
censure which must be expected from some, whose 
personal enmity might be occasioned by their hostility 
to the government. I am conscious that I fear alone 
to give any real occasion for obloquy, and that I do 
not dread to meet with unmerited reproach. And 
c drtain I am, whensoever 1 shall be convinced the 
good of my country requires my reputation to bo put 
in risk, regard for my own fame will not come in 
competition with an object of so much magnitude. 

" If I declined the task, it would be upon quite 
another principle. Notwithstanding my advanced 
season of life, my increasing fondness for agricultural 
amusements, and my growing love of retirement, aug- 
ment and confirm my decided predeliction for the cha 
ractor of a private citizen, yet it will be no one of 
these motives, nor the hazard to which my formet 
reputation might be exposed, or the terrour of encoun- 
tering new fatigues and troubles, that would deter ma 
from an acceptance ; but a belief that some other per- 
son, who had less pretence and less inclination to be 
excused, could execute all the duties full as satisfscto- 
rily ail myself. To say more would be indiscreet ; at 
the disclosure of a refusal beforehand might incur tiM 
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ftppUeation of the fable, in which the fox is repreient- 
•d aa nndenraluing the grapes he could not reach. 
Tou will perceive, my dear sir, by what is here ob- 
•erred (and which yon will be pleased to consider in 
the light of a confidential communication) that my 
inclinations will dispose and decide me to remun as I 
auL; unless a clear and insurmountable conviction 
•hould be impressed on my mind, that some very dis- 
agreeable consequences must in all human probability 
result from tbe indulgence of my wishes." 

To similar suggestions from Colonel Hamilton, Ge- 
neral Washington replied. '^ On the delicate subject 
with which you conclude your letter I can say no- 
thing ; because the event alluded to may never hap- 
pen, and because in case it should occur, it would be a 
point of prudence to defer forming one*s ultimate and 
irrevocable decision, so long as new data might be af- 
forded for one to act with the greater wisdom and pro- 
priety. I would not wish to conceal my prevailing 
sentiment from you. For you know me well enough, 
my good sir, to be persuaded that I am not guilty oi 
affectation, when I tell you it is my great and sole 
desire to live and die in peace and retirement on my 
own farm. Were it even indispensable a different 
line of conduct should be adopted, while you and some 
others who are acquainted with my heart would aequU^ 
the world and posterity might probably accuse me of 
incansistency and ambition. Still I hope I shall always 
possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain (what 
I consider the most enviable of all titles) the character 
of an honest man. 

** Although I could not help observing from sereral 
publications and letters that my name had been some- 
times spoken of, and that it was possible that con* 
tingency which is the subject of your letter might 
happen, yet I thought it best to maintain a guarded 
■ilence, and to lack the counsel of my best friends 
(which I certainly hold in the highest estimation) ra 
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ther than to hazard an impatation unfriendly to the de- 
fioaey of my feelings. For, eitnated as I am, I could 
hardljrhring the question into the slightest discussion, 
ov ask an opinion even in the most confidential man- 
ner, without hetrajing in my judgment, some impro- 
priety of conduct, or without feeling au apprehensioL 
that a premature dii^lay of anxiety might be construed 
into a vain glorious desire of pushing myself into no- 
lioa as a candidate. Now, if 1 am not grossly deceived 
in myself, I should unfeignedly rejoice, in case the 
eleetors, by giving their votes in favour of some other 
person, would save me from the dreadful dilemma of be- 
ing forced to accept or refuse. If that may not be, I am 
in the next place, earnestly desirous of searching out 
the truth, and of knowing whether there does not ex- 
ist a probability that the government would be just as 
happily and effectually carried into execution without 
my aid, as with it. I am truly solicitous to obtain all 
the previous information which the circumstances will 
afford, and to determine (when the determination can 
with propriety be no longer postponed) according to 
the principles of right reason, and the dictates of a 
clear conscience ; without too great a reference to the 
unforeseen consequences which may affect my person 
or reputation. Until that period, I may fairly hold 
m5 self open to conviction, though I allow your senti- 
ments to have weight in them ; and I shall not pass 
by your arguments without giving them as dispas- 
Konate a consideration as I can possibly bestow upon 



** In taking a survey of the subject, in whatever 
point of light I have been able to place it, I wiu not 
■appress the acknowledgment, my dear sir, that I have 
always felt a kind of gloom upon my mind, as often as 
i have been taught to expect I might, and pei japs 
must ere long be called to make a decision. Tou will, 
I am well assured, believe the assevtion (though I 
hare little expectation it would gain credit from those 
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who Ar« leu acquainted with me) that if I should re- 
ceive the appointment, and should be preyailed upon 
to accept it ; the acceptance^would be attended with 
more diffidence and reluctance, than ever I experi- 
enced before in my life. It would be, however, with 
a fixed and sole determination of lending whatever as- 
sistance might be in my power to promote the publick 
weal, in hopes that at a convenient and early period, 
luy services might be dispensed with ; and that 1 might 
be permitted once more to retire — ^to pass an uncloud- 
ed evening after the stormy day of life, in the bosom 
of domestick tranquillity.** 

We have already made copious extracts from the 
letters of the General on the subject of the Presiden- 
cy ; but as thoy clearly describe his feelings and views 
on the near prospect of being agam summoned by his 
country into publick life, they must be interesting to 
all. We will close them with the following commu 
nicationB made to General Lincoln, who had also com- 
municated to him the expectation of his friends, ** I 
would willingly pass over in silence that part of your 
letter, in which you mention the persons who are can- 
didates for the two first offices in tho executive, if I did 
not fear the omission might seem to betray a want of 
confidence. Motives of delicacy have prevented me 
hitherto from conversing or writing on this subject, 
whenever I could avoid it with decency. I may, how- 
ever, with great sincerity, and I believe without of- 
fending against modesty or propriety, say to you, that 
I most heartily wish the choice to which you allude 
might not fall upon me ; and that if it should, I must 
reserve to myself the right of making up my final de 
cision, at the last moment, when it can be brought 
into one view, and when the expediency or inexpedi- 
ency of a refusal can be more judiciously determined 
than at present. But be assured, my dear sir, if from 
any inducement I shall bo persuaded ultimately to ac- 
cept, it will not be (so far as I know my own heart) 
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firom any of a private )f personal nature. Every per- 
sonal eonsideratiun conspires to riTet me (if I may 
use the expression) to retirement. At my time of 
life, and under my circumstances, nothing in this 
world can ever draw me from it, unless it be a 
conviction that the partiality of my countrymen 
bud made my services absolutely necessary, joined 
to a fear that my refusal might induce a belief 
that I preferred the conseryation of my own repu- 
tation and private ease, to the good of my country. 
After all, if I should conceive myself in a manner 
constrained to accept, I call heaven to witness, that 
this very act would be the greatest sacrifice of my 
personal feelings and wishes that ever I have been 
called upon to make. It would be to forego repose 
and domestick enjoyment for trouble, perhaps publick 
obloquy ; for I should consider myself as entering 
upon an unexplored field, enveloped on every side with 
clouds and darkness. 

'* From this embarrassing situation I had naturally 
supposed that my declarations at the close of the war 
would have saved me ; and that my sincere intentions, 
then publicklymade known, would have effectually pre- 
cluded me for ever afterwards from being looked 
upon as a candidate for any office. This hope, as 
a last anchor of worldly happiness in old age, I had 
still carefully preserved ; untU the publick papers, and 
private letters from my correspondents in almost every 
quarter, taught me to apprehend that I might soon be 
Obliged to answer the question, whether I would go 
again into publick life or not." 

In event it appeared, that amidst the discordance of 
opinion, respecting the merits of the Federal Consti- 
tution, there was but one sentiment, through the 
United States, respecting the man who should admi- 
nister the government. On counting the Totes of the 
electors of President and Vice President,'' it was found 
that General Gborox WAsniKaTow had \lietr nnani- 
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I vnffrage, and was chosen President of the UnitedT 
States for four years from the 4th of March 1789. 

On the 14th of April, oliicial information reached 
him of hts election. Having already made up his 
mind to obey the summons of a whole country, on the 
■econd day after this notification, he quitted the quiet 
walks of Mount Vernon for the arduous duties of the 
■apreme magistracy of his nation. Although grateful 
for this renewed declaration of the favourable opinion 
of the community, yet his determination to accept the 
office was accompanied with diffidence and apprehen- 
sion. <^ I wish," he observed, " that there may not' be 
reason for regretting the choice, for indeed kll I can 
promise is, to accomplish that which can be done by 
an honest ^eal.*' The feelings, with which ho entered 
upon publick life, he left upon his private journal. 

" About ten o'clock, 1 bade adieu to Mount Vernon, 
to private life, and to domestick felicity ; and with a 
mind oppressed with more anxious and painful sensa 
tions than I have words to express, set out for New 
York, with the best dispositions to render service to 
my country in obedience to its call, but with less hope 
of answering its expectations." 

He was met on the road by the gentlemen of Alex 
andria, and conducted to a publick dinner. From the 
numerous addresses presented to the General on this 
occasion, we select that of the citizens of Alexandria, 
because it is a testimonial of the affection and venera- 
tion in which his neighbours and friends held his pri • 
vate as well as puolick character, and because, in itself 
it has peculiar interest. The following is the address . 

" Again your country commands your care. Obe* 
dient to its wishes, unmindful of your ease, wc see you 
again relinquishing the bliss of retirement, and this 
too at a period of life, when nature itself seems to au- 
thorize a preference of repose ! 

" Not to extol your glory as a soldier ; not to pour 
fi>rth our gratitude for past MrYices ; not to acknow 
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edge the justice of the unexampled honour which has 
leen conferred upon you by the spontaneous and 
unanimous suffrages of three millions of freemen, in 
▼our election to the supreme magistracy ; nor to ad 
Hire the patriotism which directs your conduct, do 
▼our neighbours and friends now address you. Themes 
ess splendid, but more endearing, impress our minds. 
The first and best of citizens must leave us. Our 
aged must lose their ornament ; our youth their mo- 
del ; our agriculture its improver ; our commerce its 
friend ; our infant academy its protector ; our poor 
their benefactor, and the interiour navigation of tbp 
Potomack (an event replete with the most extensive 
utility already, by your unremitted exertions, brought 
into partial use) its institutor and promoter. 

" Farewell ! — go ! and make a grateful people happy, 
a people^ who will be doubly grateful when they con 
template this recent sacrifice for their interest. 

** To that Being, who maketh and unmaketh at his 
will, we commend you ; and after the accomplishment 
of the arduous business tc which you are called, may 
he restore to us again, the best of men, and the most 
beloved fellow citizen !" 

Tq which General Washington replied as follows : 
" Gentlemen, 

*^ Although I ought not to conceal, yet I cannot de- 
scribe the painful emotions which I felt in being called 
upon to determine whether I would accept or refuse 
the Presidency of the United States. The manimity 
hi the choice, the opinion of my friends communicated 
from different parts of Europe as well as from Ameri- 
ca, the apparent wish of those who were not eiitirely 
satisfied with the constitution in its present form ; and 
an ardent desire on my own part to be instrumental in 
connecting the good will of my countrymen towards 
each other, have induced an acceptance. Those who 
know me Dest (and you, my fellow citizens, are, from 
four situation, in that number) know better thaif any 
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others my loTe of retirement is m> great, that no earth 
ly conaideration, short of a conyiction of duty, could 
have prevailed upon me to depart from my resolutien 
never more to take any ahare in transactions of a pub- 
lick nature. For at my age, and in my circumstances, 
what prospects or advantages could I propose to myself, 
from embarking again on the tempestuous and uncer- 
tain '>cean of publick life ? I do not feel myself under 
the necessity of making publick declarations, in order 
to convince you, gentlemen, of my attachment to your- 
selves, and regard for your interests. The whole te- 
nour of my life has been open to your inspection ; and 
my past actions, rather than my present declarations, 
must be the pledge of my future conduct. 

'* In the mean time I thank yon most sincerely for 
the expressions of kindness contained in your valedic- 
tory address. It is true, just after having bade adiea 
to my domestick connezv)ns, this tender proof of your 
friendships is but too well calculated still farther to 
awaken my sensibility, and increase my regret at part 
ing from the enjoyments of private life. 

" All that now remains for me is to comm't roynell 
and you to the protection of that beneficent Being 
who, on a former occasion, hath happily brought us 
together after a long and distressing separation. Per- 
haps the same gracious Providence will again indulge 
me. Unutterable sensations must then be left to moid 
expressive silence — ^while from an aching heart, I bid 
you all, my affectionate friends, and kind neighi>ours!9 
fiureweU !" 

It was the wish of General Washihoton to avoid 
parade on his journey to the seat of government, bat 
he found it impossijle. Numerous bodies of respect- 
able citizens, aiod detachments from the militia escorts 
ed him the whole distance, and at every place through 
which he passed, he received the most flattering evi- 
dence of the high estimation, in which his countrymva 
hsl^his talents and his virtues 



THE NEW YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



ASTCR, LENOX AND 
TILDi'N FOUNDATIOtNS. 




"^l^tel 





n 






^ 


1 . 




^^x? 


ih,-:!|W 


-^ 


:?■? 



li^ 



K 



ITmi ^IF£ OF VYASUmGTON. 86 

Gray*8 bridge over the Schuylkill was, with much 
taite, embellished on the occasion. At each elA) arch- 
es were erected composed of laurel, in imitation of a 
Roman triumphal arch ; and on each side was a laurel 
shrubbery. As the General passed, a youth by the aid 
4»f Bijscb^iery (unperceiyed by him) let down upon his 
head a civick crown. Through avenues and streets 
IhijOi^ed with people, he passed from the Schuylkill 
^iV> Philadelphia, and at night the city was illumi- 

At Trenton, the ladies presented him with a tribute 
/of gratitude for the protection which, twelve years 
befiMre, he gave them, worthy of the taste and refine- 
laent of the sex.- On the bridge over the creek which 
rans through this place, a triumphal arch was erected 
on thirteen pillars ', these were entwined with laurel 
^d decorated with flowers. On the front of the arch 
was the following inscription, in large gilt letters, 

THE DEFENDER OF THE MOTHERS 

WILL BE THE 

PROTECTOR L !♦' THE DAUGHTERS. 

On the centre of the arch above the inscription was 
jl do|ne of floweis and evergreens encircling the dates 
of two events partic^ilarly interesting to the inhabit- 
ants of New-Jersey, viz. the successful assault on the 
Hessisn post in Trenton, and the gallant stand made 
1^ General Washington- at the same creek on the 
evening preceding the battle of Princeton. A nume- 
rous party of matrons, holding their daughters in their 
hands, who were dressed in white and held on their 
arms baskets of flowers, assembled at this place, and 
en his approach the daughters sung the following ode, 

Welcome, Mighty Chief, once more 
Welcome to this grateful shore ; 
Now no mercenary foe 
Aims again the fatal blow, 
Aims at THEE the fatal blow. 
Vol. U. 8 
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Virgins fair and matrons grave 
Tiiose thy conquering arms did save. 
Build for THEE triumphal bowen ; 
Strew ye fair his way with flowers, 
Strew your HEROs way with flowen. 

At the last line the flowers were strewed before 
him. 

On the eastern shore of New- Jersey, he was met by 
ft Committee of Congress, and accompanied over the 
river in an elegant barge, of thirteen oars, and man- 
ned by thirteen branch pilots. 

" The display of boats," observes the General in his 
diary, ** which attended and joined on this occasion, 
some wit': vocal and others with instrumental mnsick 
on board; the decorations of the ships, the roar of 
cannon, and the loud acclamations of the people which 
rent the sky as I passed along the wharves, filled my 
mind with sensations as painful (contemplating the re- 
verse of this scene, which may be the casa after all my 
endeavours to do good) as they were pleasing." 

He landed on the 23d of Ap'il at the stairs on Mur- 
ray's wharf, which were high^ ornamented for the 
purpose. At this place the Governour of New- York 
received him, and with military honours, and amidst 
an immense concourse of people, conducted him to his 
apartments in the city. At the close of the day. Fo- 
reign Ministers and other characters of distinction^ 
made him congratulatory visits, and the publick exhiM- 
tion was at night closed by a brilliant illuminatioB. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Inaiifttratini of the Pretident— Hu Addreu to Ckmcreu— Aofwon 
of tho two HouflM — Tho Arranfementf of hii Hounehold— Hit 
RMulationR for Viiitori— The Keaisoni of their adoption— The 
Belationi of the Unitod States with Foreign Poweri— <;(>!-^ren 
Mtabliahet the Oojiartmenta of the Government — Tho ProMKlont 
filb them — ^He rigiti New-England — Uis Reception — AddroMoa 
to him — ^Hia Anaweri — ^Necotiations with the Indians — Treaty 
with the Creek^M-War with the Wabaih and Miamii Trilies 
— General Ilarmar^a Expedition — St. Clair defeated— General 
Wayne Tietoriona and roakea a Treaty with them — Second See- 
iioa of Consresa — Fiscal Arrancementa of the Secretary of tho 
Treasury — ^Indisposition of the Proaident- He visits Mount Ver- 
non— Meeta ConjrreKi at Philadelphia— Ilia Tour to the Southern 
Statea — Second Concresa — ^The President refuses his sixnature to 
the Hepreaentatlve Bill— Contemplates retiring to Private Life 
— Consonta to be a Candidate for the Second Presidency. 

1780. In adjusting the ceremonies of the inaugura- 
tion of the President, Congress determined that tho 
oath of office should be admiifistered to him in an 
open gallery adjoining the Hall of the Senate. Ac* 
cordingly on the 30th of April, General Washingtoit 
attended, and, in a view of a vast assemblage of peo- 
ple, was constitutionally qualified for the administra- 
tion of the government. On his being proclaimed 
President of the United States, reiterated acclamations 
testified the interest and the pleasure which the at- 
tending multitude felt in the transaction. 

The President immediately entered tho Senate 
chamber and msde the following Speech to the twu 
branches of the Legislature. 

''Fellow citizens of the senate, and 
of the house of representatives, 

'' Among the vicissitudes incident to life, no event 
could have filled me with greater anxieties than tliat 
of which the notification was transmitted by your or- 
der, and received on the 14th day of the present mon«ii. 
On the one hand, I was summoned by my country, 
whose voice I can never bear hut with veneration and 
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loY«,from a retreat which I had choMowith the fondeit 
predilection, and, in my flattering hopes, with an im* 
mutable decision as the asylum of my declining years : 
a retreat which was rendered every day more necessa- 
ry as well as more dear to me, by the addition of habit 
to inclination, and of frequent interruptions ill my 
health to the gradual waste committed on it by time. 
On the other hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the 
trust to which the voice of my country called me, bto- 
Ing sufficient to awaken in the wisest and most expe* 
rienced of her citizens, a distrustful scrutiny into Ida 
qualifications, could not but overwhehn with despond- 
ence one, who, inheriting inferiour endowments from 
natare, and unpractised in the duties of civil adminis- 
tration, ought to be peculiarly oonseious of his own 
deficiencies. In this conflict of emotions, all I dare 
aver is, that it has been my faithfhl study to collect 
my duty from a just appreciation of every circttM- 
stance by which it might be affected. All I dare hop# 
is, that if in accepting this task I have been tod mwHk 
swayed by a grateful remembrance of former ihflAaneeii 
or by an affectionate sensibility to this transcendent 
proof of the confidence of my fellow citizeni ; and 
have thence too little consulted my incapacity as well 
as disinclination for the weighty and untried cares be* 
fore me ; my errour will be palliated by the motivM 
which misled me, and its consequences be judged hf 
my country, with some share of the partiality in which 
they originated. ^ 

" Such being the impressions under which I hav^, 
in obedience to the publick summons, repaired to the 
present station, it would be peculiarly improper to 
omit in this first official act, my fervent supplications 
to that Almighty Being, who rules over the universe, 
who presides in the councils of nations, and whose 
providential aids can supply every human defect, that 
his benediction may consecrate to the liberties tatd 
happiness of the people of the United States, a goreni- 
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ment instituted by tbemselveB for these essential par- 
poRos, and may enable every instrument employed in 
its administration, to execute with success the func 
tions allotted to bis charge. In tendering this homage 
to the great Author of every publick and private good, 
I assure myself that it expresses your sentiments not 
less than my own ; nor those of my fellow citizens at 
large, less than either. No people can be bound to 
acknowledge and adore the invisible hand, which con- 
ducts the affairs of men, more than the people of the 
United States. Every step by which they have ad- 
vanced to the character of an independent nation, 
seems to have been distinguished by some token of 
providential agency. And in the important revolution 
just accomplished in the system of their united govern- 
ment, theKranquil deliberations and voluntary consent 
of so many distinct communities, from which the 
event has resulted, cannot be compared with the 
means by which most governments have been establish- 
ed, without some return of pious gratitude along with 
a humble anticipation of the future blessings which 
the past seem to presage These rellections, arising 
out of the present crisis, lave forced themselves too 
strongly on my mind to be suppressed. You will join 
with me, I trust, in thinking that there are none under 
the influence of which, the proceedings of a new and 
firee government can moro auspiciously commence. 

*' By the article establishing the executive depart- 
ment, it is made the duty of the President * t<i«recom- 
mend to your consideration, such measures as he shall 
judge necessary and expedient.' The circumstances 
under which I now meet you, will acquit me from en- 
tering into that subject, farther than to refer you to 
the great Constitutional Charter under which we are 
assembled ; and which in defining your powers, desig- 
nates the objects to which your attention is to be given. 
It will be more consistent with those circumstances^ 
and far more congenial with the feelings which acta 
8* 



M LIFE OF WASHINGTON pT®. 

ate me to mibstitnte in place of a recommendation of 
particular measiireB, the tribute that is due to the 
talents, the rectitude, and the patriotism which adorn 
the characters selected to devise and adopt them. In 
these honourable qualifications, I behold the surort 
pledges, that as on one side, no local prejudices or at- 
tachments, no separate views nor party animosities, 
will misdirect the comprehensive and equal eye which 
ought to watch over this great assemblage of commu- 
nities and interests : so, on another, that the founda- 
tions of our national policy will bd laid in the pure 
and immutable principles of private morality ; and the 
pre-eminence of a free ^government be exemplified by 
all the attributes which can win the affections of its 
citizens, and command the respect of the world. 

** I dwell on this prospect with every satisfiiction 
which an ardent love for my country can inspire *, 
since there is no truth more thoroughly established, 
than that there exists in the economy and course of 
nature, an indissoluble union between virtue and hap- 
piness — ^between duty and advantage— between the 
genuine maxims of an honest and magnanimous policy, 
and the solid rewards of publick prosperity and felicity. 
Since we ought to be no less persuaded that the pro- 
pitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a 
nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and 
right, which Heaven itself has ordained : and since the 
preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the desti- 
ny of the republican model of government, are justly 
considered as deeply, perhaps as finally staked, on the 
experiment entrusted to the hands of the American 
people. 

** Besides the ordinary objects submitted to y<mr 
care, it will remain with your judgment to decide hew 
far an exercise of the occasional power delegated by 
the fiflh article of the Constitution is rendered expe- 
dient at the present juncture, by the nature of objec- 
tions which have been urged against the system, or by 
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the degree of inquietude which has given birth to 
them. Instead of undertaking particular recommen- 
dations on this subject, in which I could be guided by 
no lights derived from official opportunities, I shall 
again give way to my entire confidence in your dis- 
•eernment and pursuit of the publickgood ; for I assure 
myself, that whilst you carefully avoid every altera- 
tion which might endanger the benefits of an united 
and effective government, or which ought to await the 
future lessons of experience ; a reverence for the 
character] stick rights of freemen, and a regard for the 
puhlick harmony, will sufficiently influence your de- 
liberations on tlie question, how far the former can be 
more impregnably fbrtified, or the latter be safely and 
advantageously promoted. 

" To the preceding observations I have one to add, 
which will be most properly addressed to the House 
of Representatives. It concerns myself, and will 
therefore be as brief as possible. When I was first 
honoured with a call into the service of my country, 
then on the eve of an arduous struggle for its libertiea, 
the light in which I contemplated my duty, required 
that I should renounce every pecuniary compensation. 
From this resolution I have in no instance departed. 
And being still under the impressions which produced 
it, I must decline as inapplicable to myself, any share 
in the personal emoluments, which may be indispensa- 
bly included in a permanent provision for the execu- 
tive department ; and must accordingly pray that the 
pecuniary estimates for the station in which I am plac' 
od, may, during my continuation in it, be limited to 
such actual expenditures as the publick good may be 
thought to require. 

" Haviug thus imparted to you my sentiments, as 
they have been awakened by the occasion which brings 
us together, I shall take my present leave ; but not 
without resorting once more to the benign Parent of 
the human race, in humble supplication, that since ha 
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has been pleased to favour the American people with 
opportunities for deliberatingr in perfect tranquillity, 
and dispositions for deciding with unparalleled una* 
nimitj on a fi^rm of groyernment for the security of 
their union, and the advancement of their happiness ; 
so his divine blessing may be equally conspicuous in 
the enlarged views, the temperate consultations, and 
the wise measures on which the success of this go* 
yernment must depend." 

The answer of the Senate was highly respectful 
and affectionate. 

" The unanimous suffrage of the elective body in 
your favour, is peculiarly expressive of the gratitude, 
confidence, and affection of the citizens of America, 
and is the highest testimonial at once of your merit, 
and their esteem. We are sensible. Sir, that nothing 
but the voice of your fellow citizens could have called 
you' from a retreat, chosen by the fondest predilection, 
endeared by habit, and consecrated to the repose of 
declining years. We rejoice, and with us, all Ameri- 
ca, that, in obedience to the call of our common coun- 
try, you have returned once more to pablick lifb. Id 
you all parties confide, in you all int<9rests unite, and 
we have no doubt that your past services, great as they 
have been, will be equalled by your future exertions ; 
and that your prudence and sagacity, as a statesmau, 
will tend to avert the dangers to which we were ex- 
posed, to give stabiUty to the present government, and 
dignity and splendour to that country, which your 
skill and valour as a soldier, so eminently contributed 
to raise to independence and empire. 

« When we contemplate the coincidence of circum 
stances, and wonderful combination of causes which 
gradually prepared the people of this country for in- 
dependence ; when we contemplate the rise, progress, 
and termination of the late war, which gave them a 
name among the nations of the earth, we are, with 
you, unavoidably led to acknowledge and adore the 
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gifvot Arbiter of the uaivetM, by whom empirefl rise 
and fiitt. A review of the «any signal instances of 
dktme interpoeitiou in fkyour of this country, claime 
our Moet filottB gmtitade. And permit us, Sir, to ob- 
84rf«/tb«t 4aiioiig the great events whioh have led to 
tfMi Ibrmatioii and eetablishment of a federal govern- 
ment, we esteem your aceeptance of the oiEce of Pre- 
•ident) an due of the most propitious and important.'* 

The Hewe^ equally affeetionate and respectful in 
their aMWov^ say i 

<« The KepFesentalivee of the People of the United 
States, present their congratulations on the event by 
wliieh your felfow oitixenfl have attested the pre-emi- 
mmee of ywur met it. Ton have long held the first 
plaee itt theif esteem $ you have often received tokens * 
6f their aiftotieft ; yt>u now possess the only proof that 
remaiiitfd of their gritittade fer your services, of their 
revenuee for your wlidOM, aad of their confidence in 
your vtrtttM. You ohjoy the highest, because the 
truest honovT) of being Uie First Magistrate, by the 
muidiAoiie choice of the freest people on the face of 
tfaeMftb. 

" We well know the aiixieties with which you must 
lmtY$ obeyed the summons, from the repose reserved 
for yo«r deeiinjng years, into publick scenes, of which 
you had t^en your leave for ever ; but the obedience 
wve ^e to the ocoarion. It is already applauded by 
the universal joy which welcomes you to your statioji, 
«nd we eanaot doubt that it wiU be rewarded with all 
th« satisfketicn, with which an ardent love for your 
Mow eiticem must review successful efforts to pro- 
mote their happiness. 

^* This aatieipation is not justified merely by the 
pttst ekperienoe of your signal services. It is particu- 
litly suggested by the pious impressions under which 
y«u Ciommeitee your administration, and the enlighten- 
ed maxims by which yon mean to conduct it. We 
fiKi Vfith you the strongest obligations to adore the in- 
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Tuible hand which has led the American people through 
M> many difficulties, to cherish a conscious responsibi 
litj for the destiny of republickn liberty, and to seek 
the only sure means of preserying and recommending 
the precious deposite in a system of legislation, found* 
ed on the principles of an honest policy, and directed 
by the spirit of a difTusiye patriotism. 

<^ The question arising out of the fifth article of thtf 
Constitution will receive all the attention demanded 
jy its importance, and will, we trust, be decided under 
the influence of all the considerations to which you 
allude. 

*^ In forming the pecuniary provisions for the exe- 
cutive department, we shall not lose sight of a wish 
'resulting from motives which give it a peculiar claim 
to our regard. Tour resolution, in a moment critical 
to the liberties of your country, to renounce all per- 
sonal emolument, was among the many presages of 
your patriotick services, which have been amply fulfil- 
led ; and your scrupulous adherence now to the law 
then imposed on yourself, cannot fiiil to demonstrate 
the purity, whilst it increases the lustre of a charac- 
ter, which has so many titles to admiration. 

" Such are the sentiments with which we have " 
thought fit to address you. They flow from our own 
hearts, and we verily believe, that among the miUioni 
we represent, there is not a virtuous citizen whos* 
heart will disown them. 

'* All that remains is, that we join in your fervent 
supplications for the blessings of Heaven on our coun- 
try ; and that we add our own for the choicest of tliosa 
blessings on the most beloved of her citizens." 

While waiting the movements of the Legislature, the 
President endeavoured fully to acquunt himself with 
the state of publick aflairs, and for this purpose, he 
called upon those who had been the heads of depart . 
ments under the confederation, to report to him the 
situation of their respective concerns. He also, hav 
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liig consulted with hia friends, adopted a ajstem lot 
the order of his own household, for the regulation of 
his hours of business, and of intercourse with those 
who, in a formal manner, visited him as the Supreme 
Magistrato of the nation. 

He publickly announced that neither visits of busi- 
ness nor ceremony would be expected on Sunday, as 
he wished to reserve this day sacredly to himself 
Other regulations, adopted at this time, were at a sub- 
■equent period compluned of as partaking too much 
of monarchical customs. To a friend in Virginia, who 
had made known these complaints, the President gave 
the following reasons for their adoption. 

'* While the eyes of America, perhaps of the world, 
are turned to this government, and many are watch- 
ing the movements of those who are concerned in its 
administration, I should like to be informed through 
BO good a medium, of the pnblick opinion of both men 
and measures, and of none more than myself: — not 
BO much of what may be thought commendable parts, 
if any, of my conduct, as of those which are conceived 
to be of a different complexion. The man who means 
to commit no wrong, will never be guilty of enormi- 
ties, consequently can never be unwilling to leam 
what are ascribed to him as foibles. If tiiey are really 
such, the knowledge of them, in a well disposed mind, 
will go half way towards a reform. If they are not 
errours, he can explain and justify the motives of his 
actions. At a distance, from the theatre of action, 
truth is not always related without eml/ellishments, 
and sometimes is entirely perverted, from a miscon 
eeption of the causes which produced the effects that 
are the subject of censure. 

" This leads me to think that a system which I found 
U indispensably necessary to adopt upon my first com- 
ing to this city, might have undergone severe stric- 
tures, and have had motives, very foreign from thosn 
that governed me, assignod as the causes thereof^- 1 
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mean first, returning no visits; secondy appmtifig 
certain days to receive them generally, (not to the •«« 
elusion, however, of visits on any other days wiAet 
particular circumstances) and third, at first entartstfir 
ing no coiupany, and afterwards (until I was unaU* 
to entertain any at all) confining it to official ehariM^- 
ters. A few days evinced the necessity of ihe !«• 
first in so. clear a point of view, that had I not wiopi^d 
it, I should have been unable to hive attended to Any 
sort of business, unless I had applied the hours ftUotted 
to rest and refreshment to this purpose ; &r by the 
time I had dono breakfast, and thence until dinoar* 
and afterwards until bed time, I could not get reiiev* 
ed from the ceremony of one visit, before I hail to at- 
tend to another. In a word, I had no leisure to read 
or to answer the despatches that were pouring in upon 
me from all quarters. 

** Before the custom was established, which now ae? 
commodates foreign characters, strangers, and others, 
who, from motives of curiosity, respect to tlie Chief 
Magistrate, or any other cause, are induced to call 
upon me, I was unable to attend to any business what^ 
soever. For, gentlemen, consulting their own conve- 
nience rather than mine, were calling from the time 
I rose from breakfast, often before, until I sat down to 
dinner. This, as I resolved not to neglect my publiok 
duties, reduced mo to the choice of one of these alter- 
natives ; either to refuse them altogether, or to appn>> 
priate a time for the reception of them. The fimt 
would, I well knew, Le disgusting to many } the latter, 
I expected, would undergo animadversions from tlfose 
who would find &ult with or without cause. To 
please every body was impossible. I therefore adopted 
that line of conduct which combined publick advantage 
witli private convenience, and which in my judgment 
was unexceptionable in itself 

*' These visits are optional. They are made with- 
out invitation. Between the hours of three and foor 
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•Tory TuoBddj I am prepared to receive them. Gen ^ 
tlemen, often in great numbers, come and gOy chat 
with each other, and act as they please. A portei 
shows them into the room, and they retire from it 
when they choose, and without ceremony. At their 
first entrance, they salute me, and I them, and as 
many as I can talk to, I do. What pomp there is in 
all this, I am unable to discover. Perhaps it conisists 
in not sitting : to this, two reasons are opposed ', first, 
it is unusual ; secondly, (which is a more substantial 
one) because I have no room large enough to contain 
a third of the chairs which would be sufficient to admit 
it. If it is supposed that ostentation, or the fashions 
of courts, (which, by the bye, I believe originate oflen- 
er in convenience, not to say necessity, than is gene- 
rally imagined) gave rise to this custom, I ^iU boldly 
affirm that no supposition was ever more erroneous ; 
for were I to indulge my inclinations, every moment 
diat I could withdraw from the fatigues of mj station, 
should be spent in retirement. That they are not, 
proceeds from the sense I entertain of the propriety 
of giving to every one as free access as consists with 
that respect which is due to the chair of government ; 
and that respect, I conceive, is neither to be acquired 
or preserved but by maintaining a just medium be- 
tween much state, and too great familiarity. 

'^ Similar to the above, but of a more familiar and 
sociable kuid, are the visits of every Friday aflernoon 
to Mrs. Y^ashington, where I always am. These pub- 
lick meetings, and a dinner once a week to as many 
as my table will hold, with the references io and from 
the different departments of state, and other commu- 
nications with all parts of the union, is as much, if not 
more, thkn I am able to undergo ; for I have already 
had, within less than a year, two severe attacks ; — ^the 
last worse than the first : — a third, it is more than pro- 
bable, will put me to sleep with my fathers — at what 
distance this may be, I know not.'* 

Vol. II. 9 
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At the commencement of the Pretidencj of General 
Wi.tHiifOTOff» a Yariety of circumstances combined to 
create anxietj and apprehension respecting the opera- 
tions of the government. 

The relation of the country with foreign powers 
was critical and embarrassing. Spain disc-overed 
jealousies of the American people, and manifested a 
disposition to check their progress to national wealth 
and strength. She had refused negotiation with the 
American government, and deified to its subjects tlie 
navigation of the Mississippi south of the boundary of 
the United States. 

Between Great Britain and the United States, great 
causes of altercation existed. Just complaints of the 
non-execution of essential articles of Uie treaty of 
peace were mutually made, and an irritable state of 
mind appeared in both nations, which rendered the ad- 
justment of the controversy the more difficult. 

France early discovered a disposition to take advan- 
tage of the partiality of the American peoole, to gain 
an influence in their counoib, and to acquire the cen- 
tre] of their destiny. 

The Indians, through the whole extent of the west- 
em frontier, manifested great inquietude. Their jea« 
lousies of the United States were supposed to have 
been excited by the intrigues of Spanish and British 
partisans, and most of the tribes assumed a ybtj threat- 
ining attitude. 

In addition to these foreign difficulties, there w^re 
considerations of a domestick nature, peculiarly calcu- 
lated to excite apprehension. 

The wholo plan of the Federal Government was 
new. In no branch of it was there a precedent ; but 
6rst principles and general rules were to be estublislied 
' in every department. The United States were with- 
out funds or revenue, and were destitute of pubiick 
eredit. 

Many distinguished characters, in dilferent parts of 
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the Umon, were from the first opposed ^ to the Federal 
Constitution. Debates in state ConyeLiions on its 
principles, had enkindled no inconsiderable degree of 
animosity. It had been ratified in them generally by 
small majorities, and in some instances this majority 
had been obtained, by annexing provisional amend. 
ments to the ratification. It was therefore to be ap> 
prehended that many of the members of the Legisla- 
tore were hostile to the Constitution, a^d would, un> 
der the idea of amending, sacrifice its spirit, or by their 
opposition to every salutary measure, prevent an ex- 
periment of a republican form of Government, auspi- 
ciously begun, from being fairly completed. 

Happily the American people retained their confi- 
dence in those distinguished statesmen, who had been 
their leaders in the controversy with Great Britain, 
which terminated in National Independence ; and 
these statesmen, imitating at this crisis the pub]ick 
spirit of the General of the revolutionary war, con- 
sented to forego the pleasures and emoluments of pri- 
vate life, for the service of their oonntry. Many of 
them were the successfiil candidates for popular suf- 
frage to compose the Legislature of the nation, and the 
^rst Congress consisted of men eminent for their ta- 
lents and political information, and venerable for their 
patriotism and virtue. A decided majority of these 
were the friends of the Constitution, and were dispos- 
al to make every exertion to carry it into execution 
Qf on a liberal and efficient plan. 

One of the first acts of the Legislature was to estar 
blish those departments which were necessary to aid 
the Executive in the administration of the govern- 
ment. 

In filling these departments, the President was to 
perform an important and delicate duty. Applications 
for office had been numerous, and the following ox* 
tract of a letter written to a friend, who had applied 
•ven before General Wa«h-^€tor accepted the P-esi- 
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denoj, will iihow the diBposition with which he exe 
CO <mI thii ticust. 

" Should it become absolutely necessary fcr me to 
occupy the station in which your letter presupposes 
me, I have determined to go into it, perfectly free 
from all engagements of every nature whatsoever 
A conduct in conformity to this resolution, would en« 
able me in balancing the various pretensions of diffe- 
rent candidates for appointments, to act with a sole 
reference to justice and the publick good. This i«, in 
substance, the answer that I have given to all applies* 
tions (and they are not few) which have already been 
made. Among the places sought after in these app]i« 
cations, I must not conceal that the office to whidh 
you particularly allude, is comprehended. This fact, 
I tell you merely as a matter of information. My ge*- 
neral manner of thinking, as to the propriety of hold- 
ing myself totally disengaged, will apologize for mf 
not enlarging further on the subject. 

" Though I am sensible that the publick suifrage 
which places a man in office, should prevent him from 
being swayed, in the execution of it, by his private in- 
clinations, yet he may assuredly, without violating his 
duty, be indulged in the continuance of his former at- 
tachments." 

His consequent nominations fuUy proved the parity 
of these declarations, and attested that his selection of 
characters, for the respective offices to be tilled, was 
made with great judgment and prudence. Removed 
from the influence of- local and family consideratiohs, 
he directed his attention to the publick interest. 
Where qualifications were equal, the candidate who 
could claim the merit of publick service, had the pre- 
ference in his appointment. 

His cabinet was composed of Mr. Jefferson, Secre- 
tary of State, Colonel Hamilton, Secretary of the 
Treasury, General Knox, Secretary of War, and Mr 
£dmund Randolph, Attorney General. 
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The sejsion of Congress contiraed to September* 
perfect harmony sabsisted through this period between 
the Executive and the Legislature, and no circum- 
stance threatened to interrupt it. 

A^ the adjournment of Congress, the President made 
preparations for a tour through New-England, to view 
the improvements of the country and to judge of the 
disposition of the people towards the newly establisheo 
government. Accordingly, on the 15th of October, he 
began his joufney ; and, passing through Connecticut 
and Massachusetts went as far as Portsmouth in New- 
Hampshire ; returning by a different route, he arrived 
on the 13th of November at New-Tork. 

Many circumstances were combined during this visit 
to excite his sensibility and to render it grateful to his 
best feelings. His journey carried him through the 
most populous and cultivated part of the United Statesj 
and gave him a favourable opportunity to notice the 
progress of the country in those improvements, which 
constitute the strength, the wealth, and ornament of 
society. He visited the scene of his first campaign, 
and must have experienced elevated reflections in con- 
trasting the present situation of himself and his coun- 
try, with his and their condition at the commencement 
of the revolutionary war. Every where he remarked 
a steady attachment to the Federal Government, and 
received the most grateful evidence of unqualified 
approbation of the measures of the Administration. In 
every place through which he passed, business was 
suspended, and all classes of citizens were eagerly era 
ployed to obtain a sight of the Father of their country , 
and to join in the common expressions of veneration 
and attachment. Military parade, processions, and 
triumphal arches, awaited him in those populous towns 
at which he stopped, and so fully was the publick 
curiosity engrossed by his journey, that the news-pa< 
pers of the day were filled with narratives of its pro 
gross and termination 
9» 
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At Cambridge, the Lieiiteiiaiit GoYernour and Coun- 
oil of MaMachusetta waited upon him and accompani- 
ed him to Boston, escorted by a numerous collectioo 
of citizens, under the direction of the Marshal of the 
District, and the Sheriff of Suffolk. The Selectmen 
received him at the entrance of the town, and from it 
a procession of the inhabitants was formed, which ex- 
tended to the State House ; an interesting part of this 
procession, and which engaged the special attention 
of Uie President, was the male children of the town, 
under their respective literary instructors. This pro- 
cession opened to the right and left, and he on horse- 
back, preceded by companies of artillery and infantry, 
oy the Lieutenant Govemour and council, the Mar 
shall and Sheriff, passed to the State House. Here a 
triumphal arch was erected from the State House 
across Comhill to the opposite houses. On the top 
of the arch was a gallery, in which were placed a 
select choir of singers of both sexes. In the middle 
of the gallery a pyramid was erected. On one mde 
of this over the arch, was the inscription, " TO THE 
MAN WHO UNITES ALL HEARTS," and on the 
opposite side « TO COLUMBIA'S FAVOURITE 
SON." 

At the end of the arch next the State House, on a 
large ground, was this inscription, " BOSTON RE 
LIEVED MARCH 17, 1776." The President was 
introduced through the State House to a handsome 
gallery at the west end of that building, erected neat 
the arch on seven pillars. As soon as he appeared in 
view, loud acclamations broke from the concourse b»> 
\ovr. He bowed to them, on which the choir sang an 
appropriate Ode.x He was then conducted to a house 
provided for his use, and elegantly furnished from the 
families of individual gentlemen. 

Addresses were presented to him from civil, literary, 
and religious corporations, and from all other societiaa 
lYf any distinction. In these, grateful notice was taken 
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ot his pnblick seryices, and particularly, of the sacri- 
fice he made of private happiness in accepting the Fife- 
sidency. 

In his answers, the President reciprocated the be- 
nevolent wishes of his countrymen, in language caku 
latod to confirm their confidence and affection. He 
thus replied to a respectful address firom the inhabit 
ants of Boston. 

** I rejoice with you my fellow citizens, in every 
eircumstance that declares your prosperity ', and I do 
to most cordially because you have well deserved to be 
happy. 

" Your love of liberty, your respect for the laws, 
your fiabits of industry, and your practice of the mo- 
ral and religious obligations, are the strongest claims 
to national and individual happiness. And they will, I 
trust, be firmly and lastingly established." 

In the renewal of direct intercourse between Gene- 
ral Washington and the companions of his toils and 
glury in the tented field, we perceive the most inte- 
resting effusion of the refined feelings of the human 
heart. 

^* Amidst the various gratulations,*' says the society 
of Cincinnati of Massachusetts, " which your arrival 
in this metropolis has occasioned, permit us, the mem- 
bers' of the society of the Cincinnati in this Common- 
wealth, most respectfully to assure you of the ardour 
of esteem and affection you have so indelibly fixed incur 
hearts, as our glorious leader in war, and illustrioui 
example in peace. 

" After the solemn and endearing farewell on the 
banks of the Hudson, which -our anxiety presaged aF 
final, most peculiarly pleasing is the present unexpect- 
ed meeting. On this occasion we cannot avoid the 
recollection of the various scenes of toil and danger 
through which yon conducted us, and while we con- 
template various trying periods of the war, and the 
triumphs of peace, we rejoice to behold you, inducea 
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by the unanimous voice of your country, entering upon 
other trials, and other services, alike important, and 
in some points of view, equally hazardous. For the 
completion of the great purposes which a grateful 
eountry has assigned you, long, very long may your 
invaluable life be preserved. And as the admiring 
world, while considering you as a soldier, have long 
wanted a comparison, may your virtues and talents as 
a statesman leave them without a parallel. 

** It is not in words to express an attachment found 
ed like ours. We can only say, that when soldiers, 
our greatest pride was a promptilHide of obedience to 
your orders ; as citizens, our supreme ambition is to 
maintain the character of firm supporters of that no- 
ble fabrick of Federal Government over which you 
preside. 

" As members of the society of the Cincinnati, it will 
be our endeavour to cherish those sacred principles of 
charity and paternal attachment which our institution 
inculcates. And while our conduct is thus regulated, 
we can never want the patronage of the first of patri- 
ots and the best of men." 

To which the President thus replied. 

** In reciprocating with gratitude and sincerity, the 
multiphed and affecting grat illations of my fellow 
citizens of this Commonwealth, they will all of them 
with justice allow me to say, that none can be dearer 
to roe than the affectionate assurances which you have 
expressed. Dear indeed is the occasion which restores 
an intercourse with my faithful associates in prosper- 
ous and adverse fortune ; and enhanced are the tri« 
umphs of peace participated with those whose virtue 
and valour so largely contributed to procure them 
To that virtue and valour, your country has confessed 
her obligations. Be mine the grateful task to add the 
testimony of a. connexion which it was my pride to 
own in the field, and is now my happiness to acknow 
l^flge i|i the enjoyments of peace and freedom. 
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*^ Regulating your conduct by those principles which 
have heretofore governed your actions as men, soldiers, 
and citizens, you will repeat the obligations conferred 
on your country, and you will transmit to posterity an 
example that must command their admiration and 
grateful praise. Long may you continue to enjoy the 
endearments of paternal attachment and the heartfelt 
happiness of reflecting that you have faithfully done, 
your duty. 

** While I am permitted to possess the consciousness 
of this worth, which has long bound me to you by 
every tie of affection and esteem, I will continue to 
oe your sincere and faithful friend." 

The first diplomatick transaction of the President 
was with the Indian tribes. He conceived it to be 
true policy to " cultivate an intimate intercourse \^th 
the Indians upon principles calculated to advance their 
happiness, and to attach them firmly to the United 
States." 

With these views he early opened negotiations with 
them, and the interests of several of the states being 
closely connected with treaties that might be made, he 
asked, during the first session of Congress, the advice 
of the Senate upon questions that were at issue. 

The first attempt to establish a peace with the Creek 
Indians failed. M'Gillivray, their Chief, was the son 
of a white man, and his resentment had been keenly 
excited against the state of Georgia by the confisca- 
tion of lands which his father had holden ; and more 
particularly by the claim of that government to a large 
tract on the Oconee in virtue of an Indian purchase, 
the validity of which the Creek nation denied. Ge- 
neral Lincoln, Mr. Griffin, and Colonel Humphries 
were deputed Commissioners to negotiate with the 
Creeks in the summer of 1789. They met M'GilH- 
vray with other Chiefs, and about two thousand of the 
tribe at Rock landing, on the Oconee, on the frontiers 
nf Geororia. Althou;rh first appearances promism] 
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racceat to th% miBsion, yet M'Gillivray suddenlj broke 
off the negotiation for the ofltenaible reason of a dis- 
pute about boundaries, but really, as was supposed, 
through the influence of the Spanish goyernment. 

Tho situation of the United States in their relation 
with the Indians became more and more critical and 
embarrassing, and war was threatened with all the 
tribes from Canada to Louisiana. The danger was 
the more formidable from the supposition that the 
Jealousies of the Indians were excited by the intrigues 
of British and Spanish agents, and that an Indian war 
would 'probably lead to hostilities with those powers. 

Ardently desirous to secure the frontiers from the 
horrours of Indian warfare, the President again at- 
tempted to negotiate with the Creeks, without com- 
mitting the dignity of government. He sent Colo- 
Willett, a gallant revolutionary officer, into their coun- 
try, apparently upon private business ; but furnished 
with credentials, to be used if he found M'GiUivray 
disposed for peace. This second mission proved suc- 
cessful. M'Gillivray and a number of Creek Chiefs 
were induced to repair to New-Tork, where negotia- 
tions were immediately opened, and a treaty soon es- 
tablished ; although the Secretary of East Florida came 
to New-Tork with a large sum of money, under a pre- 
tence of purchasing flour, but in fact to prevent M'Gil- 
livray from treating. 

The attempt to establish peace with the Indians of 
the Wabash and the Miamis did not terminate so sac* 
eessfully. The American settlers on that frontier con* 
tinued to suffer from their hostilities, and all appear- 
ances indicated, that they could be brought into a pa^ 
eifick disposition, only by being made themselves to 
feel the miseries of war. 

The President was decidedly of the opinion that on 
the failure of negotiation, a military force should be 
employed in their country, which their united power 
eottld not successiiilly resist, and which should be ade* 
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4|aate to the conquest of their-towns, mid the deitmc- 
tion of their viUages. This, he conceived, policy, 
economy, and humanity dictated. But Confrres*/ in 
their military estahlishment, did not meet his yiews, 
and at the moment he gave his sanction to the bill, he 
entered in his private journal, that he did not conceiye 
the military establishment was adequate to the ezi- 
f ence of the govemnient, and to the protection it was 
intended to afford. 

For the sake of a connected view of Indian aflairs, 
we will in this place give a narrative of subsequent 
transactions, although we shall be carried out of the 
order of time in which events took place. 

The attempt to negotiate with the Indians north* 
west of the Ohio having proved abortive, the Presi- 
dent conceived himself bound to use the means Con- 
gress had put into his hands to protect the frontiers ; 
and accordingly General Harmar wae sent in Septem- 
ber 1791, into the Indian territories with a force, con- 
sisting of about three hundred regular troops and 
eleven hundred militia of Pennsylvania and Kentucky, 
with orders to bring the Indians if possible to action, 
and to destroy their settlements on the waters of the 
Scioto and Wabash. 

The Savages avoided an engagement with the main 
body of the American army, but with great spirit at- 
tacked a strong detachment which had pursued them, 
and killed several valuable officers. Harmar destroyed 
their settlements, but afforded no protection to the 
frontiers. Several smaller expeditions with various 
success were made into the Indian country, and in the 
autumn of 1791 Major General St. Clair marched a 
force of near two thousand effective men into their 
territories, and on the fourth of November was attack- 
ed and totally defeated by them. 

The President, apprehending that the success of the 
Indians, and the booty they had gained, would have in- 
fluence to bring other tribes into the war, conceivjid 
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that the honour of the nation was concerned to retrieve 
tbo American loases, and to afford protection to the 
frotttiem. St. Clair resigning his commission, General 
Wayne was appointed his successor. The President 
lost no time in laying before Congress an estimate ryf 
■och a military force, as he thought would be adequate 
to the object ; and they at length acceded to his pro- 
posal. While these preparations were ripening, much 
complaint was made of the war, and the President wa« 
induced, rather from a desire to convince the country 
that successful war&re was the only means of peace, 
than from any expectation of success in the mission, 
to send Colonel Harden and Major Trueman, two 
▼sluable officers and worthy men, into the Indian 
country, to attempt negotiation ; but they were both 
murdered. On the 20th of August, 1794, General 
Wayne brought the Indiana to an engagement, to- 
tally defeated them, and destroyed their country on 
the Miamis. 

This action was decisive : it deterred other tribes 
from entering into the war, and induced tho Miamis 
themselves to treat for peace. On the 3d of August, 
a treaty was entered into by General Wayne with the 
Indians northwest of the Ohio, which ended all hostili- 
ties, quieted the fears of the frontiers, and gave univer- 
sal satisfaction. 

As early as 1789, the President received anthentick 
intelligence, that Spanish agents were intriguing with 
the inhabitants of the Western country, to seduce 
them from their allegiance to the United States. Re. 
presentations were made them in the name of the 
government of Spain, that while they were connected 
with the Atlantick States, the navigation of the Mis- 
s>!Bsippi would be denied them ; but if they would as- 
sume an independent government, the river should be 
opened, and their independence supported. 

In 1794, Spain, suffering herself the evils of v-. •, 
was inclined to treat with the United Staten. Sim 
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fatimtfted bj her miniBtera, that the etiquette of hat 
eoart forbid her to treat with Mr. Short, the Amerieai 
reiideiit at Madrid, yet a higher diplomatick charactei 
would be aecredited, and negotiations immediately 
opened with him. The President placed full conii 
denoe iu Mr. Short, bat he thought it policy to meet 
the friendly propositions of Spain, ahd in November 
nontiiated Mr. Pinckney to be the American Minister* 
at^ that Court. In the course of ther next summer, Mr 
Pinckney repaired to Madrid, and on the 20th of Octo* 
her, 1795, a treaty was signed between him and the 
Spanish- commissioners, which happily terminated the 
controversy respecting boundary lines, and the naviga* 
tioit of the Mississippi to the satisfaction of the nation. 

On the 8th of January, 1790, the President met 
Congress at their second session. 

In his speech he congratulated them on the snecec9 
of their measures, and recommended a variety of na* 
tional objects to their serious attention. Amongthese, 
the following are thef principal. Provision for national 
defence ; the means of holding irtei course with fo- 
reign nations ; establishing a rule of naturalization ; 
unifbrmity in the currency, weights, and measures of 
the United States ; and the promotion of science and 
literature. 

" Knowledge," he observed, " is in every country 
the surest basis of publick happiness. In one, in which 
the measurtBB of government receive their impressions 
so immediately from the sense of the community as in 
oars, it is proportionably essentiaJ. " And he concluded 
with the following assurances. 

^ I shall derive great satisfaction in co-operating with 
you in the pleasing though arduous task of ensuring to 
oar felldw citizens the blessings which they haw a 
right to expect from a free, efficient, and equid govern* 
ment." 

Th« answers of the Senate and the House of iU^ 
presentatives were cordial and respect&l, and promised 
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a continuance of harmony between the Executive and 
Legislature. 

In this session of Congress, the Secretary of the 
Treasury first reported those fiscal arrangements in 
support of publick credit, which, in their progress to 
establishment, were the occasion of warm And ani- 
mated debates in the Legislature, fully displayed the 
diBCordance of political opinion among the members, 
and excited that party spirit which has since convulsed 
the United States. 

The President readily gave liis sanction to these fis- 
cal establishments of the Legislature, yet by this act 
he seemed not to lose the good opinion of the opposi- 
tion ; the blame and odium fell upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and upon the northern federal members 
of Congress. 

The Incessant application to business had a visible 
effect upon the constitution of the President, and at 
this period he was for a second time attacked with a 
violent disease, which put his life in imminent danger. 
At the close of the session, therefore, he determined 
to give himself a short relaxation in a visit to Mount 
Vernon. He first made a tour to Rhode-Island, which 
not being then in the Union, had not been included in 
his visit to New-England ; and at Newport and Provi- 
dence he received every attention which affection and 
respect could dictate. 

This retirement was of- essential service to his 
health, and at the close of autumn he returned to Phi- 
ladelphia to meet the Legislature; to which place 
Congress had adjourned, at the close of the year 1790. 
At this time the President noticed the rising disturb- 
ances in Europe, and advised to those precautionary 
measures, which had a tendency to secure to the 
United States the benefit of their commerce. Men- 
tioning to the House the sufficiency of the established 
revenue to the purposes to which it was appropriated, 
he expressed his hope ** that it would be a favourite 
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policy with them not merely to sec are the wtereat of 
tie debt funded, but as far, and as fast as the growing 
resources of the country will permit, to exonerate it 
of tha principal itself." The address was closed in 
the following impressive manner. 

*^ In pursuing the various and weighty business of 
the present session, I indulge the fullest persuasion 
that your consultations will be marked with wisdom, 
and animated by the love of country. In whatever 
belongs to my duty, you shall have all the co-operation 
which an undiminished zeal for its welfare can inspire 
It will be happy for us both, and our best reward, if 
by a Buccessftil administration of our respective trusts, 
we can make the established government more and 
more instrumental in promoting the good of our 
fellow citizens, and more and more the object of their 
attachment and confidbnce." 

The respect and confidence of the Legislature in 
the Executive appeared on this occasion without dimi- 
nution ; although one of the measures of the Presi- 
dent was for the first time condemned. A member 
from Georgia pronounced the treaty with the Creek 
Indians to be a violation of the rights of that state. 

In this session of Congress the Bank of the United 
States was established. Its constitutionality had been 
leeply argued in the Legislative body, and came be- 
fore the Executive as a question involving the highest 
nationil interest. It was reviewed in the Cabinet with 
the deliberation it merited. The Council, on this oc- 
casion, as on most others, were divided. Messrs. Jef 
ferson and Randolph expressed as their decided opi 
nion that the law was unconstitutional. Messro 
Hamilton and Knox were fully convinced of its consti* 
tutiocality. The President called upon each member 
of his Council for the reasons of his opinion in writing. 
These he maturely weighed, and being convinced him- 
self that the law was constitutional, put his lignatura 

to It. 
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With the 3d of Mardi, 1791, terminaied the period 
of the fint Congress. 

President Washington having made the necessarj 
Itfrajigements, and B^ppoinied an Execotire Coancil to 
attend to the business of the govemmont; eoon aiier 
the close of the session, commenced a journey to the 
Southern States. On his way he stopped at the Poto 
mack, and, pursuant to the powers with which Con 
greas had vested him, marked out the r.te of the Fede> 
ral City, designed as the permanent seat of govern- 
ment. In the course of this tour he received the same 
genend expressions of love and veneration for his cha- 
racter, and of confidence in his government, which he 
had ez^rienced in his northern c' ""cuit. And he de- 
rived great satisfaction in contemplating the improve- 
ments of die country, and remarking the evidences of 
attachment to the Federal Government. The feelings 
excited by this journey are fully expressed in the fol- 
lowing letter, written af^er his return to Philadelphia. 

" In my late tour through the Southern States, I ex- 
perienced great satisfaction in seeing the good efiects 
of the general government in that part of the union 
The people at large have felt the security which it 
gives, and the equal justice which it administers to 
them. The Farmer, the Merchant, and the Mecha- 
nick, have seen their several interests attended to, and 
from thence they unite in placing a confidence in their 
Representatives, as well as in those in whose hands 
the execution of the laws is placed. Industry has there 
taken place of idleness, and economy of dissipation. 
Two or three years of good crops, and a ready market 
£)r the produce of their lands, have put every one in 
good humour ; and in some instances, they even im- 
pute to the government what is due only to the good- 
Bess of Providence. 

" The establishment of publick credit is an immcnaa 
point gained in our national concerns. This I believe 
exceeds the expectation of the most sanguine amoBf " 
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OB ; and a late instance, unparalleled in this country, 
haa been given of the confidencQ reposed in our mea- 
sures, by the rapidity with which the subscriptions to 
the Bank of the United States were filled. In two 
hours after the books were opened by the commission- 
ers, the whole number of shares were taken up, and 
four thousand more applied for than were allowed by 
the institution. This circumstance was not only pleas- 
mg as it related to the confidence in government, but 
also as it exhibited an unexpected proof of the re- 
sources of our citizens." 

The hearts of all Americans were with General 
Washington at this period; but notwithstanding 
these publick appearances, there was in fact much 
hostility to the government at the Southward. 

On the 24th of October, 1791 , the President met the 
second Congress in the established form. 

During this session a great national question came 
before the Legislature which the President was com- 
pelled ultimately to decide. 

The constitution provides that there shall not be 
more than one Representative to thirty thousand in- 
habitants. An enumeration having been made, the 
House of Representatives passed a bill providing for 
each state to send one Representative for every thirty 
thousand of its population. This ratio in several in- 
stances leaving a large fraction, operated unequally on 
the small states. The Senate, to cure the evil, assumed 
a new principle of apportionment. They found the 
whole population of the United States, and, dividing this 
aggregate number by thirty thousand, took the quo- 
tient as the number of Representatives, and then ap- 
portioned this number upon the several states accord- 
ing to their population ; to which the House concurred. 
When the President had the bill before him for his 
signature, he took the opinion of his Cabinet upon the 
constitutionality of the arrangement. Mr. JeiTersoD 
and Mr. Randolph thought the bill unconstitutional 
10* 
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General Knox was andecisivo, and Colonel Hamiiton 
conceived that the expression of the Constitution 
night be applied to the United States, or to the several 
states, and thought it best to coincide with the con 
■traction of the Liegislature. After due deliberation, 
the President thought the bill unconstitutional, and 
not hesitating to do his duty, he returned it with the 
following objections. 

'< Gentlemsn of the 
house of reprssehta.tites, 

" I have maturely considered the act, passed by the 
two Houses, entitled ' an act for the apportionment of 
Representatives among the several states according 
to the first enumeration,' and I return it to your House, 
wherein it originated, with tne following objections. 

<* First, The Constitution has prescribed that Re- 
presentatives shall be apportioned among the several 
states according to their respective numbers, and there 
is no proportion or division which, applied to the re- 
spective numbers of the states, will yield the numbei 
and allotment of Representatives proposed by the bill. 

" Secondly, The Constitution has also provided; that 
the number of Representatives shall not exceed one 
for thirty thousand, which restriction is by fair and ob- 
vious construction, to be applied to the separate and 
respective numbers of the states, and the bill has allot- 
ted to eight of the states more than one for thirty 
thousand." 

The adopted mode was in consequence of the dis- 
sent of the Executive laid aside, and, in a new bill, a 
Representative for every thirty-three thousand to each 
state was substituted. 

The first Presidency of General Washinctov closed 
without other occurrences of great magnitude. The 
.ast session of the second Congress was violent and 
impassioned, and the members separated in a state of 
great ii-ritation, but neither they nor their constituents 
I^ as yet impeached the motives of the President, 
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jet it WM thon evident that, if he f emained at the 
head ef gevemment, his reputation must scon pass 
the oi^Bal -of party conflict. He had determined te 
decline beift|[r a candidate for the Presidency at a 
■econd election, and to this purpose, had written a 
valsiUotory address to the American people ; but the 
erit^eal state of the country, and the urgent entreaties 
ef hb friends induced him to relinguish the determina- 
tion. 
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17^13-7. When the constitutional period arrived 
for the re-election of a President, it appeared, that 
General Washinotoit had a second time the unani- 
moos suflrage of his country for this exalted^ofBce. 
He entered upon its duties in the prospect, that the 
^dmiaistration of the government would be attended 
with accumulated difficulty. 

The character of the American patriot is with reluc- 
tance blended in these pages with events of a local or 
temporary nature. It is painful to reflect, that his fair 
iame was even fi>r a moment sullied by the foul breath 
of calumny. The pen is indignant to record charges 
against his honotir and his patriotism, charges which 
their aiitliors knev/ to be umfounded and which were 
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made only to answer the porpoeea of a pvtj. Bat it 
la imposaible to portray the wisdom, the firmness, and 
prudence which were difiplayed during his second Pre- 
sidency, or to show the good fortune which attended 
it, without bringing into distinct view the circumstan- 
ces under which ho acted. Without a knowledge of 
the difficulties which he surmounted, and the oppckn- 
tion which he conquered, posterity will have no ade- 
quate conception of the merits of this period of his ad- 
ministration. 

The difference of political opinion arising from pur- 
«uit4 of personal ambition, from discordant views of 
national and state policy, and from the danger to be 
apprehended from the encroachments of democracy, or 
from the abuse of power in the constituted govem- 
raent, had, since the establishment of the Federal Con- 
stitntion regularly increased in strength and asperity. 
It had appeared in all the important debates of Con- 
gress, had pervaded every part of the United States, 
and under its influence, two political parties were by 
this time fully established, and nearly balanced ; the 
one the warm advocates, the other the determined op- 
ponents of the measures of the government. 

Although the President had readily given his sanc- 
tion to those acts of the government which had agitat- 
ed in the highest degree the passions of parties, yet 
there was that in his character which forbade his po- 
litical enemies to denominate him the head of a party. 
He had strong hold of the affections and confidence of 
the great masdi of his countrymen, and the most dar- 
ing of the oppositionists thought it as yet impolitick 
to assail his patriotism ; but a x^risis was evidently ap- 
proaching, when he would be under the necessity of 
patting his personal influence to hazard, of subjecting 
himself to the obloquy of a virulent party, and of sos- 
taining the assault of disappointed ambition. 

Unfortunately the spirit of political controversy and 
divisi(m which agitated the nation, entered the Cabi- 
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net of the Executive, and discovered itself in almosl 
every important subject that was submitted to their 
discussion. Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Hamilt<» were di- 
rectly opposed to each other on almost all important 
national questions. This opposition being frequently 
wanned by the eoUision of debate, finally settled into 
implacable political and personal animosity. The Pre- 
sident noticed this hostility between his counsellors 
with grief and mortification ; and unwilling to part 
with either, he endeavoured ta reconcile th«sm. In a 
letter addressed to the Secretary of State in August 
1792, after stating the critical situation of the United 
States, with respect to foreign nations, he thus feel- 
ingly touched upon the animosity that existed in the 
Cabinet. 

<< How unfortunate, how much to be regretted then, 
that while we are encompassed on all sides with avow- 
ed enemies, and insidious firiends, internal dissensions 
should be harrowing and tearing our vitals. The last, 
to me, is the most serious, the most alurming, and the 
most afflicting of die twe ; and without more charity 
for the opinions of one another in government matten, 
or some more in&lliUe criterion by which the truth 
of speculative opinions, before they have undergone 
the test of experience, are to be forejudged than has 
yet fallen to the lot of fallibility, I believe it will be 
difficult if not impracticable to manage the reins of 
government, or keep the parts of it together ; fi)r if, 
instead of laying our shoulders to the machine, after 
measures are decided on, one pulls this way, and 
another that, before the utility of the thing is fairly 
tried, it must inevitably be torn asunder ; and in my 
opinion, the fairest prospect of happiness and prospe- 
rity that ever was presented to man, will be lost, per- 
haps for ever. 

<< My earnest wish and fondest hope therefore is, 
that instead of wounding suspicions, and irritating 
charges, there may be liberal allowances, mutual for 
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bearances, and temporizing yielding on all sides. Un- 
der the exercise of these, matters will go on smoothly, 
and if possible, more prosperously. Without them 
every thing must rub ', the wheels of government will 
clog; our enemies wiU triumph; and by throwing 
their weight into the disaffected scale, may accom- 
plish the ruin of the goodly &brick we have been 
erecting. 

" I do not mean to apply this advice, or these obser- 
vations, to any particular person or character. I have 
given them in the same general terms to other officers 
ctf the government, because the disagreements which 
have arisen from difference of opinions, and the attacks 
which have been made upon almost all the measures 
of government, and most of its executive officers, have 
for a long time past filled me with painful sensations, 
and cannot fail, I think, of producing unhappy conse- 
quences, at home and abroad.*' 

To a letter of Mr. Jefferson's, in which he endea 
voured to prove, that although he wished to amend, 
yet he had advocated the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution, the President thus replied. 

'* I did not require the evidence of the extracts 
which you enclosed me, to convince me of your attach- 
ment to the constitution of the United States, or of 
your disposition to promote the general welfare of this 
country ; but I regret, deeply regret, the difference of 
opinion which has arisen, and divided you and another 
principal officer of the government ; and wish devoutly 
there oould be an accommodation of them by mutual 
yieldings. 

" A measure of this sort would produce harmony 
and consequent good in our publick Councils ; and 
the contrary will inevitably produce confusion and se- 
rious miscliiefs ; and for what ? Because mankind 
cannot see alike, but would adopt different means to 
Dbtain ihc same end. For I will frankly and solemnly 
di^clare, that 1 beliove Mie vic\v«» of both to be pur» 
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and well meant, and that experience only will decide 
with respect to the salubrity of the moasures which 
are the subject of this dispute. Why then, when soma 
of the best citizens of the United States, men of dis- 
cernment, uniform and tried patriots, who have no 
sinister views to promote, but are chaste in their ways 
of thinking and acting, are to be found, some on one 
side, and some on the other of the questions which 
have caused these agitations -, why should ei Jier of 
you be so tenacious of your opinions as to make no al 
lowance for those of the other ? 

'* 1 could, and indeed was about to add more on this 
mteresting subject, but will forbear at least for the 
present, after expressing a wish that the cup which 
has been presented to us may not be snatched from 
our lips by a discordance of action, when I am persuad' 
ed that there is no discordance in your views. I 
have a great and sincere esteem for you both ; and 
ardently wish that some line could be marked out, by 
which both of you could walk." 

These serious endeavours of the President produced 
not their desired effect. The hostility of the two Se- 
cretaries remained in fiill force. The Attorney Gene 
ral almost without exception coincided ir opinion with 
Mr. Jefferson ; the Secretary of War generally accord- 
ed in judgment with Colonel Hamilton, and of conse- 
quence the President was deprived of the proper ad- 
vice of his Council. But he possessed in a degree 
which few other men ever did, the faculty to suspend 
his own judgment on every important subject, until 
he had exhausted every source of information, and had 
fully weighed the opinions of those about him. He 
early established it as a maxim never to give his opi- 
nion on any important question, until the moment that 
a decision was necessary, and from a rigid adherence 
to this maxim, on many critical occasions he derived 
singular advantage. In deliberating upon national 
subjects submitted to him as the Supreme Executive, 
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he appeu 3d to be raised above the influence of pas 
sionif, prejadice, and every personal and local coiisi- 
deration; and having given every circumstance its 
sreighty to decide from the dictates of pore iatelU* 
gonce. 

This was the political situation of the United States, 
when the French revolution had made such progress 
as to acquire an influence over the feelings and the 
sentiments of the American people, and to render the 
diplomatick concerns of the government with that 
country critical and embarrassing. 

Mr. Morris, the American Minister at Paris, with 
much discrimination noticed the surprising events that 
were daily taking place in France, and transmitted a- 
minute account of them to the President ; but while 
waiting for instructions, he cautiously avoided com- 
mitting the government of his own country. 

On the deposition of the Monarch, with all the 
bloody and ferocious deeds which accompanied it, the- 
President gave Mr. Morris the following informatioa 
for the direction of his ministerial conduct. The exist- 
ing administration in France was to be acknowledged ', 
as every nation possesses an inherent right to settle- 
the frame of its own government, and to manage its 
internal concerns ; that the United States would punc- 
tually pay the debt due to France, and would furnish any 
supplies to St. Domingo that the parent country might 
desire. Mr. Morris was directed to assure France 
of the friendly disposition of the United States, and 
that every opportunity would be embraced to promote 
her welfare. 

Attached to republican principles, the President 
fondly hoped that the struggle in France would termi 
nate ia a free government ; but his partiality towards 
the naw order of things in that country, was not so 
great as to render him forgetful that the aid given to 
America was afforded by the fallen king, or unmindful 
thai he was the head of his own nation, whose indc* 
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.pend^nee and prociperity he ought to hold in highei 
estimation than the interest of a foreign people. 

The prejudices and partialities of the American peo* 
pie towards England and France, e^^cited by the reve- 
lationary contesti had not at this period wholly subsid- 
ediand the commencement of war between regenerated 
'Fraaoe and the Monarchs of Europe, operated upon 
their feelings like a shock of electricity. Reason and 
ludgment seemed to be laid aside, and nothing was 
heard but tho language of passion. Without inquiring 
•xwhich nation was the first aggressor, Americans could 
only see a number of despots combined against a sistei 
Republick, yirtuously struggling to establish her li- 
berty. Their national vanity was flattered by (he 
persuasion that the spark which lighted the flame of 
liberty in France, was taken from their altar, or, in 
the language of Di . Franklin, *^ the French having 
> served an apprenticeship in America, set up for them- 
< selves in Europe.*' 

If a few individuals, more cool, doubted the tendency, 
end dreaded the issue of the commotions in France, 
they wore generally denominated aristocrats, the ene- 
mies of equal liberty, and the enemies of their own 
• country. 

Although there was no intention in the body of 
American citizens to involve the United States in a 
.war, yet they generally discovered an ardent inclina- 
tion to grant those favours to France, which must ine- 
vitably load to a state of hostility. 

The President was at Mount Vernon or some urgent 
private business, when the intelligence of the declura- 
tion of war between France and England reached the 
United States. Perceiving the importance of tho cri- 
. els, he I7ith haste returned to the seat of government. 
On tJie day which succeeded that of his arrival, April 
17^ 1793, he addressed the following letter to the mem« 
bers of his Cabinet, for their solemn deliberations. 

" The posture of afTairs in Eur'>po, particularly be 
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tweoQ Fraoce and Great Britain, places the United 
State* in a delicate situation, and requires much con 
sideration of the measures which will be proper for 
them to observe in the war between those powers. 
With a view to forming a general plan of conduct for 
the Executive, I have stated and enclosed sundry ques 
tions to be considered, preparatory to a meeting at 
my house to-morrow, where I shall expect to see yoA 
at 9 o'clock, and to receive the result of your reflec 
tions thereon. 

** Question I. Shall a proclamation issue for tho 
purpose of preventing interferences of the citizens of 
the United States in the war between France and 
Great Britain, &c,. ? Shall it contain a declaration of 
neutrality or not ? What shall it contain ? 

*' Question Ix. Shall a minister from the Republick 
of France be received ? 

** Question III. If received, shall it be absolutely, or 
with qualifications, and if with qualifications, of what 
kind ? 

<* Question IV. Are the United States obliged by 
good faith to consider the treaties heretofore made 
with France, as applying to the present situation of 
the parties ? May they either renounce them or hold 
them suspended until the government of France shall 
be established ? 

*^ Question V. If they have the right, is it expedi- 
ent to do either ? And which ? 

" Question VI. If they have an option, would it 
be a breach of neutrality to consider the treaty still hi 
operation ? 

" Question VII. If the treaties are to be considered 
as now in operation, is the guarantee in the treaty of 
alliance applicable to a defensive war only, or t^ war 
either offensive or defensive ? 

** Question VIII. Does the war in which France it 
engaged appear to be offensive or defensive on h*r 
part .'' Or of a mixed arid equivocal character r 
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" Question IX. If of a mixed and eqoiTOcal cha 
raeter, does the guarantee in any event apply to such 
a war ? 

*< Question X. What is the effect of a grnarantee, 
moh as that to be found in the treaty of alliance be 
tween the United States and France ? 

^* Question XI. Does any article in either of the 
treaties prevent ships of war, other than privateer*, 
of the powers opposed to France, from coming into 
the ports of the United States, to act as convoys to 
their own merchantmen ? Or does it lay any other re- 
straints upon them more than would apply to the ships 
of war of France ? 

*' Question XII. Should the future Regent of 
France send a minister to the United States ; ought 
he to be received.^ 

« Question XIII. Is it necessary or adviseable to call 
together the two Houses of Congress with a view to 
the presentposture of European affairs : If it is, whal 
should be the particular objects of such a call ?" 

On some of these questions he had already made up 
his mind, as appears from his communications to Mr. 
Morris, but he thought it expedient to take a view of 
the whole subject. 

At the proposed meeting, the Cabinet unanimously 
recommended to the President to issue a Proclamation 
of Neutrality, forbidding the citizens of the United 
States to engage in any act of hostility against either 
of the belligerent powers, or to carry either of them 
articles,. contraband of war, and requiring them to re- 
frain from all acts, unfriendly towards nations with 
whom the United States were at peace. Tliis Pro- 
clamation the President immediately issued. 

It was unanimously recommended to the President 
to receive a Minister from the French RepubUck. The 
Cabinet was also united In the opinion, that it was in- 
expedient to call Congress together. On the other 
questions the usual difference of sentiment existed. 
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The Secmtafy of State and the Attorney General 
eoneeiyed that the chanj^a in the government at- 
France made no eaaential difference in the relation of 
the two nations ; but that in all respects the inter- 
coms should proceed on principles established with 
the monarchy. The Secretaries of the Treasury and 
of War, admitted the right of a nation to change the 
form of its government at will, but denied its right to 
inyolve other nations in all the consequeneeff of altera^ 
tions they might be disposed to make. The oowna^ 
sions of France they thought threatened dangers to 
nations in aUianee with her, and maintained thattfao^ 
United States were at liberty to suspend the openrtioiir 
of treaties with tiiat countvy^when it was neeeasaiy 
for their own safety. 

Messrs. Jefferson and Randolph also contwided tilab 
it was inexpedient to come to anydecuioKrespeoting 
the application of the article of the guaiaatee to the 
present goyernment Means. Hamilton and KaoM 
were of (pinion that France being the aggMssor, thO» 
war on her part was ofibnsiye, that tiie guarantee ro- 
specting only defensiye was, did not apply to tiie pro- 
sent state of things. 

The President again required the reasons in wri&ig 
of each opinion, and after due investigation establish 
ed those maxims for the support of neutral rights 
which he firmly, but temperately maintained through 
the succeeding period of bis administration; andwhich^ 
amidst conflicts that prostrated the stableat pillan of 
European goyemraeats,preseryed his country from tfao 
miseries of war. 

In the state of the publiek sentiment which we hoos 
noticed, Mr. Genet landed April 8th, 1793, at Charleo- 
ton, Seuth-Carolina, as the Minister of Republicaa 
France. Ardent in the constitutional temperament of 
bis mind, inflated with the seal of a new eonyerl to 
the doctrine of liberty and equality, he conceived thar 
the enlightened world felt a high interest in the revo* 
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hition cf his country, and that every man of ▼irtua 
was disposed to espouse her cause. His reception at 
Charleston was calculated to increase his most san- 
guine views. From the Supreme Magistrate of the 
state, and from every class of citizens, he received 
warm expressions of enthusiastick devotion to the new 
^Republick. Taking these as evidence of the general 
disposition of the American people, he did not wait to 
present his official letter to the Executive, and to be 
accredited by him ; but availing himself of the favour- 
able situation of Charleston to fit out privateers against 
the West Indian trade, he presumed to authorize the 
arming of ships in that port, and to give commissions 
to cruise against the commerce of a nation with whom 
the United States were at amity. Prizes taken by 
these privateers were brought into American harbours, 
and French Consols were opening Courts of Admi- 
ralty to condemn them. 

From Charleston Mr. Genet travelled by land to 
Philadelphia, receiving in every part of his way the 
same ardent declarations of attachment to France. 
Althoagh the unwarrantable conduct of Mr. Genet at 
Charleston was well known in Philadelphia, yet his 
entrance into the city was rendered pompous and tri- 
umphal, and " crowds flocked from every avenue of 
the city to meet the Republican Ambassador of an 
allied nation." On the day ailer his arrival, addresses 
were presented to him from particular societies, and 
from individual citizens, in which they expressed their 
exultation at the victories of France, and declared that 
in their opinion, her success was essential to the safe- 
ty of the American states. 

On the 18th of May he presented his credentials to 
the President. These contained respectful sentiments 
towards the government of the United States, and 
abounded with devotions to the American people 
The President received him in an open and ingenuous 



DM LIFE OP WASHINGTON. [179a.r 

maiiiiftry and with tincerity expressed his regard for 
the French nation. 

In this conference Mr. Genet declared that hif 
government had no desire to engage the United State* 
in the European war, hut wished them to pursue their 
own interest ; yet he persisted in the exercise of his 
assumed power, and a French privateer captured an 
English merchantman within the Capes of the Delar 
ware, while on her way to the ocean. This prize be- 
ing taken in the waters of the United States, and there- 
fore under the control of the goyemment, the British 
minister complained of this illicit proceeding, and de« 
manded restitution of the property unlawfully taken 
from his countrymen. 

The Cabinet unanimously agreed that the proceed- 
ings of Mr. Genet were not warranted by any existing 
treaties between the two nations, were therefore viola- 
tions of neutral rights, and that the goTernment ought 
to prevent the repetition of them. They also agreed 
that restitution ought to be made, of the prize taken 
within the waters of the Delaware. Respecting prizes 
taken upon the high seas, in virtue of commissions 
issued by Genet, and brought into the Amencan ports, 
the Cabinet were divided. Mr. Jefferson and Mr. 
Randolph held that the government was under no ob- 
ligation to restore them to their original owners. 
Colonel Hamilton and General Knox contended that, 
to maintain an honest neutrality, the United States 
were bound to restore the prizes. 

The President took time to deliberate on those points 
9n which his Council were not agreed. 

Principles in which they were united, he establish- 
ed ; and directed the Secretary of State to give the 
necessary information to the Ministers of France and 
Britain. 

Mr. G«net complained heavily of these rules of thi 
American Government, as a violation of neutral right, 
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U)d M a breach -of exi9ting treaties between the two 
nations. 

In his comments upon these treaties, he claimed for 
France every thing which the two nations had bound 
themseWes not to grant to other countries, converting 
negative stipulations which respected other nations, 
into grants of positive privileges to the ccmtracting 
parties. 

He was informed, that out of respect to him, the 
■object had been reviewed in the Cabinet ; but that 
the Fresident saw no reason to change his opinion. 
Mr. Genet still refused acquiescence, and seemed to 
have entertained the expectation, that he should be 
able so far to avail himself of the partiality of the 
Americans for France, as to bend the Administration 
to his own purposes, or to overthrow it. 

Prosecutions having been commenced against two 
of the American citizens, whom Genet engaged at 
Charleston, to cruise in the service of France, he de- 
manded these men of the civil magistrate who had ar- 
rested them, in the following very extraordinary Ian 
guage. 

^ I have this moment been informed that two offi- 
cers in the service of the Republick of France, citizens 
Gideon Heniield and John Singletary, have been ar- 
rested on board the privateer of the French Republick, 
the Citizen Genet, and conaucted to prison. The 
crime laid to their charge, the crime which my mind 
cannot conceive, and which my pen almost reuses to 
state, is the serving of France, and defending with her 
children the common glorious cause of liberty. 

" Being ignorant of any positive law or treaty which 
deprives Americans of this privilege, and authorizes 
officers of police arbitrarily to take mariners in the 
service ajS France from on board their vessels, I call 
upon your intervention, sir, and that of the President 
of the United States, in order to obtain the immediate 
releasement of the above mention** d officers, who have 
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acquired by the sentiments animating them, and by 
the act of their engagement, anteriour to eyery act to 
the contrary, the right of French citizens, if they 
have lost that of American citizens." 

The President considered this insolent demand as 
an attack upon the honour and independence of the 
United States ; but without noticing the intemperate 
language of the French Minister, he steadily pursued 
the publick interest. 

The leading individuals of that portion of the Ame- 
rican {)eople who had been opposed to the adoption of 
tho National constitution, and were opposed to the 
measures of the Administration under it, in the par- 
tialities and prejudices manifested throughout the 
Union towards France and Great Britain, saw the 
probable means to weaken the confidence, and alienate 
the affection which the citizens of the United States 
manifested towards the President ; and in this way to 
bring about a revolution in the national government. 
In pursuance of this plan, the resentments and the en- 
thusiastick sympathies of the people ,were fostered ; 
and democratick societies, in imitation of the Jacobin 
Club in Paris, were formed. The victories of France 
were celebrated by feasts, bonfires, and other publick 
rejoicings. 

The measures adopted by the Executive to preserve 
the peace of the nation, were vilified in the newspa- 
pers devoted to the opposition ; the proclamation of 
neutrality was declared to be an exercise of power, 
with which the Constitution did not invest the Presi- 
dent ; and the measures of the Administration gene- 
rally were pronounced to be unfriendly to France, and 
to carry evidence of their intention to break with that 
Republick and to join in the royal crusade against 
liberty. Mr. Genet was justified in the construction 
of the existing treaties between the two nations, and 
he was urged to persist in his opposition to the mea- 
sures of the American government. 



Tt9^BmaiAtaL deqaly felt th« insQlt offered to the 
naitioiij bythm attempt of the Frtneh Minister to con 
tilitt» Uhi exacoise of an usurped authority within the 
United^ Stittes ; but he knew the importance of yield- 
ing! toitho^ feelings, of his countrymen, as &r as con- 
natedwitfa the dijpnity of his station, and with the in- ' 
dependence), the peace, and welfare of his c cuntry. 
He^cositented himaelf with confutingr in a cool uid dis- 
pMnoBttte manner thd extraye^nt positions of Mr 
Gieoiet^ and. inflexibly adhered to his system. 

Priyttta business G«lled him to Mount Vernon, and 
he was absent from the seat, of government from the 
24iSk at Jmift to the 1 tth of July. During. Im absence 
tbtiIiBul» of DepMtmenis. superinteniPed the. exocu- 
tiev of the meawtnes that had been agreed upon in the 
Cabinet. At. this timo an eyent took place which fully 
eaikibitftthe rashneaft jf th^ French Minister, and shows 
tho-^biBlBukty to which he sul^eeted the administration. 

A Flraadfe priTaleer brought an English merchant- 
man, the Littift Saitth,. into Philadelphia. This yessel 
Genet e^mpped. as a priyataer . Haying mounted four- 
teen: iron oaonon, and six swiyels, and taken on board 
one hundred and twenty men, a number of whom were 
Amefieansy she was about to sail under the name of 
Ia» Petite Democrat. Ii»this situation the Secretary 
of the* Treaswy^ reported her case to the Secretaries 
of Stttte and of War. Goyernouff Mifflin was in con- 
sequence requested to make examination, and on the 
14ih ot July he reported that she was to sail next day. 
Ify desire of the- Heads of Departments the Goyemour 
sent Mr. Dallas, Secretary of State for Pennsylvania. 
to request Mr. Genet to. relieve them from the disa* 
Ifieeable necessity of preventing by force the sailing 
of a privateer equipped in their ports. This request 
eoBcited in that Minister the most violent passion, which 
he vented in very intemperate and abusive language, 
declared that La Petite Democrat would repel force by 
force* and threatened to appeal from the Executive to 
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the people. Mr. Jeffenon in penon waited opon him 
to renew the request, that he would order the priva- 
teer not to sail until the pleasure of the President 
could be known ; Mr. Jefferson reported, that after an 
ebullition of passion, and some equivocation, ho un- 
derstood Mr. Genet to promise, that the privateer 
should fall down below Chester, and there wait the 
will of the President. Colonel Hamilton ai^d Gene- 
ral Knox were for taking measures to prevent her 
sailing, but Mr. Jefferson, professing his confidence in 
the promise of Mr. Genet, opposed them, and thej 
were not put in execution. 

These proceedings were immediately reported to the 
President on his return to the seat of government. 
Mr. Jefferson had then retired, indisposed, to his eoim- 
try house, and the President wrote him as follows : 

<< What is to be done in the case of the Little Sa- 
rah, now at Chester ? Is the Minister of the French 
Republick to set the acte of this government at defi- 
ance with impunity ? And threaten the Executive with 
an appeal to the people ? What must the world think 
of such conduct ? And of the United Stetes in sub- 
mitting to it ? 

** These are serious questions. Circumstences press 
for decision ; and as you have had time to consider 
them, upon me they come unexpectedly, I wish to 
know your opinion upon them even before to-morrow, 
for the vessel may then be gone." 

In answer to this letter, the Secretory of Stete in- 
tbrmed the President, that Mr. Genet had assured him 
that the vessel should not sail before the decision of 
the Executive respecting it should be known ; and co- 
ercive measures were therefore suspended. In Coun- 
cil, next day, it was determined to detain the armed 
vessels of belligerente in port. This determination 
was made known to Genet, but in contempt of it the 
privateer sailed. The opposition applauded even this 
•ct of resistance in the French Minister. The un- 
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wearied eudeavour of the Administration, by a faithful 
obseryance of treaties, and an impartial treatment to- 
wards belligerent powers, to secure the blessings of 
peace, and the rights of neutrality to the United States, 
was construed into a violation of those treaties, and 
into an insidious scheme to force the country into a 
war against France. 

The French Minister persisted in his exposition of 
the treaty, and in repeated letters, written in abusiv* 
and insulting language, to the Secretary of State, de- 
manded reparation of injuHes his country had sus' 
tained. 

The President was at length convinced of the ne- 
cessity of taking effectual measures with Genet, and 
on the 25th of July he wrote the following letter to 
Mr. Jefferson. 

** As the official conduct of Mr. Genet, relatively to 
the affairs of this government, will have to undergo a 
very serious consideration, so soon as the special court 
at which the Attorney General is now engaged, wi.l 
allow him to attend with convenience, in order to do- 
cide upon measures proper to be taken thereupon, it 
is my desire that all the letters to and from that Minis- 
ter may be ready to be laid before me, the Heads of 
Departments, and the Attorney General, whom 1 shall 
advise with on the occasion, together with the minutes 
of such oral communications as you may have had 
with him on the subject of these letters, &c. And as 
the memorials from the British Minister, and answers 
thereto, are materially connected therewith, it will be 
proper, I conceive, to have these ready also." 

The Executive proceeded with the unanimous con- 
sent of the Cabinet, to estabUsh a system by which to 
regulate the intercourse with nations at war. The 
rules adopted give evidence of the unalterable purpose 
of the President, sacredly to observe all national en- 
gagements, and honestly to perform every duty due tc 
belligerent powers ; and they manifest a detcrmina 
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tion to iniist on the uninterrapted vzercise of tbe 
rid^hts of neutrality for his own country. It wm >«]«o 
e^reed that prizes brought into American potUtky 
priyateen equipped in. them, ahould be reatore^rPr 
compeneation be made for them, and that armed yom^Ji 
of this description should not be permitted ta lemnvi 
in American harbours. 

These regulations were communicated to the Minis 
tars of tho belligerent nations, and in the same lett^, 
the priTileges stipulated by treaty for France woie 
stated, and a solicitude was expressed for their se- 
curity. 

Afler deliberate attention to the conduct and corre- 
spondence of the French Minister, it was agreed that 
a letter should be written to Mr. Morris, American 
Minister at Paris, stating the reasons on which the 
measures of the Administration with belligerent na- 
tions were founded, giving information of the di$a- 
greement of Mr. Genet with the government^ and re- 
questing his recall. The communication to the French 
government on this subject concluded in the fi>llow- 
ing manner. " After independence and self govern- 
ment, there was nothing America more sincerely 
wished than perpetual friendship with them.** 

The threat of Mr. Genet to appeal from the Presi- 
dent to the people being reported on most respectable 
authority, made a deep impression on the publick mind. 
That portion of the American people, which were 
originally in favour of adopting the National Constita- 
tion of government generally approved tho measures 
of the Administration ; and although they thought 
favourably of the revoiution of France, and wished 
well to onr cause, yet they were indignant at the insult 
offered by hor minister to the Chief Magistrate of the 
United States. The appeal having been made to them, 
thoy felt themselves constrained by every feeling of 
patriotism to support their own government in mea- 
sures tliey deemed to bo fair, just, and impartial In 
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BTtaty piirt of the United States^ the people aaeembled 
is their towns and dietricta, to ezpreee their opinions 
on publick meaaurea. The contest was warm, but the 
gr^at majority of voices was found on the side of the 
Administration, its measures were approved ; and it 
folly appeared that the affection and confidence of the 
American people in the President, existed in their 
force and efficacy. Yet at the moment that publick 
indignation was expressed at the attempt to exercise 
a foreign influence over the American councils, it was 
evident that those who expressed it, felt a strong par- 
tiality in &vour of France in her contention with Eng- 
land. 

In the spirit of conciliation, General WASHiROTOir 
determined not to- take violent measures with Genet, 
until the result of the complaint lodged against him 
with his own government, should be known, and with 
magnanimity he bore his abuses. But at length, pa- 
tience and forbearance were exhausted. 

In 1794 the French Minister deliberately planned 
two expeditions against Spain, to be carried on from 
the United States, and granted commissions to Ame- 
rican citizens to be officers in them, who privately en- 
listed men for the purpose. The conquest of the Flo- 
ridas was the object of one of these expeditions, and 
Greorgia was the place of rendezvous for the troops 
destined to this service. The other was designed for 
the invasion of Louisiana, and was to be prosecuted 
firnm Kentucky down the Ohio and Mississippi. The 
arrangements were all made ; but before the plan was 
ripe for execution, the government interposed, and 
some of the principal agents were arrested. No go- 
vernment, the President conceived, which had any 
pretentions to independence, could subn.it to insults 
of this nature. 

Having consulted with the Vice President, the Heads 
of Departments, and other leading characters in the 
government, he determined to suspend the ministerial 

Vol. II. 12 
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functions, and to confine tho person of G«net. Mes- 
sages to tSe two houses of the Legislature on this sub 
ject were prepared, and orders were given to the Mar 
shal to take the French Minister into custody . But 
the evening preceding the day on which these orders 
were to have been carried into execution, official let 
ters from Mr. Morris informed the President, that Mr. 
Genet was recalled, which prevented the necessity of 
carrying the measure to extremity. One instance 
among mar.y, of the independence, the firmness, and 
the good fortune of President WASHnroToir. 

Mr. Fauchet, the successor of Mr. Genet, brought 
assurances that his government disapproved of the 
conduct of his predecessor, and made warm declara 
tions of his own disposition to consult the peace and 
honour of the government of the United States, and 
his practices for a time corresponded with his lan- 
gusge. 

About this period, the Executive of the French go> 
vernment made known to the President their wishes 
that Mr. Morris might be recalled. He immediately 
complied with their request, and nominated Colonel 
Monroe of Virginia as his successor, an appointment 
peculiarly pleasing to the fi'iends of i: ranee. 

The task of the Executive was rendered still mora 
delicate, arduous, and difficult, by the conduct of Great 
Britain. 

The Court of London had declined a treaty with 
Congress under the old Confederation. At the com- 
mencement of the Federal Government, tho Adminis- 
tration was disposed to negotiate with Great Britain 
without committing the honour of the nation. Mr. 
Gouvorneur Morris, who was in England on private 
busmess, was directed to open an informal conference 
with membera of the British Cabinet on the subject of 
American affairs. With much address he executed 
this commission but to little purpose. He informeu 
the President, that the Duke of Leeds and Mr. Pitt 
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manifested a ^position to live on terms of amity and 
ihendship with the United States ; but discoTered no 
inclination to enter into a commercial treaty with 
them t that they complained of the neglect of the 
American goyernment to execute the stipulations of 
the treaty of peace, for which neglect they justified 
their retention of the Western Posts. 

In this situation the French revolution found Great 
Britain and the United States. At the commence- 
ment of the war between France and England, various 
circumstances indicated the probability that America 
would be brought into the contention against Britain. 

The warm and animated expressions of fraternity 
made by the American people towards France ; the 
festivals in celebration of French victories, and the 
manifest partiality which many discovered for her in 
the management of the war, probably led the British 
Cabinet to think that the United States were disposed 
to become parties in the war, and induced them to 
adopt measiu'es to meet this hostile spirit. On the 
other hand, the unfriendly indications of the English 
Court, and the impressments of American seamen 
in the British ports, in addition to the common vexa- 
tion of neutrals on the high seas, and the attempt to 
starve France by carrying American provision vessels 
into English ports, was so much fuel to feed the pas- 
sions of the Americans already in a blaze. 

In this state of national affairs, the President met 
Congress on the 4th of December, 1793. In the speech 
delivered on this interesting occasion, he thus noticed 
his re-election to the Presidency. 

'' Since the commencement of the term for which 1 
have been again called into office, no fit occasion has 
arisen for expressing to my fellow citizens at large the 
deep and respectful sense which I feel of the renewed 
testimony of publick approbation. While on the one 
hand, it awakened my gratitude, for all those instances 
of affectionate partiality with which I have been 
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honoured by my couAtry ; on th« other, it coold net 
prevent an earnest wish for that retirement, from 
which no private consideration should ever have torn 
me. But influenced by the belief that my conduct 
would be estimated according to its real motives, and 
that the people, and the authorities derlTed from theniy 
would support exertions, havingr nothing personal §at 
tlieir object, I have obeyed the sofirago which cofai- 
manded me to resume the executive power ', and I 
hmnbly implore that Being on whoee will the late of 
nations depends, to crown with success oar mutual 
endeavours for the general happinen." 

He then made the following oommunicatlonB Ire- 
spocting the measures of the Administration. 

** As Boon as the war in Europe had embraced those 
powers with whom the United Stated have the most 
extensive relations, there was reason to apprehend 
that our intercourse with them might bo interruptbd, 
and our disposition for peace dthwn in question by 
suspicions too often entertained by belligerent nations. 
It seemed therefore to be my duty to admonish oior 
citizens of the consequence of a contraband trade, 
and of hostile acts to any of the parties ; and tb obtain 
by a declaration of the existing state of things an 
easier admission of our rights to the immunities be- 
longing to our situation. Under these impressions the 
Proclamation was issued. 

" In this posture of affain, both new and delicate, I 
resolved to adopt general rules, which should conforhi 
to the treaties, and assert the privileges of the United 
States. These were reduced into a system) whidh 
shall be communicated to you." 

After noticing those legislative provisions which hii 
experience dictated as necessary, ha proceeded : 

** I cannot recommend to your notice, measures fcft 
the fulfilment of our duties to the rest of the worM« 
without again pressing upon you the necessity of plac" 
ing yourselves in a situation of complete defbnce, and 
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of exacting from them, the fulfilment of their duties 
towards ub. The United States ought not to indulge 
a persuasion that, contrarj^ to the order of human 
eyentS; thej will for ever keep at a distance those pain> 
Sol appeals to arms, with which the history of everj 
other nation abounds. There is a rank due to the 
United States among nations, which will be withheld, 
if not absolutely lost, by the reputation of weakness. 
If we desire to avoid insult, we must be able to repel 
it ; if we desire to secure peace, one of the most pow- 
erful instruments of our prosperity, it must be known 
that we are, at all times, ready for war." 

After advising the greatest appropriations for the 
redemption of the publick debt, which the resources cf 
the countiy would permit, he in the following manner 
concluded the address. 

" The several subjects to which I have now referred 
open a wide range to your deliberations, and involve 
some of the choicest interests of our common country. 
Permit me to bring to your remembrance the magni* 
tade of your task. Without an unprejudiced coolness, 
the welfare of the government may be hazarded ', 
without harmony, as far as consists with freedom of 
sentiment, its dignity may be lost. But as the legis- 
lative proceedings of the United States will never, 1 
trust, be reproached for the want of temper, or of can- 
dour, so shall not the publick happiness languish from 
the want of my strenuous and warmest co-operations." 

The party in the United States, opposed to the ge- 
neral system on which the Federal Government had 
been administered, by associating the cause of France 
with their own, had increased their members in the 
present Congress ; but they were not prepared to at- 
tack either the discernment or the patriotism of the 
President. The House of Representatives, in their 
answer, thus noticed the unanimous suffrage, by which 
General Washington had, a second time, been elected 
to the Presidency. 

12* 
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" It waa with equal sincerity and promptitude thej 
embraced the occasion for expressing to him their con- 
gratulations on so distinguished a testimony of pubhck 
approbation, and their entire confidence in the purity 
and patriotism of the motiyes which had produced this 
obedience to the voice of his country. It is to yirtues 
that have commanded long and universal reverence, 
and services from which have flowed great and lasting 
benefits, that the tribute of prane may be paid without 
the reproach of flattery ; and itis from the same sources 
that the fairest anticipations may be derived in favour 
of publick happiness." The proclamation of neutra- 
lity was in a cautious manner approved, and a disposi- 
tion was expressed to support the Execi^tive. 

Tho answer of the Senate breathed unreserved af 
fection and confidence. Referring to the second elec- 
tion of the President, they observed, " In the unani- 
mity which a second time marks this important national 
act, we trace with particular satisfaction, besides the 
distinguished tribute paid to the virtues and abilities, 
which it recognises, another proof of that just discern- 
ment, and constancy of sentiments and views, which 
have hitherto characterized the citizens of the United 
States.*' They declared the Proclamation to be "a 
measure well timed and wise, manifesting a watchful 
solicitude for the welfare of the nation, and calculated 
to promote it." 

At the close of this year, Mr. Jefferson resigned his 
Secretaryship, and was succeeded by Mr. £. Ran- 
dolph ', and Mr. William Bradford was appointed At 
toraey General. 

After a very animated debase, January, 1794, a bill 
passed Congress by a very small majority, to build six 
frigates, and it received the cordial assent of the Exe- 
cutive. This was the commencement of the Ameri 
can navy. 

In November 1793 the British government had given 
insiructiond to her ships to detain all vessels ladeu with 
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goods, the produce of any colony belonging to France, 
or carrying provisions, or other supplies to those colo- 
nies, and bring them into English ports for adjudica- 
tion. 

These instructions were thought, by reflecting men 
m America, to be proof of a hostile spirit in the Bri- 
tish Cabinet towards the United States, and Congresfi 
depmed it expedient to be prepared to meet the proba- 
ble event of war. They accordingly laid an embargo 
foi the term of thirty days, and with great unanimity 
adopted provisional measures of self defence. 

While these measures were in train, the President 
on the 4th of April, 1794, transmitted to Congress a 
letter from Mr. Pinckney, who had been appointed 
Minister at the Court of London, which contained in- 
formation, that the orders of November were revoked, 
and instructions given to cruizcrs to bring in for adju- 
dications only those neutral vessels which were laden 
i with the produce of French Islands on a direct vojage 

I from those islands to Europe ; and gave tlie substance 

of a conversation between Lord Grenville and Mr. 
Pinckney in which hin Lordship more satisfactorily ex- 
plained the instructions of November ; and manifested 
a disposition to cultivate peace and amity with the 
United States. 

This communication made a deep impression on the 
Federal members of Congress. They thought that a 
door was opened for negotiation, and that war might 
probably be avoided. 

The opposition members and the partisans of France, 
alarmed by these symptoms of moderation, redoubled 
their attack upon England, and upon all, who were 
disposed to cultivate friendship with her. Newspapers 
were filled with invectives of this nature, and every 
epithet of vileness and calumny was made use of to 
inflame the publlck mind, and increase the hostility of 
the nation against Great Britain. The majority of 
Congress discovered a disposition to proceed in their 
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mflitarj preparations) in which the sentiment of the 
tommunity seemod to support them, and general ap- 
pearances still indicated approaching hostilities. 

The President foresaw the evils that must be intro> 
duced by a war with Great Britain, in the distemper- 
ed state of the publick mind. He knew that sne com- 
manded the Ocean, that she presented the best mar- 
kets for the exports of the United States, and furnish- 
ed, on the easiest tejms, those manufactures which 
were necessary to his countrymen. He perceiyed 
tLat the doYotion of the people to France would throw 
the United States into her arms, and that his country 
must become a mere satellite of her will. He was not 
without some apprehension, that the bloody and fero- 
cious spirit that had disgraced the French roTolution, 
might be mtroduced into the peaceable society of 
America. 

Under these solemn impressions, he determined to 
use his endeavours to arrest the dreaded evil, and on 
ihe 16th of April he nominated in the Senate an En- 
7oy Extraordinary to the Court of Great Britain, and 
for the following reasons. 

^ The communications which I have made to you 
during your present session, from the despatches of our 
Minister in London, contain a serious aspect of our 
affairs with Great Britain. But as peace ought to be 
pursued with unremitted zeal, before the last resource, 
which has so often been the scourge of nations, md 
cannot fail to check the advanced prosperity of the 
United States, is contemplated, I have thought proper 
to nominate John Jay, as Envoy Extraordinary of the 
United States to his Britannick Majesty. 

" My confidence in our Minister Plenipotentiary in 
London continues undiminished. But a mission like 
this, while it corresponds with the solemnity of the 
occasion, will announce to the world a solicitude for 
the friendly adjustment of our complaints, and a re 
luctanco to hostility. Going immediately from the 
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j United Stateii, each an Envoy will carry with him a 

I fall knowledge of the existing temper and senaihility 

of our country ; and will thus be taught to yindieate 

i our rights with firmnen, and to cultivate peace with 

! aincerity." 

To a considerable part of Congteis, and to a Jkrge 
portion of the American people , this decisive act waa 
unexpected and displeasing ; and it was adopted in full 
view of the obloquy and abuse of which it would be 
the occasion. 

A motion made to stay the proceedings against 
Great Britain, on account of the pending negotiation 
was overruled in the House of Representatives ; and 
a bill prohibiting commercial intercourse with her 
ciirried by a considerable majority ; which was lost in 
the Senate by the casting vote of the Vice President. 
The authority of the Executive to issue the pro- 
clamation of neutrality had by many been douhted ; 
his power to call out the militia to prevent the sailing 
of privateers, which had violated his rules, denied ; 
and the American citizens, who had been prosecuted 
for engaging in expeditions against the nations at war, 
had been acquitted by a jury of trials. The President 
therefore, although entertaining himself no doubt 
about his constitutional authority, was desirous to ob> 
tain the sanction of Congress for the system he had 
adopted to preserve the peace of the country. 

At the commencement of the session, he intimated 
to the National Legislature the propriety of the mea> 
sure, and in pursuance of his advice, the Senate intro- 
duced a bill, prohibiting within the United States the 
exercise, by Foreign Ministers, of those acts of sove- 
reignty which Genet claimed, and subjecting to fine 
and imprisonment those who should be guilty of any 
of the acts towards the belligerent nations, which the 
Executive had forbidden. This bill, neeessary as it 
was to the honour and peace of the nation, was oppoS' 
•d by the whole force of the Antifederaltsts, and finally 
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pAMed the Senate by the casting vote of the Vice Pre- 
sident. 

Oq the 9th of June, 1794, the session of Congreasi 
which had been active and stormy, closed. 

In the course of this year, the President was called 
to an important, but painful duty in administering the 
domettick concerns of the government. 

Under the last Presidency an act had passed, laying 
a duty on spirits distilled within the United States. 

To the inhabitants in the Western Counties of Penn< 
•ylvania this was highly offensive. The whole district 
had been from the beginning, hostile to the Federal 
Constitution. They had with acrimony opposed its 
adoption, and were in opposition to all the measures 
of the Administration. Emboldened by the hoarse and 
load clamours of their party, they absolutely refused 
compliance with the law. The President with anxiety 
•aw this combination, but waited in the expectation 
that the quiet submisnon to the act in other parts of 
the Union, would induce the people of this district to 
yield obedience. In the mean time he recommended 
to Congress to modify the act in such a manner as to 
remove every reasonable objection. Accordingly in 
May, 1792, the National Legislature took up the sub- 
ject, and made such alterations in the act, as experi- 
ence dictated would be salutary. This revision did 
not conciliate the insurgents. The officers, who at- 
tempted to collect the duty, were violently opposed. 
In County and District Conventions, a systematick 
opposition was planned ', and banishment from the cir- 
cle of good neighbourhood, and from all the benefits 
and pleasures of social intercourse, was denounced 
against all who should aid the publick officers ; and 
the officers themselves were threatened with every por- 
■onal outrage, should they persist in the endeavour to 
execute the duties of their office. 

Knotting the importance of breaking tiiis daring 
•ombination, the President issued a Proclamation, ad- 
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fnoniflh^ng all pereomi to desist from proceedings de- 
si|pied to obstruct the execution of the laws, requiring 
the interposition of magistrates in support of govern- 
ment) and directing the prosecution of offenders. 

The Proclamation not producing the desired efiect| 
he endeavoured to prevent the necessity of having re- 
coTirse to a military force, by making it the interest of 
tXe distillers to pay the duty. 

Prosecutions were instituted against delinquents, 
"There they could be sustained, the spirits distilled in 
^he counties opposing the law were ordered to be seiz- 
id on their way to market, by the officers of the reve- 
rae, and the contracters for the army were directed 
x> purchase only the spirits, on which the duties had 
>een paid. But whatever were the wishes of the dis- 
tillers, the fear of an infuriated populace prevented a 
compliance with these orders; and the insurgents 
took encouragement from the lenity of the Executive, 
in the expectation of ultimate success. By violent 
threats they deterred the Marshal from the service of 
his precepts, committed numerous outrages upon the 
friends of government, apd organized themselves into 
military bands to resist any force that might be sent 
to subject them to the laws. 

The President had for three years patiently waited 
the effect of conciliatory measures, but these had only 
rendered the opposition more desperate- He therefore 
had only to choose between the alternative of permit- 
ting the prostration of the government, or to call out 
its force in support of the laws. 

The subject in all its momentous consequences 
was laid before the Cabinet, and General Mifflin, the 
Govemour of Pennsylvania, was on this occasion call- 
ed into the Council. Their unanimous desire was to 
avoid, if possible, the coertion of the military, and 
they therefore advised, that Commissioners should bo 
sent to the insurgents to warn them of their danger, 
and to offer a pardon of past offences, on condition of 
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fiitiuw obedieace io tha laws. It was also adTiied 
t^ a proclamation ahould be iasoed in conformity to 
tim act of Congress, commanding the insurgents to 
disperse by a given day. But in respect to ultimate 
operations! there was nU an unanimity of opinion. 
The Oovernour of Pennsylvania thougb^ that the mi- 
litia of that state would be insufficient to suppreis the 
insurrection, and appeared apprehensive of danger 
from the attempt to call out the power of government. 
Mr. Randolph, Secretary of State, expressed his fears 
on account of the numbers and strength of the insur- 
gents. He doubted whether the militia would obey 
the orders of the Executive, and march to suppress by 
force of arms this combination ; if they should, he 
doubted the success of the expedition, and foreboded 
civil war in all its horrours as the consequence of a 
fiulure. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of 
War, and the Attorney General, were of opinion, that 
the President was bound by the most sacred obligar 
tions, to use the means placed at his disposal, faithfully 
to execute the law. They therefore advised him to 
try the power of the government to coerce submis- 
sion ; and from policy and humanity to march a force 
into the insurgent counties, too strong to be resisted. 

The President did not hesitate to do his duty. 
Without exerting the means of prevention in his pow- 
er, he could not see the laws prostrated, and the au- 
thority of the United States defied. 

On the 7th of August, he issued the Proclamation 
which the law made a prerequisite to the employment 
offeree. In it he gave a recapitulation of the mea- 
sures of Government, and of the opposition of the in- 
surgents, and thus proceeded, <* Whereas it was in his 
judgment necessary, under the circumstances of the 
ease, to take measures for calling forth the militia in 
order to suppress the combinations aforesaid, and to 
i the laws to be duly executed, and he had accord 
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ingly determined so to do; feeling the deepest re* 
gfet for'the occasion, but withal the most solemn con- 
▼iction that the essential interests of the Union de 
manded it ; that the yerj existence of govexnment| 
and the fundamental principles of social order were 
involved in the issue ; and that the patriotism and 
firmness of all good citizens were seriously called upon 
to aid in the suppression of so fatal a spirit." The 
Proclamation closed by ordering all insurgents, and aU 
other persons whom it might concern, on or before the 
first day of the ensuing September, to disperse and 
retire to their respective homes. Orders were on the 
same day issued to the Governdurs of New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginiii, for their re- 
spective quotas of twelve thousand men, which at a 
subsequent period was increased to fifteen thousand, 
who were to be held in readiness to' march at a mi 
nu^,e's warning. 

Reluctant to draw the sword upon his fellow citi 
zens, the President at this awful crisis determined to 
make one more attempt to reclaim by mild entreaty 
his deluded countrymen. The Attorney General, 
Judge Yates, and Mr. Ross, were commissioned to 
bear to the insurgents a general amnesty for all past 
crimes, on condition of future obedience ; but the cle- 
mency of tiie government was again spurned, and its 
power disregarded. 

The insurgents, forming an opinion from the lan- 
guage of dcmocratick societies, and from the publica* 
tions in antiiederal newspapers, seem to have' enter- 
tained the supposition that their disaffection was ge- 
nerally feU by the citizens of the United States, and 
that the attempt to suppress them would issue in a 
revolution of the government. 

That the Executive of Pennsylvania might act in 
unison with the National Administration, Governour 
Mifflin liad also issued a Proclamation, and appointed 
eommissioners to join those of the nation. 

Vol. II. 13 
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The faction opposed to government inBidioiuIj at- 
tempted to obstruct the execution of the orders of thtt 
President, but without effect ; the community express- 
ed unequivocally the determination to support the 
government, and to. execute the laws. The personal 
influence of Governour Mifflin surmounted the obstruc- 
tions which arose from the insufficiency of the militia 
laws of Pennsylvania ; the officers and men of the re- 
spective States obeyed the summons with an alacrity 
that exceeded the expectation of the most sanguine ^ 
and the required number of troops was seasonably in 
readiness to obey the orders of the Commander in 
Chief. 

The command of the expedition was given to Go- 
vernour Lee of Virginia, and the Governours of Penn 
sylvania and New-Jersey commanded the militia of 
their respective states under him. This force moved 
into the insurgent counties and bore down all Opposi- 
tion. Thus by the vigour and prudence of the Exe • 
cutive, this formidablo and alarming insurrection was, 
without the sacrifice of a life, subdued. 

The President attributed this insurrection in a great 
degree to the influence of the democratick societies. 
This opinion he expressed in his private letters, and 
in his publick communications to the Legislature. In 
a letter to Mr. Jay, he observed, 

",That the self-created societies, who have spread 
themselves over this country, have been labouring in- 
cessantly to sow the seeds of distrust, jealousy, and 
of course discontent, hoping thereby to effect some re- 
volution in the gov:)rnment, is not unknown to you. 
That they have been the fomenters of the western dis- 
turbances, admits of no doubt in the mind of any one 
who will examine their conduct. But, fortunately 
they have precipitated a crisis for which they were 
not prepared ; and thereby have unfolded views which 
will, I trust, effect their annihilation sooner, than it 
might have happened." 
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General Washinoton had the firmness aii^ inde- 
pendence to denounce these societies to the National 
Legislature, and to lend his personal influence to 
counteract their designs, thereby bringing upon him 
self their resentment. 

In his ofiicial address to Congress, on the 19th of 
November, he, as a channel of publick information, 
narrated the rise, progress, and issue of the insurieo 
tion, passed a merited encomium on the patriotism of 
those who had with alacrity exerted themselves to 
suppress it, and proceeded to observe : 

'' To every description of citizens, let praise be giv 
en. But let them persevere in their affectionate vigi- 
lance over that precious depository of American happi- 
ness, the Constitution of the United States. And 
when in the calm moments of reflection, they shall 
have retraced the origin and progress of the insurrec- 
tion, let them determine whether it has not been fo- 
mented by combinations of men, who, careless of con- 
sequences and disregarding the unerring truth, that 
those who rouse, cannot always appease a civil con- 
vulsion, have disseminated, from an ignorance or per- 
version of facts, suspicions, jealousies, and accusa- 
tions of the whole government." He, on this occasion, 
renewedly recommended to the Legislature the orga- 
nization of the militia, and made such other commu- 
nications as the state of the country rendered expedi* 
ent. 

In their answer to this address, the Senate said, 
<' Our anxiety arising from the licentious and open re- 
sistance to the laws in the Western Counties of Penn- 
sylvania, has been increased by the proceedings of 
certain self-created societies relative to the laws and 
Administrations of the government ; proceedings, in 
^ur apprehensions, founded in political errour, calcu- 
lated, if not intended, to disorganize our government, 
and which, by inspiring delusive hopes of supporti 



148 LIFE or WASHINGTON. [1795 

have been instrumental in misleading our fellow eiti 
lent in the scene of insurrection.*' 

They expressed an unqualified approbation of the 
measures adopted bj the Executive to suppress the 
insurrection, and concluded in the following manner. 
" At a period so momentous In the affairs of nations, 
the temperate, just, and firm policy that you have pur 
sued in respect to foreign powers, has been eminently 
calculated to promote the j^reat and essential Interest 
of our country, and has created the fairest title u> the 
publick gratitude and thanks.** 

The House of Representatives was not thus cordial 
and approbatory in their answer to the Speech of the 
President. 

After much debate, they omitted to notice the con- 
iuct of the Executive with foreign powers, and they 
made no reply to his observations on self-created so- 
cieties. In other points, the answer was respectful. 

On the last of January 1795, Mr. Hamilton resigned 
his place as Secretary of the Treasury, and was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Oliver Wolcott. And soon after Gene- 
ral Knox resigned the Secretaryship of War, and was 
succeeded by Colonel T. Pickering. 

While these events were taking place in America, 
Judge Jay was executing a commission in England 
highly importint to his country. 

From the moment that he was admitted to a confer- 
ence with the British Cabinet, he with the ardour of a 
patriot, and the ability of a statesman, devoted himself 
to the business of his mission. While decorous in his 
behaviour towards ^he British crown, he maintained 
the respectability of his own character, and supported 
the honour of the United States. Persuaded that war 
would be the consequence of a failure of his negotia 
tion, he patiently attended to the investigation of the 
•object In controversy, and finally agreed with Lord 
Greenville upon a treaty between the two countriet 
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In a letter to the President, he declared this to be the 
best it was possible to obtain, and added, " 1 ought not 
to conceal from you, that the confidence reposed in 
your personal character was visible and useful 
throughout the negotiation." 

On the 8th of June, the President submitted the 
treaty, with the documents which attended it, to the 
deliberation of the Senate, that they might " in their 
wisdom decide whether they would advise and consent 
that it should be ratified.** 

Afler deliberate investigation, the Senate, by exact- 
ly two thirds of their numbers, the constitutional ma- 
jority advised to its ratification, with somo qualifica- 
tion of the 12th Article. 

Great exertion had been made by the party that 
opposed the mission of Mr. Jay, to keep alive the 
spirit of hostility to Great Britain. The secrecy ob- 
served in the negotiation was pointedly reprobated as 
a violation of the first principles of a Republican Go- 
vernment, and every circumstance that transpired re 
specting it, was used as a means to excite odium 
against the negotiation, and prejudice against the trea 
ty. While the train was laying to enkindle a publick 
flame, word was received through a credible channel 
that the British Court had renewed the orders to their 
cruisers to detain provision vessels bound to Fr'^nch 
ports. Although the President had previously deter- 
mined t) ratify the treaty, yet on this information, he 
ordered a strong remonstrance to be drawn against 
those orders, and suggested to his.Cabiuet the proprie 
ty of suspending the exchange of the ratified treaty, 
upon their revocation. 

In this stage of the business, he was called to Mount 
Vernon. 

During his absence, and while the publick mind was 

in a state of irritation, a Senator in Congress from 

Virginia-, violating the decorum and the rules of the 

Senate, sent an incorrect copv of i\. i treaty to thw 

13 • 
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Editor of i. democratick paper, and throagh the presi 
it was immediately communicated to the publick. If 
the attempts to negotiate were represented as incon* 
■istent with the honour of the United States, and all 
the circumstances attending it criminated as a dere- 
liction of the interests of a sister Republick ; it can- 
not be supposed, that the instrument itself, which was 
the result of mutual concessions, and the adjustment 
of opposing national interests, should quiet the publick 
mind, subjected to the despotism of passion and pre- 
judice. Noisy and violent declamation against the 
treaty abounded in every part of the United States, 
and few were found, who, unbiassed by national inte 
rest, coolly and impartially decided upon its merits. 

Publick meetings were hoUen in all the large towns, 
and intemperate addresses denouncing the treaty voted, 
which were published in the Newspapers before they 
were presented to the President. 

Pamphlets were also put into circulation, written 
with ingenuity and calculated to increase the preju- 
dices against this national transaction, on the pretence 
that it was a sacrifice of the interests of France in fa 
vour of Great Britain. 

These violent movements deeply affected the Presi- 
dent, but they did not change his determination. Hu 
letters, and the general tenour of his conduct at this 
period, discover the firmness and independence with 
which he was prepared to resist every attempt unsuit- 
ably to bias the Executive. His greatest apprehen- 
sions on this occasion were> that France would avail 
herself of these popular commotions, either to force the 
government of the United States into her measures, or 
to embarrass the execution of the treaty, and to render 
its stipulations in favour of American commerce inef- 
fectual. In a letter of the 29th of July written to the 
Secretary of State, afler mentioning that the state of the 
eountry required the utmost circumspection, he added : 

*' Ihave never since I have be-sn in the administration 
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>f thegoremment, seen a crisis which, in my opinion, 
has been so pregnant with interesting events, nor one 
from which more is to be apprehended, whether viewed 
«n the one side or the other. From New-York there 
is, and I am told will farther be, a counter current ; 
but how formidable it maj appear, I know not. If th^ 
same does not take place at Boston and other towns, 
'it will afford but too strong evidence that the opposi- 
tion 19 in a manner universal, and would make the 
ratification a very serious business indeed. But as it 
respects the French, even counter resolutions would, 
for the reasons I have already mentibned, do little 
more than weaken, in a small degreo, the effect the 
other side would have." In a letter to the Secretary, 
of the 31st of July, having mentioned his determina- 
tion to return to Philadelphia, and stated the firmness 
and wisdom necessary to meet the crisis, he proceeded, 
" There is too much reason to believe, from the pains 
that have been taken before, at, and since the advice 
of the Senate respecting the treaty , that the prejudices 
against it are more extensive than is generally ima- 
gined. How should it be otherwise, when no stone 
has been left unturned that could impress on the mindi 
of the people the most errant misrepiusentation of 
facts ; that their rights have not only been neglected, 
but absolutely sold ; that there are no reciprocal ad- 
vantages in the treaty ; that the benefits are all on 
the side of Great Britain ; and what seems to have 
had more weight with them than all the rest, and has 
been most pressed ; that the treaty is made with the 
design to oppress the French Republlck, in open vio- 
lation of e*:r treaty with that natioii, and contrary too 
to every principle of gratitude and sound policy. In 
time, when passion shall have yielded to sober reason, 
the current may possibly turn ; but, in the mean while, 
this government in relation to France and England 
may be compared to a ship between Scylla and Charyb- 
dis. If the treaty is ratified, the partisans of the 
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French, or rather of war and confusion, will excite 
them to hostile measures, or at least to unfriendly sen- 
timents ; if it is not, there is no foreseeing all the con- 
sequences that may follow as it respects Great Britain. 

** It is not to be inferred from hence, that I am, or 
shall be disposed to quit the ground I have takpn, un- 
less circumstances more imperious than have yet come 
to my knowledge, should compel it ; for there is but 
one straight course, and that is to seek truth, and to 
pursue it steadily. But these things are mentioned to 
show that a close investigation of the subject is more 
than ever necessary. Every step should be explored 
before it is taken, and every word weighed before it is 
uttered or delivered in writing." In a subsequent 
letter, in which he mentioned the increasing hostility 
to the treaty, he added, " All these things do not shake 
my determination with respect to the proposed ratifi- 
cation; nor will they, unless something more imperious 
and unknown to me should, in the opinion of yourself 
and the gentleman with you, make it adviseable for me 
to pause.' 

On the lUh of August, the President arrived at 
Philadelphia, and on the next day he brought before 
the Cabinet the question respecting the immediate 
ratification of the tt'eaty. The Secretary of State ad- 
vised to the postponement of this measure, until the 
orders of the British should be revoked. The other 
members of the Cabinet voted for an immediate ratifi> 
cation with a strong memorial against those orders. 
Wita this advice the President closed. The orders 
were recalled, and the ratifications of the treaty ex- 
changed. 

The President was probably led to this immediate 
ratification of the treaty by the popular violence, which 
was raised against it in every part of the United States. 
He conceived that it was necessary, either at once to 
arrest its progress, or ultimately to yield to its force. 
The 6vent proved the soundness of his judgment and 
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tho influence of his character. Violent oppositioii 
ceaaed. Reflection and experience convinced discern- 
ing men, that the treaty was a wise and salutary 
measure. 

On the 19th of August 1705, Mr. Randolph resigned 
his office as Secretary of State. He had been strongly 
■uspected of breach of trust, and of hiving committed 
Ihe honour and interest of his country in his commu- 
nications with thd French Minbter. To enable him, 
as he affirmed, to vindicate himself, he requested the 
■ight of a confidential letter, which the President had 
written to him, and which he had' left in the office. 
His avowed purpose was to publish this, with other 
documents, to show that he had been disgraced on ac- 
count of his attcushment to France and liberty. " I 
have directed,*' replied the President, " that you should 
have the inspection of my letter of the 2M of July, 
agreeably to your request ; and you are at fuU liberty 
to publish without reserve ^my or every private ni4 
confidential letter I ever wrote you ; nay more, every 
word I ever uttered to you or in your presence, from 
whence you can derive any advantage in your vindica- 
tion.*' Happy the ruler, who in the consciousness of 
the purity of his intentions can, in times of political 
agitation, thus address a suspected member of his 
Council, who had been admitted to his unlimited con- 
fidence. 

Colonel Pickering was removed to the departmort 
of State, and Mr. M'Henry appointed Secretary of 
War. By the death of Mr. Bradford, tlie office of 
Attorney General became vacant, which was soon 
filled by Mr. Lee of Virginia. 

In the Autumn of 1795 a treaty was negotiated 
through the agency of Colonel Humphreys with the 
the Regency of Algiers, by which a number of Ame- 
rican citizens, who had been enslaved, were liberated. 

On opening the first session of the fourth Congress, 
Dec. 1795, the President congratulated the two Houses 
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on tlie progperitj of the nation. " I trust/* laid he, 
** 1 do not deceive myself while I indulg^e the persua- 
sion that I have never met yon at any period, when, 
more than at the present, the situation of our publick 
affairs has afforded just cease for mutual congratula- 
tidn ; and for inviting you to join with me in profound 
gratitude to the author of all (rood for the numerous 
and extraordinary blessings we enjoy." Then making 
a brief statement of the situation of the United States 
in their foreign relations, he thus proceeded. 

*• This interesting summary of our affairs, with re- 
gard to the powers between whom and the United 
Statos, controversies have subsisted ; and with regard 
also to our Indian neighbours with whom we have been 
in a state of enmity or misunderstanding, opens a 
wide field for consoling and gratifying reflections. If 
by prudence and moderation on every side, the ex- 
thiguishment of all the causes of external discord 
which have heretofore njenaced our tranquillity, on 
terms compatible with our national faith and honour, 
shall be the happy result, how firm and how precious 
a foundation will have been laid for excelerating, ma- 
turing, and establishing the prosperity of our country." 

Recommending a number of national objects, to 
the attention of the Legislature, the speech was con- 
cluded in the following manner. 

" Temperate discussion of the important subjects 
that may arise in the course of the session, and mutual 
forbearance where there is a difference in opinion, are 
too obvious and necessary for the peace, happiness, and 
welfare of our country, to need any recommendation 
of mine.** 

The answer of the Senate was in their usual cordial 
and respectful manner. 

A majority of the House of Representatives of this 
Congress was of the party opposed to the general nd- 
miiiistration of the government. To this party the 
B.ilish treaty was offensive ; and their feelings on this 
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•abject had an influence on their reply to the Fred- 
dent*B speech. 

The Committee reported an answer, which contain- 
ed this clause ; " that the confidence of his fellow 
citizens in the Chief Magistrate remained undiminish- 
ed." It was moved to strike out this clause because 
it contained an untruth. In the animated debate that 
ensued, the friends of the President supported the 
clause, and maintained with zeal, that the confidence 
of the American citizens in him had suffered no dimi 
nution ; the advocates of the motion with pertinacity 
averred that by a recent transaction the confidence of 
th^ people in the President was diminished ; and seve 
ral of the speakers declared, that their own confidenc« 
in him was lessened. 

To prevent a vote of the House to expunge thf 
clause, it was moved and carried to recommit the an 
8wer. In the second report, this clause was itf such t 
manner modified as to pass without objection. 

Mr. Monroe reached Paris soon after the faJl of Ro- 
bespierre, his reception as the American Minister wai 
publick, and on the occasion, he gave the Convention 
the most positive assurances of the fervent' attach- 
ment of the American people to the interest of France. 

The Committee of Safety of France ^ad previously 
written to the American Congress, and tlie Executive 
of the Federal Government being the constituted or- 
gan of foreign intercourse, the Senate and House of 
Representatives had, by their resolves, transmitted this 
letter to the President with a request, that he would 
in a respectful answer express their fi*iendly disposi- 
tion towards the French Republick. Accordingly the 
Secretary of State addressed two letters to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, in the name of each branch of the 
Legislature. These Mr. Monroe conveyed, and de- 
livered with his own credentials to the President of 
the Convention. 

The communications of the American Minister were* 
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recei?od with expressions of high giatification, and 
the Con^ontion decreed, that the flags of France aD4 
Ameriea should be united, and suspended in their hall, 
as an emblem of the eternal union and friendship of 
the two Republicks. 

Colonel Monroe, to reciprocate this act of fraternity , 
requested the Convention to accept from him *h.p 
American flag, as evidence of his own sensibility, and 
as a token of the satisfaction with which his country 
would improve ev^ry opportunity to promote the union 
of the two nations. 

Mr. Adet, the successor of Mr. Fauchet, arrived at 
Philadelphia in the summer of 1795, and brought with 
him the flag of France as a compliment from the Con- 
vention to Congress, and a letter from the Committee 
of Safety to ^his body. He made no mention to the 
President of this present until December, intending to 
^resentiit directly to Congress, and to avail himself of 
Ale opporttmity to address that budy. The President 
and the Haads of Departments, perceiving his inten- 
tion to make a bridge of the Executive to open a di- 
rect communication with the popular branch of Con- 
gress, and apprehending evil from it, with address de- 
feated the intriguing scheme. They directed, that the 
flag and the letter should be placed in the hands of the 
President, and by him presented to Congress. The 
1st of January 1796, was appointed as the time on 
which the President would receive them. Mr. Adet 
on this occasion addressed him in the impassioned lan- 
guage of his countrymen. He represented France a* 
exerting herself in defence of the liberty of mankind. 

" Assimilated to, or rather identified with free peo- 
ple by the form of her government, she saw in them,** 
he observed, " only friends and brothers. Long ac- 
customed to regard the American people as her mu^t 
faithful allies, she sought to draw closer the ties id- 
ready formed in the fields of America, under the aus- 
pices of victory, over the ruins of tyranny." 



1796.1 LIFE OP WASHINGTON. 167 

To answer this speech was a delicate task. Animai* 
•d expf eseions ot'attachment and friendship for Franca 
wore expected -, and it was improper for the EzecutiTe 
«f a neutral nation to show partiality or prejudice to- 
wards belligerent powers. 
The following wa« the replj of the President 
" Born, sir, in a land of liberty ; having early learn* 
ad its yalue ; having engaged in a perilous conflict to 
defend it ; having, in a word, devoted the best years 
of my life to secure its permanent establishment in my 
own country ; my anxious recollections, my sympa- 
thetiek feelings, and my best wishes are irresistibly 
attracted, whensoever, in any country, I see an op- 
pressed nation unfurl the banners of freedom. But 
above all, the events of the French revolution have 
produced the deepest solicitude, as well as the highest 
admiration. To call your nation brave, were to pro- 
nounce but common praise. Wonderful people ! Ages 
to come will read with astonishment the history of 
your brilliant exploits. I rejoice that the period of 
your toils and of your immense sacrifices is approach- 
ing. I rejoice that the interesting revolutionary move 
ments of so many years have issued in the formation 
of a Consf itution designed to give permanency to the 
great object for which you have contended. I rejoice 
that liberty, which you have so long embraced with 
anthusiaam — ^liberty, of which you have been the in- 
vincible defenders, now finds an asylum in the bosom 
of a regularly organized government ; a government 
which, being formed to secure the happiness of the 
French people, corresponds with the ardent wishes of 
my hoart,^ while it gratifies the pride of every citizen 
of the United States by its resemblance to their own. 
On these glorious events, accept, sir, my sincere con 
gratulations. 

" In delivering to you these sentiments, I ezprese 
not my own feelings only, but those of my fellow eiti^ 
Vf ,.. II. 14 
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tens in relation to the commencementi the prognrn^ 
and'the issue of tho French revolution ; and they will 
eertainly join with me in purest wiehee to the Su- 
premo Being, that the citizens of our sister repuhliek, 
our magnanimous allies, may soon enjoy in peace, that 
liberty which they have purchased at so great a price, 
and all the happiness that liberty can bestow. 

<< I receive, sir, with lively sensibility, the symbol 
of the triumphs, and of the enfranchisements of your 
nation, the colours of France, which you have now 
presented to the United States. The transaction will 
be announced to Congress, and the colours will be de- 
posited with the archives of the United States, which 
are at once the evidence and the memorials of their 
freedom and independence ; may these be perpetual ; 
and rnay the friendship of the two Republicks be com- 
mensurate with their existence." 

The address of the French Minister, the reply of the 
President, the flag of France, and the letter of the 
Committee of Safety, were all transmitted by the Pre- 
sident to Congress. 

In February 1796, the treaty was returned in tho 
form recommended by the Senate, and ratified by his 
Britannick Majesty ; and on the last of that month, 
the President issued his Proclamation stating its ra- 
tification, and declaring it to be the law of the land. 

The predominant party in the House of Representa- 
tives expressed surprise, that this Proclamation should 
be issued before the sense of the House was taken on 
the subject ; as they denied the power of- the Presi- 
dent and Senate to complete a treaty without their 
sanction. In March a resolution passed, requesting 
the President '' to lay before the House a copy of the 
instructions to the Minister of the United States, who 
negotiated the treaty with the King of Great Hritaint 
communicated by his message of the first of March, 
together with the correspondence and other documents 
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nlative to the said treaty ; excepting such of the said 
papers as any. existing negotiatioa may render impro- 
per to be disclosed." 

This resolve placed the President in a situation of 
high responsibility. He knew that the majority of 
the House entertained the opinion, that a treaty waa 
liot valid until they had acted upon it. To oppose, in 
a government constituted like that of the United States, 
the popular branch of the Legislature would be attend- 
ed with hazard, and subject him to much censure and 
abuse ; but considerations of this nature make but 
weak impressions on a mind supremely solicitous to 
promote the publick interest. 

Upon the most mature deliberation, the President 
conceived, that to grant this requiisi of the House, 
would establish a filse and dangerous principle in the 
diplomatick transactions of the ndliun, and he gave the 
following answer to thoir request. 

'' GSNTLSHXV OF THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

^ With the utmost attention I have con«idered yovr 
resolution of the 24th instant, requesting me to lay be- 
fore your House a copy of the instructions to the Mini- 
ster of the United Stat6s,whonegotiated the treaty with 
the King of Great Britain, together with t^o corre- 
spondence and other documents relative to that treaty, 
excepting such of the said papers as any existing ne- 
gotiation may render improper to be disclosed. 

'' In deliberating upon this subject, it was impossible 
for me to lose sight of the principle which some have 
avowed in its discussion, or to avoid extending my 
views to the consequences which must flow from the 
admission of that principle. 

'' I trust that no part of my conduct has ever indi 
cated a disposition to withhold any information which 
the Conslitutiun has enjoined it upon the President as 
a duty to give, or which could be required of him b^ 
either hoiis*^ of Con^rress as a right ; and with truth J 



MO LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1703-7. 

tffirm, thit il hai been, and will continue to be, white 
I have the honour to preiide in the government, my 
conetant endeavour to harmonize with the other braneli* 
ee thereof, as fiur aa the trust delegated to roe by ths 
oeople of the United States, and my sense of the obli- 
gation it imposes, to preserve, protect, and deftnd the 
Constitution, will permit. 

** The nature of foreign negotiations require oautiouy 
and their succesi must often depend on secrecy ; asA 
even when brought to a conclusion, a fbll disclosure 
of all the measures, demands, or eventual concession* 
irhich may have been proposed or contemplated, would 
to extremely impolitick ; for this might have a pemi* 
eious influence on future negotiations, or produce im- 
mediate inconveniences, perhaps danger and mieehief 
to other persons. The necessity of such caution and 
secrecy was one cogent reason for vesting the power 
of making treaties in the President, with the advieo 
and consent of the Senate, the principle on which thai 
body was formed, confmlng it to a small number of 



" To admit then a right in the House of Represen- 
tatives to demand and to have as a matter ef course, 
all the papers respecting a negotiation with a foreign 
power, would be to establish a dangerous precedent. 

^ It does not occur that the inspection ef the papere 
asked for, can be relative to any purpose under the 
cognizance of the House of Representatives, except 
that of an impeachment, which the resolution has not 
expressed. I repeat that I have no disposition to with- 
hold any information which the duty of my station 
will permit, or the publick good shidl require to bo 
disclosed ; and in fact, all the papers affecting the ne- 
gotiation with Great Britain were laid before the Se- 
nate, when the treaty itself was communicated for their 
oonssderation and advice. ^. 

** The course which the debate bas taken on the re- 
solution of the house, leads to some observations M 
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the mode of making treaties under the Constitution 
of the United States. 

" Having been a membe' of the General Conven- 
tion, and knowing the principles on which the Consti- 
tution was formed, I have ever entertained but one 
opinion upon this subject ; and from the first establish- 
ment of the government to this moment, my conduct 
has exemplified that opinion. That the power of mak- 
ing treaties is exclusively vested in the President, by 
and ^ 1th the consent of the Senate, provided two thirds 
of the Senators prrsent concur ; and that every treaty 
so made, and promulgated, thenceforward becomes the 
law of the land. It is thus that the treaty making pow- 
er has been understood by foreign nations ; and in all 
the treaties made with them, we hcve declared, and 
they have believed, that when ratified by the President 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, they became 
obligatory. In this construction of the Constitution, 
every House of Representatives has heretofore ac- 
quiesced ; and until the present time, not a doubt or 
suspicion has appeared to my knowledge, that this con- 
struction was not the true. one. Nay, they have more 
than acquie'sced ; for until now, without controverting 
the obligations of such treaties, they have made aUthe 
requisite provisions for carrying them into efiect. 

*^ There is also reason to believe that this construc- 
tion agrees with the opinions entertained by the State 
Conventions, when they were deliberating on the Con- 
stitution ; especially by those who objected to it, be- 
cause there was not required in commercial treaties, the 
consent of two thirds of the whole number of the mem- 
Hers of the Senate, instead of two thirds of the Senators 
present ; and because in treaties respecting torritorial, 
and certain other rights and claims, the concurrence 
of three fourths of the whole number of the members 
of both houses respectively, was not made necessary. 

^' It is a fact declared by the General Convention 
and universally understood that the Constitution of 
14* 
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the United States was the result of a spirit of amitj 
and mutual concession. And it is well known, that 
•nder this influence, the smaller states were e imitted 
to an equal representation in the Senate with the larger 
states ; and that this branch of the government was 
invested with great powers ; for on the equal partici- 
pation of thosA powers, the sovereignty and political 
safety of the smaller states were deemed essentially to 
depend. 

" If other proofii than these and the plain letter of 
the Constitution itself be necessary to ascertain the 
puint under consideration, they may be found in the 

j journals of the General Convention which I have do- 

posited in the office of the Department of State. In 
these journals it will appear, that a proposition was 

I made, that no treaty should be binding on the United 

j States, which was not ratified by a law ', and that the 

I proposition was explicitly rejected. 

i *^ As therefore it is perfectly clear to my under- 

standing that the assent of the House of Representa- 
tives is not necessary to the validity of a treaty ; as 
the treaty with Great Britain exhibits in itself all the 
objects requiring legislative provision ; and on theso 
the papers called for can throw no light ; and as it is 
essential to the due administration of the government, 
that the boundaries fixed by the Constitution between 
the different departments should be preserved ; a just 
regard to the Constitution, and to the duty of my 
office, under all the circumstances of this case, forbid 
a compliance with your request.*' 

A resolution moved in the House to make the ne- 
eessary appropriations to carry the British treaty into 
efiect excited among the members the strongest emo- 
tions of human nature, and gave rise to speeches high- 
ly argumentative, eloquent, and animated. The debate 
was protracted until the people assumed the subject 
In their respective corporations, meetings were holden* 
the strength of parties was fully tried, and it clearly 
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■pp«Ar0d that the great majority were disposed to rally 
•roand tlie Exocattre. Innumerable petitions were 
presented to Congress praying them to make the re 
quisite appropriations. 

Unwilling to take upon themselves the consequences 
9f resisting t^e publick will, Congress made the ap 
propriations. 

It was not in the administration of the govemmont 
only, that General Washington found it necessary to 
•zeroise great caution and prudence. The convulsions 
of France and the political divisions of the United 
States, rendered it expedient that he should be circum- 
spect in his personal friundships, and in the exercise 
of benevolent offices towards individual characters. 

A sincere friendship had been formed between him 
and the Marquis La Fayette. This friendship was 
not disturbed by those vicissitudes in France, which 
occasioned the exile and foreign imprisonment of that 
nobleman. These rather increased the sensibility, an4 
■trengthened the attachment of the President towards 
the unfortunate Marquis. But on account of the state 
of parties in France and America, interpositions in 
his fiivuur were privately made. The American 
Ministers at Foreign Courts were directed in an un- 
ofhcial manner to exert themselves to obtain his libe- 
ration, or to render his confinement less oppressive. 
A confidential agent was sent to Berlin to solicit I's 
liberty ; but before he reached his place of destination, 
the King of Prussia had surrendered the Marquis t^ 
the Emperor of Germany. Mr. Pinckney, then at 
tho Court of London, was directed to intimate Dub 
wishes of the President to the Austrian Minister at 
that Court, and to solicit the influence of the British 
Cabinet in favour of the illustrious prisoner. Disap 
pointed in the expected mediation of Great Bntain, 
the President addressed the following letter immm 
diately to the Emperor of Germany. 
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''It will readily occur to your Majesty that occa- 
nons may sometimes exist, on which official considera^ 
lions would constrain the Cnief of a nation wj be si- 
lent and passive in relation even to objects which affect 
his sensibility, and claim his interposition as a man. 
Finding myself precisely in this situation at present, 
I take the liberty of writing this private letter to your 
Majesty, being persuaded that my motives will also be 
my apology for it. 

^ In common with the people of this country, I re- 
tain a strong and cordial sense of the services render- 
ed to them by the Marquis La Fayette ; and my friend- 
ship for him has been constant and sincere. It is na- 
tural, therefore, that I should sympathize with him and 
his family in their misfortunes, and endeavour to miti- 
gate the calamities they experience, among which his 
present confinement is not the least distressing. 

** I forbear to enlarge on this delicate subject. Per- 
mit me only to submit to your Majesty's consideration, 
whether his long imprisonment, and the confiscation 
of his estate, and the indigence and dispersion of his 
family, and the painful anxieties incident to all those 
circumstances, do not form an assemblage of sufferings, 
which recommend him to the mediation of humanity ' 
Allow me, sir, on this occasion, to be its organ ; and to 
entreat thathe may be permitted to come to this coun- 
try on such conditions, and under such restrictions a* 
your Majesty may think it expedient to prescribe. 

" As it is a maxim with me not to ask, what under 
similar circumstances, I would net grant, your Majes- 
ty will do me the justice to believe, that this request 
appears to me to correspond with those great princi- 
ples of magnanimity and wisdom, which form the ba- 
sis of sound policy and durable glory." 

This letter was sent to Mr. Pinckney, and was by 
him transmitted through the Austrian Minister to the 
Emptor. From this period the Marquis was treated 
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with more mildnesS; and was soon after discharged 
from his confinement ', but what influence the Presi- 
d«nt't letter had on these measures is not known. 

la 1795, George Washington Motier La Fajette, 
the son of the Marquis La Fayette, made his escape 
from France, and arrived with his tutor at Boston. 
He immediatelj bj letter communicated his situation 
to General Washington, and solicited his advice and 
patronage. The mother of young Fayetto was then 
in France, and the President was surrounded by 
Frenchmen, the agents or friends of the administra- 
tion, which had denounced the Marquis. These men 
were ready to denounce every act of favoor done to a 
man who was proscribed by the French Government. 
From regard to the safety of that hidy, and from pru- 
dential comiderations im respect to his ovn official 
character, he thought it unadviseable to invite him im- 
mediately to the aeat of government, and publickly to 
espouse hi« interest. But he wrote confidentially to a 
friend in the neighbourhood of Boston, requesting hiip 
to visit the young gentleman, to acquaint him with 
the reason which rendered it inexpedient that he 
should bo invited into the President's family, and, to 
adopt the language of the letter, to ^< administer aU 
the consolation that he can derive from the most une 
quivocal assurances of my standing in the place, and be 
coming to hiai9.faiKer,friend,prot^toryiuidsupp4irUr 

'^ Considering how important it is to avoid idleness 
and dissipation — ^to improve his mind — and to give 
him all the advantages which education can bestow, 
my opinion and my advice to him is, (if he is qualified 
for admission) that he should enter as a student at the 
University in Cambridge ; although it should be for a 
short time only. The expense of which, as also for 
every other means for his support, 1 will pay ; and 
now do authorize you, my dear sir, to draw upon me 
iMBCordingly. And if it be desired that his tutor should 
Moouipany him to the University, any expense that 



IGC LIFE OF WASHU«GTON. 1796-0 

he siiall incur for the purpose , shall be borne by me in 
like manner.'* 

The tutor of young Fayette thought he might with 
more advantage pursue his studies in private, and 
therefore he did not enter the tJniversity. 

The members of Congress, in opposition to the 
measures of the Administrationi obtained the jcnnwl- 
edge of tL« arrival of a son of the Marquis xjH Fay- 
ette in some part of America. Expecting perhaps 
that the President had maintained a cold and unfeel- 
ing reserve towards him» they instituted an inquiry 
into his situation ; and when they discovered that the 
President had extended towards young Fayette the 
assistance and the protection of a friend and a father, 
they dropped the subject. 

This young gentleman remained for a short time in 
the United States; returning to France, he distin- 
guished himself in the army of Buonaparte; bat ths 
usual promotions have been denied him. 
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1796. The friends of General Washington knew 
that it was his intention to decline being a candidate 
at the third election of Presidenti and this was expect- 
ed by the publick. Warm solicitations were used to 
dissuade him from the intention, but his determination 
was fixed ; and nothing could change it, excepting a 
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orins in the affair's of his country, which would rendei 
retirement inconsistent with his duty, and derogatory 
to his character. 

In the possibility of such an event, his friends pre 
Tailed with him to withhold the publick expression of 
his design until it should become necessary to direct 
the attention of the community to a successor. This 
■ilenoe alarmed the party opposed to his administra- 
tion. His personal influence at the head of govern- 
menty they conceived, could alone defeat their plans, 
and prevent a revolution in the National Council. 
Since the ratification of the British treaty, they had 
laid aside the decorous language and ezteriour respect, 
which they had, until that period, observed towards 
the President, and on this occasion they with the ut- 
most virulence assailed his character. His merit as a 
soldier, and his wisdom and patriotism as a statesman, 
were denied ; and even his honour and honesty as a 
man were brought into question. Letters, forged and 
published in 1776, to injure his reputation as the Ge- 
neral in the revolutionary war, were at this time re- 
published as genuine, to excite prejudice against him. 
The queries, which he had confidentially proposed to 
the deliberation of his Cabinet, were laid before the 
poblick, with comments designed to show, that they 
indicated a deadly hostility to France. The queries 
could have come before the publick only by a breach 
of confidence in some one of the Cabinet. Mr. Jeffer- 
son was disposed to prevent any suspicion from rest- 
ing on the mind of General Washington, that he was 
the dishonourable individual, and for this purpobe he 
addressed a letter to him, to which the President gave 
the following reply. 

" If I had entertained any suspicion before, that the 
queries which have been published in Bache*s paper, 
proceeded from you, the assurances yoa have given of 
the contrary would have re-noved them ; but the truth 
is, I harboured none. I am at no loss to conjecture 
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from what muree they flowed, through what chamwl 
they were conveyed^ nor for what purpoae they aad 
■iinilar publications appear. 

'*Aayoa have mentioned the eobjeet yoaroel^ it 
would not be frank, candid, or friendly, to conceal thHt 
your conduct has been represented as derogatiiig firoia 
that opinion I conceived you entertained of me ; thai 
to your particular friends and ednnezione yoa ha<v« de» 
scribed, and they have denounced me, as a peraoQ 
under dangerous influence, and that if I would Iktaa 
mar6 to some other opinions, all would be well. My 
answer has invariably beon, that I had never di^ 
eovered any thing in the conduct of Mr. Jefiersoa^ 
to raise suspicions in my mind of his sincerity ; 
that if he would retrace my pnblick conduct white 
he was in the administration, abundant proo& would 
occur to him, that truth and right decisions were the 
sole objects of my pursuit ; that there were as many 
instances within his own knowledge, of my having 
decided againgt as in favour of the person evidently 
alluded to ; and moreover, that I was no believer la 
the infallibility of the politicks or measures of any 
man living. In short, that I was no party man myealf, 
and that the first wish of my heart was, if parties did 
exist, to reconcile them. 

*' To this I may add, and very truly, that until the 
last year or two, 1 had no conception that partiee 
would, or even could go the lengths I have been Witp 
ness to \ nor did 1 beUeve until lately, that ii waft 
within the bounds of probability, hardly within thoae 
of possibility, that while I was using piy utmost exer- 
tions to establish a national character of our own, in- 
dependent, as far as our obligations and justice would 
permit, of every nation of the oarth ; and wished by 
steering a steady course to preserve this country from 
the horroars of a desolating war, I ^ould be accused 
of being the enemy of one nation, and subject to the 
influonco of another ; and to prove it, that every ai^ 



179&^.] LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 1(» 

of my administration would be tortured, and the 
grossest and most insidious misrepresentations of them 
be made, by giving one side only of a subject, and that 
too in such exaggerated and indecent terms as could 
scarcely be applied to a Nero — to a notorious defaulter 
--or even to a common pickpocket. 

** But enough of this. I have already gone farther 
in the expression of my feelings than I intended." 

General WASHiiioToir was also atrociously chaiged 
with haWng unlawfully drawn money from the publick 
treasury for his private use. This charge was sup- 
ported by extracts from the books of the national trea- 
sury, and his enemies boasted that they had discover- 
ed an indelible blemish in his character ; but their 
triumph was only for a moment. The Secretary of 
the Treasury published a statement of facts, by which 
it clearly appeared that the money drawn by the or- 
ders of the President had in no year exceeded the ap- 
propriations for his salary. He received no publick 
money but for the support of his family, in some quar^ 
ters of the year the receipts had overrun the vnount 
due, and in others fallen sliort ; and that the President 
hirosolf had no concern in the transaction, the busi 
nous having been conducted by a gentleman who sn 
porinteuded his houaehold. The publick frowned his 
accusers into silence, and the weapon levelled against 
his reputation fell innoxious to tlie ground. 

The Government of France was too well acquaint- 
ed with the number and tho temper of their friends in 
the United States., to relinquish the plan formed to ob- 
tain a controlling influence in the administration of 
American affairs. Mr. Fauchet had made formal com- 
plaints against the measures of President Washingtc it. 
For a time his remoniitrances were made in the Ian 
fuage of decency and respect ; but at the close of his 
ministry, he descended to the reproachful manner of 
his predecessor. Mr. Adet arrived at Philadelphia* 
while the Senate were deliberating on the Britisli 

V»L. n. 15 
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treaty y and full cominunications were made to him oa 
tlie subject. Colooel Monroe was also furnished with 
documents, calculated to remove uneasiness from the 
minds of the French Director j respecting this transac- 
tion. But instead of communicating to the Directory 
the documents and reasonings of his government, while 
they were deliberating on this subject, and before they 
had committed themselves by any publick act, he rer 
served them as answers to complaints, that the go- 
vernment of France might make against the treaty with 
Great Britain. 

The President well knew that France had uo just 
groimd of complaint against the United States ; but 
he was apprehensive that her disappointment at the 
adjustment of a controversy which had long menaced 
war between Great Britain and America, would induce 
her to some act of violence. He therefore deemed it 
highly important, that there -should be a Minister at 
Varis, who fully entered into the views of the Ad- 
ministration. Not being perfectly satisfied with Mr. 
Monroe, he recalled him, and appointed as Ills successor, 
General Charles CJotesworth Finckney. The French 
having complained of most of the acts of the American 
Government, in relation to the powers at war, by order 
of the President these acts Were carefully reviewed, a 
fiiir and minute detail of all points of difference be- 
tween the two nations given, and the measures cf the 
Administration defended by unanswerable arguments. 
Upon this lucid and conclusive vindication of th« 
measures of the Administration, the President relied to 
remove jealousy from the minds of the Directory, and 
restore the harmony of tho two nations; but unhappily 
the party at home had taken their ground, and were 
not by any considerations to be moved from it, and 
supported by these, the French Directory were not 
disposed to recede. 

At the near approach of the period for the election 
of a President, it fully appeared, that General Wash 
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IHGTOH had not lost hit hold on the affections and 
eonfidence of his coontijmen. The pubUck sentiment 
every where indicated a ietormination to choose no 
man an elector, on whom implicit confidence could not 
be placed, to give his suffrage for General W^sn- 
IHOTOH ; and it was satisfiictorily ascertained, that 
should the General consent to be a candidate, he 
would for the third time be unanimously chosen Pre- 
sident of the United Stotos. 

In this state of the publick mind, in the month of 
September he published the foUowing address. 
" Frixitds and fellow citizens, 

''The period for a new election of a citizen, to ad 
minister the Executive Government of the United 
States being not far distant, and the time actually 
arrived, when your thoughts must be employed in 
designating the person, who is to be clothed with that 
important trust, it appears to me proper, especially as 
h may conduce to a more distinct expression of tho 
publick voice, that I should now apprize you of the 
resolution I have formed, to decline being considered 
among the number of those, out of whom a choice is 
to be made. 

** I beg you, at the same time, to do me the justice 
to be assared, that this resolution has not been taken, 
without a strict regard to all the considerations ap- 
pertaining to the relation which binds a dutiful citizen 
to his country ; and that, in withdrawing the tender 
of service, which silence in my situation might imply^ 
I am influenced by no diminution of zeal for your 
future interest ; no deficiency of grateful respect for 
your past kindness ; but am supported by a AiU con- 
viction that the step is compatible with both. 

" The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in the 
oflice to which your suffrages have twice called me, 
have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the 
opinion of duty, and to a deference for what appeared 
to bo your desire. I constantly hoped that it would 
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bave been mtlch earlier in my power, coniistentl j with 
motires which I was not at Ubertj to disregard, to re- 
turn to that retirement, from which I had been relnc- 
tantly drawn. The strength of my inclination to do 
this, previous to the last election, had even lod to the 
l)rcparation of an address to declare it to you ; but ma- 
t'jre reflection on the then perplexed and critical poe* 
ture of our affairs with foreign nations, and the uaaoi 
mous advice of persons entitled to my confidence, ia 
pelled me to abandon the idea. 

" I rejoice that the state of your concerns^ external 
as well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit oi 
inclination incompatible with the sentiment of duty, 
or propriety ; and am persuaded whatever partiality 
may be retained for my services, that in the present 
circumstances of our country, you will not disapprove 
my determination to retire. 

'* The impressions with which I first undertook the 
arduous trust, were explained on the proper occasion, 
f n the discharge of this trust, I wiU only say, that I 
aave, with good intentions, contributed towards the 
organization and administration of the government, 
the best exertions of which a very fallible judgment 
was capable. Not unconscious, ia the outset, of the 
inferiority of my qualifications, experience in my own 
eyest perhaps BtiU more in the eyes of others, has 
strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself; and 
every day the increasing weight of years admonishes 
me more and more, that the shade of retirement is as 
ntcetiBary to me as it will be welcome. Satisfied, that 
if any circumstances have given peculiar value to my 
services, they were temporary, I have tho consolation 
to believe, that while choice and prudence invite me 
to quit the piolitical scene, patriotism does not forbid it. 

**- In looking forward to the moment, which is to 
terminate tho career of my publick life, my feelinge 
do not permit me to suspend the deep acknowledg- 
ment of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my be 
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loved country, for the many honours it hai conferred 
upon mo , still more for the steadfast confidence with 
which it has supported me, and for the opportunities 
I haye thence enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable 
attachment, by services faithful and persevering, 
though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits 
have resulted to our country from these services, let 
it always be remembered to your praise, and as an in- 
structive example in our annals, that under circum- 
stances in which the passions, agitated in every direc* 
Uon, were liable to mislead, amidst appearances some> 
times dubious — ^vicissitudes of fortune, oilen discou- 
raging — ^in situations, in which, not unfrequently, want 
of success has countenanced the spirit of criticism — 
the constancy of your support was the essential prop 
of the efforts, and a guarantee of the plans by which 
they were effected. Profoundly penetrated with this 
idea, I shall carry it with me to my grave, as a strong 
incitement to unceasing vows, that Heaven may con- 
tinue to you the choicest tokens of its beneficence — 
that your union and brotherly affection may be per- 
petual — ^that the free const ituti^^n, which is the work 
of yo jr hands, may be sacredly maintained -that its 
admhiistration, in every department, may be stamped 
with wis'Jom and virtue— that, in fine, the happiness 
of the people of these states, under the auspices of 
liberty, may be made complete, by so careful a pre- 
servation, and so prudent a use, of this blessing, as 
will acquire to them the glory of recommending it to 
the applause, the affection, and the adoption, of every 
nation which is yet a stranger to it. 

'^ Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude 
for your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, 
and the apprehension of danger, natural to that solici- 
tude, urge me, on an occasion like the present, to ofler 
to your solemn contemplation, and to recommend to 
your irequent review, some sentiments which are the 
result of much reff ection, of no inconMiderable observa- 
15* 



174 LIFE OF WASHINGTON [i796-» 

lion, and which appear to me all important to the per 
manency of your felicity as a p^ple. These will be 
offered to yoa with the more freedom, as yoa can only 
see in them, the disinterested warnings of a parting 
friend, who can possibly have no personal motiye to 
bias his counsels. Nor can I forget, as an encourage- 
ment to it, your indulgent reception of my sentimenti 
on a former and not dissimilar occasion. 

" Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every 
ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of miiM 
is necessary to fortify or confirm the attachment. 

<^ The unity of government which constitutes you 
one people, is also dear to you. It is justly so, for it 
IS a main pillar in the edifice of your real independ- 
ence -f the support of your tranquillity at home ', your 
peace abroad ; of your safety ; of your prosperity ; 
of that very liberty which you so highly prize. But, 
as it is easy to foresee, that from different causes and 
from different quarters, much pains wiU be taken, 
many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds the 
conviction of this truth ; as this is the point in your 
political fortress, against which the batteries of inter- 
nal and external enemies will be most constantly and 
actively (though often covertly and insidiously) direct- 
ed ; it is of infinite moment that you should properly 
estimate the immense valuo of your national union, to 
your collective and individual happiness ', that yoa 
should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immoveable at- 
tachment to it ; accustoming yourselves to think and 
speak of it, as of the palladium of your political safety 
and prosperity ; watching for its preservation with 
jealous anxiety ', discountenancing whatever may sug- 
gest even a suspicion that it can, in any event, be 
abandoned ; and indignantly frowning upon the first 
dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of 
our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred 
ties which now link together the various parts. 

*' For this you have every inducement of sympathy 
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and interejt. Citizens by birth or choice, of a com 
mon country, that eountry has a right to concentrate 
your affections. The na^ie of American, which be- 
longs to yon, in your national capacity, must always 
exalt the just pride of patriotism, more than any ap- 
peUation derived from local discriminations. With 
slight shades of difference, you have the same reli- 
gion, manners, habits, and political principles. Tou 
have^ in a common cause, fought and triumphed to- 
gether ; the independence and liberty you possess are 
the work of joint counsels, and joint efforts, of com- 
mon dangers, sufferings, and successes. 

" But these considerations, however powerfully they 
address themselves to >jur sensibility, are greatly 
outweighed by those which apply more immediately 
to your interest. Here every portion of our country 
finds the most commanding motives for carefully 
guarding and preserving the union of the whole. 

^^ Tho J^orthj in an unrestrained intercourse with the 
South, protected by the equal laws of a common go 
vernment, finds in the productions of the latter, great 
additional resources of maritime and commercial en> 
terprise, and precious materials of manufacturing in- 
dustry. The Southf in the same intercourse, bene- 
fiting by the agency of the Jfortk, sees its agriculture 
grow, and its commerce expand. Turning partly into 
its own channels the seamen of the JVorth, it finds its 
particular navigation invigorated — and while it con- 
tributes, in different ways, to nourish and increase the 
general mass of the national navigation, it looks for- 
ward *o the protection of a maritime strength, to whi^**! 
itself is unequally adapted. 

'* The lUistf in like intercourse with the fFe«<,alreadj 
finds, and in the progressive improvement of interiour 
communications, by land and water, will more and 
more find a valuable vent for the commodities which 
it brings from abroad, or manufactures at home. The 
^est derives from the East supplies requisite to its 
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growth and comfort — and what is, perhaps, of atiU 
greater consequence, it must of necessity owe the secure 
enjoyment of indispensable outlets, for its own produc- 
tions, to the weight, influence, and the future maritime 
strength of the Atlantick side of the Union, directed 
by an indissoluble community of interest as one nation. 
Any other tenure by which the West can hold this es- 
■ential advantage, whether derived from its own sepa- 
rate strength, or from an apostate and unnatural con- 
nexion with any foreign power, must be intrinsically 
precarious. 

" While then every part of our country thus feels an 
inmiediate and particular interest in union, all the 
parts combined cannot fail to find in the united mass 
of means and eflbrts, greater strength, greater re- 
source, proportionably greater security from external 
danger — a less frequent interruption of their peace by 
foreign nations, and what is of inestimable value, they 
must derive from union an exemption from those broils 
and wars between themselves, which so frequently 
afflict neighbouring countries not tied together by the 
same government ; which their own rivalships alone 
would be sufficient to produce, but which opposite fo- 
reign alliances, attachments, and intrigues would stimu- 
late and embitter. Hence, likewise, they will avoid 
the necessity of those overgrown military establish- 
ments, which, under any form of government, are 
inauspicious to liberty, and which are to be regarded 
as particularly hostile to republican liberty. In this 
sense it is, that your Union ought to be considered aa 
the main prop of your liberty, and that the love of the 
one ought to endear to you the preservation of the 
other. 

" These considerations speak a persuasive language 
to every reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the 
continuance of the Union as a primary object of patri- 
oti'rk desire. Is there a doubt whether a common gty- 
7emment can embrace «o large a sphere ? Let experi- 



17fHJ-«.] LITE or WASHINGTON. 177 

enco lolrc it. To listen to mere speculation in suoh 
a case were criminal. We are authorized to hope that 
a proper organization of the whole, with the auxiliary 
agency of governments for the respective subdivisions, 
will afford a happj issue to the experiment. It is well 
worth a fair and full experiment. With such power- 
ful and obvious motives to Union, affecting all parts 
of uur country, while experience shall not have de- 
mcmtrated its impracticability, there will always be 
reason to distrust the patriotism of those, who, in any 
quarter, may endeavour to weaken its bands. 

*^ In contemplating the causes which may disturb our 
Union, it occurs as a matter of serious concern, that 
any ground should have been furnished for character- 
izing parties, by geographical discriminations, Jfartk^ 
em and Southentf ^tlaaitick enkd Western; whence de- 
signing men may endeavour to excite a belief, that 
there is a real difference of local interests and views 
One of the expedients of party to acquire influence^ 
within particular districts, is to misrepresent the opi- 
nions and aims of other districts. Tou cannot shield 
yourselves too much against the jealousies and heart 
burnings which spring from these misrepresentations ; 
they tend to render alien to each other those who 
ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. 
The iuhabitants of our western country have lately 
had a useful lesson on this head : they have seen in the 
negotiation by the Executive, and in the unanimous 
satisfaction by the Senate, of the treaty with Spain 
and in the universal satisfaction at that event through 
out the United States, a decisive proof how unfounded 
wore the suspicions propagated among them, of a po« 
licy in th« general government and in the Atlantick 
states, unfriendly to their interests in regard to the 
Mississippi : they have been witnesses to the forma- 
tion of two treaties, that with Great Britain and that 
with Spain, which secure to them every thing they 
could desire, in respect to our foreign relations, to- 
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wards eonfirming their proflperity. Will it not be 

their wisdom to rely for the preservation of these ad- | 

Tantages on the Union, by which they were procured ? 

Will they not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if J 

such there are, who would sever them from their 

brethren, and connect them with aliens ? 

<< To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a 
goremment for the whole is indispensable. No a)* 
liances, howerer strict, between the parts, can be ao 
adequate substitute. They must inevitably experi- 
ence the infractions and interruptions which all al- 
liances, in all times, have experienced. Sensible of 
this momentous truth, you have improved upon your 
first essay, by the adoption of a Ck>nstitution of Govern- 
ment, better calculated than your former for an inti- 
mate Union, and for the efficacious management of 
your common concerns. This government, the off- 
spring of our own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, 
adopted upon full investigation and mature delibera- 
tion, completely free in its principles, in the distribu- 
tion of its powers, uniting security with energy, and 
containing within itself a provision for its own amend- 
ment, has a just claim to your confidence and your 
support. Respect for its authority, compliance with 
its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are duties en- 
joined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty. 
The basis of our political systems is, the right of the 
people to make and to alter their constitution of govern 
ment. But the constitution which at any time exists, 
until changed by an explicit and authentick act of the 
whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The 
very idea of the power and the right of the people to 
establish government, presupposes the duty of every 
individual to obey the established government. 

^* All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all 
combinations and associations, under whatever plausi- 
ble character, with the real design to direct, control, 
eounteraet, or awe the regular deliberation and action 



1796-9.J LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 179 

of the constituted aathorities, are destructive of thi* 
fundamental principle, and of fatal tendency. Thej 
serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and 
extraordinary force, to put in the place of the dele- 
gated will of the nation, the will of a party, often s 
■mall, but artful and enterprising minority of the c^m 
m unity ; and, according to the alternate triumphs of 
different parties, to make the publick administration 
the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous pro* 
jects of faction, rather than the organ of consistent 
and wholesome plans, digested by comnion councils, 
and modified by mutual interests. 

*^ HoWever combinations or associations of the above 
description, may now and then answer popular ends» 
they are likely, in the course of time and things, to 
become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, 
and unprincipled men, will be enabled to subvert the 
power of the people, and to usurp for themselves the 
reins of government ; destroying, afler wards, the very 
engines which had lifled them to unjust dominion. 

" Towards the preservation of your government, and 
the permanency of your present happy state, it is re* 
quisite, not only that you steadily discountenance 
irregular oppositions to its acknowledged authorityi 
but also that you resist, with care, the spirit of inno- 
vation upon its principles, however specious the pre- 
text, (hie method of assault may be to effect, in the 
forms of the Constitution, alterations which will impair 
the energy of the system, and thus to undermine what 
cannot be directly overthrown. In all the changes to 
which you may be invited, remember that time and 
habit are at least as necessary to fix the true character 
of government, as of other human institutions ; that 
experience is the surest standard, by which to test the 
real tendency of the existing constitution of a country : 
that facility in changes, upon the credit of mere hy- 
pothesis and opinion, exposes to perpetual change, 
from the endless variety of hypothems and opinion ; 
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■ad remember, eipecialij, that for the efficient manage 
ment of year common interests, in a country so ez 
tensiye as ours, a goyernment of as much vigour, as it 
consistent with the perfect security of liberty, is indis- 
pensable. Liberty itself will find in such a government, 
with powers properly distributed and adjusted, its surest 
guardian. It is, indeed, little else than a name, where 
Uie goyernment is too feeble to withstand the enter- 
prises of faction, to confine each member of the society 
within the limits prescribed by the laws, and to maintain 
all in the secure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights 
of person and property. 

" I have already intimated to you, the danger of 
parties in the state, with particular references to the 
founding of them on geographical discriminations. 
Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and 
warn you in the most solemn manner against the bane- 
fbl eflfocts of the spirit of party, generally. 

*' This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from out 
nature, having its root in the strongest passions of the 
hiunan mind. It exists under differ<>nt shapes, in all 
governments ; more or less stifled, controlled, or re- 
pressed ; but iu^ those of the popular form, it is seen in 
its greatest rvihness, and is truly their worst ene- 
my. 

** The alternate domination of ohe faction over ano- 
ther, sharpened by the spirit of revenge natural to 
party dissension, which in different ages and countries 
has perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is itself a 
firightful despotism : but this leads at length to a more 
formal and permanent despotism. Tlu> disorders and 
miseries which result, gradually incline the minds ot 
men to seek security and repose in the alwlute power 
of an individual ; and sooner or later, the cHief of some 
prevailing faction, more able or more fbrtinate than 
his competitors, turns this disposition to the purposes 
of his own elevation, on the ruins of publick I'berty. 

** Without looking forward to an extremity if this 
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kind (which nevertheless ought not to be entirely 
OQt of sight) the common and continual mischiefs of 
the spirit of partj are sufficient to make it the interest 
^d duty of a wise people to discourage and restrain it. 
It serves always to distract the publick councils and 
enfeeble the publick administration. It ngitates the 
community with ill-founded jealousies and Iklse alarmi ^ 
kindles the animosity of one part against another, fo- 
ments, occasionally, riot and insurrection. It opens 
the door to foreign influence and corruption, which find 
a facilitated access to the government itself through 
the channels of party passions. Thus the policy and 
the will of one country are subjected to the policy and 
will of another. 

" There is an opinion that parties in free countrie* 
are useful checks upon the administration of the go- 
vernment, and serve to keep alive the spirit of liberty. 
This, witiiin certain limits, is probably true ; and in 
governments of a monarchical cast, patriotism may leok 
with indulgence, if not with favour, upon the spirit of 
party. But in those of the popular character, in go- 
vernments purely elective, it is a {spirit not to be en- 
couraged. From their natural tendency it is certain 
there will always be enough of that spirit for every 
salutary purpose ; and there being constant danger of 
excess, the effort ought to be by force of publick opi- 
nion, to mitigate and assuage it. A fire not to be 
quenched, it demands uniform vigilance to prevent its 
bursting into a flame, lest instead of warming it should 
consume. 

** It is important likewise, that the habits of think- 
ing, in a free country, should inspire caution in those 
intrusted with its administration, to confine them- 
selves within their respective constitutional spheres, 
avoiding in the exercise of the powers of one depart* 
toent to encroach upon another. The spirit of en- 
croachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the 
departments in one, and thus to create, whatever the 

Vol. II. 10 
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form of government, a real despotism. A just estimate 
of that love of power, aud prononess to abuse it, which 
predominate in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy 
us of the truth of this position. The necessity of re- 
ciprocal checks in the exercise of political power, by 
dividing and distributing it into different depositories, 
and constituting each the guardian of thepublick weal 
against inyaaions by the others, has been evinced by 
experiments ancient and modern ; some of them in 
our country and under our own eyes. To preserve 
them must be as necessary as to institute them. If, 
m the opinion of tha people, the distribution or modifi- 
cation of the constitutional powers be in any particular 
wrong, let it be corrected by an amendment, in the 
way which the Constitution designates : but let there 
be no change by usurpation ', f'.r though this, in one 
instance, may be the instrument of good, it is the cus- 
tomary weapon by which free governments are de- 
fftroyed. The precedent must always greatly over- 
balance in permanent evil any partial or transient be- 
nefit which the use can at any time yield. 

** Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to po- 
litical prosperity, religion and morality are indispensa- 
ble supports. In vain would that man claim the tri- 
bute of patriotism, who should labour to subvert these' 
great pillars of human happiness, these firmest props 
of the duties of men and citizens. The mere politician, 
equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to che- 
rish them. A volume could not trace all their connexions 
with private and publick felicity. Let it simply be 
aaked, where is the security fi)r property, for reputa- 
tion, for life, if the sense of religious obligation desert 
the oaths which are the instruments of investigation in 
Courts of Justice .' And let us with caution indulge 
the supposition, that morality can be maintained with 
out religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influ- 
ence of refined education on minds of peculiar struc* 
lure, re^Aon and experience both forbid us to expect 
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that national morality can prevail in ezclasion of reli- 
gious principle. 

** It is substantially true that virtue or morality is a 
necessary spring of popular government. The rule 
indeed extends with more or less force to every spe- 
cies of free government. Who that is a sincere friend 
to it can look with indifference upon attempts to shake 
the foundation of the fabrick ? 

^' Promote then, as an object of primary importance, 
mstitutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In 
proportion as the structure of a government gives force 
to publick opinion, it is essential that publick opinion 
should be enlightened. 

<' As a very important source of strength and secu- 
rity, cherish publick credit. One method of preserv 
ing it, is to use it as sparingly as possible ', avoiding 
occasions of expense by cultivating peace, but remem- 
bering also, that timely disbursements to prepare for 
danger, frequently prevent much greater disburse- 
ments to repel it : avoiding likewise tho accumulation 
of debt, not only by shunning occasions of expense, 
but by vigorous exertions in time of peace to dis- 
charge the debts which unavoidable wars may have 
occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posterity 
the burthen which we ourselves ought to bear. The 
execution of these maxims belongs to your representa- 
tives, but it is necessary that publick opinion should 
cooperat3. To facilitate to them the performance of 
their duty, it is essential that you should practically 
bear in mind, that towards the payment of debts there 
must be revenue ; that to have revenue there must be 
taxes; that no taxes can be devised which are not 
more or less inconvenient and unpleasant ; that the 
intrinsick embarrassment inseparable from the selec- 
tion of the proper objects (which is always a choice of 
difEculties) ought to be a decisive motive for a candid 
construction of tho conduct of the government in mak- 
'^ it ', and for a spirit of acquiescence in the mea- 
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■VM bt oliUiiuiig reFenoe, which the pubHck jrigen- 
ciM may at any time dictate. 

** Obeerre good fiuth aftd justice towards all nations, 
miltiyate peace and hannonj with all. Religion and 
morality enjoin this oondunt ; and can it he, that good 
policy does not equally enjoin it ? It will be worthy 
of a free, enlightened, and (at no distant period) a 
great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous and 
too novel example of a people always guided by an ez 
alted justice aad benevolence. Who can doubt in the 
course of time and things, the fhiits of such a plan 
would richly tepay any temporary advantages which 
might be lost by a steady adherence to it .' Can it be, 
that Prdvidenoa has not connected the permanent fe- 
licity of a naiiefD with its virtue ? The experiment, 
at least, is reeomntended by every sentiirent which 
emioUes hmuaii nature. Alas ! is it rendered impo»> 
sible by its vices .' 

** In the ezeoutioBF of such a plan, nothing is more 
essential than* that permanent, inveterate antipathies 
against particular nations, aAd passionate attachments 
for others should be excluded ; and that, in place of 
them, just an4 amicable feelings towards idl i^ould be 
cultivate^. The nation which indulges towards ano- 
ther an habitual hatred, of an habitual fondness, is in 
some degiee a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or 
to its affeetion, either of which is sufficient to lead it 
astray from its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one 
nation, against another, disposes eaeh more readily to 
offer insult and injury, to lay hold of slight oauses c f 
umbrage, and to be haughty and intractable, when ao^ 
nidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur. 

** Hence frequent eollisions, obstinate, envenomed, 
and bloody contests. The nation, prompted by ill will 
and resentment, sometimes impels to war the govern* 
ment, contrary to the best calculations of policy. The 
government sometimes participates in the national pro- 
pensity, and adopts, throngh passion, what reason 
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would reject ; at other times, it makes the animosity 
of the nation subservient to projects of hostility, insti- 
gated J>y pride, ambition, and other sinister and perni- 
cious motives. The peace often, sometimes, perhaps, 
the liberty of nations has been the victim. 

^* So likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation 
for another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy 
for the favourite nation, facilitating the illusion of an 
imaginary common interest, in eases where no real 
common interest exists, and infusing into one the en- 
mities of the other, betrays the former into a paiticir 
pation in the quarrels and wars of the latter, without 
adequate inducement or justification. It leads also to 
concessions to the favourite nation of privileges de- 
nied to others, which is apt doubly to injure the nation 
making the concessions ; by unnecessarily parting 
with what ought to have been retained ; and by excit- 
ing jealousy ill will, and a disposition to retaliate, in 
the parties from whom equal privileges are withheld : 
and it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citi- 
zens (who devote themselves to the favourite nation) 
facility to betray, or sacrifice the interests of their own 
country, without odium, sometimes even with popu- 
larity; gilding with the appearances of a virtuous 
sense of obligation, a commendable deference for pub- 
lick opinion, or a laudable zeal for publick good, the 
base or foolish compliances of ambition, corruption, or 
infatuation. 

" As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable 
ways, such attac!:ments are particularly alarming to 
the truly enlightened and independent patriot. How 
many opportunities do they afford to tamper with do- 
mestick factions, to practise the arts of seduction, to 
mislead publick opinion, to influence or awe the pub- 
lick councils ! Such an attachment of a small or weak, 
towards a great and powerful nation, dooms the former 
to be the satellite of the latter. 

" Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence 
16 • 
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(I eoBJvre you to belieyo me, fellow citizens) the jea* 
kmiy of a firee people ought to be constantly awake ; 
iinoe hittorj and experience prove that foreign influ- 
•noe is one of the most banefUl foes of republican go- 
yemment. But that jealonsj to be nsefiil must be 
impartial ; else it becomes the instrument of the very 
influence to be ayoided, instead of a defbnce against it. 
Ezeessiye partiality far one foreign nation, and ezces- 
■iye dislike of another, cause those whom they actuate 
to see danger only on one side, and serve to yell and 
eyen second the arts of influence on the other. Real 
patriots, who may resist the intrignesn>f the favourite, 
are liable to become suspected and odious ; while its 
tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of 
the people, to surrender their interests. 

'' The great rule of C\iaduct for us, in regard to fo- 
reign nations, is, in extending our commercial rela- 
tions, to have with them as little political connexion as 
possible. So far as we have already formed engage- 
ments, let them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. 
Here let us stop. 

« Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us 
have none, or a very remote relation. Hence she 
must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes 
sf which are essentially foreign to our concerns. 
Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate 
ourselyes by artificial ties, in the ordinary vicissitudes 
of her politicks, or the ordinary combinations and col- 
lisions of her friendships, or enmities. 

« Our detached and distant situation invites tnd en- 
ables us to pursue a different course. If we remain 
one people, under an efficient government, the period 
is not fiir off, when we may defy material injury from 
external annoyance ; when we may take such an atti- 
tude as win cause the neutrality we may at any time 
resolve jipon, to be scrupulously lespected ; when bel- 
ligerent nations, under the impossibility of making ac- 
quisitions upon us, will not lightly hazard the giving 
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119 proTOcataon ; when w* may choose peace or w«r 
■s our interest, guided by JQstiee^ shall counsel. 

*^ Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situa- 
tion.' Why quit our own to stand upon foreign 
grouBd ? Why, by intorweaving our destiny with that 
•f any part of Europe, entangle our peace and pros- 
peiity in the totU of European ambition, rivalship, in- 
teirest, humour, or caprice ? 

*' It is oar true policy to steer (dear of permanent 
alliances with any portion of the foreign world ; so far, 
I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it ; for let me 
not be understood as capable of patronising infidelity 
to existing engagements. I hold the maxim no less 
applicable to publick than to private affairs, that ho- 
nesty is always the best policy. I repeat it, therefore, 
let those engagements be observed in their genuine 
sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary and 
would be unwise to extend them. 

^' Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable 
establishments, on a respectable defensive posture, 
we may safely trust to temporary alliances for extra- 
ordinary emergencies. 

** Harmony, and a liberal intercourse with all na- 
tions, are recommended by policy, humanity, and in- 
feerest. But even our commercial policy should hold 
ail equ»l and impartial hand ; neither seeking nor 
granting exclusive favours or preferences ; consulting 
the natural course of things ; diffusing and diversify- 
ing, by gentle means, the streams of commerce, but 
forcing nothing ; establishing, with powers so disposed, 
in order to give trade a stable course, to define the 
rights of our merchants, and to enable the govern- 
ment to support them ; conventional rules of inter* 
course, the best that present circumstances and mutual 
opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable to be 
from time to time abandoned or varied', as experience 
and circumstances shall dictate ; constantly keeping 
m view, that it is folly in one nation to- l.x)k for diain- 
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terestod favoura from another ; that it must pay, with 
a portion of its independence for whatever it may ac- 
cept under that character ; that by such acceptance, 
it may place itself in the condition of having given 
equivalents for nominal favours, and yet of being re- 
proaehcd with ingratitude for not giving more. There 
can be no greater errour than to expect, or calculate 
upon real favours from nation to nation. It is an illu- 
sion which experience mast cure, which a just pride 
cught to discard. 

^' In offering to you, my countrymen, these coun- 
sels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope 
they will make the strong and lasting impression I 
coulcl wish ; that they will control the usual current 
of the passions, or prevent our nation from running 
the course which has hitherto marked the destiny of 
nations : but if I may even flatter myself that they 
may be productive of some partial benefit, some occa- 
sional good ; that they may now and then recur, to 
moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn against the 
mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard against the im- 
postures of pretended patriotism ; this hope will be a 
full recompense for the solicitude for your welfare, by 
which they have been dictated. 

" How far, in the discharge of my official duties, I 
have been guided by the principles which have been 
delineated, the publick records and other evidences of 
my conduct must witness to you and to the world. 
To myself, the assurance of my own conscience is, 
that I have at least believed myself to be guided by 
them. 

" In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, 
my Proclamation of the 22d of April, 1793, is the in- 
dex to my plan. Sanctioned by your approving voice, 
and by that of your Representatives in both Houses 
of Congress, the spirit of that measure has continual- 
ly governed me ; uninfluenced by any attempts (o de- 
ter or divert me from it. 
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*^ After deliberate examination with the aid of the 
best Uijrhts I could obtain, I was well satisfied that our 
country, under all the circumstances of the case, had 
a right to take, and was bound in duty and interest to 
take a neutral position. Having taken it, I determined, 
ai far as should depend upon me, to maintain it with 
moderation, perseverance, and firmness. 

<< The considerations which respect the right to 
Hold this oonduet, it is not necessary, on this occasion, 
to deti\il. I will only observe, that according to my 
understanding of the matter, that right, so far from 
being denied by any of the belligerent powers, has 
been virtually admitted by all. 

" The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be in- 
Ibrred, without any thing more, firom the obligation 
which justice and humanity impose on every nation, 
in cases in which it is free to act, to maintain inviolate 
the relations of peace and amity towards other nations 

*' The inducements of interest for observing that 
conduct will best be referred to your own reflections 
and experience. With me, a predoniinant motive has 
been to endeavour to gain time to our country to set- 
tle and mature its yet recent institutions, and to pro- 
gress without interruption, to that degree of strength 
and consistency, which is necessary to give it, human- 
ly speaking, the command of its own fortunes. 

" Though in reviewing the incidents of my adminis- 
tration, I am unconscious of intentional errour, 1 am 
nevertheless too sensible of my defects not to think it 
probable that I may have committed many errours. 
Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech the Al 
mighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which they 
may tend. I shall also carry with me the hope that 
my country will never cease to view them with indul- 
gence ; and that after forty-five years of my life dedi< 
eated to its service, with an upright zeal, the faults of 
ineompetent abilities will be consigned to oblivion,, u 
myself must soon be to the mansions of rest. 
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" Reljing on its kindnoM in this, as in other things, 
and actuated by tJiat fervent love towards it, which is 
•o natural to a man, who views in it the native soil of 
himself and his progenitors for several generations ; I 
anticipate with pleaairg expectation, that retreat, in 
which I promise myself to realize, without alloy, the 
sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my fel- 
low citizens, the benign influence of good laws under 
a free government — ^the ever favourite object of my 
heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual 
cares, labours, and dangers." 

This Address to the people of the United States was 
received with the highest veneration and gratitude 
Several of the State Legislatures ordered it to be put 
upon their journals, and every citizen considered it 
as the legacy of the most distinguished American 
Patriot. 

On the 7th of December, 1796, the President for 
the last time, met the National Legislature. In his 
Speech, after taking a view of the situation o£ the 
United States, he, regardless of opposition and cen 
sure, recommended the attention of Congress to those 
measures which he deemed essential to national inde- 
pendence, honour, and prosperity. The first among 
these was the creation of a Navy. 

^' I'o an active external commerce, the protection 
of a naval force is indispensable. This b manifest 
with regard to wars in which a State is itself a party : 
but besides this, it is in our own experience, that the 
most sincere neutrality is not a sufficient guard against 
the depredations of nations at war. To secure re- 
spect to a neutral flag requires a naval force, organ- 
ised and ready to vindicate it from insult or aggres- 
•ion. This may even prevent the necessity of going 
to war, by ducouraging belligerent powers from com- 
mitting such violations of the rights of the neutral 
party, as may first or last, leave no other option. 
From the best information I have been able to obtain, 
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it would seem as if our trade to the Mediterrauean, 
without a protecting force, will always be insecure ; 
and our citizens exposed to the calamities from which 
numbers of them have but just been relieved. 

*' These considerations invite the United States 
to look to the means, and to set about the gradual 
creation of a Navy. The increasing progress of their 
navigation promises them, at no distant period, tiie 
requisite supply of seamen ; and their means, in other 
respects, favour the undertaking. It is an encourage- 
ment, likewise, that their particular situation will giv» 
weight and influence to a moderate naval force in 
their hands. Will it not then be adviseable to begin 
without delay to provide and lay up materials for the 
building and equipping of ships of war ', and to pro- 
ceed in the work by degrees, in proportion as our re- 
sources shall render it practicable without inconve- 
nience ; so that a future war of Europe may not find 
our commerce in the same unprotected state in which 
it was found by the present." 

He proceeded to recommend those establishments 
for the manufacturing such articles as are necessary 
for the defence of the country, an institution for the 
improvement of agriculture, a Military Academy, and 
a National Uiiiversity. In reference to foreign powers, 
ne observed ; 

" While in our external relations, some serious in- 
conveniences and embarrassments have been over- 
come, and others lessened, it is with much pain and 
deep regret I mention that circumstances, of a very 
unwelcome nature, have lately occurred. Our trade 
has suffered, and is suffering extensive injuries in the 
West Indies from the cruisers and agents of the 
French Repiiblick ; and communications have been 
received from its minister here, which indicate the 
danger of a further disturbance of our commerce by 
its authority ; and which are in other respects far from 
agreeable. 
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" ft has been my constant, sincere^ and earnest wistiv 
in conformity with that of oor nation, to maintaiv 
cordial harmony, and a perfectly friendly understand- 
ing with that Repabliok. This wish remains unabated ; 
and I shall persevere in the endeavour to fulfil It to 
the utmost extent of what shall be consistent with a 
just and indispensable regard to the rights and honouc 
of our countij ; nor will I easily cease to cherish the 
expectation, that a spirit of justice, candour, and friend- 
ship, on the part of the Republick, will eyentuaUy en- 
sure success. 

'< In pursuing this course, however, I cannot forgel 
what is due to the character of our government and 
nation ; or to a full and entire confidence in the good 
sense, patriotism, self-respect, and fortitude of my 
countrymen." 

In the following manner, he concluded his Address. 

" The situation in which I now stand, for the last 
time, m the midst of the representatives of the peo- 
ple of the United States, naturally recalls the period 
when the administration of the present form of Cro- 
vernment commenced ; and I cannot omit this occa- 
sion to congratulate you and my country on the suc- 
cess of the experiment ; nor to repeat my fervent 
supplications to the Supreme Ruler of the Univeise^ 
and Sovereign Arbiter of Nations, that his providential 
care may still bo extended to the United States ; that 
the virtue and happiness of the people may be pre- 
served, and that the government which they have in- 
stituted for the protection of their liberties, may be 
perpetual." 

The Senate in their reply approved the sentimei^ 
of the address, and, noticing the prosperity of tl»« 
United States, they added, 

** Whilst contemplating the causes that produced 
this auspicious result, we must aclcnowledge the ex- 
cellence of the constitutional system, and the wisdom 
of the legislative provisions ; but we should be deficient 
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in gratHnde and justice, did we not attribute a ^ett 
portion of these advantages to the virtue, firmness, and 
talents J»f your adnjiaistration ; which have been con- 
fipicaousiy displayed, in the most trying times, and on 
tbe most critical occasions ; it is therefore with the 
\ regret, that we now receive an official notifi- 
of your intentions to retire firom the public k 
•nployments of your country. 

« Wken we review the various scenes of your pub 
liek Hfe, so long and so successfully devoted to the 
most arduous services, civil and military ; as well dur- 
ing the struggles of the American Revolution, as the 
convulsive periods of a recent date, we cannot look 
forward to your retirement without our warmest affec- 
tions and most anxious regards accompanying you ; 
and without mingling with our fellow citizens at large, 
in the sincerest wishes for your personal happinessi 
that sensibility and attachment can express. 

'< The most effectual consolation that can offer for 
th&loss we are about to sustain, arises from the ani- 
mating reflection that the influence of your example 
will extend to your successors, and the United States 
thus continue to enjoy an able, upright, and energetick 
Administration." 

In the House of Representatives, an answer, which 
promised attention to the several subjects recommend- 
ed in the Speech, and concluded as follows, was after 
pointed objection and warm debate, voted by a largo 
majority. 

^ And while we entertain a grateful conviction that 
your wise, firm, and patriotick administration has 
been signally conducive to the success of the present 
form of government, we cannot forbear to express the 
deep sensations of regret with which we contemplate 
your intended retirement from office. 

'' As no other suitable occasion may occur, we caii- 
«ot waSes the present to pass without attempting to 

Vol. II. 17 
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diiclose aome of the emotioiis which it cannot fail to 
awaken. 

" The gratitude and admiration of your country* 
men are still drawn to the recollection of those re- 
splendent virtues and talents which were so eminently 
instrumental to the achievement of the Revolution, 
and of which that glorious event will ever be the me- 
morial. Your obedience to the voice of duly and your 
country, when you quitted reluctantly, a second time, 
the retreat you had chosen, and first accepted the Pre- 
sidency, afforded a new proof of the devotedness of 
your zeal in its service, and an earnest of the patriot- 
ism and success which have chaiacterized your Adr 
ministration. As the grateful confidence of the citi- 
zens in the virtues of their Chief Magistrate has es- 
sentially contributed to that success, we persuade our- 
selves that the millions whom we represent, partici 
pate with us in the anxious solicitude of the present 
occasion. 

'* Tet we cannot be unmindful that your moderation 
and magnanimity, twice displayed by retiring from 
vour exalted stations, afford examples no less rare and 
instructive to mankind than valuable to a Republick. 

<' Although we are sensible that this event, of itself, 
completes the lustre of a character already conspicu- 
ously unrivalled by the coincidence of virtue, talents, 
success, and publick estimation ; yet we conceive we 
owe it to you, siis and stiU more emphatically to our- 
selves and to our nation, (of the language of whose 
hearts we presume to think ourselves, at this moment, 
the faithful interpreters) to express the sentiments 
with which it is contemplated. 

** The spectacle of a free and enlightened nation, 
offering by its Representatives the tribute'of unfeign- 
ed approbation to its first citizen, however novel and 
interesting it may be, derives all its lustre (a lustre 
which accident or enthusiasm could not bestow, and 
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which adulation would tarnish) from the transcendent 
merit, of which it is the voluntary testimony. 

*^ May you long enjoy that liberty which is so dear 
to jon, and to which your name will ever be so dear 
May your own virtue and a nation's prayers obtain 
the happiest sunshine for the decline of your days, 
and the choicest of future blessings. For our coun- 
try's sake, and for the sake of republican liberty, it is 
our earnest wish that your example may be the guide 
of your successors ; and thus, after being the orna- 
ment and safeguard of the present age, become the 
patrimony of our descendants " 

President Washingtof now with supreme delight 
anticipated the time when he should quit the storms 
and agiUbtions of publiek life, for the retirement of 
Mount Vernon ; ani* ^n the day, which terminated his 
Presidential course, he directed the following letter to 
the Secretary of SUte 



'< DsAR Sir, 
'* At the concmsion of my publiek employments I 
have thought it expedient to notice the publication of 
certain forged letters which first appeared in the year 
1776, and were obtruded upon the publiek as mine. 
They are said by the editor to have been found in a 
•maU portmanteau that I had left in the care of my 
mulatto servant named Billy, who it is pretended was 
taken prisoner at Fort Lee, in 1776. The period 
when these letters were first printed will be recollect- 
ed, and what were the impressions they were intended 
to produce on the publiek mind. It was then supposed 
to be of some consequence to strike at the integrity of 
the motives of the American Commander in Chief, 
and to paint his inclinations as at variance with his 
professions and his duty — another crisis in the affairs 
of America having occurred, the same weapon has 
been resorted to, to wound my character and deceive 
tbe people. 
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** The letten in qnestioii have the daUf, addr— W| 
9mA ngnataret here fellowinf ." 

" JVtto- Y&rk, June 19, 1776. 

" To Mr. LuHD WASHiHQTOHy ot MounU Fanie% 
ftArfax, CamUy, Virgkua, O. W. 

« .Aau 18, 1776. 

** To John Park Cvitis, Esq. at tlu Hon. Bxvb^ 
oioT CALTXRT'f , JBff . Jtfoicfit JHrify MaryUmd, Q. W. 
«< JfowYork Jtdy 8^1776. 

<' To Mr. LvvD WAtHnroToir, Aroicat Kenwit^ Fetf-* 
/«< Countyj Virgima, O. W. 

<< JVew-Y^ft, Jiv/y 16^ 177& 

•*ToMr» LviTD WA8Biiv«Toir. 0« W. 

«< AWe-Fbrft, Jvly 15, 1770. 

** To Mr, Ltiro WASHiiieToir. O. W« 

. « JVWte- ForiB, JUy 82, 1770. 

** T0 Mr. LwD WAtHiiiavev. O. W. 

«Jtme94,1776. 

** To Mrs. WASHiiroToir. 

" At the time when these letteni first ^>pettred, it 
Was notorious to the Armj immediately under tnj torn 
mand, and particularly to the gentlraien attaefaed to 
my person, that my mulatto man Billy bad neter bees 
one moment in the power of the enemy. It b aleor a 
fact that no part of my htLggfLge, or any of my al- 
tondants, were captured during the whole oourse of 
the war. These well knrWA &ets made it unneeessa* 
ry, during the war, to eal the publick attention to the 
forgery, by any express declaration of mine > and a 
firm reliance on my fellow citixens, and the abundaitt 
proofs they gave of their confidence in lue, rendered it 
alike unnecessary to take any formal notiee of the tfe- 
vival oftbe imposition, during my civil administration. 
But ae I cannot know how soon h more serious event 
may succeed to that which will this day take place, I 
have thought it a duty that I owed to myself, to my 
country, and to truth, now to detoil the citcumstances 
above recited, and to add my solemn declaration thai 
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the letters herein described, are a base forgery , and 
tliat A never saw or heard of them until they appeared 
in print. The present letter I commit to your care, 
and desire it may be deposited in the office of the De- 
partment of State as a testimony of the truth to the 
present generation and to posterity.** 

On the fourth of March 1797, he attended the Inau- 
guration of his successor in office. Great sensibility 
was manifested by the members of the Legislature 
and other distinguished characters, when he entered 
the Senate Chamber } and much admiration expressed, 
at the complacence and delight, he manifested at see- 
ing another clothed with the authoriVF* with which he 
had himself been invested. 

Having paid his affectionate compliments to Mr. 
Adams as President of the United States, he bid adieu 
to the seat of government, and hastened to the de 
lights of domestick life. Ho intended that his jour 
ney should have been private, but the attempt was 
vain ; the same affectionate and respectful attentions 
were on this occasion paid him, which he had received 
during his Presidency. 

At the adoption of the Federal Constitution, foreign 
powers refused all negotiation with Congress, pubiick 
credit was lost, nor was any function of a living go- 
vernment performed. Under his own auspices. Gene- 
ral Washington saw a National Government firmly 
established, and the country rise to a state of strength 
and respectability ; controversies with foreign nations, 
which had long existed, and which involved the best 
interests of the United States settled ; the resources 
of the country explored and brought into action ; the 
debts of the war funded, and credit restored, through 
all the ramifications of pubiick and private concerns ; 
the agriculture and commerce of iiis country flourish* 
ing beyond example, and its capital doubled. 

One clotid only at this time obscured the political 
horizon of the United States. France had assumed a 
17- 
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threftteniag attitnda ; but for the pesee and rafety of 
the countryi the General confided in the patriotiam 
of his fellow citixene, under the proyidence of Hea* 
Ten. 

In the rejeetion of the American Envoys by the 
Court of France, in their menaces to the United 
States, and in the measures adopted under the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Adams, his feelings were deeply 
Cnterested. When the indignities of the Directory 
exceeded endurance, and the spirit of the American 
nation was roused to resistance, eveiy eye was direct- 
ed to him as the Military leader. He might, without 
jealousy, be placed at the head of a powerful army, 
aiftd could bring into the field all the military strength 
and talents of the country. 

Colonel Hamilton in May 1798, intimated to him this 
uniyersal expectation; to whom General Washiho 
TOH thus replied. 

" Tou may be assured that my mind is deeply im 
pressed with the present situation of publiok affairs, 
and not a Uttle agitated by the outrageous conduct of 
France towards the United Statos, and at the inimical, 
conduct of those partisans who aid and abet her mea 
•ures. Tou may belieye further, from assurances 
equally sincere, that if there was any thing in my 
power to be done consistently, to avert or lessen the 
danger of the crisis, it should be rendered with hand 
\nd heart. 

** But, my dear Sir, dark as matters appear at pro 
sent, and expedient as it is to be prepared for the worst 
that can happen (and no man is more disposed to this 
measure than I am) I cannot make up my mind yet, 
for the expectation of open war ; or, in other words, 
for a formidable invasion by France. I cannot believe, 
although I think her capable of any thing, that she 
will attempt to do more than she has done. When 
ahe perceives the spirit and policy of this country 
vising into resistance, and that she has falsely calulatMl 
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upon flupport from a large part of Che people to pro- 
mote her views and inflaeace in it, she will desist even 
from these practices, unless uhezpected events in EvL' 
t9p0f or the acquisition of Louisiana and thn Florida^ 
should induce her to continue them. And I believe 
fortbor^ that altbougb the leaders of their party in 
this eoitntry will not change their sentiments, they 
will be obliged to change their plan, or the mode of 
terrying it on. The effervescence which is appearing 
kft aU quarters and the desertion of their followers, 
will frown them into silence, at least for a while. 

'^ If I did not view things in this light, my mind 
would be infinitely more disquieted than it is : for, i^ 
a crisis should arrive when a sense of duty, or a call 
from cy country should become so imperious as to 
leave me no choice, I should prepare for relinquish- 
ment, and go with as much reluctance fro^i my present 
peaceful abode, as I should go to the tombs of my an- 
cestors." 

In June, President Adams wrote General Washing- 
ton a letter in which ho thus alluded to his again ap- 
pearing in a publick character. 

'^ In forming an army, whenever I must come to 
that extremity, I am at an immense loss whether to 
eall out all the old Generals, or to appoint a young 
net. If the French come here, we must learn to march 
with a quick step, and to attack, for in that way only 
Ibey are said to be vulnerable. I must tax you some- 
times for advice. We must have your name, if you 
will, in any case, permit us to use it. There will be 
more efficacy in it than in many an army." 

Four days afler the Secretary of War addressed him 
in the following manner on the same subject. 

** May we flatter ourselves that, in a crisis so awful 
and important, you will accept the command of all our 
armies ? I hope you will, because you alone can unit« 
all hearts and all hands, if it is possible that they can 
be united." 
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To the President he thus replied. 
** At the epoch of mj retirement, an invasion of 
these states by any European power, or even the pro- 
bability of such an eVent in my days, was so far from 
beinijr contemplated by me, that I had no conception 
either that or any other occurrence would arise, in so 
short a period, which could tarn my eyes from the 
shades of Mount Vernon. But this seems to be tha 
tige of wonders. And it is reserved for intoxicated 
and lawless France (for purposes of providence far 
beyond the reach of human ken) to slaughter her own 
citizens, and to disturb the repose of all the world be- 
sides. From a view of the past, from the prospect of 
the present, and of that which seems to be expected, 
it is not easy for me to decide satisfactorily on the 
part it might best become me to act. In case of actu 
al invasion by a formidable force, I certainly should 
not entrench myself under the cover of age and re- 
tirement, if my services should be required by my 
country to assist in repelling it. And if there be good 
cause to expect such an event, which certainly must 
be better known to the government than to private 
citizens, delay in preparing for it may be dangerous, 
improper, and not to be justified by prudence. The 
uncertainty however of the latter, in my mind, creates 
my embarrassment ; for I cannot bring it to believe, 
regardless as the French are of treaties, and of the 
laws of nations, and capable as I conceive them to be 
of any species of despotism and injustice, that they 
w'U attempt to invade this country after such an uni- 
form and unequivocal expression of the determination 
of the people in all parts to oppose them with their 
lives and fortunes. That they have beer led to be- 
lieve by their agents and partisans among us that we 
are a divided people, that the latter are opposed to 
their own government, and that the show of a small 
force would occasion a revolt, I have no doubt ; and 
how far these men (grown deaperate) will further at 
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UtDpt to deceiye^ mad may succeed in keeping ap the 
deoflptioB is proUematieal. Without that, the folly of 
the Diiectory in soeh an attompt woold, I conceive, 
b0 Bwre eoHqMcaona, if postiblei than their wickedness. 

** Hmfing with ctftdomr made this disclosure of the 
state of my mind, it remains only for me to add, that 
to ibom who know me best, it is best kno^n, that 
skeidd iraperiotts circumstances induce me to ex* 
oAiang* oute taan thd smooth paths of retirement for 
tlw tlrtrnj ways ef publick life, at a period too when 
repose is more congenial to nature, that it would be 
psoduetive ef senssrtions which can be more easily 
oodceived thtn expressed." 

To iU quesaonef the Secretary ef War, this wa« 
his answer. 

«< U oasnot be HeeessAry for me to premise to yon or 
W others vh6 knew my sentiments, that to quit the 
tMaquillity of retirenunt, and enter the boundless 
field of responsibility, would be productive of sensa^ 
tioBS which a bettor pen than I possess would find it 
diffioidfc to describes Nevertheless the principle by 
which mj aoBdoe'^ had been actuated through life, 
would tioi sofier me, in any great emergency, to with- 
hM. any services I could render when required by my 
OKrtlnlry ; especially in a case where its dearest rights 
are assailed by lawless ambition and intoxicated power, 
lo: Mbtompt of every pdnetple of justice, and i.n vio- 
lation of solemn tottipacts, and of laws which govern 
idl eitiliied natione ; and this too with the obvious in- 
teal to sow thick the seeds of disunion, for the purpose 
of subjugatnif our goveramest, and destroying our in> 
dependence and happiness. 

« Undor eitcumstaBces like these, accompanied by 
an acktual invaidon of our territory, it would be difficult 
fin- me at any time to remain an idle spectator under 
the plea of age or retirement. With sorrow, it is true, 
I thould quit the shades of my peaceful abode, and tlie 
eine and happiness I now enjoy, to encounter aitew 



'J08 Lir>: OF WASHINGTON. tl79<W. 

the turmoili ol war, to which, pouiblj, my strength 
and powers might be found incompetent. These, how- 
ever, should not be stumbling blocks in mj own way 
But there are other things highly important for me to 
ascertain and settle, before I could give a definitive 
answer to your question. 

'* First, the propriety in the opinion of the publick, 
JO far as that opinion has been expressed in conrersa 
tion, of my appearing again on the publick theatre, a^ 
ter declaring the sentiments I did in my Taledictory 
address of September, 1796. 

'* 2dly. A conviction in my own breast, from the 
best information that can be obtained, that it is the 
wish of my country that its military force should be 
committed to my charge ; and 

3dly. That the army now to be formed should be 
so appointed as to a£R>rd a well grounded hope of its 
doing honour to the country, and credit to him who 
commands it in the field." 

Before these letters had reached the seat of govern- 
ment, the President had nominated to the Senate, 
** General Washingtor to be Lieutenant General and 
Commander in Chief of the Armies raised and to be 
raised." The Secretary of War waited upon him with 
his commission, and with the following letter from the 
President. 

" Mr. M'Henry, the Secretary of War, will have 
the honour to wait on you in my behalf, to impart to 
you a step I have ventured to take, which I should 
have been happy to have communicated in person, had 
such a journey at this time been in my power. 

^'My reasons for this measure will be too well 
known to need any explanation to the publick. Every 
friend and every enemy of America will comprehend 
them at first blush. To yon, sir, I owe all the apology 
I can make. The urgent necessity I am in of your 
advice and assistance, indeed of your conduct and di* 
rection of the war, b all I can urge ; and that is a suf 
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ficient justification to myself and to the world. I Lope 
it win be so considered by yourself. Mr. M'Henry 
will have the honour to consult you upon the organi 
laiion of the armyi and upon every thing relating to it." 

With the order to wait on General Washivgtok, ' 
the Secretary of War received from President Adams 
the following instructions. 

'' It is my desire that you embrace the first opportu 
nity to set out on your journey to Mount Vemoni and 
wait on General Washingtor with the commission of 
Lieutenant General and Commander in Chief of the 
armies of the United States, which, by the advice and 
consent of the Senate, has been signed by me. 

** The reasons and motives which prevailed on me 
to venture on such a step as the nomination of this 
great and illustrious character, whose voluntary resig- 
nation alone occasioned my introduction to the office I 
now hold, were too numerous to be detailed in this let- 
ter, and are too obvious and important to escape the 
observation of any part of America or Europe. But as 
it is a movement of great delicacy, it will require all 
your address to communicate the subject in a manner 
that shall be inoffensive to hi^s feelings, and consistent 
with all the respect that is due from me to him. 

** If the General should decline the appointment, all 
the world will be silent, and respectfully acquiesce. 
If he should accept it, all tLe world, except the ene- 
mies of this country, will rejoice. If he riiould come 
to no decisive determination, but take the subject into 
consideration, I shall not appoint any btfai)^ Lieutenant 
General until his conclusion is known..* / 

The General opened himself explicitly to the Secre- 
tary of War, and by him returned the following an- 
swer to the PresidenVs communication. 

** I bad the honour, on the evenhig of the 11th in* 
■tant, to receive from the hands of the Secretary of 
War your fiivour of the 7th, announcing^hat you hnd, 
with the advice and consent of tho Senate, appointed 
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me Ueutenant General and Commander in Chief «9pf 
the Armies raised, or to be raiaed lor the eerrice of the 
United SUtes. 

" I cannot express how ipreatlj aiSbcted I am at Mb 
new proof of pubUck eonfidenee, and at the hif^hly 
flattering manner in which you have been pleasod to 
make the communication. At the eame time, I moit 
not conceal from you my earnest wish that the choice 
had fallen upon a man lose declined in years, and hefr- 
ter qiialified to enconnter the usual viciasiindes ef «w. 

** You know, sir, what calculations I had made Tai»> 
tive to the probable course of events on my retirinf 
from office, and the determination, with which I had 
consoled myself, of closing the remnant of my days m 
my present peacetol abode. Tou will therefim be at 
no loss to conceive and appreciate the sensalioas [ 
must hare experienced, to bring my mind to any eour 
elusion that would pledge me at so late a period of life, 
to leave scenes I sincerely love, to enter upon ^L$ 
boundless field of publiek action, incessant trouble, and 
high responsibility. 

" It was not possible for me to remain ignorant o^ 
or indifferent to recent transactions. The conduct oi 
the Directory of France towards our country ; their 
insidious hostility to its government; their various 
practices to withdraw the affections of the people from 
it ; the evident tendency of their arts, and those of 
their agents, to countenance and invigorate opposittoo ; 
their disregard of solemn treaiies an«^. the laws of na* 
tions; their war upoa our defenceless corameroej 
their treatment of our Ministers of peace ; and Uieir 
demands, amounting to tribute, ecmld not fail to ezeite 
in me, sentiments corresponding with those my eoun* 
trymen have so generally expressed in their afiection* 
ate addresses to you. 

" Believe me, sir, no man can more cordially ap» 
prove tho wise and prudent measures of your Adminis- 
tration. ' They ought to inspire universal confideoeei 
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and will, no doubt, combiiied with the state of things, 
call from Congrress such I&wb and means as wul enable 
you to meet the full force and extent of tlfe crisis. 

** Satisfied, therefore, that you have sincerely wish 
•d and endeavoured to avert war, and exhausted to the 
last drop the cup of reconciliation, we can, with pure 
hearts, appeal to heaven for the justice of our cause, 
and may confidently trust the final result, to that kind 
Providence who has heretofore, and so oflen, signally 
fiivoured the people of the United States. 

« Thinking in this manner, and feeling how incum- 
bent it is upon every person of every description to 
eontribute, at all times, to his country's welfare, and 
especially in a moment like the present, when every 
thing we hold dear and sacred is so seriously threaten- 
ed, I have finally determined to accept the commbsion 
of Commander in Chief ot the Armies of the United 
States, with the reserve only, that I shall not be called 
into the field until the army is in a situation to require 
my presence, or it becomes indispensable by the ur- 
gency of circumstances. 

^ In making this reservation, I beg it to be under- 
stood that I do not mean to withhold any assistance to 
arrange and organize the army, which you may think 
I can afford. I take the liberty also to mention that I 
must decline having my acceptance considered as 
drawing after it any immediate charge upon Uie publick, 
or that I can receive any emoluments annexed to the 
appointment before I am in a situation to incur ex- 



From this period the domestick employments of Ge- 
■eral WASBiverov were blended with the concerns 
of his poblick commission ; but he did not apprehend 
that France would push her aggressions to actnal 
war. He conceived that the object of the Directory 
was to subject the Government of the United States 
to their measures, either through fear of war, or by 
Ilia controlling influence of the people. 

Vol. n. 18 
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It was the lettled opinion of the General, that the 
^reat body of the American people were actuated by 
the love of 'country, and only needed information re- 
q>ectin|r the measures of groyernment to induce them 
to support it. In the patriotick spirit, excited in 1796, 
he contemplated a resource, which might at all times 
be relied upon to repel foreign aggressions, and on this 
occasion he confidently expected that France would 
recede from her insolent pretensions. 

But he did not live to see the fulfilment of his pre- 
dictions. On Friday, December 13, 1799, while su- 
permtending some improvements on his estate, he was 
out in a light rain, which wet his neck and hair. The 
occurrence commanded no immediate attention, but 
in tne course of the ensuing night he was seized with 
an inflammation of the wind pipe. The complaint 
was accompanied with difficulty in swallowing, and 
with a quick and laboriops respiration. 

Conceiving that bleeding would be salutary, a vein 
was opened by one accustomed to the use of the lancet, 
aufi fourteen ounces of blood taken firom him ; but he 
could not be persuaded to send for his physician until 
the morning. About 11 o'clock, on Saturday, Dr. Craik 
arrived, and perceiving his extreme danger, desired 
the advice of two consulting physicians ; but their aid, 
in this case, was unavailing. Speaking soon became 
painful, and respiration contracted and imperfect, and 
at half past eleven on Saturday night, December 14, 
in the fbU possession of reason, he expired. 

From the moment of attack, he believed the disease 
would prove mortal, and submitted to medical aid 
rather to gratify the wishes of his anxious friends, than 
from any expectation of relief. Some hours before 
death, with extreme difficulty, he intelligibly expressed 
a desire that he might be permitted to die without 
ftirlher disturbance. When he could no longer swal- 
low, he undressed himself and got into bed, there to 
await his dissolution Dr Craik took the head of hi* 
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beloved and reepected friend in his lap, to wnoin the 
Grenoral said, '' Doctor, I am dying, and have been 
dying for a long time, but I am not a^id to die." 
With fortitude he bore the painful conflict, and with 
perfect serenity resigned himself to his God. 

His interment on Wednesday, the 18th of Decem- 
ber, was attended by religious serricos, and militarji^ 
honours ; and a great concourse of people followed his 
hearse, as undissembled mourners. 

The report of the death of General Washinoton 
reached the seat of Govemment before the information 
of bis sickness. It excited the highest sensibility in 
the members of Congress, and oyerwholmed them with 
affliction. A solemn silence prevailed in the House of 
Representatives fi>r several minutes. At length Mr. 
Marshall, the present Chief Justice of the United 
States, mentioned the melancholy information. " This 
information is not certain," he observed, " but there is 
too much reason to believe it true. After receiving 
intelligence," he added, "of a national calamity so 
heavy and afflicting, the House of Representatives can 
be but ill fitted for publick business." In consequence, 
both Houses adjourned. 

On opening the House the next morning, Mr. Mar 
shall addressed the Chair in the following manner. 

*' The melancholy event which was yesterday an 
nounced with doubt, has been rendered but too certain 
Our Washington is no more ! The Hero, the Patriot, 
and the Sage of America — the man on whom, in times 
of danger, every eye was turned, and all hopes were 
placed, lives now only in his own great actions, and in 
the hearts of an affectionate and afflicted people. 

'' If, sir, it had even not been usual openly to testify 
respect for the memory of those whom Heaven has 
selected as its instruments for dispensing good to man, 
yet, such has been the uncommon worth, and such the 
extraordinary incidents which have marked the life of 
him whose loss we all deplore, that th<^ whole Aroen^ 
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cm nation, impelled by the saroe feelingrg, would c^ 
witk one voice, for a pnblick manifestation of that aojr 
row which iftao deep and so universal. 

** More than any other indiyidual, and as much ast* 
one individual was possible, has he ooBtributed to found 
this our wide spreading empire, aad to giv9 to the 
Western World, independence and freedom. 

^ Haying effected the great object for which ha waa 
placed at the head of our armies, we have seen him 
convert the sword into the ploughshare, aad sink the 
eeldier into the citizen. 

<' When the debilitj of oar Federal Systen had be- 
come manifest, and the bends which eonaeeted thin 
vast Continent were dissolving, we have seen him, th» 
Chief of those Patriots who formed for us a Constila- 
tion, which, by preserving the Union, will, I trust, 
substantiate and perpetuaie those blessings which our 
Reyoluticm had promised to bestow. 

« In obedience to the general Toioe <»f his country, 
calling him to preside oyer a great people, we have 
seen him onoe more quit the retirement he loved, and 
in a season more stormy and tempestuous than war it- 
self, with calm and wise determination, pursue tho 
true interests of the nation, and contribute, more than 
any other could contribute, to the establishment of that 
system of policy, which will, I trust, yet preserve our 
peace, our honour, and independence. 

** Having twice been unanimoucdy chosen the Chief 
Magistrate of a free people, we have seen him, at a 
time when his re-election with universal suffrage could 
not be doubted, afford to the world a rare instance of 
moderation, by withdrawing from his high station to 
the peaceful walks of private life. 

** Howeyer the pubUck confidence may change, and 
the publick affections ^actuate with respect to ethers, 
with respect to him, they have, in war and in peace, ia 
publick and in private life, been as steady as. lUs own 
firm mind, and as constant as his own exalted virtues 
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" Let us then, Mr. Speaker, pay the last tnonte of 
respect and alTection to our departed friend. Let the 
Grand Council of the nation disphij those sentiments 
which the nation feels. For this purpose I hold in my 
hand some resolutions which I take the liberty of offer* 
'uig to the House." 

The resolutions, afler stating the death of General 
Washirgtoh, were as follows. 

" Resolved, That this House will wait on the Presi- 
dent in condolence of this mournful event. 

" Resolved, That the Speaker's chair be shrouded 
with black, and that the members and officers of the 
House wear black during the session. 

*^ Resolved, That a Committee in conjunction with 
one from the Senate, be appointed to consider on the 
most suitable manner of paying honour to the memory 
of the man, first in war, first in peace, and first in the 
hearts of his fellow citizens." 

These resolutions had no sooner passed, than a writ- 
ten message was received from the President, trans- 
mitting a letter from Mr. Lear, '' which," said the 
message, " will inform you that it had pleased Divine 
Providence to remove from this life our excellent fel 
low citizen, George Washington, by the purity of 
his life, and a long series of services to his country, 
rendered illustrious througn the world. It remains 
for an affectionate and grateful people, in whose hearts 
he can never die,to pay suitable honour to his memory." , 

On this mournful event, the Senate addressed to the 
President the following letter. 

" The Senate of the United States respectfully take 
leave, sir, to express to you their deep regret for the 
loss their country sustains in the death of General 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

** This event, so distressing to all our fellow citizens, 

must be peculiarly heavy to you, who have long been 

associated with him in deeds of patriotism. Permit 

us, sir, to mingle our tears with yours On this occa 

18* 
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■ion H ii maiilj to weep. To loee mch a man, at locli 
a crifliSi ie no common calamity to the world. Onr 
conntij momaa a Father. The Almighty Disposer of 
human eyents has taken from ns our greatest benefac- 
tor and ornament. It becomes ns to submit with re* 
Terence to HIM who " maketh darkness his pavilion." 

** With patriotick pride we reyiew the life of out 
WASHINGTON, and compare him with those of 
other countries who haye been pre-eminent in fiune. 
Ancient and modem names are diminished befiire hiuL 
Greatness and guilt have too often been allied ; but 
his fame is whiter than it is brilliant. The destroyers of 
nations stood abashed at the majesty of his virtues. It 
reproved the intemperance of tlrair ambition, and dark- 
ened the splendour of victory. The scene is closed, and 
we are no longer anxious lest misfortune should sully 
his glory ; he has travelled on to the end of his journey^ 
and carried with him an increasing Weight of honour ; 
he baa deposited it safely where misfortune cannot tar- 
nish it ; where malice cannot blast it. Favoured of 
heaven, he departed without exhibiting the weakness 
of humanity ; magnanimous in death, the darkness of 
the grave could not obscure his brightness. 

'^ Such was the man whom we deplore. Thanks to 
God, his glory is consummated. Washington yet 
lives on Earth in his spotless example — His spirit is in 
Heaven. 

" Let his countrymen consecrate the memory of the 
heroick General, the patriotick Statesman, and the 
virtuous Sage. Let them teach their children never 
to forget that the fruits of his labours and his example 
ttre their inheritance." 

To whi'^h the President made the following answer. 

^^ I receive, with the most respectful and afifoctionatt 
sentiments, in this impressive address, the obliging ex- 
pressions of your regret for the loss our country has 
sustained, in the death of her most esteemed, beloved, 
and admired citizen. 
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** In the multittule of m j thoa|rht8 and recoQvetions 
on this melancholy event, you will permit me to say 
that I have seen him in the day* of adyeraity, in some 
of the scenes of his deepest distress, and moat trying 
perplexities. I have also attended him in his htgrh- 
est elevation, and most prosperous felicity, with uni- 
ibrm admiration of his wisdom, moderation, and con- 
•tancy. 

** Among all our original associates in that memora 
ble league of this Continent in 1774, which first ex- 
pressed the sovereign will of a free nation in Ameri- 
ca, he was the only one remaining in the general go- 
vernment. Although with a constitution more enfee- 
bled than his, at an age when he thought it necessary 
to prepare for retirement, 1 feel myself alone, bereaved 
of my last brother ; yet I derive a strong consolation 
from the unanimous disposition which appears in all 
ages and classes to mingle their sorrows with mine on 
this common calamity to the world. 

" The life of our Washimotoh cannot sufifer by a com- 
parison with those of other countries, who have been 
most celebrated and exalted by fame. The attrft>utes 
and decorations of royalty could only have served to 
eclipse the majesty of those virtues which made him 
from being a modest citizen^ a more resplendent lumi- 
nary. Misfortune, had he lived, could hereafter have 
BuUied his glory only with those superficial minds, 
who, believing that characters and actions are marked 
by success alone, rarely deserve, to enjoy it. Malice 
could never blast his honour, and envy made him a 
singular exception to her universal rule. For himself, 
he had lived long enough to life and to glory. For his 
fellow citizens, if their prayers could have been an 
rvered, he would have been immortal ; for me, hiB 
departure is at a most unfortunate moment. Trust* 
ing, however, in the wise and righteous dominion of 
Providence over the passions of men, and the rMuHs 
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of their eounciU and actionSi as well as over their livee 
nothing remains for me but hutnbU resigruUion. 

** His example is now complete ; and it will teach 
wisdom and virtue to magistrates, citizens, and men, 
not only in the present age, but in future generations, 
as long as our history shall be read. If a Trajan found 
a Pliny, a Marcus Aurelius can never want biogra 
phers, eulogists, or historians.** 

A joint committee of the two Houses reported the 
following resolutions. 

" That a marble monument be erected by the United 
States at the city of Washington, and that the family 
of General Washington be requested to permit his 
body to be deposited under it ; and that the monument 
be so designed as to commemorate the great events of 
his military and political life. 

" That there be a funeral procession from Congress 
Hall to the German Lutheran Church, in memory of 
General Washington, on Thursday the 26th instant, 
and that an oration be prepared at the request of Con- 
gress, to be delivered before both Houses on that day ; 
and that the President of the Senate and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, be desired to request 
one of the members of Congress to prepare and de- 
liver the same. 

" That it be recommended to the people ' of the 
United States to wear crape on the left arm as mourn 
ing for thirty days 

'* That the President of the United States be re 
quested to direct a copy of these resolutions to be 
transmitted to Mrs. Washington, assuring her of the 
profound respect Congress will ever bear to her per- 
son and character, of their condolence on the late af- 
ecting dispensation of Providence, and entreating 
her assent to the interment of the remains of General 
Washihgtoh in the manner expressed in the first reso 
Intion. 
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** That the President be requested to issue his Pre- 
clamation, notifjing to the people throughout the 
United States the recommendation contained in ihi$ 
third resolution." 

The Prendent transmitted the resohitions of Con- 
gress to Mrs. Washington, to which she thus replied. 

*^ Taught by the great example which I have «o 
long had before me, never to oppose my private wishes 
to the publick will, I must censent to the request made 
by Congress, which you have had the goodness to 
transmit to me ; and in doing this, I need not, I cannot 
say, what a sacrifice of initividual leeling I laake to a 
sense of duty." 

Information of the death of General Washington 
was, throughout the United States, accompanied by 
spontaneous and universal expressions of deep grief 
for his loss, and of the higheet veneration for his 
memory. The citizens without exception complied 
with the recommendations of Congress. Civil Ineor- 
porations and Legislative Bodies, OoUeges and all 
other respectable Societies, formed faneral prooessioiis, 
aaid attended upon prayers, eulogies, and oratieaos. 

The resolution of Congress respecting the monu- 
ment has not been carried irto execution. When a 
motion for the necessary appropriation was made in 
the House of Representatives, many members mam* 
fosted a preference for an Equestrian Statue, voted by 
Congress at the close of the war, and in the dispiito 
between a monument and a statue, the session of the 
Legislature passed away, and no appropriation was 
made. 

They, who had opposed every part of his adminis- 
tratioo, probably could not in sincerity favour a Na* 
tional Monument to his memory ; and when the snb- 
ject was revived in Congress, the publick feeitnua, 
having in some measure subsided, they opposed any 
appropriation for this purpose, as «n improper vse «f 
pvblick money. The reason assigned fer ebjecUng te 
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the mearare was, that the gratitude and yeneration cff 
the people were Uie appropriate monument of the nub- 
Hck servicea of the American Patriot. 

General Washihoton never had any children. By 
his will he left Mrs. Washington the use of all his 
property during her life. At her decease he liberated 
his slaves, and disposed of property among his and her 
relations, amounting by his own estimate, to five hun- 
dred and thirty thousand dollars. This amount of 
property does not include the Mansion House on 
Mount Vernon, nor the domain connected with it, 
which was under the personal management of Gene- 
ral WASHnroTOH. 



CONCLUSION. 

'GsmeitAL Washington was exactly six feet in 
height, he appeared taller, as his shoulders rose a little 
higher than the true proportion. His eyes were of a 
gray, and his hair of a brown colour. His limbs were 
well formed, and indicated strength. His complexion 
was light, and his countenance serene and thoughtful. 

His manners were graceful, manly, and digniiicd. 
His general appearance never failed to engage the re- 
spect and esteem of all who approached him. 

Possessing strong natural passions, and having the 
nicest feelings of honour, he was in early life prone 
keenly to resent practices which carried the intention 
of abuse or insult ; but the reflections of maturer age 
gave him the most perfect government of himself. 
He possessed a faculty above all other men to hide the 
weaknesses inseparable from human nature ; and he 
bore with meekness and equanimity his distinguished 
honoiDi. 

Reserved, but not haughty, in his disposition, he 
was aeeessible to all in concerns of business, but be 
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«^ned himflelf onlj to bis confidential fridttds ; and 
no art or address could draw from him an opinion^ 
which he thought prudent to conceal. 

He was not so much distinguished for brilliancy of 
genius as for solidity of judgment, and consummat* 
prudence of conduct. He was not so eminent for any 
one quality of greatness and worth, as for the union 
of those great, amiable, and good qualities, which ar« 
▼ery rarely combined in the same character. 

His maxims were formed upon the result of mature 
reflection, or eztensiye experience ; they were the in- 
variable rules of his practice ; and on all important in- 
stances, he seemed to have an intuitive view of what 
the occasion rendered fit and proper. He pursued his 
purposes with a resolution, which, one solitary mo- 
ment excepted, never failed him/ 

Alive to social pleasures, he delighted to enter into 
familiar conversation with his acquaintance, and was 
sometimes sportive in his letters to his friends ; but he 
never lost sight of the dignity of his character, nor 
deviated-from the decorous and appropriate behaviour 
becoming his station in society. 

He commanded from all toe most respectful atten- 
tion, and no man in his company ever fell into light or 
lewd conversation. His style of living corresponded 
with his wealth ; but his extensive establishment wafl 
managed with the strictest economy, and he ever re- 
served ample funds liberally to promote schemes- of 
private benevolence, and works of puUick utility. 
Punctual himself to every engagement, he exacted 
from others a strict fulfilment of contracts, but to the 
necessitous he was diffusive in his charities, and he 
greatly assisted the poorer classes of people in his vIp 
cinity, by furnishing them with means suecesi^ly to 
^osecute plans of industry. 

In domestick and private life, he blended the antfaO' 
* On York Island, in ]776.->See Vol. I. page 87 
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ntj of tlM ttsstei wkh th« eare mnd kindiiMB of tlk» 
fwwdmn mad friend. SolicUoos for the welfare ofinB 
elaveS) while at meant Vernon, he every momiug rode 
round his oitatefl to examine their condition ; for the 
mtkj phjsiciana were provided, and to the weak and 
infirm everj neoenarj comfort was administered. 
The servitude of the negroes lay with weight upon 
■ WB mind > ho often madett the subject of conversation, 
%nd resolved aevoral plans for their general emancipa- 
tion ; but could devise none, wfedch promised success, 
in consistency with bomamty to tl^m, and safoty to 
the state. 

The address presented to bin at Alexandria, cm the 
Qommeneement of his presidency, fnlly shows how 
much he was endeared to bis neighbours, and the af- 
fection and esteem, in which his friends held his pri- 
vate character. 

His industry waa unremitted, and his method so 
exact, thai all the complicated business of his military 
command, and civil administration, was managed 
without conftiaion, and without hurry. 

Not feeling the lust of power, and ambitious only 
for hoflioorable fame, he devoted himself to his country 
upon the most disinterested principles ', and his actHMui 
were not the semblance but the reality of virtue : the 
purity of his motives was accredited, and absdote eon- 
fidenee placed in his patriotism. 

While filling a puhlick station, the performance of 
his duty took the place x>€ pleasure, emolument, and 
every private consideration. During the more critical 
years of the war, a smile was scarcely seen upon his 
coontenance, he gave hiirself no moments of relaxa- 
tion ; but his whole mind was engrossed to execute 
sQCcessfoUy bis trust. 

As a military commander, he struggled with inna- 
menUe embarrassments, arising from the short enlist- 
ment of bis men, and from the want of provisions. 
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•lothingy arms, and ammunition ; and an opinioii f f hit 
•chieyemeutfl ahould be formed in view of thene In- 
adequate means. 

The first years of his civil administration were at- 
tended with the extraordinary fact, that while a great 
proportion of his countrymen did not approve his 
measures, they universally venerated hb character, 
and relied implicitly on his integrity. Although his 
opponents eventually deemed it expedient to vilify his 
character, tnat they might diminish his political influ- 
ence ; yet the moment that ho retired from publtck 
life, they returned to their expressions of veneration 
and esteem ; and after his death, used every endeavour 
to secure to their party the influence of his name. 

He was as eminent for piety^as for patriotism. His 
puUick and private conduct evince, that he impres- 
sivoly felt a sense of the superintendence of God and 
of the dependence of man. In his addresses, while at 
the head of the army, and of the national government, 
he gratefully noticed the signal blessings of Providence^ 
and fervently commended his country to divine b<»ne • 
.diction. In private, he was known to have been ha- 
bitually devout. 

In principle and practice he was a Christian. Ths 
support of an Episcopal church, in the vicinity of 
Mount Vernon, rested principally upon him, and here, 
when on his estate, he with constancy attended pub- 
lick worship. In his address to the American people, 
at the close of the war, mentioning the favourable pe- 
riod of the world at which the independence of his 
country was established, and enumerating the causes 
which unitedly had ameliorated the condition of hu- 
man society, he, above science, philosophy, commerce, 
and all other considerations, ranked ^* the pvre and be* 
mgn light of Revelati4m" Supplicating Heaven that 
his fellow citizens might cultivate the disposition, and 
practise the virtues, which exalt a community, he pre- 
sented the following petition to his Gt%d That he 
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would most gracioual J be pleased to dispoee us all to do 
justice, to love mercy, and to demoan ourselyes with 
t'lat charity, humility and pacifick temper cf mind, 
which were the characteristicks of the Diviiu Author 
of our blet^d religion ; without a humble imitation 
of whoso example in these thuigs, wo can nevor hope 
to be a happy nation." 

Dunng the war, he not unixequently rode ton or 
twelve miles from camp to attend publick worship ; 
and he never omitted this attendance, when opportuni- 
ty presented. 

In the establishment of his presidential household, 
ho reserved to himseli* the Sabbath, free firom the in- 
terruptions of private visits, or publick busuiess ; and 
throughout the eight years of his civil administration, 
le gave to the institutions of Christianity the influence 
of his example. 

He was as fortunate as great and good. 

Under his auspices, a civil war was conducted with 
mildness, and a revolution with order. Raised him- 
self above the influence of popular passions, he happi- 
ly directed these passions to the most useful purposes. 
Uniting the talents of the soldior with the qualifica- 
tions of the statesman, and pursuing, unmoved by 
difficulties, the noblest end by the purest means, he 
had the supreme satisfaction of beholding the com- 
pute success of his great military and civil sorvicesi 
In the independence and happinuss of his countrv 
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autumn, each one of which, both in letter^press and 
engiavings, is entirely new and complete in itself. 
For the conTcnience of those who may wish to 
possess uniform sets of the work, a uniformity of | ; 
style in the binding has been carefully observed, | 
which will always be found to be in splendid ara- ;; 
bnque morocco, gilt edges. It is also embellished ; 
with nine beautifiu mezzotint engravings, by Sartain. 
1 vd. 12mo. 
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AND NEW YEAR'S GIFT. 

This work is designed for a handsome presentation 
book for the young, and is acknowledged by all to be 
the most elegant Juvenile Gift Book that has ever 
been published in this country. It is elegantly bound 
in English muslin, richly gilt sides and edges, and 
embellished with six splendid mezzotint engravings, 
and colored illuminations. — Small 4to. 
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Lim or THE Heroes or the American Revo- 
lution : — Comprising the lives of Wasldngton and 
his GenenUs and Offieen who weie most distanrashed 
in the War of the Independence of the Usited States. 
Ako, emhracing the Declaration of Independence 
and signers' names ; the Constitution of the United 
States and amendments ; together with the Luragural, 
first Annual, and Farewell Addresses of Washington. 
Complete in one volume, 12mo., illustrated ; Iwund 
in hacdsome muslin and monicoo. 

This work contains the lives of Washington and 
nearly tweaCy of his offioeiB and aflBociatea in the 
great struggle which resulted in the peace, union 
and strengUi which we now -so -eminently enjoy. It 
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** General Washington was from his ytmth demifted 
to his country ; his cfaaraeter therefore cannot be por- 
trayed without bringing into view many impottanft 
public transactions. It has been the endeavor of the 
author to display the character of the man who is the 
subject of the work, by exhibiting in a connected 
view his actioos and his writing ; and he has, as far 
as possible, made this exhibition in the person of 
General Washington." 

In piving the lives of the conspicuous men 3f uny 
period, it is believed the best history oftkm period is 
given ; and in this instance, in giving the life of 
Washington, it is believed to combine with it a very 
graphic account of the prominent events and stn^les 
^ Uie American Revolution. 

The whole is contained in one neat volume, ISmo., 
illustrated and handsomely bound in cloth. 
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aides and edges, and is embellished with six beautiful 
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Thb complitb Poetical Works or William 

COWPBR, TOGETHER WITH HIS POSTHUMOUS 

Poetry, ANn a Sketch of his Life, by Doctor 
Johnson. — Fine Portraii, 

This is aekaewledffed to be the most complete 
ediUoB of Cowper published in this eeuntry ; and is 
bound in 1 vol. l2mo, muslin, plain edges ; do. gilt 
and okigaot Saxony^ gilt aides and edges. 



^W»»> % ^W >1 W WW W^ 



AD7ICE TO YOUNG LADIES. 

AoTiCB TO YouNO Ladies, on their Duties and 
Conduct in Life : by T. S. Arthur, author of 
** Advice to Youno Men," "The Maiden," 
"Wife," and "Mother," &c. &c. 

In his introduction, the author says : " Right modes 

\ of thinking are the basis of all correct action. This 

; is just as true of one sex as the other. Although 

: man has the power of abstract thought, and the 

I faculty of reasoning, in a higher degree than woman, 

yet woman is none the less a rational being, and 

must, in all the various relations in life, come under 

the guidance of right reason." 1 vol. large 18mo., 

bound in gilt and plain bindings. 
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NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 

LiFB AND Campaioms or Napoleon Boitapartb : 
Giring an account of all hia engagements, from the 
neffe of Toulon to the battle of Waterloo; also 
embracing accounts of the daring exploits of hia 
Marahals ; together with his public and private life, 
fronLthe commencement of hia career to his final im- 
misonment and death on the rock of St. Helena. 
Translated from the French of M. A. Arnault and 
C. L. F. Pauckoucke. New edition, in one volunoe, 
illustrated. 

This is unquestionably the most authentic, impar- 
tial, and complete life of this peat General now 
before the American public. The translator says in 
his preface : *' In ushering these memoirs of the life 
of Napoleon Bonaparte into the world, we have not 
confined ourselves to the splendid work of M. A. 
Arnault ; but, in order to furnish a faithful narrative, 
public, poUticsal, and private, have availed ouisehres 
of every species of information al&rded by different 
authorities, fiom the commencement of the career of 
the departed hero, to the dotting scene of his la«t 
huuis at St. Helena. 
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BURNS' POETICAL WORKS. 

Tec Poetical Works of Robert Burns, including 

SEVERAL PIECES NOT INSERTED IN Dr. CuRRIE'S 

edition; exhibited under a new plan of ar- 
rangement, AND preceded BY A LiFE OF THE 

Author, and complete Glossary. 

In comparing this edition with others, it will be 
found to possess several advantages. It contains, 
besides a number of other pieces not inserted in Dr. 
Currie's edition, The Jolly Beg gars ^ a cantata replete 
with humorous description and discrimination of 
character; as also his celebrated Holy Willie's 
Prayer, a piece of satire unequalled for exquisite 
severity and felicitous delineation. 

In the editions hitherto published, no regard is paid 
to method or classification. In this, the poems are 



disposed aooording to their respective sabjectSi and 
divided into books. 

This edition is all comprised in one very neat 12mo. 
volume, with a beautifiu portrait, and may be bad in 
the various elegant and plain styles of binding 
described above. 
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PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. . . 

Tab Pilorim's Progress from this world to that 

WHICH IS TO come : DELIVERED UNDER THE 8IM1U- 

TUDE OF A Dream, — by John Bunyan. Also, 
containing original notes, and a life of the 
Author, by the Rev. Thomas Scott, Chaplain 
TO THE Lock Hospital. 

Bunyan says of this work, that when formed into 
a book, and tdiown to his fiiends, 

" Some said, John, print it ; others said, Not so ; 
Some said, It mignt do good ; others said, No." 

The public will not hesitate in determining which 
opinion was the result of the deeper penetration ; but 
will wonder that a long apology for such a publicar 
tion should have been deemed necessary, when it is 
stated, that perhaps this work has had a more univer- 
sal and lasting sale than any other in the fkgli^ 
language, save that of the Bible. 

The work is complete in 1 vol. 12mo., embellished 
with fine engravings, and is done up in plain and rich 
bindings, suited to ttie tastes and means of all classes. 
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John Milton ; — ^and Night Thoughts on Life, 
Death and Immortality ; to which is added, 
The Force of Religion, by "Edward Young, 
D. D. 

This volume is printed in very neat style, with 
line around the page, and contains a fine portrait of 
Milton ; and is bound in the varieties spoken of above 
in connection with Cowper's Poems. 
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